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INTRODUCTION. 



1. It U the duty, aad ougfat to be the pleaiura, of 
age and experience to warn sad instnict yonth and- to 
ecAne to the aid of inexperieuce. When sailors. hMre 
diBcoTered rocks or breakeiv, and ban had the good 
ItBk to escape with life from amidat them, theyjiiiikss 
they be pirates or barbariana as trell as Bailors, point 
oot the ^ols for the pladog of buoys, and of lights, 
io order that others may not be exposed to the daiiger 
iriiich they have so oanowly escaped. What man of 
common hlimanity, bsTing, by good luck, missed being 
engulfed in a qni^mire or a quicksand, will withhold 
fixMDtt his heighbcHirs a knowledge of the peri] withont 
irideh the dangerous spots me not to be approached 1 



■ 3, The great eSect which correct o[amons and 
aound prioci^es, imbibed in early Life, b^ber vitli 
the fffMd coikdact, at that age, which must naturallj 
resnlt ftom such opinions and piindples ; the gveftt 
a2 
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INTftODVCTIOK. 

efiect which these have on the whole course of onr 
lives is, &nd tniut be, well known to enry nwa o£ 
common observation. How many of us, arrived at 
only 40 years, have to repent; nay, which of lu has 
not to repent, oi has not had to repeat, that he did 
not, at an earlier a^, jwBseES a great stock of know- 
ledge of thiftldnd wliit^ las an immediate effect on 
our personal ease and happiness ; tltat kind of know- 
ledge, npon which *ihe cheeifuln««'asd the harmony 
«f our homes depend ! 

■ 3. kiisto-i»na«»MrleB«9akofllHaaaFtiofkBaw 
Mp, in <pnrtk4flar, ifcat tAaa w«rk « iotstidad^' 
Unmrledge, Indwd, Tslalive to edBcsfion, to nmif- 
•Dienoes* to. *aili6, apioakDre, hoMioaltan, 'hM^ 
-gonntimat, mud ral%iM t fcwnplodge Hladng, loci* 
d«iU^, <ta ^1 these; but, the mun 'Olgaot is •• 
■taaoA tbtft Hint «£ iaiowledge to dn yoang whiok 
hat few tiBeD«cqi&B«ntil'tii«y bedd, when-it oamet 
iMlatAtoteuHfbL 

4. VnoMiflMmiente'toOtbenthB kooidedgeibnt-I 
•fidMm 4» aM^fe faasn my tastB and my^Ught? 
and few, who know aay-thing of my progress through 
Sfe; f^ ^ ^idpoMd to qa«stibo my fitneai lor the 
tnik. Talk vf rooks uid breakers and qingmives aai 
quiflk-sMtda, iAi« bia ever escaped -Crom amidst iB 
tcmej ttl hftnl Tkrown (by my'own <wfil, isdMi^ 
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«!■«■• m tftrin jta», wMtavt mtaiuj l» wpporf, 
iAhMt£nmdi to adrtw, nd wM«MkMk-lettrafD| 
tt««t xur; fwhif » fcw ;««« d^wricnt Midj 
ta my diw iafaMir &f B^nMM(Vca;'tb^bMonifig 
mrnmnma atiiin kb4 Indng » nWtae)' Ufe, ehieff 
ia foftdsB iiuti, far tight yntf% qaktfag Aat Bft 

• iHge MB af BKHMy; a wBtyti g M m awtT-t^, 
UBiag at tmm U> fimnca ta wqa^Aa^F^meh hit* 
Cmge, AfMB to Ammra; psBJiig- eightynM tbrnv, 
l> w .( H B Mg " h o « h tfw Md Mttor, Md tridnf- a pron^ 
SKtt pft» ia«ll Iba infDflMit diuoMioM of Aie i«to> 
^Mfatg^^IwriiRl &wi 179St»l1W,dM4iie'wUshawft 
wi^ii dMt wuitiT', « wstiawd •tnt^fle earded M 
t it i Pi M As EnMrii aai lA*- Vrewik ftatbm ; dM- 

in tet MniB^t, ia ancb ftwi^'M ts-cdl ^Kh-anufa 
«f —eqwtwewl ippntatUn iw» th* gawniMtai it 
Sum; fstnaiis ui bgtaad Is UM^ smarfnf tR^ 



«tf4HiUWp«attolh*i>AtffiU»a(lfa«i>dHUi», ml 
» tdt^ bM*kil« •£ fertjiw,. •» M to t» iaA mAmi. ft 
itod to) lie w^ nd, dMisK DUto «»a«9'i)Ma7»an ^ 
trouUea ftnd of ponkhment*, writing &iid pabliaktf|| 
crary week of tay life, whether in exile or not, eleren 
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tnaie or lew of natter woidtj of ptMe Attenfiim-t 
wridng aod publiahtng, dnriog tie lome twe*tg^*iiu 
year*, a grammai' of the.French and another of the 
£Dglish language, a work on the EcoDotny of the Cot* 
tage, a work on Forest Trees and Woodlands, a wotl: 
OB Gardening, an. account of AiDeiiea,a bookofSei» 
Sunu, a wotIc on the Corn-plant, a Historj of the Pnt- 
lostant Reformation; all books of great and coattniMd 
sale, and the last ufiquestionabl; the bode of gieateat 
JHToulation in the nhole world, the Bible onljr exc^iU 
ed; having, during these stmt tti>«nlyni»e yeart 
«f troubles and entbarrassmenta wi^ut Dumber, in* 
lioduced into England the manufacture of Straw- 
plat; also sereml T^o^ble treei; hariog latrodnced^ 
0ur^g the lame twSuty-nine years, the eutdvation of 
the Corn-plant, so miuii&stly raluaUe as a sooroe at 
#wd ; Iwriagt during the tame ^liod, always (wbttf 
|berin«)[ileOr not) tustained a shop of someuze, is 
JjOndon; haviogidming tbewboloof thesamepaiodf 
jtever employed Ie«, on an average, than ten persons, H 
BOme capacity or other, exclusive of printers, boeUMUdf 
CIS, and othen, connected with papers and books; ani 
iiaiing, daring these twent^<niae yean of trouUca, 
cndMcrassmenti, priseos, fines, and bapidiaaents, bred 
't^ a family (^ seven children to man's and wwnan'a 



J. If such a man besot, after he has snr«iTed.ajal 



JNTBOOUCriOK. 

accomi^iafaed all tbis, qualified to give Advice to 
Young Men, no man is quali&ed iai that taik. There 
may bave been satoial geniut: but gesiui alone, 
not all tbe genius io the world, could, without some- 
tAing more, bare conducted me through these perils. 
Duriug these twiOQtj-niiie* years, I hare had for deadly 
and ever-watchful foes, a goTerument that has the 
odUecting aud distributing of sixty milUona of pounds 
in a year, and also, every soul who shares in that dis- 
tributian. Until veiy lately, I have had, ibr the iar 
greater part of the tiaie, the whole of the press as my 
deadly enemy. Yet, at this- moment, it will not be 
pretended, that there is another nuin in the kingdom, 
who has so many cordial friendB. For as to the 
JriatiU of Mtnufen and the great, the friendship 
fs towards the potoer, the im^ifenc«j it is, in fact, 
towards thoie tax^s, of which so many thousands are 
gaping to getat a share. And, if we couM, through 
to thick a veil, come at the naked fact, we dioold find 
the subscription, now giMiig on in Dublin for the puc- 
pooe of erecting a monument in that city, to coai- 
memorate the good recently done, or alleged to be 
done, to Ireland, by the Duke of Welltnstoh,; 
we should find, th^ the subscribers have^Ae laxeiia 
view; and that, if the monument shall actually be 
. raised, it ought to hare telfishnett and not gratitudit 
«ngraren on its base. Nearly the same may be said 
«^b retard to all the praises that we hear,heatoited 
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M men in' power. 1%» frieadrfiitiy «hito& ir Mt 
towards me, ie puw nd dUnUimted s & i* aoi 
iiMiDded in ufinpe that fta paRfaff oaA have, -^tat 
the^cm titer prqjCefrompra^eJiig'it : kia feUadod 
m" tbs gf*titada vAAsk tiurf eBtertwn for dm good 
tbat I Amrf diw diem if and^af thi8 ioH ef £4e»dihi|^ 
aid £:ieaddiip aoi ooriialriio' ttad «fvl posmned « 
larger pwtioBw 

6. NflV„ mdv ^dniuf will nat' Actpiire tka» for a 
Biaa. Tfaern must btf xmietluiig mors tbur ffmiw : • 
Itbero -mtt* be iadtHtt;: tbero'mtiBrbepePMverttBMf: 
.tiiem AAat bc^ bafoie Ai» «?«• of tbiB MifeDy lirooft ef 
extraordbiai/ exeffim :" {taapie mnrt My to ihete* 
eehes, "WbatwiwcoitAuMmintttoKebaMbeeaia 
•• fheen^l^iagoflhefiiBriof AiS'BMtl H«w arfie*, 
" htfw sparing n &^ ft*w txAj * riser, haw tittfe 
'*c]ifeiin4» hannut bftre beeill" l^cae axt de 
(hkigb, attdiu)(7niut*,wb»bbaTa'oaaie&na7latem 
tff be BO iitoaamaf ^A av a aocw fal > «ad, llieag^ I 
do Qot afiect tvbelietej tbait emry youiy mm, wki 
AiM read diia waib*^ will beeom aUe tm papfann 
labWi«»aC«9iriMB9«tadeMdtoipaitMioe, IdafwB- 
tead, IlKt everjf jroni^ rin, «b» iriU attaild fa taf 
4im», wHl baoonaa M» W perfona aigraafe *««* "»>w 
.thaAa)a9geaed%doiM«n^ vbatartr mi^balua 
•itaaMii is Kfay a^, ll»6 be wUI, Cm, phrfar» it 
wiA gmattx MM «>d ■ft^faatlail^ dan be w4iM, 
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» 4iM(%„^ iMb «» f«ttin»iiltt mmUv 



7. 1 Lave IimI, ftom thooiaiids c^ jonng mea, ind 

^l^aat lKaefil;wttidi thaj bwreden»4 £p« wy JvbfMK 

99 Ciott«g.JBMnttMgi otbwa fa-dw WwiHawii tmj 

wriu fame I »awrBl ietton oC'dMiiM ^B nnwerow 
.innnii.of.'whninltedHewr^bMiidbafeM. lKiBaj9 
ri^aaea i ham Um Md, ili^t, if the ^wrtw k«d karf 
my boolu to read aomeyean before, the gai»-toitlMSi( 
whether, in time or in other things, would have been 
^MffitHt. Manj^amd^ayaa t «— y , Isaxldd -me, 
Ifcaf, Hieagfc king«fcachB^ «na titsui^ A«ir {Matntb 
imA paid Ibr ^tteiHiaiBg tMigkt Eagttik Onunnmr, tr 
fhMel,jbaShad,'iiiftidMrttiBi«,WnMd«Ki»-fretB 
vyboolu, on ihoae aubjectfl, than tb^ftrad tettnm^ 
in years, fouo their teacban. . Hwr<msBf gentlemen 
have tbantad mo^ in tiic alicageat aaima, for my 
WoodlandB and Gardeaer, obserrios fjaai as Lw4 
Bacon had obserred in hia time) that they had beibce 
aean no bpoks, on tiiesft u^^f«B,,that Ibsf couU tia^ 
^frifcMfL Butt I )uu>w wd <^-M]r-tI^ ihat etaf 
gave iB« moGB satisfaction than J danwd ^m Urn 
ymt of -a, gentleman of fortow, vbov J Jmd nem^ 
beard of befoie, and vho^-jtbaat fiwi jmn i^rcawf 
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-te thudc'ide in penon fat a cainplete rHamoMva, 
which h«d been worked in his son by the reidiag of 
m; two SERMON B on drinking and on gamtiy, 

8. I hare, therefore, dme, nlread;r, a great' defcTin 
<- tl^ wa^ : bnt, there ii Mill wanting, in a compUt 

fbrm, a body of Advice such a> that which I nov 
^propoee to gire; and in the giviDg of which I thall 

divide my matter as follows. 1. Advice addressed to 
•a Yodth; S.'Adrice addressed to a BaCHXLOv; 

3. Advico' addressed to a Loter; 4. To a Htrs- 
-bavd; 5. To a Father; 6. To a Citizek or 

Subject. 

, . 9. Some penona will smile, .&nd others laugfa oq^ 
. -riglit, at theideaof "Cobbett*sgiTiI^adTice£>rcoQ- 
, ^noting the affiurs of hve." Yes, bnt I was ones 

yonng, and sorelj I may say with the poet, I for^ 

whioh of them : 

*' Thougli old I snr, for ladies' love unfit, 
Tlie power of beanty I Temsmber yet." 

I forget, indeed, the names of the ladies as completely, 
pretty nigh, as I do that of the poets ; bnt I remem* 
ber thdr influence, and of this influence on the con- 
duct and in the affiurs and on the condition of men, I 
bare, and most have, been a witness all my life long. 
And, when we conuder in bow great a degree the 
bapptness of all the remunder of a man's life depends, 
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INTBOD0CTION, 
and always mtut depend, on bU taste andjudgment in 
the character of a lover, this ma; well be apaidered 
as the most important period of the whole term of hia 
existence. 

10. In mjr address to the Husaanb, I shall, of 
conrae, introduce advice relative to the important 
duties of masters and servants ; du^ea of great im- 
portance, whether considered as affecting &iailies or 
as aSecUng the community. In mj address to the 
Citizen or Subject, I shall consider all the reci- 
procal duties of the governors and the governed, and 
also the duties which man owes to hia neighbour. It 
would be tedious to attempt to lay down rules for con- 
duct exdusively applicable to every diftiact calling, 
[ffofession, and condition of life ; but, under the 
above-described heads, will be conveyed every species 
of advice of which I deem the utility to be unques- 
tionable. 

11. I have, thus, fully described the nature of my 
little work, and, before I enter on the first Letter, I 
venture to express a hope, that its good efiects will be 
felt long after Its author shall have ceased to exist. 
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LETTKA I. 

to A tOXTTH. 



It, Ya« mn wnr Kn4*e<l at tkac age wUcfa 
Ae taw AMes «rtcicttt to mk« an ooA,' t^en 
^ym^nlMnKccanc ef law. Let bb tnppon 



fcr tt Mwe weasieii, ay reniAs os your da^ 
tvMtf^ pamas, ia.mehenolferya»mjmA<nte 
A <• tiM auam* likely Is eortribnte ta^djr t»- 
wank niftlM^ yan a iw^'y b*"") weM to nR 
ab««t yeu, «Bd am hMKNir tv dM»e fnxn h^mhb 



!& StBt, I bcHKtdi yoa, wMi a coBvicaMi 
fcwrf y &tei.-ao y»at miiiJ, *»t you lm» ae right 
toKwiatUswoiUf ttat, beii^ «f )i^ body 
ad «Mm>d Mint, job faaac nv r^^ to aay 
•ardi^ vnaleace, widwiit don^ «aHt af Mine 
■art or a t fc wy aii cta jioa Ium« bi^ fottatw 
wh uf 1 SB Vam cfear of debt { aad, that «•■ 
■•.AatHM^fouhKre saiighctoiicMlchilitmi^ 
wWhcpt by oAmb» m- as be Kcpond ta tb» 
abaMC of b^sb ^*t. Stan «*tb lUa co»> 
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cobbrtt's ADVtcB [Letter 

viction thoroughly implanted in your mind. To 
wish to live on the labour of others is, besides 
the folly of it, to contemplate a fraud at the 
least, and, under certain circumstances, to medi- 
tate oppression and robbery. 

14. 1 suppose you in the middle rank of life. 
Happiness ought to be your great object, and it 
is to be found only in indqaendeace. Turn your 
back on Whitehall and on Somerset-House; 
leave the Customs and Excise to the feeble and 
;low-:minded ; look not for success to fovour, to 
'partiality, to friendship, or to what is called in^ 
rest : writeiton.your heart, that you will, depend 
.solely on your own merit and your own exertions. 
Think not, neither, of any of those aituatioos. 
where gaudy habiliments and sounding titles poor- 
ly disguise from the eyes of good sense the mor- 
' .tifications and the heart>ache of slaves. Answa 
.ine.not.by saying, that these'situatioas "muit be 
filled by somebody "; for, if I were to admit the 
troth of the propoaidon, which I do not, it would 
^TCmaiu for you to show, that they are conducive to 
' Jiappiness, the contrary of which has been proved 
to me by the observation of a now pretty l<mg life. 
' . 15. Indeed, reason tells us, that it must be 
thus t for that which a man owes to favour or to 
partiality, that same favour or partiality is con* 
^tantly liable. to take from lum. He who Uvea 
' upon aby thing ntcept.hi^ own labour, is inces- 
santly iBorrounded by rivals: hisg'"'!^ resource 
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■hj -''■ 'TO AYftOTH..' 

:U that servil% in wlueh he n aKvsjts IkiUeto 
be Mirpawed. He is: in di^y dai^i at being 
; OHt-Udden } hia very bread depends upon ca^ 
- pdee; avd he livH » a atate of uncertain^ and 
'Bever-ceauDg fear. . Hie is net, indeed, tlie 
dog's Hf^ *'Aaf^er aud idleneM".] but ttis 
/vorse; .for it it. idleiieM wiUi alaverjf," the 
Ifttter being the jutt prioe of the former. Slaves 
-ft'eciiientl]' are well yeif and well cladi but, slaves 
dare not gpeak; they, dare not be s^upeeted to 
tlmk differently Iron) their masters: hate his 
acteas tnnch aatbey- may; be he tyrant, be be 
drunkard, bt he fool, or be he all three at onee, 
-tix^ must be ailrat, or, oine times out of ten, 
affi^ approbation: though possessing a thou- 
sand times his knowledge,, they must feign a 
'Conviction of his superior understanding ; though 
knowing that it is they, who, in fact, do all that 
he is paid fer doing, it is destruction to them to 
-wem at if they thought any portion of the ser- 
tiro belonged >to them! Far from me be the 
Uiought, that any youtbwhe shall- read this page 
would net rather perish than submit to live in a 
state like this] ' Such a state is fit only for the 
reflise of nature; Uie halt, the ht^lf-blind, tlie 
' nah^py creaturea whom nature has marked out 
fbr degradation. 

16. And how comes it, -tbra, that we see 
haleand even clever youths vdanterily bending 
(tbeir necks to this Slavery j nay, pressing forwwd 
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commr^9 aoricb [L«ittr 

«• tagtt iiwMwpte«M— e Oe tbIr tfcat«ig||t 
•olMaMi^VKtBUc} Vht tmmr, wmi Ae mif 

ham mmtni am mmtf artifeial iwtit^ ami hm 
njaedtkcniii^ of yamtg mm so JHwb ab«n 
Aek nrf rank Mid aOtte of lifi^ ttwt Aey Im^ 
•MrnfbUjF «■ the cmployumt, tbe f«*e, mhI liw 
■ben thst wmU beoone ibon^ aBdjMtfnhKlb 
wraid Aat atatc ift whidi Ihej In^|bt liw^xr awl 
A(^i|% they Woone ■tow y skmm, 

17> The ctMt BcMnve ^ indeq^cndmce, Ite 
fVcBcb exprcM in a ftroMft vf ifane wamli^ 
"f^Nffv ifejKu'',wbK4 Ihwn ajw^ vtrymmth 
aimnnd. " Ta tmt t^pemUHU" ik <he ^Katw- 
CMrity igunat ilKwry; ntd tiw pvewpt extodt 
to drew sod oUter tluog* hea i dea lood ud lUiilk 
Whes Docreit Jcntwrnt wMte k» PirtMww^ 
Ik put in the wi»d pamoittr dus : ** Pjw- 
aimtBR — 'j< lime ■^ ttaieJ' AAer tUs le 

aUy to hm ewn -defisitisap be lived and died **« 
•Ime ^Omie !" Wlwt aint tUs wma lOf paM 
gcaun, and «fgMatJiida>try 400, have £(JtUi»- 
ceiving lUa penden! Cotddlielieao^sdlaNaiH 
fwC to faeis pang flpocueeia^ hiB-aw»iiane pkead 
WcneUaowBd^ra^t^iddmitiM? Aii4,ariut 
could induce him to submit to tlua t I& want^ 
Itta artifieial iranhi. Us habit af indidpng at the , 
pleaswca «r <^ table ; bis disi^gsid of the pw- 
m^ w noM da ge*." Tiam was ihe caBsej 
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md, be H dabervcd, that tadulgencca of tbia sort, 
wbiie tbry lead to make loen poor and -.expoM 
thns to commit mean acta, tend aUo to eaf«eUe 
th< body, and mois e^cially to cloud and to 
rnelGni the adad. 

- 1&. Whca this celebrated author wrote lue 
DietiMHtry, he had not been debated hj hixu* 
riass^ei^ynients ; the rich and power Ail had oot 
uttnsvd him into a stave ^ his writings thenbtfe 
Ibc stamp of truth and independence : but, ba*^ 
ing beeb debuBed by luxury^ he who had, while 
«eBtent with plain fare, been the atrennoud advob 
oate of Ihe rif bts of the ftofhf, became a str«- 
UaQus advecftte for taxation wUhout represa^- 
im^Bttf aad> in a Work under the title of "Tata- 
tSAnnoTimatg" defended, md gtcally aatisted 
to peodttcet thtit niQtut and blood/ wtw which 
iatHy lefered from Ehglaad that great country, 
4he United States tof America, now the most 
powerful and dangerous rtvfd that this kingdom 
ever had. The. statue of Or. iomstov was 
Ike first thai was pvt into St Pam.'* CbVec» I 
■A. ta§at^ naming to^ as not to look tqion dumm- 
Benls in hanonr of the dead a* a proof of thetr 
nrtaes; fitr hers weseeSt.PABs.'aCHVacn hold- 
«g up t« the veneration of posterity a roan whose 
— m w ritings together iwth the rec(Mrds of the pea- 
eton UsmtnaVe hies to kavtfdteen " a iSau* qfttmte^ 
lA. Eadbse an the inStaMet of nwn of brigllt 
fnm ntd hi|^ ^iriC haning beet^ by degrees. 
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rendered powerless and despicable, by their ima- 
ginary wants. Sddom has there been a man 
with a fairer prospect of accomplbhing great 
things and of acquiring lasting renown, than 
CuARLHs Fox. : he had great t^eots of the 
most popular sort; the times were singularly 
favourable to an exertion of them with success ; 
a large part Of the nation admired him and were 
his partisans ; he had, as to the great question 
between him and his rival (Pitt), reason aitd 
justice clearly on his side ; but he had against 
him his squandering and luxurious habits : these 
made him dependent on the ridi part of his par' 
tisans ; made his wisdom subservient to opulent 
folly tir selfishness; deprived his country of all 
tile benefit that it might have derived from his 
talents; and, finally, sent him to the grave withont 
a single sigh from a people, a great part of whom 
would, in his earlier years, have wept at his deatti 
as at a national calamity. 

20. Extravagance in drets, In the haunting of 
play-houae», in horaee, in every thing else, is to be 
avoided, and, in youths and young men, extnu 
vagance in dress particularly. This sort of ex> 
travagance, tiiis waste of money on the decoration 
of the body, arises solely from vanity, and from 
vanity of the most contemptible sort. It arises 
&om the notion, thattilt the people in the street 
for instance, will be looka^ at you as soon as 
,yon walk out ; and that they will, in a greater or 
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less degree, think the better of you on acoomtt of 
your line die». Nevei was notion more tafaa, 
AU the sensible people, that happen to see yod, 
will Uiink nothing at all about you : those jwho 
are filled with the same vain notion as you are> 
will perceive your attempt to impose on them, 
and will despise you accordingly : rich people will 
wholly disregard you, and you will be envied and 
hated by those who have the same vanity that 
yon have without the means of gratifying it. 
Dress should be suited to your raolc and station } 
-H BO^^eon or physidao should not dress like a 
carpenter ! but, there is no reason why a trades- 
jnan, a merchant's clerk, or clerk of any kin^ 
or why a shapke^>er, or matiufiicturer, or even « 
snercbsnt y no reason at ^1 why any of these 
^lould dress in an ea^emive manner. It is a 
creat mistake to siqipoae, that they derive any 
advantage from eicterior decoration. Men arc 
eatiinated by other .men according to their capar 
.^y and willingness to be in some way or other 
•mtfulj and though, with the foolish aiid vaio 
.put of women, fine clothes frequently do somer 
thing, yet, the greater part of the sex are much 
jtoo penetrating to draw their conclusions soMy 
from the outside show of a man : xkisy lo<dt 
.deeper, and find other criterions whereby to 
judge. And, after all, if the fine clothes obtuh 
'.you a wife, will they I»ing you, in that wtiie,,/ru* 
ga^, good teaie, and that sort, of altadnpent 
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tbM n Iik>fy to be ImtSng } Nahml besaty' 
.•fpcrton is qutentutJiet thing; lbs alwai^s bov, 
it alwftya will md mast bare, gome we^;te evcu 
with men, and great weight witbwoBmn. But,thi8 
doca not wsnt to be ut off by expeniive ehrtbei^ 
Female eyes >r^ id socb eases, very iharp : dKy 
can discover beauty tliough half bidden ij 
beard and even by dirt and mrroanded by raga: 
Bad, take this m a 8e<7ret worth half a fortun* t* 
you, that women, however penonaHy tcun tkcf 
laay be thcmaAitSyik^iiepermmalvmiiiyntmeu. 
21. Let your dress he as cheap as m^ be 
tritbout thaUkteuj titivk mone Miotit tbe colotir 
ia£ your diitt than about tbe gloss or texture cf 
your eoat ; be always as clfoa as yovr occnpOf 
loaa wilJ, without inconfenieiice, pennh; hot 
aercir, no, not for one monent, bcliere, that any 
bnnMi being, with sense in skull, wtR love or 
vespcct you mi aceeant of your fine or costly 
dotlies. A great misfertsoe of the preseM da^ 
is, that every one is, in his own estimate, raited 
aioM Ua real Hate of Hfe : every one seen^ to 
tinnk binwelf cntitied, if not to tkte and gio^ 
estate, at least to five wUhmit work. Iliis mi»- 
duevoas, this aaast dcstmctire, way of tUnkiag 
In, indeed^ been prodoeed, Hkc almoat all am 
•ther eidls, by the Acts eS oar Sefitenuial aad 
Usrefanoed Parfiament. l^atbodyjby iuAet\ 
has caused an enami««n Debt to be created^ 
and, in canaeqaence, a prodigioos saip ts lif 
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xMttd smMaliy ia tsxea. it kucawrd, bjr^iew 
means, a nee of faaa-wagaii aad atadt* 
j^beta to trm. Tbew «Mry m m apaciea- of 
j W Mi tft bjr wbich JOMfi MMke £»tmw« in a Ji^y 
a«d «U)ecH u a da|r* beca«e beg^gatB. T%e ■»• 
fiMttWMde {uaeeteia, like the imre^BMEi of Uai^ 
i|iaL0UM%aMiiBnertiaMidW; fast the feiCiiBate 
fKWt beeMM «oiDpu»om for imi% and amm «f 
dwm Wds tbennelvea. We lime, wkluBtheaB' 
fpw yeuia, «eea navy of these gaweiOw geC< 
ilsjitiiaca -af a quarter «f a miUioB is a Inr dajrt^ 
aad iheti we have beard iheai, Ci»ii|ih aotariousljr 
anlangqt tbe k>west and liaifteat «flHiauB creatnrec^ 
«^ed " AtfROWvUe gaUlemen" !• la nieh a 
8tat« «f lAongB, whs is ta expect patMtitiodtHtrjr, 
h^annu Btudjr, &i^«Uty aiid cue ; who, m 
amdi a state e£ tbingB, is <ts cxipact tbese to be 
flBpl<^d an porBiut »f that oDntpeCeoee wlucli' 
it ifl the bnidtAile wish of sU men b> aeenra I 
Illot long ago a man, who bad served hAh iime 
to a taadestnan in Loradoa, became, inolead ef 
pmraing h\% ttede, a Mook-j»bbec, or gamblwj 
atid,«nabo;ttiu«) ytforo, 'drove his ODaeA-.mrf^^lbttr, 
had his -towD haiMe and eaiintry boose, and -n^ 
sited, and ims vkiled fay, fett$ tf the idg/keat 
mmA .' A felioa-BifreMHee of ^lia \atisy gam- 
bleiV ^dlough a tradesman lin excellent bnsioes^ 
^oing las »rri^ reason wby ke sbonld net ham 
Uaeoacb-and-four al9o,tnraedhia stockdn trade 
into B^itake iot tfae 'OhMige ; bnt, alas I »t.tfae 
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end i>f a fijw months, iiutead of being in a cow^ 
and-four, he was in the Oazette! 
. '22. This -is Mie iuatunce' out of huhdredit of 
tlunuandsi not, indeed, exactly of the same 
description, but all arinng frmn'thesainecoptoiiK 
source. The words tpeeulaie and gpea^ation 
havebeeo substituted for gamble and gambUnff. 
The hatefulness of the pursuit is thus takeh away ; 
and, while taxes to the amount of more than 
double the whole of the rental of the kingdom i 
n4iile these cause such crowds of idlers, every one 
of whom calls himself a ffentleman, and avoids 
the appearance of working for his bread ; while 
this is the case, who is to wonder, that a great 
part of the yooUi of the country, knowing them- 
selves to be as good, asleanud, and as wdtbried 
as these gettilemen ; who is to wonder, that they 
think, l^at they also ought to be considered aa 
geatlemen? Then, the late tror {fAso the work of 
the Septennial Parliament) has left us, amongst 
its many legacies, such swarms of titled men 
and women; such swarms of "Sirs" and Uieir 
'f Ladies "; men and women who, only the other 
day, were the fellow-apprentices, fellow- trades- 
men's or farmers' sons and ' daughters, or, in- 
deed, the fellow-aervants, of those who are now 
in these several states of life ; the late Septennial 
Parliament war has left us such Bwarms of thes^ 
t^t it is no wonder that the heads of young 
people are turned, and that they are ashamed of 
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tbat state of life to act thdr put well in which 
ought to be tiieir delight. 

- 23. Bnt, though the cause of the evil is in 
Acta of the Septennial I^ltament; though this 
tuuTensI desire in people to be thought to be 
above tbdr station ; though tJus arises from such 
acts; and, though it is no wonder that young 
men are thus turned from patient study and 
labour; though these things be undoubted, they 
form no reason why I should not team you 
agunst becoming a victim to this nationpj scourge. 
For, in spite of every art made use of to avoid 
labour, the taxes will, after alt, maintain only to 
nam/ idlers. We cannot all be " knigktM " and 
**gmtlemen ": there must be a large part of us, 
after all, to moke and mend clothes and houses^ 
and carry on trade and commerce, and, in spite 
of all that we can do, the far greater part of ns 
most actually vsork at something ; for, unless we 
can get at some of the taxes, we fell under the 
sentence of Holy Writ, " He who will not wwk 
ahall not 'eat." Yet, so strong is the propen- 
Bity to be thought *' gentiemen"; so general ia 
this deure amongst the youth of this formerly 
laborious and unassuming nation ; a nation famed 
fer its pnnuit of wealth through the channels of 
patience, punctuality, and int^^ity; a nation 
lamed for its love of solid acquidUons and 
. qualities, and its hatred of every thing showy and 
hlae t »o general is this leally fraudulent desire 
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amongBt the jnutli of Uiia new " apfi(9l0ti*V " Wr 
tioQ, that thousands upop thouaail4fl 'Of tb^ta a>Df^ 
■t tiiia tBoiBcnt^ in a state af bal/ atjarvatipiij ^ot 
■0 mw^ because they are toA Zo^ to evp their 
hreaid, aa because they «Te \aa^<m4 1 4»d, w^iMt 
we the oomeiuencev ? Sueh a ysuth FeBWW v^ 
tecones, a burdeu to hU greats, of wboin I|(! 
«ug^t to be tbe cc^nioTt, if nat the wf port, 
Aiway* aspjring to someUiiDg h^her than he cw 
K&eh> his life is a life of disaf^intment ao^ 
of shame. If narriqge i^ol him, it is ,« leaj^ 
«ffiietion, inTolviug oUwfs as well as hi^seV^ 
His lot is a thousand tk»e6 wor&e th&u that of 
dte conmon labouiing (wip». J4ineteen tines 
pid; of twenty a premature death- awaits bins 
saA, alas ! how nutneious aj« the cases in which 
that death is most mivrable. Dot to say igno* 
Eunioos 1 Stignd ptidfi K one of tbe symptonw 
of Me4aess- Of the two uiadmeu mentiotwfl 
in Don Quixote, one .thought fawaself I^ftvmb, 
and the other JfTFiTBR. Shtdceapeare agnesL 
noth Cbrvantss; fbr^ Mafl Tom, in King 
Lear, being aaked who ^be is, anaweip, " 1 am a 
taUor Eun mad with pride." How tnany haw 
we beaid of, wb« clumed relalipnAbip wjtb^ 
nobkmea and kiaga; while lof not a few .t^ob 
has thought himself tbe Son of God I To ^ 
public journals, and to the observf^iotw ftfje-very 
one, nay, to the " oemUj/'lunatie e^y^ww" 
fthtugs Dcnrer heard o£ ai England till aowj, i 
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appeal for the fact of the vast and hideous •»- 
ereaae of madaesa in tMt country ; and, within 
these veiy few years, how many scores of young 

- men, who, if then minds had been unperverted 
by the gambling 'principles of the'day,'had a 
probably long and happy life before them ; who 
had talent, personal endowmentsi love of parents, 

:love of friends, admiration of lai^ circles; who 
had, in short, every thing to make life desirable, 
and who, from mortified pride, founded on false 
pteteasioiia,ha.veptttanendlolheirotimexate7tce! 
24. As to Drunkbnnbss and Gluttont, 
generally so called, these are vices so nasty and 
beastly that I deem any one capable of indulgii^ 
in them to be wholly unworthy of my advice ; 
and, if any youth, unhappily initiated in these 
odious and debasing vices, should happen to read 
what I am now writing, I refer him to the com- 
mand of God, conveyed to the Israelttea by 
Moses, in Deuteronomy, chap. xxi. The father 
and mother are to take the bad son " and bring 
" him to the elders of the city ; and they shall 
" say to the elders. This our son will not obey 
" our voice : he is a glutton and a drunkard, 
** And ail the men of the city shall stone him 
** with stones, that he die." I refer downright 

' beastly gluttons and drunkards to this; but in- 
dulgence short,/ar thortf of this gross and really 
nasty drunkenness and gluttony is' to be depre- 
cated, and that, to(^ with the more earnestness 
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becKOse H l« too often liwked upon «a bemg «o 
crime at dl, and u 1i«ving nsthing Uaipeid^ fa 
k: ti^, tfiere arc muiy penom, who jw-Me 
tlinnirim on Aeir rcAood tnt« in mmOcra con- 
tiected with eating and drinlctng : wo far fram 
being ashamed 0F employing their thoughts on 
Ae rabjectj it ia their boast that they do it. 9t. 
Gregory, one ol flte Chriatian bthns, wcji: 
** It k not the fomiitjf or Ae ;iHdi<y ctf the 
*" meat, or drink, bnt the Jove 0/ it that ■■ ctm- 

' * demned ;" diat is to aay, the indolgeoee beyoad 
the absolute demandt of natiRe; the hankering 
alter it j the neglect ci smne dnty or other fw 
the 8^e ef die enjeymenta of the taUe. 

23 . Tlus love of what are called ** gned e8tt% 
«Bd drinking," if very nnaiuiable ill growD-^ 
persons, ia perfectly hsteftil in • yvu/A ; and, if 
he Indulge ia the propeasity, he is dready half 
ruined. To warn you ^ainet acts of fnwd, 
robbery, and Violesee, is not tny prevince j tbat 

, is the bmbiew of thou who make and adawHS- 
ter tke ZatP. I am not talking to yoa againH 
acts iriiich the jdlor aad tbe hftigaaan pnnisfr; 

. nor ag^st tbase aioraj offencea winch idl aniin 
condenia; but againa hidulgenees, wtuclv by 

. Buni in general, are dBemed not ooly hanriesS, 

- bnl oieritorioaa ; hnt which the obecrratioB; df 
ny w^ete bfc haa taught me to regard aa d»- 
tnactriw to hnman hap p inesa j a«d agaiiut wUdi 

: aft «u^ to be oau&nei) even ia t^ir hoyiah 
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tnly uy^ that I haw never Iwotci ft maa, " fond 
at good. oUisg ftnd dcinl&iiig," u it is called} 
tbttt 1 have never kncAvn Mich a man (imd hua- 
Acds I hltve known) who vtaa -woriby «f isqMct. 
26. Such isdulgcncet vea, in the first plMfj 
Wry &^p*H»we. The laatenal* are coatly, and 
the (HcpsraticwB ttiil mora ao. What a moii*. 
sUons thing, that, in order to MuaXy the appetite 
of .a maiv there Inuit be a person ar twp ai worft - 
eaecy 4ay! More foel, culinarjr irapletnenta^ 
kitcbcn-rooot : what ! all theae merely to tickle' 
tlic palate of four or foe peoi^, and e^tecially 
people who <!aa hardly pay their way 1 And, 
tbeo, the loM ^timA : thc.tiue Rpcnt in t^eaaiog 
tks palate : it is truly horrible to heboid paoplf^ 
trfao oBght to be at work> eitjting; dt lite three 
swals, not leBB than three of tbe abott Jowteen. 
hour* thaX they are out of dieir beds I A youtbi. 
hvbiluatad to tbia sortitf Indulgence, cannot be 
valunble to any employer. Such ayouth can>: 
net be deprired of his table ■ enjoyments on aby 
■MonQt; his eating and drinking farm the mo- 
nMOtotts concern of ins bfe^ if. buaness inter- 
fMe with that, the business murt give way. A 
yuKBg man, some years ago, offiered himself to 
BM^ oD a parUeular ocoasitm, as an amcmugtui»f 
for which he apffeared to be perfectly qnalifiecl.. 
"ncteivis were settled, uid I, who wanted tbejob 
d^a t c be d, reqmated bioi to at dowOj and begm; 
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but he> looking out of the window, whence he 
could see the church clock, said, somewhat 
hastily, " I eatmot stop now, sir, I must go to 
" dumer." " Oh !" said I, *' you muai go to 
*^ dinner, must you t Let the dinner, which you 
" tttiist wait upon to-day, have your constant 
" services, then ; for you and I shall never agree." 
He had told me that he was in ffreat dutreta for 
want of employment ; and yet, when relief was 
there before hia eyes, he could forego it for the 
sake of getting at his eating and drinking three 
or four hours, perhaps, sooner than I should 
have thought it right for him to leave off work. 
Such a person cannot be sent from home, except, 
at certain times ; he musi be near the kitchen 
at three fixed hours of the day : if he be absent 
more than four or five hours, he is ill-treated. 
In short, a youth thus pampered is worth no- 
thing as a person to be employed in business. 

27- And, as to Jriendi and acgaamiances i 
they will gat/ nothing to you ; they will ({ff'er you 
indulgences under their roofs ; but, the more 
ready you are to accept of their offers, and, in 
fact, the better iaste you discover, the less they 
will like you, and the sooner they will find 
means of shaking you off; for, besides the cost 
which you occasion them, people do not] like 
to have critica sitting in judgment on their hot- 
ties and dishes. Water-driakert are univer- 
sally laughed at / but, it has always seemed to 
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we, that they tre amoBgst the iHoA: in4cowMC df 
guests, and Hut, fco, thou^ tlM .boat be by m 
mttm of a ai^afd1}> tisn. The trbth is, thejr 
§ife MA traaifife; theyix:<ft«ioa no antieijf to plMat 
titein; Ukjt wi awe not to nake their aittinga 
heiKaementlif long; and, whicb it the gNA 
ffanf irf all, tlnir cxamfde teaches moderatioaXis 
the Kstof the company. Your notorious 'Mevera 
•f good cben"^ are, en the contriu'y, not to be 
JBTited wfth^tdMer^fSM/un.- toentertaiDoneof 
Ibem is a serious biisinem; and as pee[^ arv 
Aet JipC ToloatarUy to undertake snch pieces ct 
bowness, the well-known ** lovers of good eating 
and drinking " are left, rery generally, to. enjoy 
it by theetsfllves and at their own expense* 
. 23. But, all other consideratioBs aside, health, 
tbe most valwtble of all earthly possessions, and 
irithent which aB' the rest are worth nothing, 
bids us, not only to refrain from except in eatii^ 
and drinking, but Uds us to stop ^oit of what 
■ighc be indulged is without aoy apparent im- 
propriety. Tbe words of Ecclesiasticus ought 
to ba read once a week by every young per* 
aen in the world, and particularly by the young 
people of tins conntry at this time. ** Eat mo- 
" destly that n^ichie set before thee, and devmir 
*'. n»t, lest tltam be hated. When .thou sittest 
'* anKHigst many, rea^ not thioe hand out first 
". of all. How little is a^eient for man, welt 
**tat^I A viholeaotae akqi eometh of a 
b3 
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*' temperate belly. Such a roan ritetk up in the 
" mortmff, and is weU at eaae trith him»eff, B^ 
** not too hasty of meats ; for excess of meats 
" bringeth sickness, and choleric disease com- 
" eth of gluttony. By surfeit have mai^ pe- 
" rished, and he that dieteth himself prolonget/k 
** Ait l^e. Show not thy valiantness in wine ; 
^ for wine hath destroyed many. Wine mea- 
^ surably taken, and in season, bringeth gladness 
" and cheerfulness of mind ; but drinking with 
" excess maketh bitterness of mind, brawlings 
^ and scoldings." How true are these words I 
How well worthy of a constant place in our me- 
mories ! Yet, what pains have been taken to ap- 
logise for a life contrary to these precepts ! And, 
good God ! what punishment can be too great, 
what mark of infamy sufficiently signal, for those 
pernicious rillaius of talent, who have employed 
tliat talent in the composition of BacchanaHoH 
songs ; that is to say, pieces of fine and captivat* 
iiig writing in praise of one of the most odious 
and destructive vices in the black catalogue of 
human depravity ! 

29. In the passage which I have just quoted front 
chap. xxxi. of Ecclssiasticus, it is said, that 
*' wine, measurably taken, and in season" is a 
pr^er thing. This, and other such passages of 
the Old Testament, have given a handle to 
drunkards, and to extravagant people, to insist^ 
that Go(2 tn^endetf that wine should be eomoumfy 
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drunk. No doubt of that. But, tKen, fae could 
intend this cmly m cetmtriet in which he had given 
tome, and to which he had given no cheaper drink 
except voter. If it he sud, as it truly may, that, 
by the means of the »ea and the wmdt, he has 
g^ven wine to idl cotmirief, I answer that this 
gift is of no use to us note, because our'goveni- 
ment steps in between the sea and the winds 
and US, Formerly, indeed, the case was dif- 
ferent : andj here I am about to give you, inci- 
dentally, a piece of hUlorical hnowledge, which 
you will not have acquired from Huhe, Gold* 
suiTH, or any other of the romancers called his- 
torians. Before that unfortunate event, the Pro- 
tatant Reformation, as it is called, took place, 
thepriceof RED WINS, in England, wasybttrpencff 
a gallon, Winchester measure; and, of warrs 
1V1NB, tvspence a gallon. At the same time 
the pay of a labouring man per day, as fixed by 
law, was fourpence. Now, when a labouring 
adan could earn ,/bur quartg of good wine in a 
day, it was, doubtless, allowable, even in Eng- 
land, for people in the middle rank of life to 
drink wine rather comnumiy ; and, therefore, in 
those happy days of England, these passages of 
Scripture were applicable enough. But, vow 
vihea we have got a Protestant government, 
which by the taxes which it makes people pay to 
i^ causes the e^AM part of a gallon of vAaa 
to cost more than the pay of a labouring man 
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ftr R day ; mm, thh pfmagc of Seriptnre n na«t 
^plicable OS. There' ii no "moon" in wbicb 
vre can tak« trine trithmit rarmtig- onreclresi 
however ■** measaroWy" we may hAe rt; and'J 
H>eg yo(i to regard, aa perverters «f Scriptutd 
and m sedocera of yoolh, all those vho ciM 
pBseafges 1%e that above cited, iir ^stflicatiDn o^ 
or as an apology- for, tlie practice df wfne-drink- 
i)ig;in Engfand. 

' 30. I beseech yon to Toc^ again and again a^ 
and to remember every word o^ tiie passage 
Tvliich I have just qnoted from the book of 
EccLBSiAsTicus. How completely have been, 
and are, its words verified by my experience ami 
in my person ! How lictfe of eating and drink- 
ing is anfficient for me ! How wholeaome is my* 
sleep ! How early do f rise ; and how "welt at 
ease" am I "with myself"! I shonid not havtf 
deserved sadi blessings, i( I had withheM frdnr 
Riy neighbours a knowledge of the means by 
whrch they were obtained ; and, Hierefore, this 
Knowledge I have been in the constant habit of 
communicating. When one gives a iSnTter to a 
eon^tmy, it is an extraordinary affair, and is iir- 
tended, by sensible men, for purposes other that* 
tJiose of eating and drinking. Bot, in ^enero^ 
in the every-day life, despicable are those who 
^ffer any part of their happiness to depend npon 
what they have to eat or to drink, provided they 
have a su^deney vf vAoiemmeJvod; despica- 
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ble is the man, and worse than despicable the 
youihf that would make any sacrifice, however, 
small, whether of money, or of time, or of any 
thing else, in order to secure a dinner different 
from that which he would have had without such - 
sacrifice. Who, what man, ever performed a 
greater quantity of labour than I have performed ? 
What man ever did so much ? Now, in a great 
measure I owe my capability to perform this la-' 
boar to my disregard of dainties. Beitig shut 
up two years in Newgate, with e line on my head 
of a thousand pounds to the king, for having 
expressed my indignation at the flogging of Erig-: 
lishmen under a guard of German bayonets, I 
ate, during one whole year,onemutton chopevery 
day« Being once in town, with one son (then s- 
Uttle boy) and a clerk, while my family was 
in the country, 1 had during some weeks, no- - 
thing but legs of mutton ; ' first day, leg of mutton ' 
boiled or roasted j second cold; third, hashed ; 
then, 1^ of mutton hoUed; and so on. When 
I have been by myself, ' or nearly so, I have 
elivaya proceeded thus : given directions for hav- 
ing every day the lame thing, or alternately 
as above, and every day exactly at the sanie hour, 
so as to prevent the necessity of any talk about 
the matter. I am certain that, upon an average, 
I havenot,duringmylife, spent more than Mir^-: 
fiee mimttet a day at table, including all the 
meals of the day. I like, and I take care to have. 
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gwkd and dean vietaals; bwt, if vbdesooe-aad 
dmn, tlmt is enouglk If I fiud it, hnf chaaec,: 
taa eomve tat my apfietit^ I put die food w ii K f 
or tet Mmebody do it, utd lean the appatits 
ta gather keenness. But, dte great Kcurity of 
^ is, to eat Sitk,. mad to drink tnthiag tbat- 
tjUaxieaU*. He thaC eats Ull he is JiiU is litde 
better than a beast ; and he th&t drii^ till he 
is drunk ia quite a beast. 

31. Before I disnuss this affair of eating aad 
dijaluii;, let me beseech j:ou to resolrc to free 
yourselves from Ae skvery of the tea and co^^v 
Bod other tiop-ieUle, if, luhappily, yoa have 
leea bredap in such slavery. Experience imM- 
taoght Di^ that those sfops are v^wiaHS to Aeaitkr 
uatil I left then off (having takn to them at die> 
age of 26), even my habits of a^ricty, inoderattt- 
eating, early rising; esen these were not, uatU I. 
lett off the slops, smffieient to grre me that oou~ 
{4ete health which I have stnce had. I pretend 
not to be a "doctor" ; bat, I assert, that to pow 
r^ulfirly„ every day, a piqt ch- two of warm Mfmit 
matter down the thnwt, whether under the awae< 
of tea, co&e, soup, grog, or whatever else, iS: 
^«atiy injurious to health. However, at present^^ 
lAat 1 have to represent to yttt- i* tit s?"e»t 4e-^ 
tbic/ion, vjbich the tue^tieu eltipa makea^Jrum 
your pawer t^ being vt^iUf and aba from year, 
power to AutboMl. yovr income, whaCever it .m^r . 
t^ and firan wbatcwi S9ttice arsung. I an ta. 
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-■mifipavi yd* to be deanai to beeonw a derm^ 
■tod ft meM mot; s vam to be, if not adaured 
«ad mend, at lent to be rt^eeied. In erdtr 
4a mnitTCBp«et beyond tbat wblA is doe to *eiy 
■conraoa mnif yon tmuft do aometfaiiig moR 
than very coimDoa men ; and I am now gmn|; to 
diow yon how yoar uatae miuf de impeded by tbe 
-'■ae of the akpr, 

39. If the women excUm, "KonsemeT come 
and t«he a cap," take it for ttiat once ; bnt, hear 
what I hare to say. In anawer to my represen- 
tation T^arding the waste of tt»e whicb is ac- 
easioned by the slops, it hss be«i said, that 
let what nay be the nature of the food, there 
'must he time far tAing it. Not n muck timtf 
'howerer, to eat a Wt of meat or cheese or Irattn 
with B fait of bread. But, these may he eaten te 
• atttip, a warehouse, a betory, Hr from any 
jfre, and even in a carriage on the road. The 
^ps ahselutriy denasd fire and a eongregatimj 
-so that, be yon bnnncBs what it may ; be you 
-Bhop-heeper, farmer, drorar, sportsman, traveller, 
~t* the »kp-board yon mast come ; yoa most wait 
fer its assemMit^, or start from home winiont 
■yoarhrea kfa flt j md, being- used to the warm 
;l i yi d , yos feci out c^ order for the want ef it. 
-If the ■ top s we r e in h^ien ainongat phm^ra«D 
.aMdaertera, we B«nt all be starred; forthe ft>aS 
'«aM4 verer be raivcA Tike owcbmtes are hoM- 
niined by them. Many of then are beeemfe 
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poor, enerrated creatures ; and chiefly from thia 
cause. But is the positive cost nothing? At 
boarding-schools an ad^tvmal' price ia given oa 
account of the tea slops. Suppose you to be a 
clerk, in hired lodgings, and going to your count- 

.ing-house at nine o'clock. You get your dinner, 
perhapsj near to the scene of your work; but 
how are you to have the breakfast sU^ without 

.a servant? Perhaps you find a lodging jnst to 
suit yon, but the house is occupied by people 

.who keep no servants, and you want a servant to 
l^ht a fire anA gtt the slop ready. You could 
get this lodging for several shillings a week less 
than another at the next door; but /Aere they 

.][,eep a servant, who will " get yon your break* 
fast," and preserve you, benevolent creature as 
she is, from the cruel necessity of going to 
the cupboard and cutting off a slice of meat or 
cheese and a bit of bread. She will, most likely, 
toast your bread for you, too, and melt your 
butter ', and then muffle you up, in winter, and 
send you out almost swaddled. Really such a 
thing can hardly he expected ever to become a 
num. You are weak ; you have delicate health j 
-you are " bilious " ! Why, my good fellow, it is 
.these very slops that make you weak and bilious ; 
And, indeed, the poverty, the real poverty; that 
;they and their concomitants bring on you, greatly 
.assist?, in more ways than one, in producing your 
" delicate health." 
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3. So hiuch for indulgences in eating, drink- 
ing and dress. Next, as to amueemetUs. It is 
recorded of the ratnous Alfred, that he devoted 
eight hours of the twenty-four to labour, eight to 
rett, and eight to recreatum. He was, however, 
king, and coilld he thinking during the eight 
honrs of recreation. It is certdn, that there 
ought to be hours of recreation, and I do not 
know that eight are too many; but, then observe, 
those hours ouglit to be weU-chasen, and the aoH 
of recreation ought to be attended to. It ought 
to be such as is at once innocent in itself and 
in its tendency, and not injurious to health. The 
sporta of the field are the best of all, because 
they are conducive to health, because they are 
enjoyed by day-Ught, and because they demand 
early rising. The nearer that other amusements 
approach to these, the better they are, A town- 
life, which many persons are compelled, by the 
nature of their calling, to lead, precludes the pos- 
sibility of pursuing amusements of this description 
to any very considerable extent; and young men 
in towns axi, generally speaking, compelled to 
choose between boohs on the one hand, or gaming 
and the plag-fumse on the othet. Dandng is at 
once rational and healthful : it gives animal spirits: 
it is the natural amusement of young people, and 
such it has been from the days of Moses : It is 
enjoyed in tiUmerous companies : it makes the 
jMinies to \Hi pleased with tfaemeelvee and ^th 
c 
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all about them : it has no tendency to excite base 
and malignant feelings ; and none but the moat 
grovelling ahd hateful tyranny, or the most stupid 
and despicable fanaticism, ever raised its voice 
against it. The bad modern habits of England 
have created one inconvenience attending the en- 
joyment of this healthy and innocent pastime ; 
namely, late hours, which are at once injurious to 
health and destructive of order and of industry. 
In other countries people dance by day-light. 
Here they do not; and, therefore, you must, in 
this respect, submit to the custom, though not 
without robbing the dancing night of as many 
hours as you can. 

34. As to Gaming, it is always crwdTial, either 
in itself, or in its tendency. The basis of it is 
covetous nes s ; a desire to take from others some- 
thing, for which you have given, and intend to 
give, no equivalent. No gambler was ever yet a 
happy man, and very few gamblers have escaped 
being miserable; and, observe, to game /or no- 
thing is still gaining, and naturally leads to 
gaming for something. It is sacrificing time, and 
that, too, for the worst of purposes. I have kept 
house for nearly forty years ; I have reared a fa* 
inily ; I have entertained as many friends as most 
people; and I have never had cards, dice, a 
chess-board, nor any implement of gaming, under 
my roof. The hours that young men spend in 
tbia way are hours murdered i precious hours. 
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that onght to be spent either in reading or in 
writing, or in rest, preparatory to the duties of the 
dawn. Though I do not agree with the base and 
nauseous flatterers, who now declare the army to 
he the beat school fter ttaieamen, it is certainly a 
schooT in which to learn experimentally many 
useful lessons ; and, in this school 1 learned, that 
men, fond of gaming, are very rarely, if ever, 
trust-worthy. I have known many a clever man 
rejected in the way of promotion only because he 
was addicted to gaming. Men, in that state of 
life, cannot ruin themselves by gaming,,for they 
possess no fortune, nor money ; but the taste for 
gaming is always regarded as an indication of a 
radically bad disposition ; and I can truly say, 
that 1 never in my wljole life knew a man, fond 
of gaming, who w.is not, in some' way or other, a 
person unworthy of^onfidencc. This vice creeps 
on by very alow degrees, till, at last, it becomes an 
ungovernable passion, swallowing up every good 
and kind feeling of the heart. The gambler, as 
pourtrayed by Rkgnard, in a comedy the trans- 
lation of which into English resembles the 
original much about as nearly as Sir Jam£5 
Gkaham's plagiarisms resembled the Registers 
on which they had been committed, is a fine 
instance of the contempt and scorn to which 
gaming, at last, reduces its votaries ; but, if any 
young man be engaged in this fatal career, and be 
not yet wholly lost, let him behold Hogarth's 
c2 
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gambler Just when he has made his last throto 
and when disappnintment has bereft him of his 
BCnses. If, after this sight, he remain obdurate, 
he is doomed to be a disgrace to his name. 

35. The Theatre may be a source not only of 
amusement but also of instruction ; but, as things 
now are in this country, what, that is not bad, is 
to be learned in this school ? In the first place 
not a word is allowed to be uttered on the stage, 
which has not been previouBly approved^f 1^ 
the Lord Chamberlain ; that is to say, by a per-> 
son appointed by the Ministry, who, at his plea- 
sure, allows, or disallows, of any piece, or any 
words in a piece, submitted to his inspection. In 
short, those who go to play-honsea patf their 
money to hear uttered aueh ivords <u the govem- 
ment approve of, (md no otherg. It is now just 
twenty-six years since I first well understood how 
this matter was managed ; and, from that mo- 
ment to this, I have never been in an Enghsh 
play-house. Besides this, the meanness, the 
abject servility, of the players, and the slavish 
conduct of the audience, are sufficient toi cor- 
rupt and debase the heart of any young man, 
who is a frequent beholder of them. Homage 
is here paid to every one clothed with power, be 
he who or what lie may ; real virtue and public- 
spirit are subjects of ridicule ; and mock-senti- 
ment and mock-liberality and mtick-ioyalty are 
applauded to the skies. 
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36. "Sbpw me a man's con^amtm*" eayv 
the proverb, " and I will tell you wluU the man 
K ; " and this it, and must be true ; becauBeall 
men sfek the society of those who think and act 
somewhqt Uke themselves : sober men wilt not 
associate with drunkards, frugal men will not 
like Bpendthrift«, and the orderly and decent 
shun the noi»y, the disorderly and the debauched. 
It is for the very vulgar to herd together as 
singers, ringers and smokers} but, there is a 
class rather higher still more blnmable ; 1 mean 
the tavern- haunters, the gay companions, who 
herd together to do little but talk, and who are so 
fond of talk that th«y go from home to get at it. 
[The, converiiation amongst such persons has 
nothing', of instruction in it, and is generally of s 
vicious tendency. Young people naturally and 
conimendably seek the society of those of their 
own age ; hut, be careful in choosing your com- 
panions; and lay this down as a rule never to be 
departed from, that no youth, nor man, oug:ht to 
be called your friend^ who ia addicted to indecent 
ialk, or who is fond of the soeieiy of proatittUes. 
Either of these argues a depraved taste, and even 
a depraved heart; an absence of all principle 
aud of all trust-worthiness ; and, I have remarked 
it all my life long, that young men, addicted to 
these vices, never succeed in the end, whatever 
advantages tJiey may hav^ whether in fortune or 
in talent. Fond uoUters and fathers are but too 
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apt to be over-lenient to such offenders ; and, as 
Ifmg aa youth lasts and fortune smiles, the pu- 
nishment is deferred ; but, it eomes at last ; it is 
sure to come ; and the gay and dissolute youth n 
a dejected and miserable man. After the early 
part of a life spent in illicit indulgences, a man 
is WBWorMy of being the husbaiM of a virtuous 
woman; and, if he have anything like justice 
in him, how is he to reprove, in his children, 
vices in which he himself so long indulged? 
These vices of youth are varnished over by the 
saying, that tliere must be time for " sowing the 
wild oals," and that "wildest colt» make the 
best hones." These figurative oats are, however, 
generally like the literal ones; they are never to 
6e eradicated from the soil; and as to the colts, 
wiltlness in them is an indication of hiffh animal 
spirit, having nothing at all to do with the mind, 
which is invariably debilitated and debased by pro- 
fligate indulgences. Yetthismiserablepieceofso- 
phistry, the ofifepring of parental weakness, is in 
constant use, to the incalculable injury of the rising 
generation. Wliat so amiable as a steady, trust- 
worthy boy ? He is of real use at an early age : 
he can he trusted far out of the sight of parent 
or employer, while the "pickle," -as the poor 
fond parents call the profligate, is a great deal 
worse than useless, because tiiere must be some 
one to see that be does no harm. If ypa 
have to choose, choose compwions of yevr own 
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rani m Rfe an nearly as may be ; but^ at any rate, 
none to whom you acknowledge in/eriority j 
for, slavery is too soon learned ; and, if the mind 
be bowed down in the youth, it will seldom rise 
up in the man. In the schools of those best of 
teachers, the Jbsoits, there is perfect equality 
Bs to rank in life; the boy, who enters there, 
leaves all family pride behind hira: intrinsic merit 
alone is the standard of preference ; and the 
masters are so scrupulous upon this head, that 
they do not suffer one scholar, of whatever rank, 
to hayc more money to spend than the poorest. 
These wise men know well the mischiefs that 
must arise from inequality of pecuniary means 
amongst their scholars : they know how injurious 
it would be to learning, if deference were, by the 
learned, paid to the dunce; and they, therefore, 
take the most effectual means to prevent it. 
Hence, amongst other causes, it is, that their 
scholars have, ever since the existence of their 
Order, been the most celebrated for learning of 
any men in the world, 

37. In your manners be neither boorish nor 
blunt, but, even these are preferable to simper- 
ing and crawling. I wish every English youth 
could see those of the United States of America ; 
always civil, never servile. Be obedient^ where 
obedience is due; for, it is no act of meanness, 
and no indication of want of spirit, to yield impli- 
cit and ready obedience to those who have a right 
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to demand it at your haj)4a< In this respect 
£tigland has been, and, { hope, always will be, 
eii example to the whole world. To fhis habit 
of willing and prompt obedience in appientices, 
ii) aervanta, tn all inferiors in station, she owei, 
in a great measure, her multitudes of matchlesi 
merchants, tradesmen, and workmen of every 
description, and also the achievements of her , 
armies and navies. It is no disgrace, but the 
contrary, to obey, cheerfully, lawliil and just oom- 
maiids. None are so saucy and disobedient a« 
slaves } and, when you come to read history, you 
will find that in proportion as nations have beeji 
free has been their reverence for the laws. 3utt 
there is a wide difference between lawfiU an4 
cheerful obedience and that servility which repre- 
sents people as laying petitions "at the khig't 
feet," which makes us imagine that we behold the 
supplicants actually crawling upon their bellies. 
There is something ao abject in this expression ; 
there is such horrible self-abasement in it, that I 
do hope that every youth, who shall read this, 
will hold in detestation the reptiles who make use 
of it. In all other countries, the lowest indivi- 
dual can put a petition into the Juoidt of the 
chief magistrate, be he king or emperor : let ua 
hope, that the time will yet cohie when English- 
men will be able to do the same. In the mean- 
while I beg you to despise these worse thai) pa- 
san parasites. . 
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3S. Hitherto I have . kd^ested you chieBy 
relative to the thingi to be avoided: let me now 
turn to the things which you ought to do. And, 
first of all, the ^iHtnding qf ytntr time, llie 
lespeot that you will reoeive, the real and sincere 
re^ectt will depend entirely ou what .you are 
able to do. If you be rich, you may purchase 
what ia called respect ; but, it is not worth 
having. To obtain respect worth poisessing you 
must, as 1 observed b^ore, do more than the 
commou run of men in your state of life ; and, 
to be Hiahled to do this, you nuist manage well 
yowr time: and, to manage it well, you tnust 
have as much of the daif-light and as little 
of the cvudle-iiffht as is consistent with the due 
discharge of your duties. When people get 
into the habit of sitting up mertiy for the pur- 
pose o/ talkifm, it is no easy matter to break 
themselves of it i andifthey'donotgoto bedearly, 
they cannot rise early. Young people require 
more sleep than those that are grown up : there 
must be the number of hours, and that number 
cannot well be, on an average, less than eight : 
ai)d, if it be more ia winter time, it is all the 
Itetter; for, an hour in bed is better than^an hour 
■pent over fire and cajidle in an idle gossip. 
People never should sit talking till they do not 
know what to talk about. It is said by the 
country-people, that one hour's sleep before 
midiught is worth more than two ^e worth after 
c5 
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midnight, and this I believe to be a fact ] but 
it is useless to go to bed early and even to rise 
eaily, if the time be not well employed after 
rising. In general, half the morning is loitered 
away, the party being in a sort of half-dressed 
half-naked state ; out of bed, indeed, but still 
in a sort of bedding. Those who first invented 
mormvg-gowns and sUppera could have very 
little else to do. 'ITiese things are very suitable 
to tliose who have had fortunes gained for them 
by others; very suitable to those who have 
nothing to do, and who merely live for the pur- 
pose of assisting to consume the produce of 
the earth ; but, he who has his bread to earn, or 
who means to be worthy of respect on account 
of his labours, has no bus-iness with morning 
gown and slippers. In short, be your business 
or calling what it may, dreat at once /or tfie 
day ; and tearn to do it (u gtackhf as possible. 
A looking-glass is a piece of furniture a great 
deal worse than useless. Looldmg at the face 
will not alter its shape or its colour ; and, per- 
haps, of all wasted time, none is so foolishly 
wasted as that which is employed in surveying 
one's own face. Nothing can be of Uttle im- 
portance, if one be compelled to attend to it 
every day of out Uvea : if we shaved but once 
a year, or once a month, the execution of the 
thing would be hardly worth naming : but, this 
is a piece of work that must be don? once every 
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day; and, as it may cost "only about^ue mimte$ 
of time, ■ and may be, and frequently is, made 
to cost tMrty, or even fifty minutei ; and, as' 
only fifteen minutes make about a fifty-eighth part 
of thfe hours of our average daylight j this being 
the case, this is a matter of real importance, i 
once heard Sir John Sinclair ask Mr. 
CocHRANB Johnstone, whether he meaned 
to have a son of his (then a little boy) taught 
Latin? "No," said Mr. Johnstone, "but I 
mean to do something a great deal better for 
him." "What is that?" said Sir John. "Why," 
said the other, "teach \Am to shave with cold wa- 
ter andwitkout aglasa." Which, 1 dare say, he 
did ; and, for which benefit, I am sure that son 
has had good reason to be grateful. Only think 
of the inconvenience attending the common prac- 
tice ! There must be hot water ; to have this 
there must be a fire, and, in some cases, a fire 
for that purpfase alone ; to have these, there 
must be a servani, or you must light a fire 
yourself. For the want of these, the job ia put 
off until a later hour : this causes a stripping- 
and another dressing bout ; or, you go iu a . 
slovenly state ail that day, and the next day 
the thing must be done, or cleanliness must be 
abandoned altogether. If you be on a journey 
you must wait the pleasure of the servants at 
the inn before you can dress and set out in the 
morning; the pleasant time for travelling is gone 
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\ief(a6 you cna move from the spot} Ineteqd of 
tiping at the end of your 4&y'< journey iu good 
tipf. ypu are benighted, and have tp enilure ai\ 
the great incoHveniences attendant on tardy 
movements. And, all thjs, from the appa- 
rently inaignificant afluir of shaving ! How many 
ji piece of important husinesa lias failed from 
a short delay I And how many thousand of such 
^elayn daily proceed from this unworthy cause 1 
•' Totffourt prit" was the motto of a fkmoua 
French general ; and, pray, let it be yours : b^ 
** always retufy;" and never, during ypw whole 
life, have to say, " J cannot go till J be sffaved , 
and drested." Do the whole at once for the 
day, whatever may be your state of life i and 
then you have a day unbroken by those indis- 
pepaable performances. Begin thus, in the days 
of your youth, and, having felt the snperiority 
which this practice will give you over those in 
all other respects your equals, the practice will 
stiqk by yo^i to the end of your life. Till you 
be shaved and pressed for the day, you cannot 
set Bteadily about any business ; you know that 
you must presently quit your labour to return to 
the dresaing affair ; you, therefore, put it off until 
that be over ; the interval, the precious intervali 
W spent in lounging about; apd, by the time that 
you are ready for business, the best part of the 
day is gone. 
, 39. Trifling as tins matter appears upon 
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nao^ it, it is, in fact, one of tbt grat cenoerua 
of life] and, far my put, I can truly say, that 
I owe mare of my ^eat lahours to my strict ad" 
berence to 'the precepts that I have here given 
you, than to all the natursl abilities with which 
I have been endowed ; for these, whatever may 
have b^a their amount, would have been of 
«omparaMv«Iy little use, even aided by great so- 
briety and abstinence, if I bad not, in early life, 
contracted tlie blessed habit of huabanding well 
my time. To thia, tnore than to any other thing, 
J owed my very extraordinary promotira in the 
^ army. I waa aiwoya ready ; if I had to mount 
guard at ten, I was ready at tme : never did any 
man, or any thing, wait one moment for me. 
Being, at an age under twenty yean, raised from 
Corporal to Sergeant Major at os««, over the 
heada of thirty sergeanta, 1 naturally should have 
been an object of envy and hatred ; hut this 
habit of early ri«iog and of .rigid adh^ienoe to 
the precepu which I have given you, really sub- 
duet) tbe^e passions; because every one felt, that 
what I dit) he had never done, and never could 
do. Before my promotion, a olerk waa wanted 
to niake out the morning report of the regiment, 
\ rendered the clerk unneoe«s»ry; and, long be- 
fore any other man was dre^ed for the parade, 
my work for the morning was all done, and I 
myself was on the parade, walking, in £n« waa* 
ther, for ap hwir perhaps. My fiustom ww this t . 
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to get up, in summer, at day-light, and in winter 
at four o'clock; ehave, dress, even to the putting 
of my sword-belt over my shoulder, and haring 
my sword lying on the table before me, ready to 
* hang by my side. Then 1 ate a bit of tdieese, 
or pork, and bread. Then I prepared my re- 
port, which was lilted up an fast as the compa-' 
nies brought me in the materials. After this I 
had an hour or two to read, before the time came 
for any duty out of doors, unless when the 
regiment or part of it went out to exercise in 
the morning. When this was the case, and the 
natter was left to me, I always had it on the 
ground in such time as that the bayonets glistened 
in the runng sun, a sight which gave me delight, 
of which I often think, but which 1 should 
in vain endeavour to describe. If the officers 
were to go out, eight or ten o'clock was the hour, 
sweating the men in the heat of the day, break- 
ing in upon the time for cooking their dinner, 
putting all things out of order and all men out 
of humour. When 1 was commander, the men 
had a long day of leisure before them : they could 
ramble into the town or into the woods ; go to 
get raspberries, to catch birds, to catch fish, or 
to pursue any other recreation, and such of them 
as chose, and were qualified, to work at their 
trades. So that here, arising solely from the 
early habits of one very young man, were plea-- 
sunt and happy days given to hundreds. 



h. Google 



I.] TO A TOUTM. 

40. Money is uad to be powtr^ which is, in 
some cases, true ; an<l the same may^ be said of 
haov^edge; but superior sobriety, industry and 
activity, are aatill more certain source of power j 
for without these, htotoledge is of little use ; and, 
as to the power which money gives, it is that of 
brute force, it is the power of the bludgeon and 
the bayonet, and of the bribed press, tongue and 
pen. Superior sobriety, industry, activity, though 
accompanied with but a moderate portion of 
knowledge, command respect, because they have 
great and visible influence. The drunken, the 
Jusy, and the inert, stand abashed before the 
sober and the -active. Besides, all those whose 
interests are at stake prefer, of nece<tsity, those 
whose exertions produce the greatest and most 
immediate and visible effect. Self-interest is no 
respecter of persons: it asks, not who knows 
beat what ought to be done, but who is most 
likely to do it : we may, and often do, admire the 
talents of lazy and even dissipated men, but we 
do not trust them with the care of our interests. 
If, therefore, you would have respect and influ- 
ence in the circle in which you move, be more 
sober, more industrious, more acUve thao the 
geu.ral run of those amongst whom you live. 
■ 41. As to Education, this word is now ap- 
plied exclusively to things which are taught in 
schools; but,e(^a/ionmeansre(ir^(Qj, andthe 
French speak of the education of pigs wd sheep. 
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In avery famon* Fi«ndi book on rural aflbirs, 
there is a Chapter entitled " Educatum dm 
*' coehon'' ; that ia, edtieaiion of tie hog. Tlie 
word has the same meaning in both languages \ 
lor, both take it from the Latin. Neither is the 
word LKABMNO properly confined to things 
taught in schools, or by books ; for, learning 
lueuna ktutwledge^ ; and, but a comparatively amaU 
put of useful knowledge conies from books. 
Men are not to be called ignorant merely be- 
cause 'they cannot make upon paper certain 
marks with a pen, or because they do not know 
the meaning of such marks when made by others. 
A ploughman may be very lemmed in his line, 
though he does not know what the If^ters 
p.l.o.u.ff.h mean when he sees them com- 
bined upon paper. The first thing to be required 
€>f a man is, that he understand well his qwn 
calimff, or profeinon; and, be ^ou in what state 
of life you may, to acquire this knowledge ought 
to be your first and greatest care. A man who 
has had a new-built honse tumble down will 
derive little more consolation from being told that 
the architect is a great astronomer, than this dis^ 
tressed nation now derives ttom being assured 
that its distresses arise Irom the measures of a 
long list of the greatest orators andgreatest heroes 
that the world ever beheld. 

4B. Nerertheless, book-learning is byno means 
to be despised ) and it is a thing i^icb may be 
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laudably sought after by persona in all atate* of 
life. In those pursuits which ato called pra' 
femouBy it is necessary, and aUO| in certain 
trades j and, in persons in the middle ranks of 
life, a. total absence of such learning is somewhat 
disgraceful. There is, however, one danger to 
be carefully guarded a^inst ; namely, the opinion, 
that your genius, or your literary acquire menti* 
are such as to warrant you in disregarding the 
calling in which you are, and by which you gain 
your Iwead. Parents must have an uncon^mon 
portion of solid sense to counterbalance their 
natural affection sufficiently to make them cdoii 
petent judges in such « case. Friends ore par- 
tial ; and those who are not, you deem enemiea, 
Stick, therefore, to iM '^i rejy upon your 
mercantile or mechanical or professional calUiigj 
try your strength ii) literature, if yon like ; but, 
refy'OB the shop. If Bloomfielo, who wrote 
a poem called the FAHMEa's BoY, had placed 
no reUance on the faithless mutes, his unfortunate 
and much to be pitied family would, in all pron 
bability, have not been in a state to solicit relief 
from charity. I remember that this loyal ahoe-< 
maker was filtered to the skies, and (ominoua 
sign, if he had understood it) feasted at the tables 
of some of the great. Have, I beseech you, no 
hope of this sort; and, if you find it creeping 
towards your heart, drive it instantly away as U14 
portal foe of your isdependaope aiid your peace. 
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43. With this precaution, however, hook- 
leaining is not only proper, hut highly com- 
mendable; and portions of it are - absolutdy ne- 
cessary in every case of trade or profe&siou. 
One of these portions is distinct reading, plain 
and neat Ivriting, and arithmetic. The two for- 
mer are mere child's work ; the latter not quite 
so easily acquired, but equally indiapeuBable, 
and of it you ought to have a thorough know- 
ledge before you attempt to study even the gram- 
mar of your own language. Arithmetic is soon 
learned; it is nota thing that requires much natural 
talent; it is not a thing that loads tbe memory or 
puzeles the mind ; and, it is a thing of every-day 
ttiiliiy. Therefore, this is, to a certain extent^ 
an absolute necessary; an indispensable acqui- 
sition. Every man is not to be a mrveyor or an 
actuary s ^d, therefore, you may stop far short 
of the knowledge, of this sort, which is demanded 
by these professions ; but, as far as common ac- 
counts and calculations go, you ought to be per- 
fect ; and this you may make yourself, without 
any assistance from a mister, by bestowing upon 
this science, during six months, only one half of 
the time that is, by persons of your age, usually 
wasted over the tea-slops, or other kettle-alops, 
alone! If you become Jbnd of this science, 
there may be a little danger of wasting your 
time on it. When, therefore, you have got as 
much of it as yonr business or profession can 
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possibly render necessary, turn the time to some 
other purpose. As to books, on this subjeot, 
they are in every body's hand ; but, there is one 
hook on the subject of calculations, which I must 
point out to you ; " The Cambist," by Dr. 
Kelly. This is a bad title, because, to men 
in general, it gives no idea of what the book 
treats of. It is a book, which shows the value 
of the several pieces of money of one country 
when stated in the money of another country. 
For instance, it tells us what a Spanish Dollar, a 
Dutch Dollar, a French Frank, and so on, is 
worth in English money. It does the same with 
regard to weights and measures : and it extends 
its information to all the countries in the world. 
It is a work of rare merit; and every youth, be 
his state of life what it may, if it permit him 
to pursue book-learning of any sort, and par- 
ticularly if he be destined, or at all likely to 
meddle with commercial matters, ought, as soon 
as convenient, to possess this valuable and in- 
structive book. 

44. Tlie next thlug is the Grammar of your 
own language. Without understanding this, you 
can never hope to become fit for any thing beyond 
mere trade or agriculture. It is true, that we do 
(God knows!) but too often sec men have great 
wealth, high titles, and boundless power, heaped 
upon them, who can hardly write ten lines to- 
getlier correctly j but, remember, it is not merit 
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that has been the came of their advancement; the 
C{ui3e has been, in almost every such case, the 
subserviency of the party to the will of soine gor 
verninent, and the ' baseness of some nation who 
have quietly submitted to be governed by brazen 
fools. Do not you imagine, that you will have 
Juck of this sort : do not you hope to be rewarded 
and honoured far that ignorance which shall prove 
a scourge to your country, and which will earn 
you the curses of the children yet unborn. Rely 
you upon your metit, and upon nothing else. 
Without a knowledge of grammar, it is impossible 
for you to write correctly, and, it is by mere ac- 
cident if you speak correctly ; and, pray bear in 
mind, that all well-infoimed persons judge of a 
man's mind (until they have other means of judgr 
ing) by his writing or speaking. The labour' 
necessary tq acquire this knowledge is, indeed, 
not trifling : grammar is not, like arithmetic, a 
science consisting of several distinct depart- 
ments, some of which may be dispensed with : 
it is a whole, and the whole must be learned, or, 
no part is learned. The subject is abstruse : it 
demands much reflection and much patience : 
but, when once the task is performed,, it is per- 
formed for life, and in every day of that life it 
will be found to be, i^ a greater or less degree, 
a source of pleasure or of profit or of both to- 
gether. And, what is the labour ? It consists of 
no bodily exertion j it exposes the student to po 
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«ol6, so hunger, no suffering of any tort. The 
atndy need Subtract from the hours of no biiBinesi, 
nor, indeed, from the hours of necessary exerciie ; 
the h'oura usually spent on the ted and colTee slops 
and in the mere gossip which acoompany then) ] 
those wasted hours of only me year, employed 
hi the study of English gr&mmar, would malie yon 
B correct speaker and writer for the rest <tf yoUr 
life. You want no school, no room to Mudy in," 
no expenses, and no troublesome circumstances ol 
any sort. I learned grammar when I was a pri- 
vate soldier on the pay of sixpence a day* The 
edge of my berth, or that of the gnard'bed, was 
tny seat to study in ; tny knapsack wfts my book^ 
Case ; a bit of board, lying on my lap, was my 
writing-table; and the task did not demand an^ 
tiling lite a year of my life. I had no money to 
purchase candle or oil ; in ^nter-time it was 
rarely that I could get any evening-light but that 
of the fire, and only my ^um even of that. And, 
if r, under such circumstances, and without pa- 
rent or friend to advise or encodrage me, accom- 
plished this undertaking, what excuse can there 
be for any youth, however poor, however pressed 
with business, or hoWever circumstanced as -to 
room or other convenience ! To buy a pen or 
a sheet of paper I was compelled to forego some 
portion of food, though in a state of half-starva- 
tlon ; I had no tnontent of time that 1 c«nld call 
my own ; and 1 had to read^ &nd to write amidst 
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the talking, laughing, sin^ng, whistling and 
brawling of at least half a score of the most 
thoughtless of men, and that, too, in the hours 
of their freedom from all control. Think aot 
lightly of the fwrthwg that i had to give, now 
and then, for ink, pen, or paper ! That farthing 
was, alas 1 a jrrea^ suna to me ! I was as.tall as I 
am now; 1 had great health and great exercise. 
The whole of the money, not expended for us at 
maiket, was ttoo-peace a week for each mau. I 
remember, and well I may I that, upon one oc- 
casion 1, after alt absolutely necessary expenses, 
had, on a Friday, made shift to have a half-penny 
in reserve, which I had destined for the purchase 
of a red-herring in the morning ; hut, wlieu I 
pulled oB my clothes at night, so hungry then as 
to be hardly aWe to endure life, I found that I 
had last myhalfrpama/! I buried my head under 
the miserable sheet aW rug, and. cried like a, 
child! And, again I say, if T, under circum-. 
stances like these, could encounter and overcome 
this task, is there, can there be, in the whole 
world, a youth to find an excuse for the non-per- 
formance ? What youth, who shall read this, will 
not be ashamed to say, that he is not able to find 
time and opportunity for this most essential of all 
the branches of book-learning? 

45. I press this matter with such earnestness, . 
because a knowledge of grammar is the founda- 
tion of all literature} and because without this 
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knowledge opportunities for writing and speaking 
are onlj occasions for men to display their unfit- 
ness to write and speak. How many false pre- 
tenders to erudition have I exposed to shame 
merely by my knowledge of grammar! How 
many of the insolent and ignorant great and 
powerful have I pulled down and made little, and 
despicable! And, with what ease have 1 con- 
veyed upon numerous important subjects, infor- 
mation and instruction to millions now alive, and 
provided a ator« of both for millions yet unborn I 
As to the course to be pursued in this great un- 
' dertakiug, it is, first, to read the grammar from 
the first word tq the last, very attentively, several 
times over; then, to copy the whole of it very 
correctly and neatly ; and then to study the Chap- 
ters one hy one. And what does this reading 
and writing require as to time } Both. together 
not more than the tea-slops and their gossip* for 
three moni/ts ! There are about three hundred 
pages in my English Grammar, Four of those 
little pages in a day, which is a mere trifle of 
work, do the thing in three ponths. Two hours 
a day are quite suificient for the phrpose ; and 
these may, in any town that 1 have ever known, 
or in any village, be taken from that part of the 
morning during which the main part of the peo- 
ple are in bed, I do not like the evening-candle- 
light work : it wears the eyes much more than 
the same sort of light in the morning, because' 



h. Google 



cobbett's ADVtCB [Letter 

then the faculties are in vigour and wholly un- 
exhatisted. But for this purpose there is sufficient 
of that day-light which is ususlly wasted ; usually 
gosaipped or lounged away; or spent in some 
Other manner productive of no pleasure, and ge- 
(leralfy producing pain in the end. It is very he- 
coming in all persons, and particularly in th^ 
yourtg, to be civil and even polite : but, it became^ 
ndther young norold to have an everlasting simper 
, on their faces, and their bodies sawing in an ever- 
lasting bow: and, how many youths have I seen 
who, if they had spent.'in the learning of gram- 
mar, 8 tenth part of the time that they have con- ' 
sumed in earning merited conVempt for their 
affected gentility, would have laid the fpundation 
of sincere respect towards them for the whole of 
their lives I 

46. Pa-severance is a prime quality in every 
pursuit, and particularly in this. Yours is, too, 
the time of life to acquire this inestimable habit. 
Men fail much oftener from want of perseverance 
than from want of talent and of good disposition : 
as the race was not to the hare but to the tortoise ; 
BO the meed of success in study is to him who is 
not in haste, but to him who proceeds with a steady 
and even step. It is not to a want of taste or 
of desire or of disposition to learn that we have 
to ascribe the rareness of good scholars, so much 
as to the want of patient perseverance. Grammar 
is 8 btaoeh of knowledge, like all other things of 
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high value, it is of difficalt acquirement: the 
study is dty; the subject is intricate; it engages 
not the passions ; and, if the gredi end be not 
kept constantly in view; if yotilose, fin a moment, 
right of the ample reward, indifference begins, 
that is followed by weariness, and disgust and 
despair close the book. To gUaxd against this 
result be not In haste ; keep tteadHy on ; and, 
when you find weariness approaching, touse your-' 
self, and remember, that, if you give up, all that 
you have done has been done in vain.' This is 
8 matter of great moment; for out of every ten, 
who undertake this task, there are, perhaps, nine- 
who abandon it in despair ; and this, too, merely 
for the want of resolution to overcome the first 
approadies of weariness. The most effbctu'al 
means of security against -this morti^ng result' 
is to lay down a rule to write or to read a ctr- 
tain fixed quantity ever^ tfiiy, Sunday excepted. 
Ouf minds are not always in the same state;' they" 
have n6t, at all timesj'the same elctsticity; to- 
day we are full of hope on the very same ground*, ' 
whidi, tO-rabrrow, afford us no hope at a;llr 
eVeryhuman being is liable to those '46ws and 
ebbs of the mind ; but, if reason - interfere, and 
bid you overcome the fits of las^u'de, andal-' 
most mechanically to go on without the stimiliaEr 
of' hApe, the buoyant fit speedily rtthrns ; yotr 
ebngratulato yourself that yoii did not yield W 
^e temptation to-abandon your pursuit, and yoQ 
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praceed.with jnorcv^uf than eyer. : Fi>epr ax.- 
triumphs over temptation to iudolence or despur. 
lay.the fttundatltm of certain success; and, what- 
is«f stillmo^ impettaoee, fixio you.th^i^^ qf- 
pa-aeveratice. 
■ 47- If I haye bestowed a large portion of taj 
Bfiace on this topic, it has been because J know,, 
from experience as well as from observataoo, 
that it i& of more importance thui aljl the other 
braitchea of book-learning put together. It givei 
yon, ndien yiuf possesa^it thoroughly, & reqliasd. 
praoticfl superiority over the &r greater part of- 
meiu How often did. I experience tins even loi^. 
be&re.I became what is called an author J The 
4^utafii, under whom it was my duty to act 
vrhen I was a Sergeant Major, was, as almost all 
military officers ar^:pr, at least taere, a very Uli^ 
terate man, perceiving that ^eve^y sentence, of. 
nnne .was jn the same form and manner as sen- 
tenocB in jtriiu!, Jseoame shy of letting; me- tee. 
pieces of hia writing. The wiriting of ordert, 
- ■ and other things,, therefore, fell to ine^ and thusj 
thcRigh.no nominal addition was madetpmypaj, 
anul no nwiinal'. addition to my authority, 1 ac-, 
quired tl?e latter as effectually as if a law. t^ad. 
bsf!n pf«sed to cpnfer it upon me. In. short,, 
I o^ifi to tha possession of this hrajjich of know— 
l^dge ev^ry thing that has enabled ine to do; so 
qitny things, t^i^t very few otker mcnjutve done,, 
igidr that now giv^ me. a degri^e of iafluenc% 
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such aa is possessed by few others, in the most 
weighty concerns of the country. The posses- 
sion of this branch of knowledge raises you in 
yonr own esteem, gives just confidence in your^ 
aelf, and prevents you from being the willing sIbtb 
of the rich and die titled part of the community. 
It enables you to discover that riches and title* 
do not confer merit ; yon think comparadvely 
little of them ; and, as far as relates to you^ at 
any rate, their insolence is innoxious. 

48. Hoping that I have said enough to induce 
you to set resolutely about the study of ffram- 
mar, I might here leave the subject of learning; 
arithmetic and grammar,bothireU^amei^being^ 
as much as I would wish in a mere youth. But 
these need not occupy the whole of your spare 
time ; And, there are other branches of learning 
which ought immediately to follow. If your 
own calling or profession require book-study, 
books treating of that are to be preferred to all 
others ; for, the first thing, the first object in life, 
is to secure the honest means of obtaining sus- 
tenance, nument, and a state of being suitable 
to your rank,' be that rank what it may: excel- 
lence in your own calling is, therefore, the fltst 
thing to be aimed at. After this may come ge- 
neral knowledge, and of this, tlie first is s 
thorough linowledge of your own country! for, 
how ndiculous is it to see an English youth 
engaged in reading about the customs of the 
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Chuuse^proftheHiadooajwhileiie is content to 
be tQtaJly ignorant of thow of Kent or o£ Cora'>. 
Willi 1 ' W«IL employed he must be in ascortaia- 
ing how Greece waa divided and how tt^e Romans 
parcelled out their territory, while he kijows not». 
and, apparently, does not want to know, how 
England came to be divided into counties hun^ 
dredfi, parishes and tithinga. 

49. Oeogeafht naturally follows Grammar-i 
and, you should beg^ with that of this liingdoni,. 
which you ought to understand well, perfectly 
well, before you venture to look abroad. A ra«- 
ther slight knowledge of the divisions and cue* 
toms of other countries is, generally speaking, 
sufficient} but^ not to know these full well, aa 
far as relates to our own country, is, in oqe who. 
pretends to be a gentleman or a scholar,^ some-' 
what disgraceful. Yet, how many men are there,- 
and those called gentlemen too, who eeem (o. 
think that counties and parishes, and churches; 
and parsons, and tithes and glebes, and maoors 
and courts-leet, and paupers and poor-houaef^ 
all grew up in England, or dropped down uppQ; 
it, immediately after Noah's flood ! Surely, it 
is nece^aary for every man, having any pretensions 
to scholarship, to Iinow how iheae ikit^g came ; , 
and, the sooner this knowledge is acquired the 
better^ for, until it be acquired you read the, 
Matory of yonr country in viun. Indeed, to 
communicate this knowledge is one main part of 
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the bustnesiof hist«ry;. (>uk it is a paiCwfait^ 
nohistoruui* commonly so called, ho^ Ihftt Ikaaw 
offerer yet performed, except^anp^irt, myaelf* 
in the History, of the PBoccsTJk^~T Bfi»>itM*i> 
TlOK. I .b»d read HtTMs's Histon^ of EngjaiKl 
and the Coatinuationby Smoujett ; but, in 1802, 
when I wanted to av^te on the euli^ect of tb* 
non-retid^ce (if the clergy, I found, to my gxeto 
mortification, that I knew nothii^ nt tbe foundft^ 
tion of the ofiGLce and tbe claims of tbe parsonic 
and that I could not even guess at lite;Oriffin ^, 
jtariahef. This gave a new tuiq to my inquiries.^ 
and [ spoQ found the romancen, called historians^ 
had givenme no information that I pould rely 
on, and, besides, had done, appar«ntl)^ aU tltiey 
could to keep me in the dark, 

50. When you come to Hisroav, begin aba^ 
with that of your ovn xouatry ; and here it m 
my boaadcDdaty to put yon-well on ]/ottr guard $: 
fOitt in this respect we ar« pecaliarfy uofeitunate, 
spd for the following ; leaaons, to which I beg: 
you to attend. Three iamdrtd yaar* og9> th» 
refig^n of England bad been, during nin« hun- 
dred yearsi-riie Cathdic rel%iou:: the Caitiholic^ 
^ergy possessed about a t^ird part of all the lands. 
and bouses, which, they held is trutt hn their. 
owp support, for the; huiidvig and npmmg- ^f 
chxtrchea; and ,£>» the, relief. of tbe poor,.tli«i 
^dpv^j the orphan and tbe.stntngetf but, ab the 
time just,pKnitioneda th^ kit)g and the aristoctw^ 
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changed the religion to Pro'etffflU, took the estates 
of the church and the poot to themsehet as their 
own propertjf, and taxed the people at largie for, 
tfie building and repairinf; of churches and for 
the ielirf of the poor.' This great and terriblei 
change,' effect^ partly by force against the peo- 
ple and partly by the modt artful means of decep- 
tion, gave rise to a series of efforts, which has 
been continued from that day to tMt, to cause ns 
all to believe, that that change was /or the bet- 
ter, that it was for ow good; and that, before 
that Hme, our forefathers were a act of the most 
miserable slaves that the sun ever wanned with 
his beams. It happened, too, that the orf Of 
Jointing was not discoveredi or, at least, it was 
very little understood, until ^out the time when 
this change took place; so that thebooks relating 
to former timed were confined to manuscript; 
and, besides, even these manuscript libraries 
were destroyed with great care by those who had 
made the change and had grasped th6 property 
of the poor and the church. Our " lEstoriata," 
as they are called, have written underwear of the 
powerftil, or have been bribed by them; and, 
generally speaking, both at the same timej and^ 
accordingly, their works are, as far as they relate' 
to former times, masses of lies unmatched by imy 
others that the world has ever seen: 

51. The great object of these lie» always has 
been to make the main body of' th^ people 
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bsHevd^ tTiflC ^e nation is bdv more ha^y,' metre 
popatous;, more powerful, than it'ifot b^ore it 
was ProieatQnt, and thweby to !ftdHti<; in' to 
conclude, that it was a pood fMnff Jhr u». that 
Aie Aristocracy should take to themsdves the 
ivopeny of the poor and the church, and make 
the people at lai^e -paii taxes for the mpport of 
^M. This has been, and still is, the great 
object of all those- heaps of lies ; and those lies 
sre continually spread about amongst us in all 
{bums' of pulflicatian, from (w&vy fcdida down 
to half'peuny tracts. In refutation tft those lies 
we' have. Only very few and rare aneient hooka 
to refer' to, and their information is incidental, 
■eeing tfaatlheir authors never- dreamed of the 
|wssibility of the lying generations which were 
to «ome. We have the ancient acts of par- 
UaDaent, tbc common^aw, the customs, the 
pinaoiis-ef l^e ohurch, and Me thwehes them-^ 
teiaes;- but t^se demand analyses and arffvi^ 
taeni, and they demand also a ret^ltf fi^epr'^^ 
■ aaA' ifi^^udiced atul patieni' riAdefai 'Kevtr 
in thik world, before, had'truth to strug-gle vtitH 
M meoiy and such greatl disadvantages ! . - . 
-. 52. To lefKe lies is not, «t presentv my busi- 
ness; but it is my business to give you, in as' 
■mkll a compass as posbibk, one striking pro«( 
liiA'ihey are lies^ and, thereby, to put you well 
^pon 'your guard Tor the w))tile of the^teirt of your 
Kfe; tbe opinion sedulously inculcated by these 

D 
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'.'Mrioma^^'.iatkh; that before lh« JVv£e«£M 
timea catne>. Et^land vnu, eomparativel^, sb i*. 
Ngmfici^t;««uQtry, Aflfwn^ /mf ptsple mit, tmd 
iAoae/fto^iffreicbe^ poor tmd nUagn^lff. Nair* 
take Ihs fiillowjitg toufenio^ /m^. AJl tlN 
parishes ia Bogl^d are now (exe^t yihete tb«f 
■bHve beeo unt'fio^ and two, three, or four, ham 
been made into: one) in poiat of Hze^ what they 
trare a tltousa^ yean ago. The county of 
Nprfolk is the bett cuItiTattd of eay nae in £^^^ 
lutdt 1^ county has time 731 parishm; and 
the number was ftmnetly greaUr. Of these 
fansi^et, 22 itiv«nov no ckurcheaaiaii; 7'4c(Hb- 
tain Iws than 100 Boub ebch : aad 268 hare no 
pationa^e-hw**'- ^ow, obierre, every parish 
bad, inold tinaes, aehurch and a parsonagc-hcniecv 
The covnty contiuna 2,092 aquare. miles ; that is 
tO'Sayj MHiKthing leas than 3 square m^es to«ach 
paririi, and thst ii 1^20 stctnte acnes of laadj 
vul the siee of eaeih pajriih i^ ea an av^sge, 
that of a pi«w oi groond abimt one mila aod a 
^f «acb. tray} . ao, that the chareheB are, effae ■ 
1^^, on an average, only lAoaX « mie and a Aojf 
Jrom each-, i>tker„ No% ^ questieQB for ymi ts 
put to yourself are tjbtese: Were churcbea forjserly 
))uiUraii4;h4pt up.<a(/io»<l battg woa/ei^ ami eat 
^pecisJly by a pa^ and raiwrable people? OaA 
tb^eimisfi^aU^ people b^jld 74 fjitmeheavut «f 
IPX, ^iit-ffi T«bifh: 7,4. had not s ihiuuli*d Mwla 
^clongTAg U itiJ \t it ft fiignof Up wgmeatcil 
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papulation, tb«t 22 chwcbee out of 731 have 
tumbled down and been effaced ? Wa«it a coun- 
try iAinlj/ iubabiteid by miseraiile pea]iU that 
could build and ke^ ft £hjir«h in erery pieoe of 
ground a mile and s balf each way^ betides 
bariag, in this same couity, 77 monastic estsb- 
lishments and 142 free chapels? Is it a sign of 
augmented populatieo, ea«e aod pleaty, tha^ out 
of 73 1 paiisheB, 263 have suffered the pusoai^ce- 
houses to fall into ruiiiit, and their sites to be> 
come patches of nettles and of brambles ? Put 
these questions calmly to yourself; common 
sense will dictate the answers ; and truth will call 
for an expression of your indignation against the 
lying historians and theetill more lying population 
mongers. 



LETTER 11. 

TO A yOtJNG Ui-S. 



53. In the foregoing letter f have given toy 
advioe to a Youth.'; In addressing myself to you, 
f am to presume tlhat you have entered upon your 
present stage of li^, having acted upon t4ie pre-' 
ceptB contained iti tliat letter ; and that, of course,' 
■k • D 2 
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you are a sober, abstinent, industrious and ivell- 
informed young man. In the succeeding letters, 
which will be addressed to the Lover, the Hus- 
band, the Father, and the Citizen, I shall, of 
course, have to include my notion of your duties 
as a master, and as a person employed hy another. 
In the present letter, therefore, I shall conline 
myself principally to the con<luct of a young man 
with regard to the management of his means, or 
money. 

54. Be you in what line of life you may, it will 
be amongst your misfortunes if you have not time 
properly to attend to this matter; for it very 
frequently happens, it has happened to thousands 
upon thousands, not only to be ruined, according 
to the common acceptatioo of the word ; not only 
to be made poor, and to suffer from poverty, in 
consequenceofwaut of attention to pecuniary mat- 
ters ; but it has frequently, and even generally, 
happened, that a want of attention to these mat- 
ters has impeded the progress of science, and of 
genius itself. A man, oppressed with pecuniary 
cares and dangers, must he next to a miracle, if 
he have his mind in a state fit for intellectual 
labours; fo say nothing of the temptations, arising 
from SUCH distress, to abandon good principles, 
to suppress useful opinions and usefiil facts ; and, 
in short,.to beceme a disgrace to his kindred, and 
ap evil to his country, instead of bdng an honour 
to the former and a blessing to the latter. To be 
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poor and independent is very neaily an impossi- 
bility. 

55. But, then, povcTty is uot a positive, but a 
relative term. Burke observed, and very truly, 
that a labourer wJio earned a sufficiency to nuun- 
t^n him as a labourer, and to maiutain hint in a 
suitable manner; to give him a sufficiency of good 
food, of clothing, of lodging, and of fuel, ought 
not to be called a poor man; for that, though he 
bad litile riches, though his, compared with that 
of a lord, was a state of poverty, it was not a 
state of poverty in itself. When, therefore, I say 
that poverty is the cause of a depression of spirit, 
• of inactivity and of servility in men of literary 
talent, I must say, at the same time, that the evU 
arises from their own fault; from their having 
created for themselves imaginary wants; from 
tbeir having indulged in unnecessary enjoyments, 
and from their having caused that to be poverty, 
which would not have been poverty, if they had 
been moderate in their enjoyments. 

56. As it may be your lot (such has been 
nine) to live by your literary talent, I will, here, 
before I proceed to matter more applicable' to 
persons in other states of life, observe, thaC £ 
cannot form an idea of a mortal more wretched 
^thaa a man of real talent, compelled to curb 
his genius, and to submit himself .in the ex- 
'Crcise of that genius, to those wham be kn^qs 
to be far inferior to himself,, and wlwin hs niifat 



h. Google 



■coB«Err*s ixtvict [Letter 

ijespfee from • the bottom of his soul. The Iat« 
Mr. William Gifford, who was the sort of ft 
ahoeniaker at Ashborton m Devonshire ; who 
was put to school and sent to the uiiiversity at thft 
Kcpeiise of a generoira and good clergyman of 
Hk name of Cookson, and who died, the othei 
da^^a MJTt of whipper-in of Murray's Quaii- 
TlBt'v Revikw: this was a man of real genius; 
and, to mx certain peraoiral knowledge^ he de- 
tested, from the bottom of his soul, the whole 
of the ' paper-monej- and borough tnongering 
•ystem, and despised those by whom the sys- 
tem was carried on. But he had imaginary 
wants; he had been bred up in company with 
the rich and the extravagant j expensive indul- 
geneea had been made necessary to him by 
lialnt; and when, m tlie year 1793, or there- 
abouts, lie had to choose between a bit of bacon, 
a Boag of mutton, and a lodging at ten shilRngs 
ft week, <m the one side, and made-dishes, wine, 
a fine house, and a footman, on the other side, he 
chose the latter. He became the servile Editor 
■»f Caknibs's Anti-jacobin newspaper; aad he, 
who hail more wit and learnmg than all the rest 
of Che writers put together, became the miserable 
Vsci m cirenlating their attacks upon every tfring 
that was hostile to a sj-stem which b« depfored 
-Wfd detested. Bat he secured the made-iishes, 
■the wine, the footman and the coachman, A 
rin«cBre w **i*rA ^ the Fare^ Ettreata," 
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gaM bim 028/. a year, a double commisBiaiisiy 
^ip of ths lottery gave him SQOL m 70(Mi mortj 
•n^ at a later p«M>4, his Editonhip . of tha 
Quaitcrlj Beriew gave him perhafn aa mnclt 
a^B. He rolked i& hia carriage for aevctal 
yttrl} be fared 8iim|ttuouily ; be waa buried at 
Weilmauter JMey, of which hta friend and far» 
nterlf hit brother pamphleteei ia defence of 
Pirr wsa the JDean; and nrrer is be to ba 
W>d «€ more '. Mr. GifvoiBD wonld hare 
been AilI ' aa bappy, bis heakb would bare been 
batter, hia life loiter, aUd bit nante would have 
lircd £m agea^ if he could have turned to the btt 
of bacon and ttng ai mutton in 1798; for fan 
kflitnug and taknta ware aucb, lus reaafMonga to 
clear aod couciuiive, and hia wit bo pointed and 
luen, that Ua wiitiuga must have been generidly 
nadf iDust hare been of iang duration ; and in- 
deed must bure enabled him (be being idways a 
■i^e BHUi) to live in his latter days in as good 
Mtj\t aa that wbich he procwed by becoming a 
•inecuriit^ a pennoner^ and -a Aaot, af) whteh h« 
wm from the raoment he lent htmHclf to tha 
Qmutmlf Review. Thipk of the iDorti&cali<M 
•C aueh a nan, wbcB be watcalled upon to jui^ 
tiEf the power'of-inpriMfnnent biU in 1817 i 
But, to go into particalars.woi^ ba tedioua i hia 
KAs waa a Ufe of linBwiouB: mbery^ than which a 
WOTse is not to be imaginedi 
r f 7> So ;tbait povettjr is> exeept wbna there ia 
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EDI actdsl want of food and miheiit,-'*! thing 
^naoh' mora hnagidory than real. Tht^am^'Af 
poverty, ikiK ehame of b«ing thongiht '^oor,,le(ia 
■great and f^tal weakness^ ihough. asxeXag im thU 
coimtry, from the fashion of the times themselvea: 
When a^oorf man, as in the phraseology of 'Eh< 
eity, means bl rich man, we are not to wondet 
that everyone wishes to bethought richer that! he 
is. When adulation is sure to follow wealth, 
and when oontempt would be awarded to mWef 
if they were not wealthy, who are s'poketi of witti 
deference, and even lauded .to the skies, bccauafl 
their siches are gre^iand notorious; when'thts 
is the case, we ate not to be surprised that men are 
ashamed to be thought to be poor. This is one of 
the greatest of all the dat^ers at the outeetiof li&s 
it has brought thauaaods and hundreds: of thou- 
esiidsto ruin, even, to jiecuniarjrtuin. . Dneof the 
most aviab)^ feature, in the charactor of^okenK 
fan society is. this; that m^ iU!Ver^boa>t,of,th«r 
riches, Rud never disguise their poverty; ■ but (hey 
talk <^ bofh as,sof eily other matter^lit.for pub- 
lip ccoiversation. . No'inan,6hun&another:becaitae 
beJB poor:, no. man. is preferred. to another be^ 
cawe be is- riGtu . .la huadr«ds and hundreds of 
Instances, men, not wwth a shilling, have baeii . 
cfaosett by the people, and entiuatsd wibh thnr 
rights and. JDl^reBtB, in preference to tnen^wfad 
lide in their carriages. ■ "■ ' 

i^56. This'^ame'ijf being thopghtpoOr is iiot 
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ouljr dishonourable in itself, and fstally inju- 
rious to men of talent; but it is ruinous evijn 
in a pecumary'^iat of view, and equally de- 
structive to farmers, tTadeTs,.and even gentlemAi 
:of landed estate. It leads to everlasting efforts 
to disffuUe one's poverty : the carriage, the tet- 
vants, the wine, '(O, that fatal wine i) the spirita, 
the decanters, the glasses, all the table apparatus, 
the dress, the horsee, the dinners, the parties, all 
must be kept up; not so nnich because he or 
Hbe who keeps or gives them, has any pleasure 
arising therefrom, as . because not to keep aud 
■give them, would give rise to a suspicioa o/ t^ 
Want of meaax so to give and keep ; and thus 
thousands upon thousands are yearly brought into 
a state of real poverty by their great tnueie^ mt 
to : he thoi^ht poor. Look round you, mark 
well what you behold, and say if this be not the 
case, lu how many instances have you seen 
most amiable and even most industrious families 
brought to ruin by nothing but this 1 Alark it 
well : resolve to set this false shame at deGauc^ 
and when you have done that, you have laid ^e 
first stone of the surest foundation of your futin;« 
tranquillity of miud. There ' ore thousands, sii 
families, at this very moment, who are thus strugi' 
gling to keep up appearances. The farmer^ aSr 
commodate themselves to circumstances . Riorf 
tabily than tradesmen and professional'men. ■ TJt^y 
live at a greater distance from their neighhpura t 
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the)' can change thair«t^l«of nmg'inipeveeiredt 
thrf canbardshpthe^anteridtangethe^^ii^HMfoi- 
'S hil erf' bacotij make & teeat o«t of a netter smI 
i^f^ Hod tht work) is none tb« mm aB the wlfMe^ 
Bm the nadeatnan^ tba doctor, 4tie attMiiey, apd 
ihe trado', cvMnot inak« the change so ciiiklly 
-and tmwsn. The aeeumd wme, wMeb is-aaeit 
«f criterion of ttw style of living, a sort of »a«jfe 
to ihe ptamj s. lort of key to the dtnef thm ia 
idle ihtn^ to banith fint of ail ; because atl the 
TMt MAawr, and come denn to tlieiv froptt lerd 
n> a abort time. The acearied decanter «ri«a . 
fiMtniaRor wxitingniai(i,pat« bellaW tlwMde of 
^ watt, screans alosd for cnpeta ; and frhen I 
atn aaked, " Lord, wM ie a glats of wme ?" mj 
mswer is, that in this cotintry, it is meiy tiuttg s - 
it is the |Ntcher of Ihe key ; it demands &H the 
oilier unnecessary expenses; it is injurious t6 
heidth, ttid most be ifijwioits, every botile of wine 
thBtiBdrDnIifiOflt»ning»'certaiitpor^nef ardent 
^irits, besides otlKr drugs, deleterioas in ^i^ 
nature ; and, of all the friBnd» to the doctm^ 
this fa^ionabte beverage is the greafest. And, 
wliieh adds greatty to the folly, or, I should say, 
the rest vise of using it, is, tbat the partite tlicu- 
Btdm, nine times oitt of ten, do not driiA it by 
dmkt ; do imt like it ; do not reKA it ; but ast 
It fn>in. mercMtenutitin, being aihrntutd t» be 
leeti efeti by their own lemnUs, not to driak 
trine. At the veiy noneat I am writiag tfiia, 
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tbCRs mre Uiounii<b of YanBks iit:andiiear'Ii(iit^ 
dsB, irhoidiify ba*e wins upon tbinr tiUvs, and 
who (MMtit too, nenly beouwe tlieir (rtm fm> 
vonCa dioiild not Miftect tbem to be poor, and not 
deem Clwn- to be genteel ; and thus fanbUet bjr 
I aHe ruined, ottlf became they, at* 
it to be thoDght peer. 
59. Tbiere is ao diame belonging to poverty, 
iMchtnqatnUf arlMS from the-vittues of the-im* 
powflisbed partiea, NoC. so hetfaaiif, wdeet^ 
as from vice, folly, and indiscf flioa > bnt still 
TCryfingoinnly. And e« the Ssriptnre teHs us, 
llMt m mte not to *' despise the poor because he 
IB poorj" so we ought not to honour the rick 
becasse he is rich. The true way i«, to take « 
iair smrey of tlie choractef of a man a& de+ 
ficted.inhisctaidncti and to respect him^ or dt^ 
apise hbn, according to a due eatimate of. that 
diaiae4er( No country apon earth exhibits w 
iBBay, as '■ thu, of. those foCa) terminations of lifle^ 
called aneidcs. : These arise, in nine iMtSaeO . 
ant of tei^ turn this very source. Tfie vktinM 
«R, in general, what nay he Curly itwllcd in^ 
•one ; but their insanity ahnost ahvays arises 
Aon the dread of povcny; not fVonl the dread 
iif*a want'of the means of sustaining life, Or 
CMn decafat HTing,ilHit fibn the dntad of being 
tluHight or-i|aoffn to be poot- j &om the dread, 
of *bMit ealtod'felRng^ th^scdft of soeietyj 
k dread which is prevalent horAy in any'coun* 
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trjr£iit:tfaid. :. Lct^edisiin ita t»M;l^;ht,iwh«liit 
there iu poverty: toimake a maa takd kw^ his jMim 
life?, he ta the same man that he nas! before ;!:he 
has the same body: and the 8ame< inind^ if be 
even foresee a great alteration ia.hia diiesSi or hia 
diet, why should be kill himself on that account! 
Are these all the thiiigB th^ a maR wishes to live 
for ? But, sudi is the iact ; so. great id Ithe dis- 
^acc iipoatliiis coUntryi aad so Awncroas' jidd 
fl^cobte aietbe erila aiisitig iram this dread of 
being thought to be poor.. .1..; 

,. 60.. Nevertheless^ men ou^ht .to take care-.of 
their means, ought to use them prudeotlyiaiKl 
spuingly, and to keep their »fpens^& almiya 
within the bounds of their income, lie.it what it 
may. One of the efTectual means of doing this, 
-it, to purchase with ready: nioney.- St. .Padx 
aaijt, ^' Owe wt man ang ihmgc" ■ and.'of hjs 
numerous pcMrepts. .this is by no means. the .IcaU 
^rthy of : our [attention.' Cre<Mt has been 
boasted of as a^very fine thing : to decry credit 
seems to be setting oneself up sgainsC tlieopioions 
of the whole world; and I remember a paper 
in the FftdKUDiiDdB or the Sra(rrATdR,:pnh* 
lisbdd just:after^ the; fundi[ig system had beguo^ 
. epresen^ng' "PdbUc . Credit ',' . fO'-a .GoDOEsst 
enthroned .in. a temple. dedicated to berb}i.bn 
yo^riesi; ain<>ngst whom bhe if dispensing, blesdi 
ings of every ides«iptioiii. It muat b« more than 
Splty. years ;siiU:e I read this paper/ wbieh> 2 
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^react tbon aAer ' the ' time when ■ the late Mr. 
I^iT uCtavd in Parliament an exprestioa of hit 
anxious hope, that his ^name wouki be in^ 
^'scribed on thB fnotatmmt which he should rsise 
^* to paMic a-edii," . lime has taught ine, thst 
'Public: Credit di^uis,. the contracting of 
debts vrhicba.natioii never can pay ; and I hare 
lived to see this Godd&t produce effects in my 
country, lybich Satan himself never could have - 
produced. . It is a very bewitching goddess; 
and not less fatal In her influence in private than 
in public affairs. It has been carried in Uris 
latter respect to such a pitch, that, scarcely auy 
transaction, however low and inconsiderable in 
anujunt, takes place in any other way. There Jb 
a trade in London, called the " Tally-trade," hy 
;whicb; household goods, coals, clothing, all sorts 
ai things, are sold upon credic, the seller keeping 
■aiaHy, and receiving payment for the good^ 
little by little; bo that the income and the eam- 
Sngs of the buyers. «re always antieipated; are 
idways gone^ in fact, before they come in or ace 
earned ; the sellers receiving, of course, a great 
deal mora. than the proper profit. 
. 61.1 Without Mipposing you to descend.to ae 
low a grade as this, and eiren supposing you to 
ibe lawyer, doctor, parson, or merchant; it'is 
still the same thing, if you purchase on cradH^ 
-aud not perhaps, in a inuch less 'degree' of dis- 
sdvaittage. ' Besides the higher price tJiat |)ra« 



h. Google 



- «MBarr's aovkm [Liludr 

-pay, ihcbre i> the ten^utioa. to bsve wbaC jrov 
reaSff A not ami. Tlw cost tettm a triflil, 
•vdien yoB bare not to pay the nxm^y imtH a 
■ftHan tiinc. . It haa bem obsuredi, attd lai? 
tmly obaenred^ that man used to lay out' « one^ 
^und tiote vben they wonU not lay «ut a oveir 
ntgn; a conscioiuDcn of the intriBsid mhie rf 
iJk things prodnces a retBtitii*eneu in tb« latter 
«aH morethan in the ioTtno s the sa^ht and the 
twiiAi assist the Bvind in fDrmii^ its caiichiBion% 
aaA the onc-pvund note was parted with wlwB 
&e sovEK^ would hare been, liept. Far 
'^attT is the differnice between ceedit, Bud 
Teady Tnoney, Inaumcrable tidngs aie not 
bought at all ivitb leady money, which would be 
bou^bt m case of tcMC^ it is so much eaner to 
order a thing than topoffiot it. A.fi>tnre da^; 
:b day of p^menl naat come, to be iMC^'but 
ibat is little thought of at t^e time.; bi^tif the 
-mooey wese to be tkawn ouc, the nsment thi 
diing was recciTed or offetcid, tlus queatioa wosdd 
arise, "Cmtldoiffithotitii?" {s tfaia thny ihr 
dispcnsaUe; am I coropeUed to haveit, ol, smffi^r 
a loss or injury givater in amount thBo Gbe cost 
«f th* thing ? If this qaestioii were put eVery 
<tinM we make a purehaac, aeldam sboifld we bear 
of those saicades wliich are such a disgrace to 
lUacDnntry. 

62L I am aiware, that it . will be said, and ray 
Indy uifir ^^^ ^^^ concerns of merchan^;; that 
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the •pmehamig of great estates, and various otbet- 
-grmt ttVMBction», CHnnot be carried on ki tins 
•Banner; bat tltese ore rare exceptioiu to the 
ifule : eran m these eaeea there might be muoh 
4esB of Mil* ani} bomls, and all the sources «( 
lltigatioii ; bat in ^e every-day business of tifc, 
jM transacti<Ris tifith the buteher, tlM baker, the 
fffilor, the sheeiiielier, what excuse can there be 
fM fietiiiiig the exBonple of the merchant, vAm 
.carrier on his work by febips and exchanges t I 
■we» delighted, seme tirae ago, by being told of a 
yoUttg mail, wfao^ npon being advised t<t keep ft 
Uttte AMOcnf -of all he recetred and expended, 
AMweved, " that hkr business was not to keep 
** aeoonnt-books : that he was sure not to make a 
^mistake as to Ma iocome ; and, that as to Ms 
•* espenditure, the little b^ that held his sore- 
** rdgns woaM be an fnfalfiUe guide, as he nerer 
** bougttt any thing that he did not immediately 
•*pay for." 

■ ^, I befieve tbat nobody wiR deny, that, ge^ 
neraAy speaking, yon pay for the same article a 
fmrt^ part more in the case of trast than yon do 
in the case of ready money. Suppose, then, the 
baker, bateher,tailor, and sboemaker, receive from 
ftm 4nly one fmndred pounds a year. Pat that 
t«fgeiher; that is to say, mnhipfy twenty-fire by 
CtveMy, and y<o« will And, that, at the end of 
twenty yean, you have SMt, besides the eecu^ 
g and growing, interest. TIk fethers of 
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tite Church (I mean' the ancient on^), and aim 
ibe canons of the Church, fotbade selling on tr4St 
at a higher price than for ready mon^y, which 
was in etfect, to foibid trust ; and this, doubtlesa, 
was one of the great objects which thOM wise 
and Jiious men had in viewj for they were fatherv 
in legislation and morals as well as in relig^oib 
But the doctrine of these fathers and canons a* 
longer prevwls ; they are set at nought hy th? 
present age, even in the countries that adhere te 
their religion. Addison's Goddess has pre- 
vailed over the fathers and the canons ; and men 
not only make a difference in the price regulated 
by the difference in thenjodeof payment; hutit 
would be absurd to expect them to do ochenviset 
They must not only charge something for the 
want of the toe of the money j hut they must 
charge something additional for the risk of jls 
loss, which may frequently arise, and most fre- 
quently does arise, from the misfortunes of thqs» 
to whom they have assigned their goods an trust. 
The man, therefore, who purchases on trus^ npt 
only pays for the trust, but he also pays, his due 
share of what the tradesman loses by trust ; w.^, 
after all, he is not so good a customer as the nt«a 
who purchases cheaply with ready money ; for, 
there is fais name indeed in the tradesman's booLj 
but with that name the tradesman cannot' go to 
market to get a fresh supply, 

64. Infinite are the ways in which geutlsaieil 
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lobe :1>y this sott of dealbjg. ServuU go. and 
Older, actqietiines* tilings not wanted at «11 ; at 
O^er times^more thaa is wanted ; at 0ther8,:thiDgs 
flf a h^er quality ; and all this would be ob- 
. y'lMpd. by purchasing with ready lAoney ; tar, 
whether through the hands of the party himself^ 
oc ; through those of an inferior, there wotdd 
always be ^an actual counting out of the moaey ; 
ftunebody would see Uie tl^ug bought and. see the 
Inoney f^id]' and as the master would .give the 
hoitte-rkeeper or steward a bag of money at :th« 
time, he would aee the.nianey toe, would seta 
proper vaJue upon it, and would just desire to 
JiHow upon wlmt it had been expended* 

65. How is it lli^t farmers are so exact, and 
show such a d»po«tioR to retrench in the arCtele 
f>f laboui:, when they eeeui to think little, or 
nothing, about the sums which they pay in tax 
Upon malt, wine, sugar, tea, soap, candles, to- 
.bacco^and various olhet - things ? You find the 
iltmo^t difficulty in mabtng them understand, Uiat 
}hey are. af^ed by tliese.. The reason is, that 
they *ee the money which they.^ve to the la- 
bonier on each succeeding Saturdaiy: night ; but 
^bcy do not 8^ thgt which' they ^e i» ta&es on 
the articles before mentioned. Why is it, that 
tihey-m^e.sufih an. outccy, about the six or seven 
miUions a year :whi<di .are paid in -poomnRe^ 
sud.say not a v/dti about the uxty millions a year 
raised in .other itftxes i The consuh»i..pay8 alt>{ 
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tuidjttieTClMis, they are MtnMbktentlteit'intM 
tme a» i» tlU «tbcr } and jit th« fnrnicTa '&iak of 
no (WLlracikd-poor tax. ^ntercaMnaii, diatt^t 
tetter k collected from cbctn in womtf: tbey «eeit 
^ out of tkeir hands into tbe bands of an«th«r j 
and, thereCsre, xUej are everlattiogt}' anxious ttf 
ndme die poor-rates, and they take sue to kelp 
tlMM mth\h tbe smallett pOR»ble boondSk 

' 66. JtM thus wodd it be with every mm dMt 
Mter punetuwed bwtwitb rtadr monay: be would 
Make tbe amount ■» low a» posnUe in proportioa 
to hie meuia : this cne^nd frsgalicy would taak4 
an aMtioii to lus means, and, tfaowfore mthe (sd, 
at the end of bit life, he would hara had a gnat 
ieti laen to spend, and sliH be as rich, as if he 
Iwd gone in trmt ; n^iie be woqid have lived In 
tmnqaillity all (he while; and would have afvoided 
all tbe endless papers and writings and receipti 
«iid b3k and dispiitet and lawsuHs insepaiaUe 
ftwa a- system of creifit. This is by loo tncans a 
lesSMi of w ti r ij ma ta ; by ito means t^vds to ineiil^ 
emt a heapii^ up of money ; fof , tbe purck^sing 
wkb ready autney realty ^ves yon more money W 
pwchase with } you can afford to bsvfl a greater 
qnaiMi^ «Ad vwietyof tlnngi; and I wiH engage^ 
tbat, if horses or aetvants be yoer tast^ die savkg 
in tins, way gives you aa additMoat horse or •■ 
, acMitioiial servant^ if you fteiaany prefeesioBOf 
H^pged in. any coBsidcrable trade. Id towns, it 
tsiids to Bcederote. your pace -alei^ dKi street* j 
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tbtf the temptation of tTie windows is answered 
In A moment hy dapping yoOr band upon jonv 
th^h; Mid the question, "Do 1 nti\j want thi£}" 
w um to eacar to you inunedtatelY ; because the 
tMdi ol the BtMiey is sure to pat that thought ia 
yottr mind. 

' 67, Now, supposing yon to hai« a V^^^f* 
to hare a fortune beyond your wants^'wouM not 
tht money whick you would save in this way, 
be very well applied in acts of real benevolence J 
Cm jroa walk many yanfa in the streets ; can yoo 
ride a m^e in the country ; can you go to half 
a. dozen ceUagei ; ran yon. In abort, open yow 
eyes, without seeing some binaan being ; some 
tme bom in the same country with yourselfj and 
whOf on that account alone, has some claim upon 
]«urg»od wishesandyourebarity; can yon open 
yoar eyes without seeing some pervon to whom 
*Ten a small portion of yonr anaual savings 
wotdd convey gladness of heart } Your own heart 
will suggest the answer ^ and if there were na 
motive but this, what need I say nwre in tkc 
advice wlneh I -haTc here tendered to yon ? 

68. Auotha great evil arisii^ from tins dcaire 
4e be thoi^t rich, or rather ftom tbe dcsiM 
not to be tkougfat poor, is the deslructrre thhig 
'Wblch has been honoured by the Ranieer"^)<t!«fa^ 
iion;". Inrt which ought to l>e called Gandilingi; 
^ is a parcfaaaing of somethmg which you do 
ncA wnat, either i» your finnily or in tbe wi^ 
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of ordinary trade : a sometlung to be sold again 
with a great profit ; and on the sale of which 
there is a considerable hazard. When purehasea 
of this sort are made with leady mone^, they are 
not so offensive to reason, and not attend^' vith 
such risk ; but when they are made with money 
borrowed for the purpose, they are neither. liiore 
Aor lei^ than gambling transactions ; and they 
have been, in this country, a source of ruia, 
misery, and suicide, admitting of no adequate 
description. I grant that this gamblii^ has 
arisen from the influence of the " Goddets" 
before iii«itioned ; I grant that it has arisen from 
the facility of obtaining the fictitious means of 
making the purchases ; and I grant tbat that 
facility has been created by the system, under the 
baneful influence of which we live. Biit it is not the 
less necessary that I beseech you not to practise 
such gambling; that I beseech you, if you be 
engaged in it, to disentangle yourself from it a> 
aoon as you can. Your life, while you are thus 
.engaged, is the life of a gamester; a life vi 
constant anxiety; couGtant desire to over-reach; 
constant apprehension ; general gloom, enlivened, 
now endthen, by a gleam of hope or of aufice«b 
£ven tliat success is sure to lead to further adr 
ventares; and, at last, a thousand to pne, t^at 
your iate is that.of the pitcher to the well. . 
. 69. The great temptation tothit gambling is, 
as is the case in other ptmbiing, the anecesit ^ 
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the few. As young men, who crowd to the 
army, in search of rank and renown, nev«r look 
into the ditch that holds their slaughtered com> 
panions ; but have their eye constantly fixed on 
the general in chief; and as each of them 
belongs to the same profesmon, and is sure to be 
conscious that he has equal merit, every one 
deems himself the suitable successor of him who 
is surrounded with Aides-de-ccm^, and who 
moves battalions and columns by his nod ; so 
with the rising generation of " speculators": 
they see the great estates that have succeeded 
the pencil-box and the orange-basket ; ihey see 
those whom nature and good laws made to black 
shoes, sweep chimnies or the streets, rolling in 
carriages, or sitting in saloons surrounded by 
gaudy footmen with napkins twisted round their 
thumbs ; and they can see no earthly reason why 
tTley should not all do the some ; forgetting the 
thousands and thonsands, who, in making the 
attempt, have reduced themselves to that beg- 
gary which, before their attempt, they would 
have regarded as a thing wholly impossible. 

70. In all situations of life, avoid the tram- 
tnelsqf the laiff. Man's nature must be changed 
before law-suits will cease; and, perhaps, iG 
Would 'be next to impossible to make them less 
frequent than they are in the present state of this 
country'; but though no man who has any 
property at aW, can say that he will have nothing 
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to do mth law-iuptB, it in in the power of matt 
jaen to avoid tbeio, in a con«iderable degree. 
One good Tul£ is, to hwe at Iktle ae posmble to do 
with aay man who is fond of Jaw-stiits ; and who, 
upon evfry slight occasion, talks uf an appeal to 
the ]a.w. Such persons, from their frequent Ik)- 
gatioDi, contract a habit of using the techniod 
[enns of the courts, Ja which thej take a pride, 
and are, therefore, ciwafanions peculiarly dis* 
gusting to men of sense. To such meii a \aw- 
•nit 16 a luxury, in^ead of being as it is, to men 
of ordinary mtnils, a source of anxiety and 4 
real and eulwtan^ scourge. Such men are 
always of a quurreleome dispositian, and avail 
themselves of every opportunity to indulge in 
that which is mischievous to their neigtibouT3i 
In thousanda of instances men go to law for 
the indulgence of mere anger. The Genmma 
are said to bring tpite-actions against OM 
another; and to haiaaa their poorer neighbours^ 
from motive of pure revenge. They have 
parried Una their dispotition with them to 
America; ibr wlueh Teason- no one likes to IJva 
ia a German neighbourhood. 

71. Before you go to iaw, consider well the 
p>8t ; for if you win your suit and sue poorer than 
jiMi were before,.what do you ^ccompji^i ? Yon 
pnly imbibe a Utile additional anger against youi 
Opponent; you iigurelum, but io barm. to your- 
•elf. fetter to put «p with the loss of one pound 
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IjlMB of two, C9 wbich IiiUec w'to be adiled all 
tjwl io« pf tiara ; sll lUie trouble, and eU tbc mor^ 
tificMion ^(i<4 »nxiety «{tendl»g' a Iaw-«iit. Ta 
set an attorney to work t» worry «id wmoBt 
another nan w a very base act; to alarni his 
fiunfly «8 wdl as hiniBclf, vhik yov are aiuiflg 
^pwtly at kome. If a sian owe ywt money 
vhieh be caiuiet pay, why add to his di«tww 
vitlioiit the ehaiBce of tenefit to yourself ? Tbou- 
^sdd) «f tnea have injured theooM^ves bj reKMt- 
ing to the lahtr ; whil^ very fifrw tret bettered 
tb^mwlves by it, except tacb resort, were an* 
ppidelale. 

. 72. Notihuig is rauch more discreditable thaa 
what is called hard ieaii»g. They eay of the 
Turlu, that they know nothing of two price* for. 
tie sane article : aod that to ask an abatemmt 
of the lowest dto{^eeper ia te iasult hira. Jt 
Vonld be until if Chrixttapa imitated MahooietaBa 
IB this Tespect. To ask one pke a»A take M>* 
other, or to offitf one priee and girt another, b»- 
pdes, tb« 1pm of ti«}e th»t it^WcswMH, is highly, 
diflt)ianout»Ue.to (^.parttes, a»d espetsaJly wliea, 
iwshed tp the ent^t «f soIeviB pK^eetatiem, It 
ia« JB: fa^ti « 4fiie«ie8 of lying'i Bti4 k Answers 00 
pne aArant^cnus jrarpoK* to eiUiet buyer m 
Klltr. .IJiopfl tbti; «vw^ young mm, who rfaib 
thiflfc will] 5*wt. (wiJifo with la resdution hevej ta 
tiiggkia«4:)Je':wi^>ilin|^; There » this «ii»HraT 
tiWHK i;i '{^vo^r^.f^ the bwkatiler's buH^sst 
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every book has ita fixed pric«, and no one Mer 
a^ks an itbatement. If it were thus in aU<ftheii 
trades, how mueh time would be eaved, and how 
mueh'iinnKWility prevented ! 

73, As to' the spending of your time, youiS 
business or yonr profession is to claim the prio- 
iity of every thmg else. Unless that be di^ 
attended to, there can be no real pleasure inr 
any other employment of a portion of youf 
time. Men, however, must have some leisure, 
Some relaxation from business ; aiid in tbe choice 
of this relaxation, milch of your hajipiness wilt 
depend. Where fields and gardens are at hantfj 
they present the most rational scenes for leisure. 
As to companyi I have said enough in the forttief 
letter to deter any young mtm from that of 
drunkards and rioting companions; but there iH 
such a thiug as your quiet '^ jnpe-and-pot-com- 
pahioKB" •wiatAi are,'perhap3, the most fatalof 
all. Nothing can be conceived more dull, morei 
stupid, more the contrary of edification and nati- 
onal amusement, than sitting, sotting, over a po6 
and a glass, sending out smoke from the hea<i^' 
and Articulating, at intervals, nonsense about alt 
sorts of things. Seven years' serviee as a galley- 
slave would be more bearable to a man of sense, 
than seven months' confinement to society like 
this. Yet, suc'h is the effect of habit,' that, if a 
young man liecomfl a ftequenter of sueh ecenn^ 
the idle propensi^ sticks to him for life. Sotae 



h Google 



Aamee, v/hmthmiMm am &iani TMtdiAgi' and 
-iidifS'e'the^KtuMAie'intercbur«e< tithes 'ptwte'lM- 
tmcen women and m«n. A ■tnaathfit^tniiiiot.pus 
'ant ««eiitng witftbtt ^drink metitB tlhe'nafi)e«f'B 
; Mt. Why Bhonld t)i6r« ^ ^nAi for the p^tne 
tit eorrylng^'Sii'VonMeTnitioii'? ' Wometi starld'fte 
-iified. of aq drink to 8tnmil»e <hem tfc c«tiTerw ; 
"■anQ I haT4 a Cbowand: times 'admired'Ch^r 'po- 
.tatnce'imtittmg'ii^eHtj-BX thtTif Woilc, iwWle tb^r . 
'JMMbAnd^'Bi*' engaged, in 'the' 'same mbnt,' with 
-bbeilM ifaid'gtai«es4Mfor&fliefn> thii^ittg tiott^ 
-of thtf' expense and still- Ias of the dhame wineh 
3he didtinctiRn TdOePtsujXM 4hem. W« faavcilb 
thank thee <roa>eii ^ manv'tJiines, and patfidO- 
thrly iFor -tbeii' 'idlriot^'y for 'feai' of f^dlewi'ng ^betr 
'example >n wtach iMn ^m« ttient from the-ta^, 
;>a8ifthey«aidl»tbenl-: "Yea haT«hai(l«tt<Higti^ 
9*:fto&i8*\Mcima;'tt>r jm', but -we mmt f^itetii 
<*t l»'M-oiMitlWH'with ititik, tXtiU} ttfflc.in 1^ 
,*■ gnagfe which 'ys^r' ear* oiigh); not 'to vn^uve^^' 
'Al^en wotaen ons getting irp''t6' ivtlre fitoiatte 
-UAI^-Men i^se'jttiAMHHtt- tff^ie)li> Irut/they takB 
^chd £ar« ootVo fdllowttleifMctllentiMttttiple. 
■TltatWhidh M'tiociit'to'b&SKtt»ed''bie1^re woaicfi 
'Ss*4iM£tte b^'iitlCKd wtidl'; Atttfn't'jj'neKt'to 
« pfMlainitti»M m)l»iMAtig drittiltt^MU 'ahd inL. 
<deoeticfV''to'-««nd'''^n>^''v*'>>i 'the'ioblt'tfife 
■Mera^t tlMy-liiUie'fi^uItowed thsit icoi: TiA 
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pnctke hu been, ueribed to a deuie to leave 
ttwia.tp'themselvea ; but why shottM tbey be left 
to . tbeBuelres ? . Their conTcraatimt . is alwa^ 
the ni06t JiVely, while, their pertoBsare;geiie- 
rally tlie most agreeable objects. . No .- the plain 
. truth. iSf that it » the love of.tbe drink and. of 
the indecent talk that send woitienfrom the table; 
and it is a practice which I jiave. always- ab- 
hured. . I like to see. young iTien,,e<ipeciaUT, fol- 
low theiq out of the .room, and prefer their 
eoQipaiiy tp that of the sots who are le&.behitHl. 
74. Another mode flf spending tht leisure 
time, is that of bodes. : Rtitioaal and. well-in- 
forooed compAuions may be still more , iostruo' 
tirei but, books neyer aniwyi they coat;litile.j 
*nd.they aare alw.aj« at baud, and ready at your 
call. - The sort .of- booka» must, in some degree, 
depend uponywv, pursuit in life; but there are 
some books. n«,c(!niary -to rcvery one who .aims at 
thej^aracter of ain^ell-in&nned tn^n. I hnjn 
.^IJghllyTuentianed , HistoRt arid Geography In 
the .preceding .letter; but I,.inUBt here observe, 
that, as to. bpth. these, you shoidd. begin with 
your own country, and mske, yourself well au- 
.quMDted, not imly n^th iu ancient sUte, bitf 
with the. ofV<>> of ^' '^ principal. institution?. 
To re«d of ; the battles which it,ha8,fought, aqd of 
theintiiguee by which one king or 'one raiqister 
■iOa fUcqeed«d .molher, is very little mpfp ptfh. 
gtsble.thsa the Teading of a rwantncc. To.uDr 
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-derstand well the history of tiie coUDtry, ^ou 
should first understand how-it came to be divided 
into counties, hundreds, and into parishes ; how 
. -judges, sheriffs, and juries iirst arose ; to what 
end they were all invented, and how the chants 
with respect to any of them have been produced. 
But, it is of particular consequence, that you as- 
certain the state of the people in former timea> 
which is to be ascertained by comparin§ the then 
price of labour vnth the then price of food. 
You hear enough, and you read enough, about 
the glorioiuvmra in the reign of Kikg Edward 
the third; and it is very pn^r that those 
glories should be recorded and remembered ; but 
'yoiinerer read, iA the works of the historians, 
(hat, in that reign,' a common labourer earned 
threepence-halfpenny a day ; and that a fat 
ibeg> was sold, at the same time, for one shilling 
and twopence, and a fat hog, two years old, for 
three shillings and fourpence, and a fat goose for 
twopence- halfpenny. You never readj that ^vo- 
knen received a penny a day for hay- making or 
Weeding in the command that a gallon of red wine 
was sold for fourpenee. These are matters which 
historians have deemed to be beneath th^r notice; 
but, they are matters of real importance : they 
are matters which ought to have practical effect 
at this time ; for these furnish the criterion 
whereby we are to judge of our condiuon com- 
pared with that of our forefathers. The poor- 
f 2 
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rates form a, fuffat fe^twti in the laws and ctik- 
toma of Uiis <-x>uDtry. Put to & thonauid pertotu 
who have read what is called the history of Eng- 
land ) put to them the question, how the poot- 
ratea came} and nine hjindred and ninety-nine 
of the thousand will tell you, that they luiow 
nothiog at all of the matter. This is not his- 
tory; a list of battles and a string of iDtrigu«B 
are not history, they communicate no knowledgge 
applicable to our present state; and it redly if 
better to amuse oneself with an avowed rooiaiice, 
which latter is a great deal wone than passing 
one's time in counting the trees. 

7$. History has been described as sflordii^ 
arguments of experience ; aa.u record of what 
hfis been, in order to guide as as to what is likely 
tfi he, or what ought to be ; but, from this ro- 
(Danclng history, no such experience is to be der 
rived : for it furnishes no facts on which to found 
arguments relative to the existing or future state 
of things. To come at the true history of t 
country yon must read its laws : you must laii 
books treating of its usages and customs, in for- 
mer times; and yon must particularly iuform' 
yourself as to pricea qf labour and of food. By 
reading the single Act of the 23rd year of Ed* 
WARD the THiRi), specifying the price of labour 
at that time ; by reading an Act of Parliament 
, passed in the 24tli year of Hbnrv the Sth ; by 
reading these two Acts, and then reading tha 
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^apciosDM of : Bi^Hpp ' Flbbtwood, whicb 
shows the prf ce of food in the former reign, you 
coine.iato fuU'posBesBion of t^ knowledge of 
what England was in- former tiaoeB. -Divfers 
books teacli how the divinons of the country 
arose^ tuid iiow its great institutions were esui- 
blished; and,, the result of this readingiaJn store 
of. kncwMge,.vbich. will afford you pleasure for 
ihejwhole of jour.Bfe. i 

76.; lUqtpry, however, is by np means the twly 
.thing about which every man's leisure fumishfs 
hinf.widi the jneans^of reading ; besides which, 
ev<eryniaii has not the same taste. Poetry, Geogra- 
phy, Moral Essays, the divers subjectsof fhSloso- 
.phy^.Trayels, Natural History, books on Sciences; 
and, in short, the whole range of bobk-knowledge 
is before you : but, there is one thing Klway^ to 
be. guarded against; and that is, not to adtnire 
«nd applaud any thing you read, merely because 
it is theyotUon.toL admire and applaud it. Read, 
conMdet; twll., what you read, form ^our own 
/w^/ntpU^axid stand by that judgment in despite 
of .the. ssyiogs of .whafare called learned men, 
until fact or argument be pff^ed^to convince yon 
of yoor error. : One waiter praisesi another; arid 
it is' very possible foEwriters so to .combine as .to 
.cry.^Hp. and, in some sort, to destroy the repu^ 
ta.ti9n9f;any one who meddles with ^the <^mbi- 
tMiepj .unless the penon thus assailed be blessed 
wiUi j^qopininpn tsleot, and'-uncdmmon persere- 
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ihuaiw. ■Wtin)It«i[d th^'Wrrka'df F6M and'ik 
ifiviviv twag'gfestly dfeRglrtea'WTtH th^lishWfg 
iof Dbnvis; but vt>}ndHrH,"Ht ihti ianrc 'tUtilj, 
•tAiy they i^tild tmvfr t^ett so tnudh pains itT 
'fUnniDg lAown such 'a yboZj -Bytlie merest ae- 
-roAmt ?»■ the Wridj beinf «t a tavern in'thb 
swwodB of Ainerlcft, I to* up 30*013 book^ in 
■lotdm to pass away the time white Iny traVeflii^ 
companionii were drinking in the Hest'nJDtti^ 
Iwtj Beeiw; the ■bodk contained ' rfie criticising of 
dSNV^iB, f was about 'to lay it idwh, vHien'ttn 
|Aay «f "Oato" cei^ht my eye;' and,' having 
4ieen anM^tomed to read boriks in'i^ichtfiis plaj' 
•wt» Is^ded ta 'the skies, and Icnowing it t6 have 
jbeen written by AuDiaoy, «very line dt -whdife 
^VBfks I hfid been taught to Relieve teemed 
with wisdom and geiiius, I condescended tb 
tie^ntO't'eKd, though the w6ft-tF»^rom'^pen 
Vf tivat.^xrf9fiNms. f read on, and soon begun 
io -iaugh, DOt «t Dennid' but ^ AiMSsbta. i 
Ifiugliedso muc^ and Eoloud, fhbtth^ landlon?, 
who was in the passage, «ame in to see' U^t \ 
VUA laughing At. 'In slmrt 1 towA '3t' a most 
nesteriyproductioAg'one of the most witty thiii^ 
ttmt I had e««r Te«d in inyiife. ' I wfts dcX^t^ 
«>ilh I>nnii<s, and was heartily ashamed tif'tny 
ftnmer admiration of-CAto, and felttio Wtlife 1** 
senttynt agdinst Pt>:PK and ISwii^ for ' Vhbit 
bndlcBs revittng of this most d>le and witty* ciWc. 
^Unsjiat fttr atl leoolect, was' the- first nVk^t^ 
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patioH that had awiBted me in my Nadine. V 
have, since that tim^ never tak^n any thing upMi: 
trust : I have jodged for myself, trusting neither to. 
the opinions of writers nor io the faahions of the 
day. Having been told by Da. Blair, in hts- 
lectnres on Rhetoric, that, if I meant to write 
correctly, I must "give my days and nights to' 
AsDisoM," I read a few numbers of the Spec- 
tator at the time I was* writing my English 
Grammar: I gave neither my nights nor my 
days to him;' but I Jbund an abundance ^ 
matter, to afford examples of /a/se grammar f. 
and, upon a re- perusal, Ifound that the eriticisms 
of Dknnis mig^t have been extended to this 
book too. ', 

■ ' 77-, But that which never ought to have been 
fdigotten by those who were men at the'tim^ 
and that which ought to be made jtnoKm to entry- 
youn^ man of the preaaU day, in order that lie 
may be induced to exercise his own judgment 
with regard to books, is, the transactions relative 
to the writings of Shakspiukb, which transac- 
tions took place about thirty years' ago. It is 
still, and it was then much more, the practice to 
extol every line of Shakspsars to the skies: 
not to adinire SHAKSPBAas has been deemed to 
be a proof of want of understanding and taste. 
Mr. Gahrick, and some others after him, had 
their own good and profitable reasons for crying 
«p the wotIo of this poet. WhtD I was a very 
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Dttle-bojr, there was s>i(4iiM'ia'hM0uf of Shak- . 
anuxs, and as: he was nid toiUir« planted a 
MxlbOmf tree, boxeb^ amt otbcr little omament&i- 
ikdaga in woe<i^ ntere.sold all ant Uie ccnintt^, 
ad haring.heea ta«de out of the thiidcor limbs of 
tla» RiMtient aod sdered treo^ WeiBrpteatantal 
laegk at the reliai to highly prized fay:Catholics; 
but never was ■ Catholic pst^^ hfelf'so tatidi 
dliped by the relici of-aunta, aa tfiia .nation was 
by the mulberry tree, of vrhich^ prdbably, more 
imoA was sold than woald han been Buffici^t 
in t|aantity to build a ship . of w»tf or a . la^ 
boiwe. liiia oaadtiua ^atod for aoov yeanj 
but, towEtrds the end of the last century it broke 
ont again with more fury than ever, . Shak- 
apsARt's works were published, by BotSBlx, an 
Alderman of Lomlw), at a .subacHption of^M 
Jmndred potaUU for etch cap^i ao^mapanied by 
plates, each formiog & large juctarA. Amongst the 
mad men of the day ww a Mr* Ifiauj<i>, who 
wened to be more a(ad tbati shy (S the rest. 
^9 adf^atiott of the. poet led: Him to perform a 
pilgtima^ to aa old farm-hehsc^ ndar Strotford- 
i^MirAvon, said to ha^e bcea the birth-place of 
the >Qet. AiTive Jat tbe spot, h« requested the 
faritwr and hifl wife to let bioi search the' bouse 
iat pKp*ni^itfiouiff»^)onhis:/ai*ei, and pay-^. 
itg, in tbe.poetk stylej,.thc ^ods to aid him ia 
hiaquesL He f6uudMpaperfl{.butJtef(mad that 
the farmer's wUc^ th c^riag <Ait « gturrtt some 



h.-Goo^le 



fl;] 1U X TOVVO UAB. 

<fMn htttfK) had fouiKl «ttt» rubUaky bid popen 
which aha had bwni, sod whioh'hailprobabfybeeq 
]p^)ers (ued^ &i tWunappiiij up^«if ^ga' ehadu to 
ft.eep them ftom th« b^«. " O, 'frretahed wtn 
Imn ! '* cxclidmed h« ; '* do you know what you 
^iine done?" ^'Odear, no!" taid the wo* 
man, half frightened out of hsr Mt* : ** no ban% 
"I hope; for the papers were very old; I dan 
** my aa old as the hauae itself." T^is thimr 
hfm into an additional d^ree of excitoment, a> 
tt M now foslilonabiy called i he Faved, he atasiped 
he foaflied, and at last quitted the house, covering 
the poor woman with every term a^Kproach; and 
hastening back to Stratford, took post'Chaiae for 
Lcmdofl, to relate to his l»oth«r madneo the 
hOTrlble sacrilege of this heathenish woman. Un^ 
fortunately for Ms. Ihbland, unfortunately for 
liis teamed brothers in the metropolis, and un- 
ftrtunately for the reputation of Shaksfsahb, 
Mr. lasLAND took with him to die eeen« of hie 
adoration a son, lUiout tiatieen years qfftffe, who 
was utided tojm attorney in London, The son 
Wtts by HO means so sharply bitten as the father ; 
uid, upon returning to tavm, he conceived the 
idea of mpplymg the place of the itmahuMe 
pi^trt which the farm-housfi heathen had de- 
•eroyed. He thought, and he thought rightiy, 
that he should have lltde . difficulty in wriUng 
p\Aya Jtut Hie ihote o^ Shakgpean! To get 
fU^af that should seem to have beenmadti in the 
b2 
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reign of XluBBH Elizabetb* and mi tiiat should 
give to writiag the appearance of huTiqg tbe 
atme age, was aomewhat difficult; but both were 
overcome. Young Ikkland was ecquainted witb 
8 eoa of a bookseller, who dealt in otd hokg : the 
blank leaves of these books supplied the yamg 
autlior with paper ; and he found out the vny of 
making proper ink for his purpose. To work he 
went, wrote several plays, some love-lettert, and 
other things; and having got a Bible, extant in 
the time of Suakspbarb, he wrote notes in the 
margin. All. these, together with sonnets in 
abundance, and other little detached pieces, he 
produced to his father, telling him he got them 
from a gentleman, who had made him swear that 
he would not divufye his name. The father an- 
nounced Uie invaluable discovery to the literary 
world: the literary world rushed to hitn; th^ 
jnanuscripts were regarded as genuine by the - 
most grave and learned Doctors, some of whom 
(and amongst theee were Doctors Parr and 
Wakton) gave, under thar hands, aq opinion, 
that the manuscripts must have been written by 
SuAKsPSARX; for that no o^A«r tnan to /Ac tcw^ 
'Coald have been capaile t^ writing them! 

78. Mb. Ibbland opened a subscription, pub- 
Jiahed these new and invaluable manuscripts at an 
«iK>rinouB price ; and preparadons were instantly 
made for , p&rforrmty one of the plays, called 
VohtigBbn. Soon after the acting of the play. 
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the iadiacretioii of thie lad caused the secret to 
explode; and, instantly, those who had declared 
that he had written as well as SbakscbaRe, dtj 
eveiy thing in their power to deatroy Inm I T^ 
attorney drove hitn from his office ; the father 
drove him fnnn his hoUse ; and, in shorty he Wat 
hunted down as if be had been a malefactor of 
the worst description. The truth of thk relation 
is undeniable ;' it is recorded in numberless books. 
The young man is, I believe, yet alive; and, in 
short, no man will question any one of the facts. 
^9. After this, where is the person of sense 
who will be guided in these matters \yy/iuMon ? 
where is the man, who wishes not to be deluded, 
who will not, when he baa read a booki/w^/or 
himaeff? After all these julnlees and pilgrim- 
ageff; after Boydbll's subscription of 500/. for 
one nngle copy; after it had been deemed almost 
impiety to doubt of the genius of ShaksPbahe 
surpassing that of all the rest of mankind ; after 
lie had been called the "Immortal Bard," as a 
matter of course, as we speak of Mosbs and Aaron, 
there having been btit one of each in the world j 
after all this, comes a lad of sixteen years of age, 
writes that which learned Doctors declare couM 
- have been written by no man but SHAKsrsAtH', 
anif, when it is discovered that this laughing boy 
ih thereal author, the Doctors turn round upon 
faimj with aU the newspapers, magazines, and 
reviewa, and, of course, the public at their, back* 



h. Google 



COBBBtr's JIDTIUI [Letttt 

i«vl]8 him M all imptwter ; aUd, uttd«r tiuB c4io*> 
»«ne, bunt him out of soeie^, «nd doom Ithn to 
'«Mrve! This teteon, kt any mte^ he llai given 
1H t not to rtdy on the jifdgin«iitr of JDocten 
Bbd other pMUnders to titstaiy superiority. 
BV6ty yMing fflan, when he takes vp a book for 
thd^fint time, Mi^t to retneibber UiIb atory; and 
^te do rcnieinbu- it, h« will-dlRRgard fa^on vrilk 
regard to the bM>k, and wlU pay Httle BtMntio* 
to the dectstou of thosA whb call thomaelfes 
critics. 

80. I hope thst ydur taate would \io?f you 
aloof 'fhim the inMnga of tboae detostaUe «il>. 
Imns, who «Aipl<^ the poweri of thar -nind id 
debauching the mlndi of others, or in endeaTotus . 
to do it. Thejr 'pretent thsir potsou -in M11& eap- 
tivRting fanm, dint it reqaiics great Wrtue and 
resolution te witlistand their temptatiflnt ; and, 
.the]) have, perfa^, done a. tbousttnd timea m 
much biimhisf: m the world ils «1I the ii^dds 
and atheist! put together, l^se mm oUght tt> 
be called UimmTf jMffifM.- they ought to be held 
in universal abhorrence, and aerer. spoken of Uit 
. «4th exeerfition. Aayaikpeid to btid^iasMoiia m 
tobetfe^wd; any appeal to ignoraneeBnd pre- 
judice-} bus hue is an appeal to die fraiftiee <t 
hutnan nature, and ha endeavour to make the 
^tnd cornipl, fUrt as it is beginnidgtoipoweas ke 
.jxnvMa. I Bcmrhave known atiy bat bad tB^ 
wonhlflM tiMn,.oieii uBWOitfay ofany partienW 



h. Google 



ft] - . ffO A mnXHC-ttUM. 

«speta; twlM-tooliiddiglit is^ oricmte k>tpf <!& theif 
pvaaetAom^ ytMuft'ot Ac deacidptioB to iriiick 
IJwreaflide. fhe wntiiigB ef Svirv faa^ dm 
Mcmish^ vad, itougfa hcisnet « teadier of 
J w ehe m , but n^or ibe coatmiy, thore vs ctacr 
tifki paxtMtiAim potBuwhi^ ate maditoo fiilltif 
i«r BBjT'dMiait'pBrsaBtoTMd. It ^ 'beawtl^ 
iamto stoop it* Mch neaiis.af seCtiag forth dust 
wt tdnchiiKMild bare ifaeen for more briHiMiC 
Wf^at'Aem. IheYe hmrdj-tbat, in thelHjvai^ 
•of what Is cMtA an *^iJAirtrtoa« perttm/' s^ 
,MiBe time ago, tiiere Wtn ati immense collwtimi 
-4^book3oCtMa^fiHnoiisile«r!ptJ{Hi; (ri4 flroHi 
-1^ MhmbBt»iee> ff from no-oAer, I cAkhiH hsfve 
Anatd my jtidgmeM oF the AwattBt of tMc 

81. BeAdM t«tiiKng, ft yMiR; AiHD oogbt «o 
'Wthe, it 9r fca*e-the (iftpadty aiid -ft* Ifetsflrt. 
, -If yoo wWi to ^MiettibCT k iSdng wrfl, puth iirto 
wrhtng, even V ';^u barn tbt! paper imineiUtKely 
«fte(- ytm 9iavt jkme* Ibr ttfe«y« gt^tly assMs 
the mind. Memory eomlsts' i^ & ctrAMtenatMn 
of ideas, the placer the t'tne, and other eircum- 
atancea, lead to the Tecollection offacts; and ntv 
circumstance more effectually than stating the 
facta upon paper. A JotiaNAi. should be kept by 
every young man. Put down something against 
every day in the year, if it be merely a descrip- 
tion of the weather. You will not have done 
this for one year without finding the benefit of 
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It. ?t disbtirthens the mind of many things to 
ht KCoUected; it is amusing and' useful, and 
ou^ by no means to be ne^ected. How oTttn 
does it h^pen that we cannot make a statenient 
'of ^ts, sometimes very interesting to ourselres 
and our friends, for the want of a record of the 
^aces where we were, and of things that oc- 
■cufied on -sudiand such a day!. Jlowoften 
does it happen that we get into disagreeable dis- 
-ptttes about things that have passpd, and about 
Jlie.time and other circumstances attending them 1 
fit a thipg of mere curiosi^, it is of some value, 
and may frequently prove of Very great'utjlity. 
: It demands not more than ^ poinute in the twenty- 
four Jioiirs j and that nunute is moat agreeably 
and advantageously employed. It tends greatly 
to produce regularity in the conducting of af' 
furs : it is a thing demanding a small portion 
«f attention once in every tfty; I myself ha^ 
found it to be attended with great and numerous 
benefits, and I therefore strongly recommend it 
to the practice of every reader. 
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TO A LOVBB. 



' 82. TbbKB are two descriptions of Loven on 
'vrhcnn all advice would be w&sted ; namely, thote 
in wlkose ' minds passion ao wholly overpowers 
reaaon as to deprive the parfy of his s<Ai6r 
Berises. Pew people are entitled to more com- 
fAssiofl tlian young men thus affected : it is a 
-ripeeies of insani^ that assiuls them ; and, when 
It produces Belf-destruction, which it does in 
England more frequently than iii all the other 
conntries in the worid put toother, the mortal 
remains of the sufferer ought to be dealt with in 
as tender a manner as that of which the most 
'mercifiil construction of the law will allow. - If 
Sir'Samvki- Romilly's remains \yere, as they 
were, in fact, treated as those of a person labour- 
ing under "temporary mental derangement" 
surely Ihe youth who destroys his life on accoiunt 
of uuTeqiiited love, ought to be considered in a» 
mild alight! Sir Samuel was regTesented, in 
the evidence taken before the Coroner^s Jury, to 
have been inconsolable /or the loss of his wife^ 
that tlus losq had so dreadhil an effet^t upon his^ 
mindj that it bereft fUm of Mi reason, made life 
K 5 
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insupportable, and led hioi to commit the act of 
tuicide : and, on thh grmmd alonC) his remotfu 
and" his estate, ■. wert .nAcq^ . fi-om the awful, 
though just and wise, sentence of the law. Bu^ 
unfortunately for^Mreputatidh of the adminia- 
tntion of that just and wise law, there had been, 
only about two years l)eTore, a poor man, at Mao- 
febm*«ty ttffit#ff-fi» v r oa f - r oaA, -aad ttfflejr tir- 
4)umta«c«i spl^ch eatitkd; Ihs .romini ft4 «bw^ 
«Mieh.aiOfeiq)ea»Jf 4iaH in 4he ooae -of Sn-SiW- 
-itVBL ^If^IrT. 

£?. Tl^-^nfortaitftte youUi, whote mame wap 
.<Sn4t^ and' Hlllo wm !k«lioemakeri was in. low 
witbr ^ ]>owtg' A^offiSBf who, in spit^ of dl hie 
^por^nifiies 4^4 his propfe of ardont luusic^ 
«e^ed.-^i^aHy<4ti)n, and even disoDveredbv 
^ImDS for a^her; and h<^ unable to auppoit' 
life) accenfpanied by the thought of her beiii^ 
jn possaseion of any body but himself, -put ao 
■«nd to his life by the means of a rope. I^ io 
guy case, w^^ are to prentme the existence of ^ iQr 
^nity; if, in any case, we are led to believe th? 
4hing without pomiiie proof; if,.1n any casf^ 
tlierc can ^e an apology'in human nature itse]^ 
for,. such tAh actj tMa was that casB, W« all 
^ow, {as 1 o^eryed at the time) ; that is to-~sa]^ 
^1 of. vs wh'b cai^pt wait to calculate i^n the 
SUDS an4 WseHof -the ajfur} all of na, *xce|>C 
those yfho are endowed with this jprondcBt 
^igidil^^now well what youthful love iB> sod 
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-tb> maM M t fo itii m miitaiabm^ Bmlty'«am,lmi. 
■«ip*ci«lly.CTCiy EwgMi— a ■ (ftw ih are wt -seldon' 
:l»ve or baited; MvM),:mlt«ecAlk<tt h«w iM«f 
raad praalfs bv^M ^tft]«A'( imv-iiimyvnli mi 
riiiiculMs tiai^ be <li4i sfetd'Wi^doiwbttiipHi 
the age «f mxiteen.«nd<4»it:of:ti|i'ent)Ktn(aj itwii 
naay tiniM « rJaRd ^k'*"^ )i^«aUtei«(l <aU. hia 
/KBSoniiig AiidU ',reBaluti«BS Ux the winds; .hc^r 
Attiy tiiiiesrA«0ol'ia»k-baa'plwiged;hisi \Bta tl^ 
dei^Mst QUM^ 1 '¥,0QT Shithj who was at itw 
j^vf low laBd iaa4)iBs^ -mi^^ NKcl}V !>« i>^ 
raiitaed to-tii^n; jdoiMtbe d«ed ia a t^ofjieiit.faf 

Abfefit of. xampassioiiriin evei;y bmqane breasts 
^ had parcato :snd l»etinen and kindred aad 
irieDdB to'lanici^bjs death, .and to feel ahsme 
iOt 4)iedis(;Mceii(fiictsd9u his^Ufelens body: ye^ 
^£1 was pioiwinioMl to.be a f^ de.se, or se(f~ 
faurda-er, and- hia body wa* put ■into a hole bf 
the way-side,. mlb<a stake dnve*. dowD'.througji 
4G[ whtte that of Rouiujr had .mercy ex.%eaded 
to it, on the>gK>«ad.thfit the act had -been qccar 
^ioned hy -f' iai^pormy meaial derai^ement," 
caused bybifr^jvf for the death> vf his wife 1 

84. To naotcK witk .passion like, that of the 
anfortunate€iMH'M».'4s jKrfectlf useless; yos 
nay, with ma jBuoh pbaace of 4uccbbs, reason and 
retnonstra^ wlth-theifindfior tbe ivayra:.JfyoE 
'make imfiiessi9%' it lasts but for a mosaeut. 
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.•yxateSmif like an inadeqiiKte itoppoge trf watert, 
letAy adds, in the cod, to the violesce of the tor- 
rent : the euriait nMnt Jibtc and will hat* its 
coune, be the etHMequencea what they may,' In 
«aaea not i[uite •» decided, abtenee, the sight of 
new /ac«*, die Mnmd of -aetc voice*, geoerally 
' serve^ if not as a radical cure, as a mitigBtion, at 
ieut, of dte disease. But, the wont of it is, that, 
on this point, we have the f^ris {mi women too) 
agefnst us I For they look upon it as right 
that every lover should be a little maddah; and, 
^very attempt to rescue him from the thraldom 
imposed by their charms, they look upon as aft 
overt act vf treason agunst their natural sove- 
-reignty. No girl ever Ipced a youi^ man Iras' 
-for his. having done things foolish and wild and 
ridiculous, provided she was Mir« that love of her 
had been the cause : let her but be satisfied upon 
this score, and there are very few things wjiich 
she will not foi|^ve. And, though wholly 
vnconsciolis of the Atct, she is- a great and 
sound philosopher after all. For, froni tlie 
nature of things, the rearing trf a ftmily always 
ba^ been, is, and must ever be, attended with 
cares and troubles, which must infallibly produce, 
at times; feelings to be combated and overcome 
hy nothing short of that ardent afl^ction whidi 
first brought the parties together. So that, talk as 
long as Parson Malthus likes about " moral re- 
ffrom/j " and report as long as the Comniittees . 
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fif FarMftinait pl«B*e about preveiitinp '*prtma^ 
Anne md tBifmHfiifett/ mamagea" amoopt tbe 
Ikbduriag riaaMs, tlM pawioii that they would rt- 
itrmnt wbile it. k nweseary to.theexistrace jof 
taatAiady n the grcateft of all tiie compenaa- 
tiow for tbe inevitaUe cares, todubles, hudahipt, 
aad sorrows of life ; and, as to the faorruyw, if 
-they could once be rendered uoivenally pnt- 
vinknt, tseiy geneioua Bentimoit would qutekly be 
baniahed fixm tbe woildi 

85 . The other deecrip^n of loveu, witli wboqi 
b is useless, to reason) are tfaoae who love a^* 
©wdiDg to tbe nde»^f{farithfiHi(Si or who mefc- 
sttre their matriraoniid expectations by the ehaia 
t^the bmi'mrtej/Dr^ These aie B6t love and 
marri^e; they are bargam and sale. Youfig 
men will naturally, and almost neeeBaarily,fix their 
choice on young women in their oVn; rank in 
Ufe ; bbcBuse &om habit and iatercourae titty will 
know them best. ' But, if the leugdi of the ^rl's 
putae,.preKnt.'or contingent 'be a consideradtHi 
with the man, or the lei^h of bisipurse, present 
,oEe<mdngeHt,beacoi]nderationwitbher, it is an 
-ofiair of bargain and sale. I know that kin^ 
jwioees, and princesses are, in' respect of* mar- 
riage^ restiRined^by tbe law : I know that nobles, 
if not Urns restrained by positive. law, are t^ 
strained, in fact, by the very nature of their 
order. And here is a diaadvaiiti^ 'Which, as 
far as real enjoyment of life it ebncem^^ morfe 
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-ifaRii «t)iiiitet1mlMtc« tftl 9k» < Jn M »>g M itbat 
^tileji' posMffi 'ov«t lia rett «f othe coKtmuftj*^. 
Ttiii-'ilnRiivaAIkigie, gonenHy ^Mdcing, -iMrMM 
nidtKlid riehta daiRiwardt,.iiir}«M' appNoA 
-nvy ncBrty to ihat nuneitMU dan who live by 
.a>iBul Hb«wr, iMcaoiitig, htmePtr, kss itnd4«f8 
ttafDU ctflMinul. Vm gdaetafly find em vety 
-ndgat- rich mea mdnag « MKrifice «f th«fa' 
'WBtsnl ,;««& TXtiiMMl tBBte u tMr m«an <««d 
ridiculous pride, and thcr«liy<'prMidfBg for -dicM- 
iMvcs flh'«m;fjle''Aipyly of n^sny for liT».~ By 
fn«f)^rritig "^'jnvojiiM mania^" to ■mtrn^ta 
irf 4ow, they think to ^eonrk t^cmttlvts agaMtt 
«11 «fa* evHfa 4tf fMvrtjr; tnit, ^ ^averif) camr, 
•«adc<on&vtin»y,'A»d frequently (ton, in sfdte ef 
ititb liest IftU phiu, Kndbest nodes of cendwb; 
1^ jMinnfy CMWy then where is the oountwbii- 
'HtiM ftir- l^t '^ardent mutial -affeotion, which 
'tr^ubiw, md 1obK8, «d cnKws always incraae 
Yttbertiim Bimhiirii, andiriiich, mimdtf^nll the 
■nlunitan thaC cm b^l a nnn, -whiapsm to his 
IwBtt, that his best posMBaon is still left ham 
viiHiipBired i The Wdb(3stbbihis9 Babohby, 
4rti6 ha* had to ciidure tlte sneen of foofa od ao 
■om&t.of.'faisaan3age with » bean^fU and viA»- 
«w sernuit Bwid^ tvonhl, wftre die present rtkiscrtiB 
-fiKBKires o£ the Garemaient to drive him iicab 
iiktnMisiMttD'AQottaBe, »tiU Iwre a soorce of 
Imp^iiHM ; wfaUff -tnaay of Aaao, who might Ml 
JB 'DO|i^aiqr..wiib 3mb, liwiM, in addltiwi taall 
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Micic^otM CRiiAlefjinve, (MTbftfa,'Co«ndare'tlK 
v^xbkchcs'Af wim ta winaat pmmty, or even 
J»mibls lifs, midd be iunippoMble. 

'86. If nuriTing &r die sake- of monrf bm. 
Hinder any >circuiaslaiicet, despio^le, if tuit db- 
^raeefol; if it lie, geaeniiljr speakings a-apeoies 
.l>f l^al pTOstitWlJon, oBly.ti little lem shinefsl 
■Cbah t^t wiiich, ttadAF •■otne g^emmento, lis 
.vpetdylicentcd foriheiakeoT«L Cax.; JFAiabe 
klie icaw gtBcrqlly, '^vHat otigttf M be «aid of n 
;ytiuitg!inM), -r^ra^ in Ae heyday df ywith, should 
«««ple l>imsetf un ; ta a JibidinaiiB womui, old 
'mough, perhi^, to be fab grandmother, Ugly tts 
■thtt ti^t-marf^ offensive aiikK to the eigbt and 
tbe waaU} and yfba shmild pretend to lovebtu 
JBfio: and «ll ttw merely Yw-the sidce tof "hA- 
aoncy? Why, it>iiglit>«nd it, do^jtlcM, would 
Jie ^d <^ him, that his ca#idi)ot was a libol oh 
bodi Hiut and wOGoan-kand ; thttt hie name tuighi, 
Ar ever> to ]»e syaonym&us with baseness and 
nastiness, and that in no age and in no natioo^ 
not marked' by a general depravi^of manners, 
and total absence of all 'sen^o of sbaiMQ, every . 
&SMX|iate, male or faivalQ, of itioh « man, or ot 
bis Althy mate, woiild be held is ^horrenca. 
Public joctti^i^ would drive such a hatefid pair 
ITom Bociely, and -strict justice would huat^eni 
Ircun the face x)f !the eajth. 
, . 87. ^u6su3ui'ni'Cou1d Jlot be '^id to many 
for monegf hat his. .^lotiv^ was tittle better. It 



h.GcHiylf 



cobbbtt's- AtxncR [Uatter 

"vaa for dominioD, for, pow^, for ambition, and 
that, too, of the mosC'contemptible kind* I knew 
an American Qentlemad, u-ith whom Buoha- 
PARTB had always been a great favourite; but 
t&e moment the news arrived of hia divorce and 
second marriage, lie gave htm up. This piece of 
grand prostitution was too much to be defend^ 
And the truth is, that Buonapahtb might have 
dated his decline from the day of that marriage. 
My American friend said, " If I had been be, I 
"would, in the first place, have married th^ 
" poorest and prettiest girl in all France." If he 
had done this, he would, in all probability, have 
"now been on an imperial throne, instead of being 
eaten by worms, at the bottom of a very deep 
hole in Saint Helena; whence, howeveri his 
bonefi convey to the world the moral, that to 
marry for money, for ambition, or from any mo- 
tive oth(r than the One pointed out by affection, 
is not the road to glory, to happiness, or to 
]>eace. 

88. Let me now tnm from these two'descrip- 
tions of lovers, with whom it is useless to reason, - 
and address myself to you, my reader, whom I sup* 
pose to b« a real lover, but not so smitten as to be 
bereft of your reason. You should never forget, - 
that marriage, which is a state that every young 
^ person ought to have in vi6w, is & ^ing to last 
/or^e; and that, generally speaking, it is to 
make life hoj^^ or miterublei for,' though a man 
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nwy bring his mind to something nearly a state 
of m^fiertiue, evta-that is misary, except with 
those who can hardly be reckoned amongst sett* 
ritive beings. Maniag« brings numerous earetf 
which are amply compensated -by the more nu- 
merous d^^hts which are tbdr cbmpamons* 
Bst to have the delights; as well as the cares, 
the choice of the partner must be fortunate, i 
tay /brtunaie ^ for, after all, lore, real love, nn-> 
passioned affection, is an ingredient bo absolutely- 
aecesHOiy; that nopa^ect reliance cui be placed 
on the judgment. Yet, the judgment may do 
domethingj reason may have some influence; and^ 
therefore, I here offer yoii my advice with regard 
to the.dcerciEe of that reason. > 

' 89. The things which you' uigbt to desire in a 
wife are, 1. Chastity; 2. sobriety ; 3. industry! 
4.frugality; 5. cleanliness; 6. knowledge of do- 
mestic affairs ; ?• good temper ; 8, beauty. ' 
' 90. I. Cbabtity, perfect modesty, in word, 
deed, and even thought^ is so essential, that, witlv- 
emt it, no female ia fit to be a wife. It is not 
enough that a yoking woman abstain from every 
.thing .approaching towards indecorum iuTfaer be> 
-IwtiouT towar^bs men; it is, with me, not enough 
tlut she cast.dotvn her eyes, or turn ande her 
head with a smile, when she hears an.inddicate ' 
. allwion : she ought to appear mt to Vftdentimd 
.it, and to receive from it no toore impression 
than if sh^ Were apost. A loose woman it a dii- 
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iBlMW^eP- liove « so Utnd, and Kt^lty u. w 
bqsy in persuading tw-^t onr-ovhi ^alities waQ 
be anifident to eomre tidcli^, that we axe very 
apt to Mak Bothiog:, or, atnaj nAe, reiy litt]e,.of 
trifling a}nnptoms of levity { l>ut if atic£k symptmuB 
sbow tbemsdveiB tuw, .we utay be well iB«surad, 
fhat'we shsII.neVCT pos«as ths power of liffiAititig 
jt'Cnce. Ifpntdery mean /al»e modesty, it ia^.-to 
be debited} but if it'-meatt modesty poahed to 
tito iUOBBt esctent, 1 cottfeia that. I;Hke it. Yoht 
*'/r«e.tmd bemii/" girisi .have liked very well to 
t&lk. aad laugh with ; hat never. Sat one aaoment, 
Sid Jtetiter iatb myniind that I .«ould line uw 
dured a " free and hearty" gizl for a wife. The 
- thiiig is, I .repeat, to Jaat /or ^; it is to be a 
cmmteitelaiicefcrttotiUesaDdousfortuDei; atid. 
ft inuBt, Ibeiefiue, be po&ct, or it had bettor 
not be Bt afl. Toaaythatoaeyjaspwe* jetdawy 
^ looUah.: it ia adi^ to be laHtented; batxhe 
-vaiy dbtn&iUi of it ougbftu be anuded. Stoas 
indartd js thti bcaat, fin- be is 4CMrat^ ef die 
tiane of inan-; inaato anad is tbe WMtcli, whb 
'cah'ien:aeittCTMii'tlie:dioii^t oFpmiiqg hiniMtf 
:lWWGeA n pair oF sheciaivith a wifc of 'ninwe bfft- 
iddity ^ paueants Uie^iraAf f biit, in auoh cIMri, 
-« mwa bi^tttj'benrydwvtb telietfe «{>p«tti- 
4a)ceft; «wj>he>«a^t net to dscnde a|;aftMt ^ 
m^ but «poii -the detireat ftoDf; The laM, vtA, 
■ -Maed, At vtA^t^lk^tiud-Mif guard ^ta i^ 
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■mdl ; to nuka a good choice; to let tlie begin- 
lih^ be such as to render infidelity and jealonay 
nutt to iiapoesible. If you faegia in grounen; 
if you couple yonreelf on to one wiUi whom yoU 
ban tiken Uberties, infidelity is tlie natural 
■mai juti couaequenoe. When a. Peer o/" tic 
Keakitf wbo had uot bun over-frnttinate in bis 
mattimeiiial afiairs, was urghig Major CtM~ 
VTKICUT to teek for nothing more tlian "titoik- 
rote .reform," the Major (foigetting tiie d<»xte>tic 
rtrcwnstanoes of his Lordship) asked him how 
fae attoald refisli " modtrate chastity" in a vite ! 
Tbe 'Iiare'n« o£ the two words, thus coufded to- 
gcUier, is audicKDt to excite disgust. Yet with 
this "ntodorttt chastity"' you must }x, and 
ought to be, content, if yon have entered into 
jBacriage with one, in vAxom you have ever dit- 
-oovered ^e slightest approach towards lewdness, 
eitbn in deeds, wotxia, or loote. ToniEirry has 
been yoiir own act; you hwe m^e the contract 
■for your own gratification ; you ki>ew>tfae charac- 
ter of die .other party; and the children, if any, 
-or tlie:ccanmuiiity, «r« not to be die sufFerera fcr 
your gross and corrupt passion. "J£»dkrate 
chastity" 4s all'tiiatyou faiwe, in feet, contracted 
'Sort yt>u have It^ and y«u have no reason tocom- 
;phdB. Wtnli I come to address myself to the 
•iiabmnd, 1 shall have to say sMveupon this sub- 
ject, which I dlsBosB for the present with ob- 
tg, tfaat.n^ observation has (xnvinced m», 
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thatj when families are rendertd unhappy jrom 
the existence of " moderate chastity," the &ut^ 

jirst or last, has been in the man, ninety-nine 
times out of every hundrea. 

91. SoBRiBTT. By toMetjf I do not mean 
merely an absence of driiiking to a state of m- 
toxicatitmy for, if that be hatej\il in a man, 
what must it be in a woman 1 There is a Ladn 

-proverb, which says, that winej that is to say, 
intoxication, brings forth truth. Whatever it 
may do in this way, in men, in women it is sure, 
unless prevented by age or by salutary' ugliness, 

-to produce a' moderate, and a very moderate^ 
portion of chastity. There never was a drunken 
woman, a woman who loved strong drink, who 
was chaste, if the opportunity of being the con- 
trary presented itself to her. There are cas^ 
where health requires wine, and even small por- 
tions of more ardent liquor ; but (reserving what 
I have further to say on this pointy till I come 

- to the conduct of the husband) yotci^ unmarried 
women can seldom stand in need of these stl- 
mulants ; and, at any rate, only in cases of well- 
known definite ^Iments. Wine ! " only a glata 
er two of wine at dinner, or bo " 1 As soon as 

-have married a girl whom I had thought liable to 
be persuaded to djtnk, habituMly, "onfy a glass'or 
two of wine at dinner, or so ; " as soon as have 
•tatarwd such a gjrl, I would have taken a 
strumpet from the streets. And it h&s not 'r»- 
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(quired a^e to ^ve me thia way of thiokin^ : t^ 
has slwRys been rooted in my mmd from the mo- 
ment that I began to think the girls prettier thati 
jioats. lliere are few things ao disgusting as a 
guzzling woman. A gormandiziug one is bad 
enough } but, one who tips off the liquor with 
an appetite, and exclaims "good! good! " by a 
smack of her Itp^ is fit for nothing but a brothel, 
Tliere may be cases, auioiigst the Aon^labouring 
women, such as reapers, for instance, especially 
when they have children at the breast; there oiay 
be cases, where very Aoref-working women may 
stand in need of a little good beer j beer, which, 
if taken in immoderate quantities, would pro-, 
duce intoxication. But, while I only allow the 
^joasibilUy of the existence of such cases; I deny 
the necessity of any strong drink at all in every 
other case. Yet, in this metropolis, it is the 
general custom for tradesmen, journeymen, and 
even labourers, to have regularly on tlieir tables 
the big, brewers' poison, tw|ce in every day, and 
at the rate of not less than a pot to a person, 
women, as well as men, as the allowance for the 
day. A pot of poison a day, at five pence the 
pot, amounts to seven pounds and two ahilUaga 
in the year! Man and wife suck down, in this 
way, Jtmrteen pounds four tailings a year ! la 
it any wonder that they are clad in .rags, that 
they an skin and bone, and that their childim 
are covered with filth 1 
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93.'But by th« word'SoBftiBTy, in .» joaag 
fAitnui, I mean a grtst deal tn«re thvi even a 
rigid abflttnemse from that Isve of ttrmk^ wMob I 
«m not to aiqipose, tuid which I do not b^av^ 
to exist any thin^ Hke generally amohgst tli« 
young women of this country. I mean a great 
deal more than this ; I mean tohriety iff etmthtet. 
Hie vrord teber, and its derivatives, do. not c<m* 
line themielves to matters of ihink : they exprem 
tteat^nen, aerioiunegt, car^fvUug», tengmlOM 
pi-eprUty of- c(md«et j and they are thus uaed 
amongst country people in many parts of Eng* 
land. Wbea a Somersetshire fellow makes too 
free with a girl, she reproves him with, ** Come t 
be sober I " And when we wish a team, or any 
thing, to be moved on tteadtiy lud with ffreat 
tare, we erv out to the- carter, or other operator, 
" Soberh/, toberly." Nftw, this species of sobriety 
Is a great qualification In the person you mean to 
make yoUr wife. Skipping, capering, rom^g, 
rattling git'U are-very amusing where all costs and 
ottier consequences are out of the question; and 
they may become isbrr tn the Somersetshire Sense 
of the word. But while you have -nd oertamtg 
o£ this, you have a presumptive argument on the 
other side. To be sure, when girk are mere ehU- 
dren^ th^ are to play and romp like children. 
But, when they arrive at that age which turns 
their thoi^ts towards that sort vS connexion 
which is to be theiia for life j when they he^ 
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to think dfhsnng tIiecoBiiiiatidofahwue> boMw 
•vcT small or poor, it b time for tlt^nv b> c«iC 
~ aw^ tb« levity of the. duld. It U natsnl^ aor 
is it very wroo^, that I know of, foe ebildren to 
like to gad about and to see all sorts of strange 
sights, though I do not approve of this eren ia ' 
children : hut, if I could not have founda^omy 
womao (and 1 am sure I never shooM have mir* 
lied aa «ld one] who I was not rare poosessed oO 
the qaalities expressed hy the WMd sobrie^, I ' 
•hoald have remained a bodidor to the end of 
that life, vrhich^ in that case, would, I am sadf 
fiedy hare tnminatcd without my having per- 
formed a thousandth pan of those labours which 
have betuy and ar^ in apitc of all political pre- 
judice, the wonder of all who have seen, or heacd 
of, them. Scores of gentlemen have, at difiFeicnC 
times, expressed to me their surprise, that I was 
*' always in qnrits ; " that nothing pnUed jnc 
Sovm,', and the truth is, that, thion^iout neuly 
forty yeajs of trouUes, losses, and crosses, as- 
sailed all the while, by more nwnerous and power- 
ful enemies than ever man had before to contend 
ivith, and performing, at die same time, labours 
greater than man ever before performed] ^ those 
labours requiring ment^ exer6on, and some of 
, diem mental exattionof the higiicst order ; the 
. tmthis, that, throughout the whole of this Icmg 
time of trotd>lefl and of laboun,.! have never known 
a single brntr. of real anxiety ; the troubles lian 
ttecii no troubles to me; I have not known idiat 

, .Cookie 
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iotmeis sf ^pirt^ mesned ; have been inote 
gay^ and! felt less c&re, than any bachelor that 
' ever lived> " Yoii are alteays in ipiriiSf Cobbett ! " 
. To be siae ; for why should I not ? Poverty I 
have always set at defiance, and I could, there- 
fore, defy the temptations of riches ; and, aa txi 
home and chikb-en, l had taken care to provide 
myself with an inexhaustible store of that "so- 
Mety" which I am so strongly recommending 
iny reader to provide himself with; or, if he can- 
not do that, to deliberate long before he ventarea 
on the life-enduring matrimonial voyage, "niis 
sobriety is a title to truat-worthine»» ; and tMs^ 
young man, is the treasure that you ought to 
prize far above all others. " Miserable is the bus- 
band, who, when he crosses the threshold of bis 
house, carries with him doubts and fears and 
suspicions. I do not mean suspicions of the 
fideUty of his wife, but of her care, frugality, at'- 
tention to bis interests, and to the health and 
monds of his children. Miseralile is the man, 
who cannot leave all unlocked, and who is not 
turBf quite certiun, that all is as safe as if grasped 
in his own band. He is the happy husband, 
wbo can go away, at a moment's warning, leav- 
ing his bouse and his family with as little aii- 
^ety as he quits an inn, not more fearing to find, 
on his return, any thing wrong, than he would 
fear a discontinuance ef the rising and setUng 
of tJie sun, and if, as in my case, leaving boolu 
And papers all lying about at sixes and seTeni, 
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finding tfaiin Uranged in proper order, and tK* 
ramn, during the lucky intervHlf freed from tUt 
cflfeets of his and hia ploughman's or gardeaer'a 
dircf shoea. Such a man haa no real eamf 
mich a man has no troubles ; and this is the sort 
of life that I have led. I hare had all the ntime* 
roua and indescribable delights of home and 
children, and, at the same time, all the bachelor'B 
freedom from domestic cares : and to this 
cause, far more than to any other, my readers 
owe those labours, which I never Could hare per- 
formed, if even the slightest degree c^ want of 
confidence at homie had ever once altered into 
mymind. 

9S. But, in order to possess this precious trvtt' 
teorthineta, you roust, If you can, exercise your 
teaton in the choice of your partner. If she be 
vain at her person, very fond of dress, fond of 
fatten/ at all, given to gadding about, fond of 
what are called partia qfpleature, or coquetiah, 
though in the least degree j if either of these, 
aheneverwill be trust-worthy: she cannot change 
her nature } and if you marry her, you will be 
w^urt if you expect trust-worthiness at her 
hands. But, besides this, even if you find in 
her that innate "sobriety" of which 1 have 
been speaking, there requires on your part, and 
that at once too, confidence and trust withoot 
sny Hniit. Confidence is, in this case, nothit^ 
tmtesa it be reciprocal. To have a trutt-worth. 
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wife, you must begin by showing her, even befort 
you are married, that you have no suspicions, no 
fears, no doubts, with regard to her. Many a 
man has been (discarded by a virtuous girl, merely 
on account of his querulous conduct. All women 
despise Jealous men ; and, if they marry such^ 
their motjve is other than that of affecUon. 
'Rierefare, ieffin by proofs 'of unlimited confi- 
dence ; and, as example may serve to assist pre- 
cept, and as I never have preached that which 1 
have not practised, I will give you the history of 
my own conduct in this respect. . 

94. When I first saw my wife, she was tMrte&n 
years old, and I was within about a month of 
twenty-one. She was the daughter of a Seijeant 
of artillery, and I was the Seijeant-Major of -S 
regiment of foot, toth stationed in forts near 
■ the city of St. John in the Province of New- 
Brunswick. I satin the same room with her, for 
about an honr, in company with others, and I 
made up my mind that she was the very girl for 
me. Thati I thought her beautiful is certain, for 
that I had always said should be an indispensable 
qualification; but I saw in her what 1 deemed 
marks of tkat sobriety of conduct of which I 
have said so much, and which has been by far 
the greatest blessing of my life. It was now ' 
dead of winter, and, of course, the snow several 
feet deep on the ground, and -the weather pierc- 
ing cold. It was my habit, when I had done Qiy 
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nonun^Binidi^, to go out at bnak of day ta 
cake a fralk-on a hill at tbt foot of which. our 
iMmdu lay. In about three moraiugs after I 
had first men her, i had, bj an jnvitation to brealt- 
fut with me, got up two youitg, ued to jan me 
Id njr mUi } and oar toad lay by th« hoosc of 
Iter fether and motlMr. ' It mw hudly light, but 
A» waa out on the snow, scnibhing out a waah-' 
big^tub. *"nitt'> the girl for me," awd I, when 
we had got out of her hearing. One of the*e 
young men came to England soon atUrwarda ) 
and he, who keeps an inn in Yorkshire, came over 
to Preiton, aC the time of tiie election, to verify 
frtiether I were the nunc nan. 'When be founct 
that I was, he appeared aurprited ; but what watr 
kn snrprite, when I told hltn, that those tall young 
men, whom he saw around me, were the 9oa» of 
Jthat paetty little ^rl that he and 1 saw scrubbing 
out the waahing^tub on the snow in New-Biuna- 
wkk at day-bieak in die morning I 

95. From the day that I first spoke to her, I 
never had a thcugfat of her ever being the wife of 
any other man, more than 1 had a rtioaght of 
her being transformed into a chest of druvers j 
and I formed my resolution at once, to marry b« - 
at sodn m we coidd get permiosim, and to get 
. oukof the army as iood a» I could. So tKat this ' 
matter was, at onoe, tettled as finnly as if wricten 
ia the book of fate. At the end of about »>x 
montlu, my regiment, and I along with it, weie ' 
f2 
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removed to Fkbdesicktok, a distaoee of a Aunt 
dred miies, up the river of St, John ; and, which 
Was worse, the artillery were expected to go oS 
toEnglaad a year or two before our regiraentl 
The artillery went, and she along with them'} 
and now k was that I acted a pail; beeomiDg a 
real and sensible Iqver. 1 .was aware, that, wheii 

' she got to thai gay place, Woolwich, the koute 
of her father ^d mother, neceasarily vLutedby 
nimierous persons not the mOst select, might be-- 
ffome unpleasant to her, and I did not like, be-^ 
sides, that she should continue to work hard. I 
had saved a banned andfi/itf gtdntas, the earn- 
ings of my early hours, in writing for Xbfi pay-> 
master, the quartermaster, and others, in addi- 
tion to the savings of my oHKi pay. I$aU her all 
intf fiioney, before she sailed ; and wrote to her ta 
beg of her, if she found her home uncomfortable, 
to hire a lodging with respectable people : and,^ 
at any rate, not to spare the money, by any means ;^ 
but to buy herself good clothes, and to live with- 
out hard worlc, until I arrived in England; aqd I, 
in order to induce her to lay out the money, told. 
})er that I should get plenty more before I came 
home. 

96. As the malignity of the devil would hare it,, 
we were kept abroad iioo years longer than our 
time, Mr. Pitt (England not being so tame then 
as she is now) having knocked up a dust with 

'Spun aboiit Nootka Sound. Oh, how I cursed 
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Nootka Sodd9, and pdor bawling Pitt too, I am 
airaidl At the end of four years^ however, 
home I came J landed at Portsmouth, and got 
my discharge from the army by the great kind^ 
neas of .poor Lord EuwaOd Fitzgerald, who 
ivaB then the Major of my regiment. 1 found 
my little girl a aervant of all u'or£*(and hwd 
work it was), at Jive pounds a-yeta; in the house 
of a Capfain Brisac; and, without hardly say- 
ing a word about the matter, she put into my 
hands t^ whole of my hundred and fifty gamem 
vtibroken! 

■ 97* Need I tell the reader what my feelingB 
iwere ? Need I tell kind-hearted English parents 
what effect this anecdote must have produced on 
the minds'of our children? Need I attempt to 
^describe what effect this example ought to.have 
•on every young woman who shall do me the honour 
^to read this book? Admiration of her conduct, 
and s^f-gratulation on this indubitable proof of 
the soundness of my own judgment, were now 
added to my loveoFher beautiful person. 

98. Now, I do not say that there are .not 
-many young women of this country who would^ 
-under similar circumstances, have acted as my 
-mfe dirt in this case ; on the contrary, I hope, 
-and do sincerely beliei-e, that there are. But 
when h^ age is considered; when we refle<;t, 
that she was living in a place crowded, literally 
^cn»cxfei/,withgayly-dressed and handsome young 



h. Google 



coBBBiys ADVICE [Letter 

men, many of whom really far richer and in 
higher rank than I was, and scores of them ready 
to odfer her their hand ; when we reflect that she 
was livnig amonget young women who pnt npon 
their backs every shilling that they could come 
at; when we see her keeping the bag of gold 
untouched, and working hard to provide herself 
with but mere necessary apparel, and doing 
this while she was passing from /otarteen to 
e^hleen years of age ; when we view the whd« 
of the circumstances, we must say that hot 
is an example, which, while il reflects honour 
OD her sex, ought to have weight with every 
young woman whose eyes or ears this reladon 
^all reach. ' 

99. If any yonng man imagine, that this great 
tobrieUf of amduet in young women must be 
accompanied with seriousness approaching to 
gloom, he is, according to my experience and 
observatitm, very much deceived. The amtraiy 
is the fact ; for I have found that as, amongat 
men, your jovial companions are, eifcept over the 
bottle, Uie dullest and most insipid of souls; so, 
amongst women, the gay; the rattling, , and latqiti- 
iog are, unless some party of pleasure, or some- 
thing out of domestic life, is going on» geiu- 
rally in the dumps and blue-devils. Some «tf- 
maha is always craved after by this description 
of tyomen; some sight to be seen, something to 
see or hear other than what is to be foimd at 
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htmei whioh, as it affords no incitement, nothing 
'■*' to rtaae and keep ig> the tpirita," is looked upon 
'merely as a place to be at tot want of a better ; 
merdy a place foi eating and-6rinking, and the 
like ; merely a biding place, whence to sally in 
scBTch of enjoyments. A greater curse than a 
wife of this description, it would be somewhat 
lUfficult to find j and, in your character of Lover, 
' you are to provide against it. I haCe a dull, me- 
lancholy, moping thing ■.- 1 could not have existed 
in the same house with such a thing for a single 
month. The mopers are, too, all giggle at other 
times : the gaiety is for oUiers, and the moping 
for the husband, to comfort him, happy man, 
when he is alone : plenty of smiles and of badi- 
nage for others, and for him to participate with 
-othera ; but the moping is reserved exclusively for 
him. One hour she is capering about, as if re- 
hearsing a jig; and, the next, sighing to the 
motion of a lazy needle, or weeping over a novel : 
and this is called sentiment ! Music, indeed 1 
-Give me a mother singing to her clean and fat 
and rosy baby, and making the house ring widi 
her extravagant and hyperbolical encomiums on 
it. That 19 the music which is " the food of 
love ; " and not the formal, pedantic noises, an 
Affectation of skill in which is now-a-days the 
tuin of half the young couples in the middle rai\k 
of life. - Let any man observe, as I so frequently 
■have, with delight, the excessive fondness of the 

G 
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iAbouring people for th«r children. Let him 
obnerve with what pride they 4rcsB ihraa out oA 
a Sunday^ with ai^oa dedit^t^ from their ovn 
scanty meals. Let him observe the husband, who 
has toiled till the week like a hoise, ourdng tb£ 
haby, while the wife is preparing lite tat of din- 
ner. Let him observe them bath abstaning from 
a aufficieocy, lest the children shonld feel the 
]Htichings of hunger. Let him t^Merre, in short, 
the whole of their demeaoour, the re^ jantual- 
. affection, evinced, not in words, Iwit in uaequiro- 
cal deeds. Let him observe these things anci, 
Jiaving then jcaet a h>ok at the lives of the freat 
and wealthy, he -will say, with me, that, when a 
nan is choosing his partner for life, the -dread of 
poverty ought to be caat to the winds. A hibonr- 
cr's oottage, on a Sunday j the husband or wife 
having a baby in arins, looking at two or three 
older ones playing between the flower--bordeifl 
geing-frtwi the wicket to the door, is, acetx^ag 
to my taste, the most intereeting object dial: eyn 
CTor beheld ; and, it is an ol^ect to be beheld in 
lib country upon earth bot Borland. In Franei^ 
a labourer's cottage means a thedrnth a dimff^ 
Aet^ bef(«e ^e door ; and it means much about 
the sane in America, wbere it is KboUy iiieK> 
cusahle. . In riding onoe, about fiw years agt^ 
fiom Petworth to Horahsnt, eo a Sunday hi the 
aAemooo, I cmno to a solttsry cottage whicfa 
stood at about twenty yards difltance from the 
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road. There «u thtt wife wi(3i the baby in her 
' BSBiB, the hMbaad teaching another diiM to iralk, 
vtsle j/bw ncro wete at pls^ before them. I 
sk^pcd mi hwked at Harm fat some time, and 
Aen, taraiog ny hone, rode up to the wicko^ 
fe^ng into talk by aiding tiie distsnoe to Hot>- 
irinm. I feundtfaat the man worked chieSy in 
the -wDoda, «nd Unt he ivas doing pretty weU. 
The wife was then only twenty-two, and the maa 
only tmnif-^ee. She was a pretty woman, even 
fat £tmt«gf whitJh, not excepting Lancashire, 
caataiae the piectieat women in England. He was 
Jiv^'finB.and stout youngman. "Why," said I, 
** how many chiMren do you reckon to have at 
last} " "I do aot care how mai^," aaid the 
nan: '"Gcdmrwr sends manthbwithotitscndi^ 
meat.'* " Did you ^ei hear," said I, " of on« 
Parson MArmBs?" "N«, sir." "Why, S 
** ht wer« to beer of your worki, he would ba 
- ^ outrageous^ for he wants an act of pafliamcnt 
*' to prevetlt poor people from marrying youngs 
^ and fram having such lou of children." " Oh 1 
the brute 1" «xclaimed the mfe ; while the hu»* 
band hragbed, tfaiuking «hat I was joking. I 
aiHiti the man whether lie had ever had rtUe/ 
fima the parithj and upon bis answering lin the 
nc^tive, I todk out' my purse, took from H 
enbngh to bait tny horse at Hor^am, and to 
dear my tumpikes' to Worth, iriiither I wa« 
gmng ID order to stay »Miile, and gave him all 
g2 
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-the rest. Now, is it not a Bhame, is it tiot b sin 
of all sins, that people like these should, by ads 
t)f (he government, be reduced to such misei^ as 
to be induce^ to abandon their homes and tbek 
oountry, to seek, in a foreign limd, the means bf 
preventing themselves and ititli children from 
etarving ? And this has been, and now is, actii- 
ally the case with many such familiee in this same 
county of Sussex ! 

100, An ardent-minded yoUng man (who, by- 
tUe-by, will, as I am arraid, have been wearied 
by this rambling digression) may fear, that this 
great sobriety of conduct in a young Wothan, 
for which I have been so strenuously contending, 
argues a want olihotwarmfh, whi«h he naturally 
so much desires ; and, if my observadoit and ex- 
peiience warranted the entertaining of this fear» . 
I should say, had 1 to live my life over againy 
give me the warmth, and I \yill stand my chwiM 
as to the rest. But, this observation and this ex- 
perience tell me the contrary ; they tell me that 
lemtyYi, ninety-nine times out of a hundred, the 
companion q( a want of ardent feeUng, Prosti- 
tutes never love, and, for the far greater piwt, never 
did. llieir passion, which is more mere amhai 
than any thing else, is easily gratified } they, lik< 
rakes, change not only without pain, but with 
pleasure ; that is to say, pleasure as great as they 
cut enjoy. Women of Sght tmndt have seldom 
any ardent paswon ; love is a mere nam^ unless 
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confined to one object; and young women, in 
whom lerity of conduct is observablR, will not be 
thus restricted. 1 do not, however, recommend a 
young man to be too severe In judging, where the 
conduct does not go beyond mere levity, and is 
not bordering on loose conduct ; for something 
depends here upon constitution and animal spirits/ 
and Eomething also upon the manners of the 
country. That levity, wfiich, in a French g^rl, I 
should not have thought a great deal of, would 
have frightened me away from an English or an 
American girl. When 1 was in France; just after 
I was married, there happened to be amongst our 
acquaintance a gay, sprightly g^rl, of about seven-? 
teen. I was remonstrating with her, one day, on 
the facility with which she seemed to shift hep 
smiles from object to object ; and she, stretching 
one arm out in an upward direction, the other ia 
a downward direction, raising herself upon one 
foot, leaning her body on one side, and thu^ 
throwing herself into a Jlying attitude, answered 
my grave lecture by singing, in a very sweet 
voice (significantly bowing her head and smiling 
at the same time), the following lines from the 
vmtdeville, in the play of Figaro; 

'N'est ee pu pour tmitiger I 
. TiaX is, if love has vnngs, is it not Xa flutter 
about with ? The wit, ar^ment, and manner, aH 
together, silenced me. She, after I left France, 
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mBrmd a very worthy man, has kad s luge fon^^ 
md has been, and is, & most eacelknt wife aad 
iDotl^r, But that which does sometnues wcQ. 
in France, does not do here at alL Our imaRO» 
are more gnve ; ■tcadineas ia the rule, and leid^ 
tite exception. Lore may vottige in fWiee; hot, 
in England, it cannot, with s^ety ta the kyver i 
and it ie a tru^ which, I believe, no man ot atten- 
tive observation will deny, that, an, in general, 
Bnglish wives are more vmtn in their caDJugal 
attachments than those of France, so, with re> 
gard to individaala, that these Engliah wotneft 
ifho are the taott Ught in thert mannei^ and who 
are the least eongiant m their attachments, hare 
the smallest portion of that warmth, that inde- 
aeribable passion which God has given to human 
beings as the great counterbalance' ta all dkt 
sorrows and sofferingn of life. 

101. Ikddstht. By uubatrg, I do not niean 
merely kU)orioustiet8, merely tabouv or activity of 
body, for purposes of gun or of saving; for there 
may be industry amongst those who have more 
.money than they know well wtiat to do with : and 
tJiere may be lasy ladies, as Well as laxy'lkrmers* 
and tradesmen's wives. There is no state of life in 
which indugtry in the wife is not necessary to the 
happiness and prosperity of the family, at the head 
of the household a&irs of which she ia~ placed. 
K she be lazy, there wUl be laay servants, and^ 
which is a great deal worse, chitdien. halutually 
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\»xj : every thing, hewerer neeesswy to be done, 
wiU be put oS to the Iwt ni(Mn«nt : then it will 
be dotw badly, and, in many cues, not at all : 
the dinner will be toe late; tbe journey or the visit 
wiltbetardy; iacanvenienciesof all sortswill be 
oontinnany ariaing : there will always be a heavy 
arrear of things unperformed; and this, even 
amongsC the most weallhr of all, is a great curse; 
for, if diey have no immeM imposed npon then 
by occessity, they mate bumtest for themselves ; 
luFe would be mtbcanible without it : and therefore 
- a lazy woman must idwayabc a curse, be her rank 
qr staUonwhat it may. 

102. Bat, who is to idl whether a girl will 
maks an industrious woman ? How is the pur- 
blind lover especially, to be able to ascertua whe- 
ther die, whose smiles and <£mple8 and bewitch> 
ing lips have b^f bereft him of hia senses ; how 
I* be to be able to judg^, from any thing that be 
OOB see, whether the beloved ol^ec^ will be in- 
dustrions ta kzy ? Why, it is very chScuIt : it is a 
natter that reason has vecy little to do with; but 
there are, nerertheless, certun outward and visi- 
ble signs, from which a msji, not wholly deprived 
of tha use of his reason, may form a pretty accu- 
rate judgment as to this matter. It was a story 
in Fhilade^hia, some yean ago, that a young 
man, vdio was courting one of three aisteis, hap- 
pened to be en a visit to her, when fll the thre« 
were present, and when one said to the others. 
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" I wonder where our needle is." Upon which 
he withdrew, as soon aa was coneUtent with the 
rule* of politeness, resnlved never to think more 
of a girl who possessed a needle only in partner- 
ship, and who, it appeared, was not too well in- 
formed as to the place where even that share wai 
deposited. 

103. This was, to be sure, a very flagrant in- 
stance of a want of industry ; for, if the third 
part of the use of a needle satisfied her when 
^ngle, it was reasonable to anticipate that mar- 
riage would banish th^t useful implement alto- . 
gether. But such instances are seldom suffered' 
to come in contact with the. eyes and ears of the 
lover, to disguise all defects from whom is the 
great business, not only of the girl herself, hut of- 
her whole family. There are, however, certain 
tmtward aigng, which, if attended to with care, 
will serve as pretty sure guides. And, hrst, if 
you find the toTigue lazy, you may be nearly cer-' 
tain that the hands and feet are the came. By 
laziness of the tongue 1 do not mean tUence; V 
do not mean an absence of talk, for thi^ is, in 
most cases, very good ; but, I mean, a slow and 
soft tttlerance; a sort of ogHng out of the words 
insteE^d of speaking them ; a sort of letting the 
sounds fall out, as if the party were tick at sto- 
mach. The pronunciation of an industrious person, 
is generally gtack, distinct, and the voice, if not 
strong, firm at the least Not masculine ; as 
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(eminineas possible; not a croak nor a $aw^ 
but a quick, distinct, and aound voice. Nothing 
U much tnofe disgusting than what the sensible 
country people call a maw-moathed woman. A 
m^w-mouthed man is bad enough : he is sure to 
be a l^y fellow : but, a wom^ofthis descrip* 
tion, in . addition to her laziness, : soon becomes 
the most disgusting cf mates. In this whole 
world nothing is much more hateful than a fe-^ 
jmale'sunderjaw, lazily moving up and down, and 
letting out a long string of half-articulat« sounds. 
It is impossible for any man, who has any spjrit 
in him, to love such a woman for any length of 
tiitae. 

104. Look a little, also, at the labours of the 
teetky for these correspond with those of the 
other members of the body, and with the opera- 
tions of the mind. "Quick, at meal), quick at 
nork" is a saying as old as the liiHs, in this, 
the most industrious nation upon earth ; and. 
never was there a truer saying. But fashion 
comes in here, and decides that you shall not be 
quick at meats; that you sfiall sit and be carry- 
ing on the eS&M of eating for an .hour, or more. 
Good God 1 .what have 1 not suffered on this ac- 
«iount 1 However, thou^ she must n/ as long 
^ tbe.rest, and thou^ she must join in the per- 
formtUMe (for it is a real performance) unto the 
ead of the last scene, she cannot make htr teeth 
a^iandon thei^ chuacter. ' She may, and must, 
g5 - 
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anlfer the a)ice to Knger on the fiaOt, ftntt nwt 
make tbeaupptjstow, in onlertnMIup'thetinM';^ 
Sot when shc'doea bJte, rfie cutnot. weB ^Bgds* 
what nature has tatight her to (ts ; and you may 
be assured, that if her jaw* move in low time^ 
and iffifae rather tqmeelse than Irite the food; if she 
so deal with tt as -to leave ^a i» ^nuhc as to 
whether she' mean fia&lfy ta admit at reject it ; 
if she ded widi it thus, set her down as beinf, in 
Iiet very nature, incorrigibly l«Ky. Never mind 
the pieces cf needle-woik, the tambeuring, the 
n^Hi of the world made by her needle. Get to 
see her at work upon a nrattoit chop, or a tnt of 
bread and cheese; and, if ahe deal quickly with 
tfieae, yon have a pretty good security for that 
activity, that itirrmg industry, without which s 
wife is a burden instead of being a help.~ And^ 
as to hvcy it cannot live for more than a mon^ 
or two {in the breast of a man of sfnrit) towards 
a lazy woman. 
' 105. Another mark of industry is, a (jswi t/<7^, 
and a somewhat heavy firead, showing that th» 
foot comes down with a hearty good wnB; and if 
die body lean a Sttle forward, md the eyes ke^ 
atiadily in the same direction, while the feet nrft 
^ng, BO jBuefa die better, for these- diiwover 
,earnestiiess to arrive al the intended pwnt. f do- 
not like, and f nerer liked, your BmaUtrvig, soA> 
stepping giHs, who move as ifthey were perfect^ 
iDdififerent as to the result; and, as to the Js*r 
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part of Ae aCory, whoerer e^qxicti vdent and 
buUng affcctifni from one of ttuse aauDterujf 
gsrU, will, wbea too late, find his mistake : tb« 
cbacacter runs the aame all the way through ; and 
DO man ever yet s&w a sauntering girl, who 
(Ud tuit, when married, make a mawkish wife, aad 
a c(dd-hearted mother; cared very Tittle ^or either 
" by .husband or children ; and, of course, having nq 
store of those bleasmgs which are the natural re- 
sources to apply to in uckoess and in old age. . 
106. £ar^-n«tnjr is aooUier mark of industry; 
(tad though, in the higher situations of life, it 
may be of no importance in a mere pecuniary 
point of view, it ia, even there, of importance in 
other respects i for it is, I should imagine, pretty 
difficult to keep love alive towards a woman who 
never He* the dew, never beholds the minfr sim, 
and who constantly comes directly from a reek- 
ing bed to the breakfast table, and there chews 
about^ without appetite, the choicest morsels of , 
human food. A man might, perhaps, endure this 
for a month or two, without Ijeing disgusted ; but 
that is ample allowance of time. Aiid, as to peo- 
ple in the middle rank of life, where a living and 
a provisioa for children is to be sought by labour 
of some sort or other^ late rising in the wife ia 
certain rt»n,- and, jiever was there yet an early- 
riaing vrife, who had been a late-rising ^rL If 
brought up to late ri»ng, she will like it ; it will 
be her lu^; she will, when married, never want 
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excuses for indulging in the habit ; at first she 
will be indulged without bounds ; to ntake 'a 
ehaaffe afterwards wilt be difficult; it will be 
deemed a wroi^ done to her; she will ascribe it 
to diminished affection ; a quarrel must ensue, 
or, the husband must eubmit to be ^ruined, or, at 
the very least, to see half the fruit of his labour 
snored and^Iounged ^way. And, is this being 
rigid? Is it being harsh ; is it being hard upon 
women ? Is it the offspring of the frigid severity 
of age ' It is none of these : it arises from an 
ardent desire to promote the happiness, and to add 
to the natural, legitimate, and salutary influence, 
of the female sex. The tendency of this advice 
is to promote the preservation of their health ; to 
prolong the duration of their beauty; to cause 
them to be beloved to the last day of their lives; 
and to give them, during the whole of those lives, 
weight and consequence, of which laziness would 
render them wholly unworthy. 

107. FatTGALiTY. This meaiis the contrary of 
extracagance. It does not mean gtmginees; it 
does not mean a pinching of the belly, nor a 
stripping of the back; but it means an absttun- 
i'i)g from all vnneeessary expehditure, and all 
wmecessary use, of goo^ of any and of every 
$OTt; and a quaUty of great importance it' is, 
whether the rank in life be high or low. Some 
people are, indeed, so rich, they have such an 
overabundance of money and goods, that how to 
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' get rid of them vould, to & looker-on, seem to 
be their on]y difficuhy. But while the inconve* 
nimce of even these immense masses is not hX) 
great to be overcome by a leally exUavt^ant wo- 
man^who jompa with joy at a basket of atraw- 
1>erries at a'guinea an ounce, and who would not 
give a straw for green peas later in the year than 
-January; while such a dame would lighten the 
bags of a loan-monger, or shorter the rent»roll 
of half-a-dozen peerages amalgamated into one 
possession, she would, witK very little study and 
application of her talent, send a nobleoian of 
ordinary estate to the poor-house or the pension 
list, whiclL'last may be jus^y regarded as the poor- 
book of the aristocracy* How .many noblemen 
and gentlemen, of fine estates, have been ruined 
and degraded by the extravagance of their wives 1 
More freqimtly by their own extravagance, per- 
haps; but,, in numero'us instances, by that of 
those whose duty it is to assist in upholding their 
atatioBs by husbanding their fortunes. 

108. If this be the case amongst the opulen^ 
who have estates to draw upon, what must be the 
consequences of a want of frugality in the mid- 
dle and lower ranks of Jife? Here it muit be 
&tA], and especially amongst that description of 
persons whose wives have, in many cases, the re* 
tema^ aa well as the expending of money. In 
such a case, there wants nothing but extrava- 
gance in Ae wife to make ruin as sure aa the w 
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rirsi ^ old Bge. T» obtaM temwrUp agaiiUb Ua* 
» very diffimdt; yet, if the bom be net'guite 
mmd, lieinttyeuilydiaooiferBpropaiaitj tewudi 
enmragance.- The abject ot Im addfesiea «i{^ 
nne tines out of tei^ not be &e mmitga a£ « 
bOnte; bat she must hare ker ^tu, aad othtt 
Uttle aiBtt«T8 md« &er eontiol. If Ae be ewtfi^ 
ia tbesej if, in these, she step^ above ber nuik^ar 
•rcn to the tttp of it > i£ she purchase aU she i* 
wUe tb purchase, wkI piefer the showy to the use* 
fill, the g;ay and the fragUe to the leas aig^tly aad 
sore durable, he uiay be sure dwC tke dispontioit 
will eting to ber through lifc^ If he perceive is 
bar «' taste for costly food^ costly furaiturc, costly 
B^afeemeDts ; if he find her love of gratification to 
, bebonnded only by ha want of means ; if he Gad 
faer fiitl «tf admiration of the trap|XBgs of the 
ridi, and of desire to be able to imitate tbee^ 
lie Btay be jH-etty lure ibat she will not spare hit 
{mrse, when once she gets her hand into ifej an^ 
therefore, if he can bid adieu ta )iec <dianB% the 
tatmer he dots it tiie better. . _ 

109. Ilie outward and visiMe tad vulf^ sigas 
of extravaganee are rmgM^ dromeAa, ieacdetM, 
ituUtB, aeckiaea, dkmdndt (real or mock), an^ 
ID short, m& the hard-iaare wUeb womn pat 
apon tfietr persons. Theae things may "ha pet^MS' 
CDougb aipalocei, or ia sceoei leaeaibting pdla* 
ea; but, when they make their q>pear«nM 
aawqgst people in the twddle raak of Uii^ whei^ 
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albBr. &11, they oaljt serw to show thftt poverty- in 
•be partMs wbich tiey wish to disguiB^ ; when 
dM DM^, mran, tawdijr Oinga mAt tfadr H|k« 
peaxaarc in Ais Tank a£ Ufe, they've tk aura 
fa^atioDS of * diapoNtioK dint will oftoagwAe 
atrnmnffotw^iteanneter aitam. Tonuury 
a girt of this dt^ioiitJon, is really self-dastrnction* 
Yaa never can haw either pn^rtj or peac& 
Earn her m horse to ride, die wtU muit a pgg 
earn the gig, she will want A chariot : get 'her 
that, ahe will long for a coach and four : and^ 
froM st^c to atag^ she will tonaeat you to tlw 
end of her OT- yoar days ; for, still there will he 
somebody wiA a finer equipage than yoa can gtn 
herj and, as long as this is the case, you iriU 
never have rest. Reason woold tell her, that she 
rovdd never be at the tap; that ahe must stop at 
some point short of thaf; and that, therefore, all 
i»penae9 >n the rrndsfaip a>e aa much thrown 
away. But, raasom and broadies and bracelets 
da not go in company : the ^rl who has not the 
aenae to perceive that her persoo is disfigared, 
and not beautified, by parcels of bras and tin (foe 
they are generally little better) and other hard- 
ware, stuck aboat her body; the girl that b m> 
tot^h OS not to perceive, that, when ailka and 
cottons and cambrics, in theic neatest form, fane 
done their best, nothing Bore is to be done ; the 
gti4 thf^ eannot perceiw dna h too great a foot 
to be trusted mth theponeof anyman. 
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1 10. CutANLiNSss. Thia is a capital ingre- 
dient; : for there never yet waa, and there never 
will be, love of long dunido% sincere and ardent 
love, in any man, towards a "jUihymate'' I 
mean any man m.Esgldtid, or is those parts of 
.iteimea where the people have, descended from 
the Bogliah. I do not say, that there are not 
men enough, even in England, to live peaceably 
and even contentedly, with dirty, sluttish women } 
for, there are some who seem to like the filth well 
enough. But what I contend for is this : .that 
there never can exist, for any length of time^ ' 
ardent affectum, in any man towards a woman 
who is filthy either in her person, or in her 
house afhirs. Men may be careless as to their 
own persons ; they may, from the nature of their 
bu»neas, or from their want of time to adhere to 
neatness in drQSS, be slovenly in their own dress 
and habits ; but, they do not relish this in their 
wives, who must still have cJutrms ; and charms 
and filth do not go together.. 
, 111. It is not (!&-£«$ that the husband wants to 
be perpetual : it is not finery; but cleaalinets in 
every thing. The French women dress enough^ 
especially when -they itMy forth. My excellent 
neighbour, Mr. John Trbqwbll, of Long Island, 
used to say, that the French were *'pigs in the 
parlour, and peacocks on the promenade ; " an 
allitejdtion which "Canning's self" might have 
envied ! . Th\6 occaaonal cleanliness is not the 
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thing that an EngliBh or on American husband 
wants: he wants it always; indoors as -well aS 
oat; by night as well aa by day; on the Root aa 
well as on the table; and, however he may 
grumble about the "^Wi" and the " expetue" of 
it, he would grumble more if he had it not. I 
once saw a picture representing the ajimsemaUa 
of Portuguese liOTera ; that is to say,: three or . 
four youngmen, dressed in gold or silver laced 
clothes, each having a young girl, dressed likea 
princess, ■ and affectionately engaged in hunting 
down and HUing the vermia vt hia head ! This 
was, perhaps, an exaggeration; but thac it 
should have had Uie shadow of foundation, was 
enough to fill me vrith contempt for the whole 
nation, 

1 1 2. The S^M ai cleanliness are, in the first 
place, a clean Ajttn. An EngUshgirl will hardlyiet ' 
her lover see the stale dirt between her fingers, as 
I have many times seen it between those of Prencli 
Women, and even ladies, of all ages. An English 
girl will have bcr face <3ean, to be uire, if there 
be soap and water within her reach; but, get a 
glance, just a glance, at hei poU, if you have any 
' doubt upon the subject ; and, if you find there, 
or hehind the ears, what the Yiwkshire people call 
ffrime, the sooner you cease your visits the better. 
I'hope, now, that no young women will be offend- 
ed at this, and think me too severe on her sex. i 
am only saying, I am only telling the women, that 
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wiueti 0^ tam. tfdnk; aad^ it is a derided ad- 
vantage te' t&em ta be full^ iafanne<f of mC 
tio*ifikt» an the sul^ecL If aay oik> wb» ibaD 

. taai tiaa, find, npoa adf-rexumnadon, chat she a 
Afedivc in this respect^ there is plenty ty( tiatit 
for eomcting the defect.' 

113. la the dreai yaa can, amoogst neb peo- 
ple, find little «di«eon to: farm a judgment as to 
cleanliBeas^ became they bare not only the dfeaa 
ptrpared &f then, but put i^em them^ into the 
batgais. But, in the midi^ rank of Ii{^ the Aitm 
m a good cnterion in tm> fespeeta ; fint, as to its 
wloar; foTt if the vA^ be a aart oS yeUow^ 
deanJy hands would have been at work to prenni 
that. A white-yeUow cravat, «« ehirt, rni a dmb, 
speaks, at once, the character of his wife ; and, be 
yoa aasoied, that she mil not take with yout dres^ 

I paina which she has never taken vrith her ova 
Allien, the manner ef puff in^ oa the dios is -no bad 
fctmdation for judging'^ If it be caideea, ilD>eii^ 
ff it do not fit properly^ No matter br its mmi 
faatUg'i mean a» it may b^ it^ m^ be neatly and . 
trimly put on ; and, if it be not, take care of yonr- 
a^; Kit, aa,you will soon find to your cost,.* 
rioven in one thing is a bIocoi in all tlung& The 
coaotry-^aeople judge greatly from the state (tf tha 
eoveiing »f the-tmcfer and, if that be not clean 
-«ad tight, they eoodude, that all «ut of sight ia 
not wbii it ought to be. L«^ at the. aAoe* / If 
thay be trodden on oae sid^ loose oa tkie faa^ 
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•r reB.dMrB&t ihe hnl, it \a a verjtbod aigin; and, 
as ta sl^^hod, though at comiitg down in the 
wemin^ aoA emn hefore dm^iigb^ nnke up yum 
mtat to a rope, rather tban to lire w^ a stij>- 
ibod wife. 

L L14. Oh ! how miich do women lose by inat- 
tentioB to these DiaCtets I Men, in general, sa^ 
KKbing sfamit it to their wins ; but tbey^ tkitik 
sbont it ; they envy dieir tackier neighboors; and 
in numerom eaiesy coosequences the mooc leiicnia 
arise from this apfivcntly trifling cause. Beau^ 
is rakrable ; it b oae cS the ties, and a ■troB^ tie 
too; tfaat^ howcret, cannot lait tvold age ; but^ 
Ae cfaarm of cleuiliness never ends bat widi life 
ftaelf. I (UsmiBs thia part of my subject with a 
qnolatioii bam my "Ybak's Rbsidkhcb in 
' Ambbica," eontajning words which I venture ta 
■ccoeimend to amy' young womao to engrwiv au, 
bar heart : " The sweetest flpwecB} when tiiey be- 
*' eome putrid, stink the most; and a naaty wfimaifc 
** is the nastieit ^mg in otttiue." , 

115. KNowLEseK or uombitu; Affairs. 
Without ni«e or leas of this koowle^e, a. ladgy. 
evcB the wife of a peer, is but a pooeish thing. 
It waa the faabioa, in former time^ for ladiee ta. 
understand a great deal a&ont these a&irai, uul 
it would be Tery hard to m^e roe: believe that tJn 
did not tend to promote the inbef esta and humour aC 
their hnahands. llie affatrs of a great biml^F . 
otver can be teeU towaged, if left lehalkf to hire- 
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litifp; -and there are many parts of these af&irs 
ia which it would be unseemly for the husband to 
meddle. Surely,. no lady can be too high in rank 
to make it proper for her to be well acquainted 
with the characters and general demeanour of all 
&e/emale aervanti. To receive and giVe them ' 
characters is too much to be left to a servant, 
however good, and of service however long. Much 
of the ease and happiness of the great and rich 
must depend on' the character of those byiyhont 
they are served : they live under the same roof 
with them ; they are frequently the children of 
their tenants, or poorer neighbours ; the conduct 
of their whole lives must be influenced by the 
exaJoiplea and precepts which they here imbibe j 
and when ladies consider how much more weight 
there must be in one word from them than in ten 
titousand words from a person who, call her what 
you like, is etill a fellmo^ervant, it does ap- 
piear strange that they should forego the perform- 
ance of this at once important and pleasing part 
of their duty. It was from the mansions of noble- 
men and gentlemen, and not from boarding- 
schools^ that farmers, and tradesmen formerly took 
their wives; and though these days are gone, with 
little chance of returning, there is still something 
left for ladies to do, in checking thsE~ torrent of 
immorality which is now crowding the streets with 
prostitutes and cramming the jails with thieves. 
- 116. I am, however, addressing myself, in this 
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work, to persons in the middle raiik of life ; and 
here a fmowledge of domeatic affease* is so neceai' 
Bary in every wife, that the lover ought to have it 
continually in his eye. Not only a kmiu^^e of 
these affairs ; not only -lo know how things tttight 
be done, but how to io do.them; not only to know 
what ingredients ought to be put into, a pie or a 
padding, but to be able io make the pie or the pud" 
ding. Young people, when they come togeUier, 
ought not, unless they have fortunes, or are in a 
great way of business, to think about tetvtznis! 
Servants for what! To help them to eat and drink 
And sleep ? When children come, there must be 
some help in a farmer's or tradesman's house ; 
but until then, what calF for a serVuit in a house, 
tJie master of which has to earn every mouthful 
that is consume^d } 

. 117- I shall, when I eome to address myself 
to the husband, have much more to say upon 
this subject of keepmff gervants; but, what tlw 
lo\-er, if he be not quite blind, has to look to, is, 
that his intended wife know how to do the work. 
of a house, unless he have fortune sufficient to 
ktop her like a lady. "Eatingmtddrinkuig," asl 
'observe. in ^CoTTAG^EcoNouY, came three tme$ 
everyday; they must come; and, however.litUe 
We mayfi n the days of our health and vigour, care 
about choice foodand about cookery, we very soon 
get twed of heavy or burrtt bread and of spoiled 
jcuntij of meat : we bear them for a time, or for 



h.GotJgle 



ttTicE [LeUer 

' nn>,peThap6;lKit,BboBt the tMrdtimcjive lament 
imoanSg; xAont th« filUi liine« it mnt be ki nc- 
trKndinary lioDey-fficxm that m& 'k«ep ui frui 

' cogqdmiing ;- if the Hte contiane for a Bwrtiiar 
t*VD, TTC faegiH to rqtent'j sod dKH adiey to ^ 
nor mticijwAed ddigfats. We discover, when H 
b too late, that we have not got a hdp<inate,bnt 
a bonlen ; raid, the fire of lore being damped, ih* 
onfartDnatelj aducAed creature whoM parents 
«re more to blame dian she is, is, mleu she re 
Btd*e to kam her duty, doomed- to lead a life veiy 
nearij- appreadiing to that of mioery; for, bow- 
ers Cfviriderate the hnband, be nerfr can Esteem 
fier as be mNild have done, bad «1k be.en skilled 
and ahle in domeatic affairs. - 

118. ThemereoMtKua^performaiKe of domes- - 
tic labours is not, indeed, absolutedynecessary in 
the female bead of the family of pr^rfiessional men, 
BDch m lawjers, doctors, and parscsis ; but, even 
Itere, and also in the case of great mschants and 
of gentlemen living on dieir fortunes, surely the 
bead of the tMmndioldongbttoabletogivedtrcc- 
•ions BB to the purchasing of meat, salting meait, 
nnkit^ bread, n^u^ preserves of aU torts, and 
ought to see the tlungs d<m«, or that ^ey be 
^ne. She ought to ti^e care that food be weU 
eaedied, drink prc^erly prepared andltept; ibM 
tkcie be alwayB a sfi^eienc sai^ly ; that tbete 
be good living vri^ut wasDe ; and that, in her 
d^artment, Dotfaing sbdl be 'seen imonsiaient 
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with Uk Mak, ataUon, uid character of her htu- 
h^ad, vAOf if ,ht have a skUCal and industrious 
wifbj will, obLbu be be of a ungnlarlj' fnpU^ tua^ 
^odlf l«ave all tfeeee ^iiagft to her abMdute do- 
mkuoti, controlled otdy by 'the exteat of tb* 
Khole ei^Bditiire, of wbidb be nusC be tbebesl^ 
sd4> iaileed,.thesole>JH|g&. 

1 19. Bnt^ ioa brmer'aor a tradesniMi's funil^ 
the tnanwa/ gter/oraumce if abflohitejy necessar;^ 
whether there bs sernuits or not. No fwe ^oovn 
- bow to leach another so w^ as one wlio has doo^ 
and vaa doy the thing hiatael^ It was said of a 
bmous French CAmaiaiider, that, in attacking aa 
^aenoff he did not say to his iD«a "g» on," but 
"come on;" ^nd, whoever have well ebs^rwed 
the moveaieabi of fiervaotq, must Jtnow what • 
jHodi^Bs di&redoe there is in the effect of tfa« 
vords,^ Mid come. A very good role woidd bo, 
to have nothing to eat, iii a hnuer'a or trader 
man^ house, that the lyistress did not know how 
to prepare- aod to cook ; no pUddiog tart, fie at 
cake^ .that she .did not know bow to olake. Nem 
fear the toil to her : exeieise is good for health ; 
and without healib then is no beaitty; a side 
beauty may '<e^le pity; hat "ptj is a short-^ved 
pasaitAi. Beudes, what is the Idiour in «ud a 
«aae i And :how taany ifconsanda of la£e^ ide 
loll away the iday, woald ^ehalf theh-'fiirtnMa 
Car that soisHl'Sleepwfaiithdbealimogfaause-vafe ' 
seldobi ^Auls to ^^i^ 
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120. Yet, if a young fbnneror tradetman marry 
ft girl, who has been brought up to pla^ rmtsiCf 
to what IS called draw, to aatg, to waste papet, 
pen and ink, in writing long and half romantic 
letters, and to see showB, and playa^ and read 
oovels; if a young man do moTTyBuch an unfortu- 
nate young creature, let him bear the eonse- 
€|uenees with temper ; lethimbe/wtf; and justice 
will teach him to treat her with great indulgence ;. 
to endeavour to cause her to lea^n her business as 
A wife ; to be patient with her ; to reSect that 
tie has taken her, being apprised of her inability; 
to bear in mind, that he was, or seemed to be, 
pleased with her showy and useless acquirements; 
and that, when the gratification of his passion 
has been acomplished, he is unjust and cruel and 
immanly, if he turn round upon her, and accuse 
her of a want of .that knowledge, which he well 
knew that ahe did not possess, 
' 121. For my part, I io not know, nor can [ 
&rm an idea of, a more unfortunate being than a 
^rl with a mere board! ng-sChool education, and 
without a fortune to enable her to keep a servant, 
■when married. Of what vse are her aceomplish- 
tnents? Of what- use her music, her drawing, 
:and her romantic epistles ? If she be good in 
her nature, the first Jittie faint cry of her first 
ibaby drives all the tunes and all the landscapes 
'aDd-all'tiie.CIarissa Harlowes out of her hend for 
ever. I once saw a very striking instance of this 
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sort. It was a cIiint>-oTer<the-wBll match, and t 
ffim tlie bride away, at St. Margaret's Church, 
WestOiinster; the pair being as handsome a pair 
as ever I saw in my life. Beauty, however, though 
in double quantity, would not pay the baker 
.and batcher ; and, after an absence of little 
better than a year, I found the husband in 
prison Gh debt; but T there found also his 
wife, I with her baby, and she, who had never, 
before her ntarriage, known what it was to get 
water to wash he^ own hands, 'and whose talk 
was all about music, and the like, was now the 
cheerful sustainer of her husband, and the moat 
affecdonate of mothers; All the name and all 
the th^awmff, and all the plays and romances, were 
gone to the winds 1 The husband and baby had 
fairiy supplanted them ; and even this prison-' 
scene was a bluing, as it gave her, at this early 
stage, an opportunity of proving her devotion to 
her husband, who, though I have not seen him for 
about fifteen ye^, he being in a part of America 
which I could not reach when last there, has, I 
am sure, amply repaid her (or that devotion. 
Iley have now a numerous family (not less than' 
twelve children, I believe), and she is, I em told, 
s most excellent and able mistress of a respect- 
Me house. 

122. Buti this is a rare instance : the husband, 
like his countrymen in general, was at once brave, 
bumane, gentle, and considerate, and the love 
H • 
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wis so sincere aod ardei^t, Oa both liieif thatit 

made loaees and suETeriDgs ■appett M itatimg. 

, When I, in a sort of halif-whi^er, tuked Mn, 

' Dickens wheie her piano was, she smiled, ot^ 

turned her face towards her babjt, tb4t was sitting 

on her kiie£;^as much as to sty, "Tius little fri- 

low has beaten the piano ; " And, if what i «ia 

iiow writitig should ever have the honoar to be 

read by her, let it be the bearer of a reaewefl 

expression of my admiration of Ifer conduct, and , 

of that regard for her kindAnd-aensibl^ busutitd, 

^ which time and di«tance hare not in the least 

diminished, ahd which vt^itl be ah inmate of iny 

heart undl it shcdl cease to beat. 

IS.*). The like of this is, liowever, not to be 
expected : no man ought to think that he has 
.£ven a chance of it: besides, the husband v/a»yia 
this case, a man of leamipg and of great natural 
ability ; he has not had to get. his bread by fainn 
ingor trade; and, in all probability, hiewife-hAbad 
the leisure to practise those <ac<{uirementa whicib 
she possessed at the time of her marriage. But, 
can this be tlie case with the farmer or the grades- 
man's wife ! She has to help ^'^ ^"^^ ^ prcviaioq 
for her children.; or, at the least, to help to^om 
a store for sicknesu or old ttge. She, thateforqi 
ought to be i]ualified to begin, at once, to assisL^ 
husband -in -lii^ earnings: the w^,. in which she 
can most efficiently Assist, is by taking carc^of bif 
{iroperty; by expending bis tAonejr xo the.grvatff 
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eat advantage ; by wasting nothing ; by making 
the table sufficiently abundant with the least ex- 
- pense. And how is she to do these things, im- 
lecs she have been brought i^ to understand do' 
jnestic affairs ! '' How is she to do these things, 
if she have been tai^ht to think these matters 
beneath her study? How is any man to expect 
her to do these things, if she have been so bred 
ttp as to make her habitually look upon them as 
worthy the attentifHi of none but low and iffW>- 
irani women ? 

124. Ignorami, indeed 1 Ignorance consists in 
a want of knowledge of those things which your 
calling or state of life naturally supposes you to 
understand. A ploughman is not an ifftwrant 
man because he does not know how to read : if 
he knows how to-plough, he is not 'to be called an 
ignorant man ; but, a wife may be justly called 
an ignorant woman, if she do not kt)pw how to 
provide a dinner for her husband. It is cold 
comfort to a hungry man, to tell him how delight- 
fully his wife plays and sings : lovers may live on 
very aerial diet ; but husbands stand in need of 
the solids ; and young woi;nen may take my word 
for it, Uiat a constantly clean board, well cooked 
victuals, a bouse in order, and a cheerful fire, will 
do more in preserving a husband's heart, than all - 
the " accoT^kifuaenia," taught in alt the "e»ta- 
bUahmenta" in the world. 

125. GuoD Tbmpsr. This is a very difficult . 

h2' 
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thing to ascertaih beforehani]. Smiles are so 
ctieap ; they are so easily put on for the occasion ; 
andj besides, the frowns are, according to the 
lover's whim, interpreted into the contrary. By 
"good temper" 1 do not mean easy temper, a se- 
renity which nothing disturbs,' for that is a mark 
oi laziness. Sulkiness, if you be not too blind to 
perceive it, is a temper to be avoided by -all meansv 
A sulky man is bad enough ; what, then, must 
be a sulky woman, and that woman a tf^e; a 
-constant inmate, a companion day and night! 
Only think of the delist of sitting at the samg 
table, and sleeping in the same bed, for a week, 
and not exchange a word all the while ! Very 
bad to be scolding for such a length of time ; 
but this is far better than the sulks. If you have 
your eyes, and look sharp, you will discover symp- 
toms of this, if it unhappily exist. She will, at 
some time or other, show it towards some one 
or other of the family ; or, perhaps, towards 
' yourself; and you may be quite sure that, in this 
respect, marriage will not mend her. Sulkiness 
arises from capricious displeasure, displeasure not 
founded in reason. The party takes offence un- 
justifiably; is unable to frame a complaint, and 
therefore expresses displeasure by silence. The 
remedy for sulkiness is, to suffer it to take its^Wi 
sioir^j but it is better not, to have the disease in 
your house ; and to be married to it is little shorC 
of n 
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126. QiieniAKtwMU is a great fault. No man, 
and, «apecift!ly, no tvomtm, likes to hear ^erBol 
' plaintiveDees.' That ehe qomplsin, and roundly - 
ooatplain, of your want -<rf punotuality, of your 
coolnees, of your negkct, of your liking the com- 
pany of others: thecre are^&ll very well, more 
especially as they are frequently but too just. But, 
an eveilaB&lg compiaining, without rhyme oi rea- 
son, ia a bad sign. It shows want of patience;, 
and, indeed, want of sense. But, the contrary of 
this, a cold indifference, U still worse. " When 
" will yiMi come ngain? You can never iind-tiine 
*' to fome here. You lihe anj company better 
**"than mine." Those, when groundless, are verj 
teasing, and demonatrate a 'disposition too iiilt of 
anxiousnessj l)ut, froraa girl who always receives 
you with the aame'Ctvi^smile, letsyou, at your own 
good pleasure, depart with the same; and wh<^ 
when you take her by the hand, holds her cold 
fingefs.as straiglit as sticks, 1 say (or should if I 
were young), God, in his mercy, preserve me! 

123. iPertinnaiiy is a very bad thing Jn an^ 
body, and JBSpeoially on a young woman; and it 
is-WEe to increase ill force with tiie age of thf 
part}^ To Jiave die Uet^word is a poor^umph j 
hit with.so»e peqpte it is a species of disease oC 
theniad. Is awifeit must fo&raitiemfily trouble, 
rnufne^ and, ^f you find-an ounce 'Of>itan tht 
nuiid,'tt mqU heceBK >a jMiund inlhe wife. .Aq 
eteruai . difputer is f a.>in64t -Asagftewble coapaon 
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iott; and where young women ' thnnt their say 
iirto conversations carried on by older persons, 
give their opinions in a positive manaer, atid 
court a contest of the tongue, those must be very 
bold men who wili encounter them as wives. 

128. Still, of all the faults as to tender, your 
iRf/oncrAo^ ladies have the worst, unless you have 
the same mental disease. Most wives are, at 
timeSj misery-makera ; but these carry it on as a 
■regular trade. They are always unhappy about 
tomeikmff, either past, present, or to come. Both 
arms full of children is a pretty efficient remedy 
in most eases ; but, if the ingredients be wait- 
ing, a little want, a little real trouble, a little 
genuine affiictian must, if you would effect a cure, 
be resorted to. But this is very painfiil to a 
man of any feeling ; and, therefore, the best' way 

• is to avoid a connexion which is to give .you a 
life of wailing and sighs. 

129. Bka&ty. l^ough I have reserved thia 
to the last of the things to be desired ■□ a wi&> 
I by no means think it the last in point of im- 

. portance. Ilie leas favoured part of the sex say, 
that " beauty is but sim-deqa ; " and this is veiy 
true ; but, it is very offreeabk, though, for all 
that. lectures are only punt-deep, or pencil 
deep; but we admire them, nevertheless. "Hand-' 
some is that handsome does" used to say to me 
an old man, who had marked me out for his not 
over handsome daughter. *' Please ybur eye and 
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plague yoi|r bent " ia no adage that want ot 
beauty invented, I dare aay,' more than a thousand 
^ra ago. These adages wonld sayy if they had 
hat the coorage, that beauty is inconsistent >ntlt 
chastity, with sobriety of conduct^ and with all 
the female virtues, llie argument ia, that beauty 
«xpos^ the possessor to greater temptation than 
women not beautiful are exposed to; and that, 
iherrfare, their &1I is more probable. Let us ~ 
we a little how this matter stands, 
' 130. It is certainly true, that pretty girls will 
JMve more, and more arden^ admirers than ugly 
snea ; but, as to the temptation when in their 
unmarried state, there are few so very ugly b» 
to be exposed to no tmptation at al}; BDd> 
whjchis the most likely to resist; she who has'& 
choice of lovers, or she who if she let the occft-> 
AoD slip may never have it again } Which of 
the two is .most likely toset a high value npoa- 
her reputation, she . whom all beholders., ad* 
mire, or she who is admired, at best, by mere 
chance ? And as to women in the married state^ 
this argument assumes, that, when they fell, it is- 
from their own vicious disposition ; when tbft 
feet is, that, if you search the annals of conjugal 
Infidelity; you will find, that, nine times out of 
ten, thej^iiutt it in the ht^and. It is his neglect, 
his flagrant disregard, his frosty indifference, his 
find 6csmple; it ia to these that, nine times out 
qf ten, he owes the infidelity of his wife } and, if 



h. Google 



I wcfc to qajr nwetjMwe times ou£ of ahuodic^ 
tb« Ueta, if veri&4d> . weuld> I an tmluni, 1m W 
weoMt. Aaii ^eoee du» «eg)ect, tim diwa^ 
gardi thi» frMtgt jsdi&reiice ; wIkbc* this fMI 
cxampk i Bwause it b eesf, in b* Ttaaj caaa^' . 
to fiiul seme wtmut mom bMsstifiri tiua tba 
wife. This i» wf juat^ativi. fei dv Inisb^Hl !• 
. jjltni i for be kflB» vittk bis. qres epo^. jmde- ■ 
scilemD coBtnet s if be. base not Wanty^ waoi^ 
to please him, he ahovU bane wuufat it. in sob* 
othen womBB : i^ sis is fre(fwnAy> As eve, he 
have preferred tank o* inoMjr t» bnoity^ be 
u sa anpriaeipkd man^ if he ia unjs thin^ ta 
make: her nt^pfiy; wba ^s brw^t him A* 
tank 91 tha noney. At any late,. at eoi^n^ 
iafiddity ie^ &i sa many cae^; a» it wgwutra^ 
earned by the wtant of aSeetien aod dw aCtcDtiota 
ui die buabaad, ilL&>l}D«i,ef c«ane,.dist it.miA 
»(»« fEcqnently hsppeiL ia the case of ug^y'thiii 
in that of haadaome wvmMi. 

13:1. Ia pdnti of tbvi^ netbio^'nBed be waiA 
to conrincfr any reaBimable maa^ tbot fcaotiAit 
womea will be laaa expenaive ia ^siEe^aet than 
«am«a of a. «onliia^ dMcriptiotik ^^ipniciwa 
tpachefl.ii^ th^ ugly womcnawalwi^l^e marit 
tsuiiom abmit thek isem j an^ if we had ttncs 
observed upon the «d^i«ct, ireoiMm wonM tell o^ 
l^at it. most be ku. F«tv, ' wiaam. ue baudh- 
aome without. -knowing ili;^ aods if diay ttmm 
ibaJl Uteir featuma; natwally attanct. adniratiMi^ 
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iriO^ di^-d«riM> W dMW h: off, aftt' M Ax it ait 
iKff a«i «llw< im4 jtroKh ^ 

titfa)^«MWltand«oA«i«ftiHe»frfb^tu'« etfnetfSted 
an* ari^^BMI ;- tmi^ a» thef Etsve alf the best rea* 
MUS in. Ate' wwM' Ibr btfkig- ^eased itith- thear* 
4elwn^ the yff w wf yott dfcb^chmce of gknersl 
gwitl bnoi^ur; a*<l thitf gpoA humow h a very 
vahAtU* «M«)HO(tt^ in (he mwricd stMte'.' Somfi 
, thsl am calhdl handwme^ ffiid- tHat anaucH-M 
ttw ftrM gteiM, Orv ibill^ iDaumBte ttiingB, ^afl 
oif^V n «e)t ttaw been made of war, or <ii- 
wooA Bn^ tli« nmth M, t^st tftis is not deWri^ 
,fcr dtfais ttottd-befoHnd-oni^in the/bfMof tlltf 
fcM M f W^ buo in' tiM tfHTvenMnlv of them- a)M!> 
Besides, h«rfr iHrikire- to T«rf impntiKl ; iet aba 
gtm AWMrtion pramiMUiHisly to tke bandsooie 
as mliaa tbttnuglyj txvS the VMtol this- iff 
Ae foviDVriftsiirdy as bearable as in the' laltw. ' 
138. Bat, die fp^uMof flntialiD bexnty, dis 
gwatpra^dcal MJVantef^ofitli, that it natundlsr 
' MiA unavoidably tends t» jfeaep Shi hmban^' tR 
goodktMittirwUHMaaelf, tantake^iia, towe^tbs 
dealtr's pbrssti, jifelwetf iftfftAif AtfjroJN. When 
old age appios«ltw, and'the parties havo become 
eudeaFed tv each other hy a long series of joint) 
•wcs' MdinttM««lr> md when children haveco&itf 
and' bound them tbgethcr hy the strongest tiai 
tiiat- nature has in stOrO'; at this age the featnretr 
Md dte penen aro of less conaequeiKe ; bu^ in 
i2 , 
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the yornig dajfi^af matrimoa^ when the roving 
eye of the bachelor is scaicely become ttendy im 
the head of tiie hinbandf it is dangcrotw for bin 
to see, every time he stioi out» a.iace more e^i> 
vating than thatof the person to whom heiahomiA 
for life. Beauty is, in some degree, a. matter «£ 
taste': what one maii admires, another does not $ 
and it is fortunate for us that it is thus. But 
still there are certain things thatall men admire; - 
aud a husband is always pleased when -he per* 
ceives that a portion, at least, of these things an 
in his own possession : he takes this possession •■ 
a amgilimml to AttnaeJ^.- there must, he will think 
the world will believe, have been mme merit kt 
Mm, some charm, seen or unxeen, to have caused 
him to be blessed witli the acquisition. 
' 134, And then there ariseso many things, sick* 
ticsst misfortune in buunesa, losses, many many 
things, wholly unexpected; and, there are so 
Inany circumstances, perfectly nome^etr, toc<mi- 
municate to the new-married man the &ct, that 
it is not a real ca^d of whom he has got the 
possession ; there are so many things of this Sort, 
80 many and such powerful dampers of the pas- 
sions, and so many incentives to cool ri^ectiim; 
that it requires somethii^, and a good deal too, 
to keep the husband in countenance in this hia 
altered and enlightened state. The passion of 
woitien does not cool so soon : the lamp of their 
love bums more steadily, and even brightens u 
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itltanu I and, thtn h, Uie yrang mm may b« 
•saund, a^vast^diffnenee in the feffect of th« 
a <rf a pwtty womBU and that of one of « 
t dncriptiDii'; ayd, let reamn and philo> 
Mfibj' airy what they will, aman will come'down 
Main of a mwiring better pleased after seeing th* 
Araier, than he would after seeing the latter, in 
bar in^uU-Mp. 

, 13S. To be sore, when a man baa) from what* 
•nr indneement, once married a woman, he ia 
"P^uat and cniel if he even sUght her on account 
<tf ho- want of beaUty, and, if be treat her harahlyj 
«Q tbia acoonat, he ja a brute. - But, it requires <& 
^leater d^;ice of reflection wid consideration 
AanlaUs to the lot of men in general to make 
4hem act with juatiee in such a case ; and, there> 
-fore, the best way k to guard, if you can, agunst 
■the temptation to ccnnmit sueh injuatice, which ia 
to be done in no other way, than by not marrying 
■any one that you do not think Aaitdtome. 

136. I auisc not conclude tbis address to TB> 
~LovB& without something on the subject of 
aeilwrifiii andinddnaiancff. In, perhaps, nineteeft 
eases out of twenty, there is, in the unfwtunate 
eaaea of illicit gratification, no seduction at all, 
Ae passion, the absence of virtuej and thC^crime^ 
being all -mutual. But, there are other cases of 
a very different description; and wfaere a maa 
fon coolly and deliberately to vratk, first to ^uA 
jmd met the jffec^aa of a youi^ girl, then ta' 
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C9 ttiM HiilMMfF -of ItKiifc aflMAielw ito AQoMr 
|)bJi ih«t ^iefa jieiknfm «nut be her nUm, mad. 
fiuagf htr IMO i*«erj> ^ Ue; wbw » mmb timt 
ii6»mt*liy bt jte aabe -of -.a^ianBiarttry ytifl . 
iwlMnf^ WfleC bcicitber •MUtb Aodwlntt^ 
)mite» H»w«fti>7'0fth«nuae<tf««), orJbcMMt 

that of the murderer. Let young wMociti* Imw* 
«wf, be itivwrj let itbew be weU mum, tb«t few, 
indeed, «m tih« owefl (o wbkh tb» afwlpcy •« 
jMMuUyvnulUieBi. !I%ewchwatieriaMit;Mlfiy 

ifjuitu^ Thef nutf , Jn tiw ewe wtBt«mfh/tait 
Jut st^BCts «f wwiytiMH W frill) tte wrid; iNtf 

arbM th»t «v«o the ti»iidew»t bejMMlHve.nto 
cw^est, IB tQ )wa( Mte vonoiM iheMt* «f biw*- 
iblfid. ^jyBgwwd, but 1^ «aM!tNWi te, >MMtab 1h»^ 

137. A» to MWteMgr in Lvrcn, MifHgb I dp 
aot i^mve of tlw Mywg, ^'At loms' lio Jove 
*J|iug))9i" yel^vben peo^ »« jioimB, one «tijwft 
HKjr m^piwjt floptber w tJbeic jfiwtiona, not Mdr 
AJitboKt crimuwlk}' m the pajty eKpe»aieit)« tte 
,4Amge>tn)twith«utU«att!j wwlit]»fcio»0«t, jad 
INVfthtMDwe, to net itpw tbechipge; bwMMB 
S« wwDld ^ bo^ ^MJiirfi ant chm) lo many oat 
' $ffi y/b'i* yo» liked ftofrttwr bcCttri «Ad thevMor 
Im^ gfwd with Df^er d to tfw «tfcMr «e«. Bm« 
when in09«^e bw be«B jirwflMMM^ Md idkM, tP% 
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in tile BOBt ^egknin maMBer, it b.bcUPT for both 
.pvtira to famk of^ thMi to be cMpIod b^|«tlier 
liitfa the relaeciint asaeiA of cither ; mni I hxm 
thnyt tiioaght, that KitMnu for ^apiaget, >on this 
aoon, ifbronf^tbycheigiri, ehawawaut (^ddi- 
taej ts vnAi m o( s^rit i »td, if brw^tt by the 
mBQ, txtoeuve nwonmss. Some lUiiuige nwyj 
Indeed, have been done to thecoo^anning puty} 
but DO damage ecjiwl to what that partjr weutd 
liscn Bustained from a muriage, to which the 
tl^/ex party would have yielded by a sort of com- 
pulsion, produciag to ahnost a certainty wliait 
Hoganh, in his Marriage k ia Mode, mort aptly ^ 
^pttes by two cuts, of diffennt Mxn, fastened 
together hf what aportsmea call cei^ies, pidUtig 
dVfemnt ways, and anariing «nd bazkiDg uai 
feaming like Airiea. ' 

188. Bat when promisei han% been tnaitB toja 
^•iiiig immva ; when they have been raliad on 
for «ay conaideraUe tine ; when it is maufeac 
ttmt her pesce and hqipttieM, and, perhaja, her 
life, depend upon their hilfilineat ; when ttungs 
hsve been carried te this length, ^ change in 
the Lorer ought to be announced is the manner 
most likely to tn^e the dis^pointment as 
aappoitable -n the case will admit oFj for, 
thoHgh it is better to break the pconiise than to 
snairy one while yon like another better ; though 
it is better toi bothpvties, ydn have us rif^ to 
farsak the heart of Iter who has, sod thi^ too. 



h. Google 



C0BflETT*a adVicb [Lettet 

irith your sccordelice, and, indeed, at your iinli- 
gation, or, at least, by your encouragement, 
confideii it to your fidelity. You cannot help 
yonr' change of affectioiu ; but you can help 
making the. transfer. in' euch a way as to caun 
the destruction, or even probable deetnictiong 
,nay, if it were but the deep misery, of her, to gain 
.-whose heart you had pledged your own. Yott 
ought to proceed by slow degrees ; you ought to 
call Ume to your aid in executiDg the patafdl 
task; you ought scrupulously to aT<Md eveiy 
thing calculated to aggravate the sufferings of. 
the disconsolate party. 

139. A striking, a monstrous, instance of 
conduct the contrary of this has recently been 
placed upcHi the melancholy records of the 
Coroner of Middlesex ; which have informed an 
indignant public, tiiat a young taim, having first 
:8ecured the affections of a virtuous young womaD^ 
next promised her marriage, then caused the 
banns to be published, and then, on the very day 
appointed for the performance of the ceremony, 
married aaotJier woman, in the same church; 
and thia, too, without, as he avowed, any provo- 
cation, and without the smallest intioiatioa or 
hint of his intention to the disappointed party, 
who, unable to support existence under a blow so 
cruel, put an end to that existence by the most 
deadly and the swiftest poison. If any thing 
could wipe bom our country the stain of having 
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.girea birtli to a nioiiBter so barbarous -as this, Jt 
."Woald be the abhonvnce of him «4ikh the- jury 
.expressed; and ii4uch, from - every .tongtie, -It* 
'OB^ to hear to die last moment of -Ms life. ■■'• 
. |40> Nor bu a man any right to sport mth 
^Ab afibctiona of a young woman, though he stoj> 
short j>f pontive promiset. Vanity is genendly , 
^le tempter in this case; a desireio he regarded 
■m beii^'admired by the women ; a very deapica- 
ble species of vanity, but frequently greatly mis- 
thievouB, notwithat&nding. You do not, indeed, 
actmdiy, ip so many words, promise to many; 
but the general tenor of your language and 
deportment has that meaning ; you know that 
your meaning is so understood ; andif yoUhave 
liot such meaning; if you be fixed by some 
previoin engagement with, or greater liking 
&r, another ; if you know you are here sowing 
the seeds of disappointment ; and if you, keeping 
your previous engagement or -greater liking a 
aeeretj persevere, in spite of the admonitions of 
"bonsciencej-you are guilty of deliberate deception^ 
injustice and cruelty : you make to Ood an utv- 
grateful return for those endowments which iairt 
«iabled you to achieve this inglorious and un> 
manly ttiumph ; juid if, as is freqneoUy the case, 
you fftory-in such triumph, you may have pers<mj 
riches, talents to exc^ envy ; but every jnst and 
humane man will abhor your heart. 

141. 'fliere^re, however, certain cases in which 
yod deceive, or nearly decrive, ifoietelf; cases in 
1 6 
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tvtwib you mSf hy degrees ud by evfttiMtnca*, 
•Eluded Into eamiMog ,nrf nmAynrntdkiiag 
Mn^w* lovt far a Meond ^>ject, ifie fintittU,' 
'howncTt nUntuniogher grtmoi- in ytmr IwBBb; 
ciaeB in whish fou kts not wtiutfld by vaXaSj, in 
which ym m not siulty of t^jwEkt mmi ctaeb^ 
but eotiet in vhich yon, ncvtrttudcso, 4b 
forof^r csd h I once did » tnxng of Uw Hit 
-nywlf, I trill hf » ^m a faiBtoiy of it, as « winb- 
fog to every yeiuig man who sluU nod this littfe 
book ; that boing (tie beat And, ind««d> tlw only 
tooasmvat, that I can malwi or ever could 
]wve made, for. this only terio9» $m that I «Hr 
.comnuCted a^tiBt the Semalf) lex, 

143. The Frovioceof NswBnwBwicdc, in lipitk 
^mam, in which I |i«sqtd'my.yciL» Awn the 
1^ of tightaen to that of twenty-aixi conaiiita, in 
l^cra], of heaps of roeka, in the ivtenUeeo of 
If hidi grow the pine, the ipruce, and varioua torta 
«f fir tree*, qt, wbare the woods ham b««o burnt 
down, the btuhes of the laipbf rry or those of the 
bucki^barry. The prprUKe v out MUndar leogth- 
sHae, by a great rivffr, esllfd tba St. John, ahotf 
two hundrad twitt m leagtkt aad, M half way 
irtm the monlh, Ml a mile wide. Into thi« maia 
Tim nm inHumarable wnaUw ijv««, there oaUed 
«JU»)tB* Oa the aides of theu creaks tha iwxi 
Ii,^ in plaoaib alear of rocki ( it i«, in ttmc plaeaa, 
generally good and productive | thf twee that 
grow hent are the bin;b, tha m^I^ and o^ara of 
th« dwiduoiM cUft! I natural ««a4owa bei« aitd 
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there pTeseot thcanselTesj aod Uaie of tfaeae 
■pots fat aurpaas in runt beanty any other Chat 
my eyes crcr beheld ; the creeks, ahounding to- 
wards t]i«r MHjrces in watw-&Us of endtess 
tariety, as itell in form w in magnitude, and al- 
' ways teeming with fish, while water-fowl enlivea 
their surfoce,gad while wild-pigeons, of thegayest 
plunage, flutter, in thoHsands upon thousAnde^ 
luoeiigBt the branches of the beautiful trees, ^rtuch^ 
fiometimes, for miles tt^ther, form an arch over 
the creeka. . 

143. I, in one of my rambles in the woods, ia 
which I took great delight^ came to. a spot at a 
very short distance from the ^urce of one of these 
ereeka. Here was every thing to delight the eye, 
and especially of one like me, who seem to have 
been bom to love niraj life, and trees and plants 
of all sorts. Here were about two hundred acres 
of natural meadow, iatereperaed with patches of 
maple-trees in various forms and of various extent; 
the creek (there about thirty nulea from its point 
of joining the St. John) ran down the middle of 
the ^ot, which formed a sort of dish, the high 
and rocky hills rising all round it, except at tl\e 
outlet of the creek, and these hills crowed with 
lofty ^nes : in the bills w»e the sources of the 
creek, the waters of which came down in cas- 
cades, for any one of which many a nobleman ia 
Kigland would, if he could transfer it, give a 
good sUce of his fertile estate ; and in the creek^ 



h. Google 



cobbbtt's advicb . [Letter 

^ at the foot of the cascades, there were, in -thi 
sesson, salmon the finest in the world, and so 
abuDd&nt, and so eauly taken, as to b& used for 
manuring the land. 

144. If nature, in her very best humour, had 
made a spot for the express purpose of c^tivating 
me, she could not have exceeded the efforts which 
ehe had here made. But I found soniethingherQ 
besides th^serude works of nature; I found some- 
thing in the fashioning of n^ich mtt» bad had 
something to do. I found a large and well-built 
log dwelling house, standing (in the month of 
September) on the edge of a very good field of 
Indian Com, by the side of which there was a 
piece of buck-wheat just then mowed. I found 
a homestead, and some very pretty cows. I 
found all the things by which an easy and hiqipy 
farmeris'surrounded: and I found sUll sometbtng 
besides all these; something that was desUned tti 
give me a great deal of pleasure and also a great 
deal of pain, both in-tbeir extreme degree; and 
both of which, in spite of the lapse of forty years, 
now make an attempt to rush back into my heart. 

145. Partly from misinformation, and partly 
from miscalculation, I had lost my M^y; and; 
quite alone, but armed with my sword and a brace 
of pistob, to defend myself against the bears, i 
arrived at the log-house in the middle ofamOon- 
light night, the hoar frost covering the trees and 
the grass, A stout' and clamorous dogj kept off 
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iliy ihe gleKtning of my sword, waked the m&ster 
eC che hoase, who got up, received me with great 
•hospitality, got me something to eat, and,putme 
into a feather-bed, a thing that I had beeti a 
stranger to for some years. I, being very tired j 
:had tried to pass the sight in the woods, between 
the trunks cf two large trees, which had fallen 
side by side^ and within a yard of each other, I 
liad madfe a nest for myself of dry fern, and had 
made a covering by laying boughs of spruce across 
the trunks of the trees. But unable to sleep oa 
acconnt of the' cold ; becoming sick from the great 
quantity of wat^ that I had drank during the 
heat of the day, and being, moreover, alarmed at 
the noise of the bears, andlest one of them should 
find me in a defenceless state, I had roused my> 
self up, and had crept along as well as 1 could. 
So that no hero of eastern romance ever experi* 
enced a more enchanting change. 

1 46. I had got into the house of one of those 
Yankee Loyalists, who, &t the close of the le^ 
TOlutionary war (which, until it bad succeeded^ 
was called a rebellion) had accepted of grants of 
land in the Kmg's Province of New Brunswick } 
and who, to the great honour of England, had 
been furnished with all the means of making new 
and comfortable settlements. I was suffered to 
sleep till breakfast time, when I found a table^ , 
the like of which I have since seen so tnany in 
the United States, Imided vrith-good things. The 
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master and tfae nriBticM o£ ^e house, aged abode 
fifty, weic like what aa Engliah,' fanner and bit 
wife vere half a century ^;o. IWre were two 
■ana, tall and stout, who appeared to have onae 
in bnm work, and the yDunj<est of whom was 
about my age, then twenty-thiee* But there 
was anoiier mentber of tiie family, aged nineteoi, . 
who (dressed according to the unit and aiinj^ 
babkm of New £ngland, whence she had come 
with hier parents five or six years before) had her 
long Ifght-browa hwr twisted nicely up, aod 
&>tNied on the top of her head, in which bead , 
were a pair of lively bloe eyes, associated with 
features -of which that softness and that aweeU 
ness, BO characteristic of American^girls, were the 
jvedominant e^^presuons, the whole being set off 
by a complexion indicative of glowing health, 
and fbrmii^, figure, moTenfents, and all taken 
tt^ether, lui assemblage of beauties, far suipassii^ 
any that I had ever seen but once in my life. 
That onee was, too, two yeart a^ont; and, in 
sndi a cate and at such an age, two years, tw« 
whole years, is a long, long while \ It was a space > 
as long as the eleventh' part of my then life \ 
Here was the jrevent against tJie tAsent i here 
WW the power of the eyes pitted against that <^ 
the netaorg .- here were all the senses up in anna 
to subdue the influence of the thoughts : herewoa 
vanity, here was passion, here was the spot of oU 
lipotsin the world, and lure were also the life, aad 
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^ mumen ftod Um bftbiUoB^l.tiie^urtuib that 
I d«%bted in I hew wu wery tbiog tlwt Uugh- 
aatitn ean concare, united ia a coiiapiracyagauMC 
-tbepoDr;]ittUbnioetteiaEnglasilJ Wbst,tjMn^ 
^M I fall ia love at once with tfai* bguquet «f 
liliea Moi rate? i Oh 1 by ao jaesoM. I wat^ bow^ 
ever, to, enchanted with t^ piaees I «a awch 
enjoyed its tmiquiUilyi the shade of the maple 
tresi, the buoinesa of the fitrm, the sport* of the 
■wafer and of the woods, that' I stayed at it to the 
la*t ppwible minute, pronu«ng, at my diparbire, 
to come again as often as I posribly could ; a 
pipiniBe iriiieh I moat punctually fulfilled^ 

147- Winter is the gftat season &r jauntily 
and ^(meiitg (c^ed Jrohekwg) in America. In 
this Province the river and the creeks were the 
only roads f^m settlement to settlement. In 
eununer we travelled in canoes y in winter ia 
pleigha on the ice or wow. During more thad 
two yean I spent all the time I could with my 
Yankee friends : diey were alt fond of me : f 
talked to them about country affaire, my evident 
delight ill whi^ i^y took as a complimeat to 
(heraselveB : the fether and mother treated me as 
one of their children ; the aom as « brother j 
and the daughter, who was aa modest and as fiitt 
ot aeosibitity as she was beaudful, in a way to 
v^iob a chap much less sanguine than I was 
WMdd have givjen the' tenderest interjaetaticnj 
which treatuMot I, especially in the laat-men> 
tinned caae, most cwdially repaid,- 
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148. It is when you meet in company with 
-others of your own age that you afe, in love mat- 
■ten, piit, most frequentiy, to the test, and ex* 
■poBed to detecUon. The. next door nei^bonr 
tai^tf in that country, be ten miles off. Wft 
-used to have-a frolic, sometimes at one house and 
vomeiimei aX another. Here, wheie fenude eyes 
are Very much on the ^lert, no secret can loi^ 
4>e kept ; and very soon father, ipdther, brothers 
'and the whole neighbourhood- looked upon the 
thing M certain, not excepting herself, to whom , 
-1, however, had never once even talked of mar^ 
riage, and had never even told her that I loved 
Jier. But I had a thousand times done these by 
impUctUioa, taking into view the interpretation 
that she would naturally put upon my looks, ap^ 
'pellations and acts ; and it was of this, that I had 
to accuse myself. Yet I was not a deceiver; 
tot -my aifection for her was very great : I spent 
110 really pleasant hours but with her ; I was un- 
easy if she showed the slightest regard for any 
other young man ; I was unhappy if the smallest 
matter affected her health or spirits : I quitted' 
Jier in dejection, and returned to her with eager 
delight; many a time, when I coidd get Ieav6 
but for a day, I paddled in a canoe two whole 
succeeding nights, in order to pass that day With 
her. If this was not love, it was first cousin to 
it; for as to any crnnjna/ .intention I no miHtf 
thought of it, in ber case, than if .she had been 
my sitter. Many times I put to mysejf the que»- 
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tions : "What am I at'? U not tkis wrong? 
»% do I so ?" But still I went. 
■ 149. Then, further in my excfise, xa^ •foim 
. lengaffemeni, though carefully left unallpded t<t 
bybothpatfieSy^^i'" ^^^^ t'i''> population, and 
owing to the singular circumstances of it, and to 
the great talk that there always was about me^ 
perfectly well kaown to her and alt her family. 
It was matter of so much notoriety and conver- 
sation in the Province, that General Caub-k>n 
{brother of the late Lord Dorchester), who waft 
the Governor when I was there,' when he, about 
fifteen years afterwards^ did me the honour, oit 
lus return to England, to come and aee me at m^ 
)K)Use in Duke Street, Westminster, asked, be- 
fore he went away, to see my vnfe, of -whom Hi 
'- dkeardao mw^before hermarriage. .So that 
"here was no decepUdn on my part i but still t 
ought not to have suffered ereo the most distant 
liope to be entertuned by a person so- innocent, 
-so'amiable, for whom I had bo much aJfeodon, 
and to whose heart I had no right to give a «in- 
■gie twinge. I ought, from the very first, to havft 
iprevented the possibility of her ever feeling pain 
on tny account. I was young, to be sure ; but I 
was old enough to know what was my duty in 
this-caae, and I ought, dismissing my own feeU 
in^, to have had the resolution to perform it. : 
' , 150. The laxt parting came; and now came 
tny just puni^ment ! The time was known to 
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every body, and was itrevocaUy &ce<| ; ior IhaA 
to move with » regiincnt, and the emliarkation «C 
• reg;iineiit is as ijwcA in a thinly denied pro- 
vince. To describe &at parting woi^d be too 
painful evm at this distant day^ a^ with this 
fioK of age upon injr head. The iu«l and Wr 
liious father came (osty miles toaee ne just a^ I 
was goi^g on board in' the river^ Hit \o6kx and 
mtrds I have never forgotten. As the vesse) de- 
acetMJed, she {wssed the moBth of iluti'^reek 
which I had so often entered witli dcJight; aocl 
though ^ngland^ and all that Ei^jind eoBtained^ 
vere before ate, I lost eight of this crack with aa 
•ehing h^art. 

351. Op whattrifies turn tbe great ^wnts ia 
die life of man ! If I had received a cool lett^ 
St^a my intended wife } if 1 bad only hear^ a 
rnmour «f any thing fr<»n which fickleness in her 
tn%bt have been infeired ; if I had found in ber 
ai^, even the Binallest> abatement -qf aff«etiaBS 
if ahe . had but let go any one «f tbe hnadred 
- strings by wbid) she held my beai-t : if any <^ 
ibeae, nevn would the world have heard of me. 
Youi^ as I was; aUe as I was as a soldier; 
proud as I was of tbe admiration aad canuBeo^ 
daUoin of which I was tbe object; findaa.I 
was, too, of the command, which, at ao earlf 
an age, my rare conduct an4 great natar^l ta- 
lents had given me; sor^uine as was my ntind^ 
and brilliant as were my prospedi : yet I had 
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seen so much of the meannesses, the nnjuat par- 
tialities, the in>*knt ^mposit^ the disgusting 
dissipations of that way of life, that I was weary 
of it : I longed, etabKBgiitg my fine laced coat 
for the Yankee farmer's home-spun, to be where 
I should never behold the supple crouch of ser- 
vility, and never hear the hectoring voice of au- 
'ttwRty, agun? raid, on the lonely banks of this 
braneh-eovered oreek,wbid] conbuned ^ Ae out 
■of the 4]iieation} every thing eoogenial to my 
tutte and deu to ny heart, I, nnajiptlanded, uo- 
feared, menvied and uncalumniatied, shoidd lisve 
■lived anddied. 
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152. It is in this capacity thstyour conduct 
will have the greatest effect on your happiness j 
and a great de&l will depend on the manner iQ 
whid) you beffin. I am to suppose that you have 
.made a ^ooef choice; but a good young woman 
may be made, by a weak, a harshj a neglectfi^ 
an extraragant, or a profligate husband, a really 
bad wife and mother, All in a wife, beyond her 

. own natural disposition and education is, nine 
times out often, the work of her husbAnd. • 

153. Tlie first thing of ftll, be the rank in life 
what it may, is to convince her of the necessity 
«f tnoderatwa in expense; and to make her 
clearly see the justice of beginning to act upon 
the presumption, that there are children eomtjiff, 
that they are to be provided for, and that she is' to 
^gaisl in t^e making of that provision. Legally 
speaking, we have a right to do what we please 
with our own property, which, however, is not 
our own, unless it exceed our debts. And, mo> 
rally speaking, we, at the moment of our mar- 
riage, contract a debt with the naturally to be 
expected fruit of it; and, therefore (reserving 
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fiuthet remirks apoa.tIut. subject till I come tcf 
•peak of the education of children), the scale (^ 
CKpoue should, at the beginning, be as low ■» 
that of which a due attention to r^nfc in life will' 
Admit. 

' 154. The great dfmger of all is, b^nning^ 
mth aervaniay or a BervatU, Where there are> 
tiches, or wher^ the business is so great as to de- 
mand he^ in the carrying on of the afiairs of a 
housej one or more female servants must be kept ; 
but, where the work of a house can be done by 
one pair of hands, why should there be two ; es- 
pecially as you cannot have Yhe hands without 
havings the taituth, and, which is frequmtly not 
leas costlyt incoitvenient 'and injurious, the 
t{>ngue ? When children come, there must, at 
Umes, be some foreign aid ; but, until then, What 
need can the wife of a young tradesman, or even 
farmer (unless the family be great) have of a ser- 
vant ? The wife is^young, and why is she not tp- 
work as well as die hosband ? What justice is 
tliBW in wanting you to keep two women instead 
of one? YoQ have not married them both in- 
form ; but, if they be inseparable, you have itiar- 
ried them in substance ; and if you are free front 
. the crime of bigamy, you have the fer most bur- 
fhensome part of it^ consequences. 

155. I am well aware of the unpopularity of 
this doctrine'; well aware of its hostility to pre- 
valent haluta; well aware that alftioat every 
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ttB^MiiiBt add fwi^fiuwir^dMisiiwidtaeaRni^ 

MkL BfBuy Mcbi pciHM^ InSUK ' ^T h te yiny: a 
^^'VoBO^ U(i thmt tha: butw iKgnunUy pmidiid 
before the wife be installed : I am well awoM'of 
all. tht»; buC knovring^ faim hsng imiS'attfeiHive , 
(Aiemtfen, thatit istfae'.|;ie«tbuift<f!'dinaa^ 
siagfftiG^; the-^»BC eauwof tHsCpoiar^r, affiidf 
tfaoae numerwit and tonuBting enbamsuMMi^ 
midA which! MajogRt felicity on KMbnttotq^ 
1)8 Itopt alive, I gim the sdxwe^ woji state llw 
KMonv on-whid it waa fmmdsdu 
, 156. In Lohdon, ok neac is, « mud stwaM 
foncot bek«pt-atM axpniiK. ■» Ivw av tlMCof 
tbhrty, p o t mA - a ygar f. fat, beaidJeiB her wogv^ 
leaid aadlo^ngTi, there nust bv a.jhe stAxAffOt 
ber^ OB she iqiut sin wfthi ths. hukhand' and' wife^ 
\mc tsatxj word that pRices betwcot th«m,.flia< 
bettireeii thesq and tbur fticmisf which wiH^'-oC ' 
ewira^ gteatly addtsthe^ pleasuns^of their fin-* 
aide !' To keep bar tonpK ^21 wntifil be iin)KHP> . 
lAIer and^indfied). lUueaBon^ile f audi if,, anniqit 
&cqp«it1)^ happen, she beprsttior than thewi^^ 
abe will know how te' giw die suitable interfmBf 
tation to the looka'' which,, to 8< next to' a. «»• 
taioCj^abe will oceanonidly get fioi» hinir whof 
as it were in mackerff she callS'by thcmmeofi > 
" nwHto*." This iv dmost downri^t iigamy ; 
but. this eoir never do; and,, thenfor^ she' bwsC 
have a Jire to kuve^.. Besides the blaur aS 
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toeSKr Itow^er, t)i<re is^ usther sort offiam thit 
Avwill inevilaftfcy eant. SbewIIt byno means 
Wmanagoftlu csitv; hut^ weU fed and well 
lodgei^ ai aArwili W, wiMtcfCF younw^ be, >&« 

. mit aamaHy sigh br the Ire eflore, ferwM«tl 
akt csnm ni h«r bVHom a aiKteb alvrays- ready 
pn^Rrcd. I»plai[rbngBa^,^a bBveananea 

' keep^ a part, at least, ef enty wc^ r ^(1 tlw 
1^ wS iunlr, wlricft mig^t ham Iteted yo» asd 
your w^ fcp three dttys, «iIT, 'iif tbw gendnnaii^s 
■ig^, be bdmc nray in one. Shoe the ddor 
sgaitut dtis-inllnt^ ; ouC she goto Irenelf : aa<^ 
if she g» CBipf^ltHnd^d, she m no true Ghristnan, 
•r, aC least, -mtlf not) bs Unaked upon as bu^ by 
ftt> cltaritsMe' fnend at «^ose house she meets 
fte lengnig wal, dying- ptarXf yalSi Ibre and 
pHrtfjr witiR HnDgeri 

157. ^e test, altogether, St neater fifty 
|Kxni«h' a 7CIH' than tfiirt^. How many tftooi- 
sands ^'tradbsinen euicP clerics, and the IIKe, w!l« 
Arigfte haTepffised'thnragfi IFfe- wititont a sii^le 
entbarrBfisment^ have lived fn contimiirf DratiHe- 
mdlfmr, aod ftnnn£ a' premature gravQ fiomiliia 
my eaisQ> aodf Aiv'caase albne !' WltiHi' I, on- 
Btyi rctnm fimm :Ateericaj hi' 1 800, lived w short: 
liau kt Sunt JsnUs's Street, following my 
lahili •£ o^' asing'^I used t» see the aemat- 
nud%,akalta«Rt ev&y boiney dhpusii^ eitaxityi 
at tfu[ a^^ence a£ thfiir maBtors^lbng; before tliay^ 
good mea, opened their ejesj-whooUiua'did deads 
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, pf beneVotence, not only withotit boastii^ o{ 
them, but without knowing of them. Meat, 
bread, cheese, butter^ coals, csndles ; all came 
with equal freedom from these liberal hands. I 
have observed the same, in my early wsiks and 
rides, in every part of this great place and its en- 
virons. Where there is one servant it is worse 
than where there are iv>o or more; for, ha}^ilf 
fi)r their employers, they do not always agree. 
So that the oppressi<m is most heavy on those 

' who ate the least able to bear it : and particu- 
larly on cUrkt, and such like people, whose wives 
seem to think, that^ because the husband's work 
is ofa genteel description, they ought to live the 
life of ladies. Poor fellows ! their work is not 
hard and rough, to be sure; but, it is work, and 
work for many hours too, and painful enough; 
and as to their income, it scarcely exceeds, on 
an average, the double, at any rate, of that of a 
journeyman carpenter, bricklayer, or tailor. 
. 158. Besides, the man and wife will Kve on 
cheaper diet and drink thkn a servant will live* 
ThouBands, who would never have had beer ia 
their house, have it for the servant, who will not 
live without it. However irugal your wife, her 
frugality is of little use, if she have one of these 
inmates to provide for. Many a hundred thou- 
sand times has it happened that the butcher and 
the butter-man have been applied to solely be- 
cause there was a servant to 'sa^^. Vou can- 
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not, with this clog everlKsting;ly attached to you, 
be frugal if you would : you can save nothing 
against the days of expenis, which ajre, however, 
pretty sure to come. And why should you bring 
into your houae a trouble like this; an absolute 
annoyance ; a something for your wife to watch, 
to be a coustrunt upon her, to thwart her in her 
best intentions, to make her uneasy, and to souz 
her temper ? Why should you do this fodish 
thing ? Merely to conaply with corrupt fashion ; 
merely from false shame aod &lse and c<hi- 
tecifitible pride? If a young man were,.(m his 
marriage, to find my difficulty in setting this 
ruinous fashion at defiance, a very good way 
would be, to couDt down to his wUe, at the end 
of every week, Uie amount of the expence of a 
aerVant for that week, and request her to deposit 
it in her drawer. In a short time she would find 
the sum so large, that she woidd be.- frightened 
at the thought* of a servant j and would never 
dream of one agdn, except in case of ^solme 
necessity, and tben for as short a time as pos- 
fiUe. 

159. But the w^e may not be able to do all 
the work to be done in tjie house. Not able ! 
Ayoung woman not ahle to icook and wa^, and 
mend and make, atid clean die houw and make 
the bed for one young man and herself^ and th^ 
ywing man her husband toc^ who is quite wiHing 
(if be he worUi a straw) to put up with cold din- 
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tier, or with a crust; to get up and light her fire; 
to do any thiqg that the tniiid can silkiest to 
spate her labour, and to conduce to her conve- 
nience] Not able to do this? Then, if she 
brought no fortune, and he had none, she ought 
not to have been ,aife to marry : and, let me tetl 
you, young man, a email Jbrtune would not put 
a aervani-keeping wife upon an equality with 
one who required no such inmate. 

160. If, indeed, the work of a house were 
harder than a young woman could perform with- 
out p(un, or great fatigue ; if it had a tendency 
to iihpair her health. or dehce her beauty; then 
you might he»tate .: but it is not too hard, , and 
it tenda to.pr'esefve hecdth, to Iceep' the' spirits 
buoyant, and, of course, to preserve beauty. You 
often hear girls, while scrubbing or washing, 
singing till they are out of breath ; but never 
while theyare at what they call warlang at the- 
needle. The American wives are most exem- 
plary in this respect. They have none of that false 
pride, which prevents thousands in England from 
doing that which interest, reason, and even their 
own inclination, would prompt them to do. They 
work, not from necessity; not from compulsion 
of any sort; for their husbands are the m,ost 
indulgent in the whole world. In the towns they 
go to the market, and cheerfully carry home the 
result : in the country, they not only do the work' 
In the house, but extend their labours to ths 
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garden, plant and weed and hoe, and gather and 
preserve the fruita and the herbs ; and this, too, 
in a climate far from being, so favourable to 
labour as that of England ; and they are amply 
repdd for these by thosfe gratifiqations which 
their excellent economy enables their husbands 
tohestow upon them, and which it is their, uni- 
Teraal habit to do with a liberal hand. 

161. But, did l.praciise what I am here 
preaching ? Aye, and to the full extent. 1111 I 
had a second child, no servant ever entered my 
house, though well able t6 keep one ; and never, 
in my whole life, did I live in a house so clean, 
in such trim order, and never have I eaten or 
drunk, or slept or. dressed, in a manner so per- 
fectly to my fancy, as I did then. I had a great 
deal of business to attend to, that took me a 
great part of the day from home j but, whenever 
I could spare a minute from business, the child 
was in my arms ; I rendered the mother's labour 
as light as I could ; any bit of food satisRed me; 
when watching was pecessary, we shared it be- 
tween us; and that famous Grammar for teach- 
ing French people English, which has been for 
thirty year?, and still is, the great work of this 
tind, thrqiighout all America and in every nation 
in Europe, was written by me, in hours not 
employed in business, and, in great part, during 
my share of the night watchings over a sick, and 
k2 , 
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tben otdy/ child, who, after littering many 
months, died ia mj arms. 

162. TKs was the way that we weaC an : tfaia 
was the way that we b^an tlie married life ; and 
surely^ that which we did with {Measure no young 
couple, unendowed with fortane, ouight to be 
ashamed to do. But she may be Ul; the time 
may be near at hand, or may have actually 
arrived, udien she must encounter that particular 
pain and danger of which ^owAoreieen theh^py 
cause.' Oh ! that is quite another matter I And ' 
if you now exceed in care, in watchinga oyer her, 
in tender attention tt> all her wishes, in anxious 
efforts toquiether fearsjif you exce^ in:pains 
and expense to procure her relief and 'secure her 
life i if you, in any of these, exceed that whidi 
I would recommend, you must be romantic in- 
deed ! She deserves them all, and more than aU> 
ten thousand times told. And now it is that 
you feel the blCsHng conferred by her economy.. 
That heap of money, which might have beea 
squandered on, or by, or iu consequence o^ aa 
useless servant, you now have in hand wherewith 
to procure an abondaDce of that skill and that 
attendance of which she stand<i in.-ibsolute need; 
and she, when restored to you to smiling health, 
has the just pride to reflect, that she may have 
owed her life and your happiness to the effects 
of her industry. 
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' 163. It is the beffimmff that is every thing in 
thia important case ; and you will have, perhaps, 
much to do to convince her, not that what you 
recommend is advantageous ; not thkt it is tight ; 
but to convince her that .she can do it without 
sinking helow the station that she ought to main- 
tain. ' She would cheerfully do it ; but there are 
her next-door neiffidours, who do not do it, 
though, in all other respects, on a par with her- 
It is not laziness, hut pernicious fashion, that 
you will have to combat. But the truth is, that 
there ought to be no combat at all ; this important 
matter ought to be settled and fully agreed: on 
i^crehati^ If she really love you, and have 
common sense, she will not hesitate a moment j 
and if.shebe deficient in either of these respects; 
^and^if you be so mad in love as to, be unable, to < 
exist without her, it is better to cease to exist at 
once, than to become the toiling and einbarrassed 
slave of a wasting and pillaging servant. 

164, TTie next thing to be attended to is, your 
demeanor towards a young wife. As to. oldish 
ones, or widows, time and other things have, itt 
most cases, blunted their feelings, and rendered 
harsh or stern demeanor in the husband a matter 
not of heart-breaking consequence. But with 
a young and inexperienced one, the case is very 
different ; and you should bear in mind, that the 
first frown that she receives from you is a dagger 
to her heart. Nature has so ordered it, that men 
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shall 'become less ndent in their passion after 
the wedding day ; and that women shall not. 
Thdr ardour increases rather than the contrary ; 
and they ara'surprisii^y quick-sighted and ia- 
qmsitive on thu scores When the child comes> 
it dirides this ardour with the father ; bat until 
then you have it all ; and if you hare a mind to 
be happy, r^aay it with ali your soul. Let what 
may happen to put you out of humour with 
othersi let nothing put you out of humour with 
her. Let your words and loc^s uid manners be 
just what they were before you called her wife. 

165. But now. Mid throughout your life, show 
your affection for her, and your admiration of 
ber, not in noBcenaical compliment ; not in pick- 
ing up her handkerchief, or her glove, or in car- 
rying her &n or pwascJ ; not, if you have die 
means, in- hu^ng trinkets and baubles upon 

I her J not in making youreetf a fool by wiuking 
at, and seeming pleased at, her foibles or follies 
or faults : but show them by acts of real goodness 
tawarda her; prove by unequivoc^ deeds the 
high value diat you set on her health and life 
and peace of mind ; let your praise of her go to 
the full extent of her deserts, but let it be con- 

^ eistent with truth and with sense, imd snch as to 
convince her of your sinceiity. He who is the 
flatterer of his wife only prepares her ears for the 
hyperb(dical stuff of others. ITie kindest appel- 
lation that her Qirtstian name affiDrds ia the 
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best you can uw, especialiy before faces. An 
ererlasting " my dear " is but a sorry compen- 
sation for a want of that sort of love tiiat makes 
the husband cheerfully toil by day, break his rest 
by night, endure all sorts, of hardships, if the 
life or healU) of his wife demand it, Let your 
deeds, and not your words, cany to her heart s 
daily and hourly confirmation of the fact, that yon 
value her health and life and happiness beyond 
all other things in the world ; and let this be ma- 
nifest to her, particularly at those times when 
life is always more or less in danger. 

166. I began my young marriage days in and 
near Philadelphia. At one of those times to 
which X have just alluded, in the middle of the 
burning hot month of July, I was greatly afraid 
of fatal consequences to my wife for want of sleep, 
she not having, after the great danger was over, 
had any sleep for more than forty-eight hours^ 
All great cities, in hot countries, are, I believe, 
full of dogs ; and they, in the very hot weather, 
keep up, during the night, a horrible barking and 
fighting and bowling. Upon the particular occa- 
sion to which I am adverting, they made a noise 
so terrible and so unremitted, that it was next to 
impossible tbateven-a person in full health and 
free from pain should obtain a minute's sle^. I 
was, about tune in the evening, sitting by the 
bed : " I do think," said she, " that I could go 
to sleep noWf if it were not /or the dog»" D*wn 
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Mairs J went, And out 1 sallied, hi my jhirt mmI 
tiDwsera, and withoul siloes and Btockings; aod, 
going to ft heap of stone* lying beside the road, 
set to work upon the dogs, going backward and 
forward, and keepii^ them at two or three bun* 
dred yards' distance from the house. I u%)k«J 
thus the whole night, barefooted, lest the noise of 
my shoes might possibly reach her ears; and I 
remember that the bricks of the camewBy were, 
even in the night, bo hot as to be disagreeaUe to 
my feet. My exertions produced the desired 
effect : a sleep of several hours was the conse* 
quenee; and, at eig4it o'clock in the morning, 

' off went I to A day's business, which was to end 
at six in the evening. 

167. Women are all patriots of the soil j and 
wfien tier neighboars used to ask my wife whether 
alt English husbands were Kke hers, the boldly 
answered in the affirmative. I had business to 
occupy the whole of my time,- Sundays and we^- 
days, except sleeping hours; but I used to make 
time to assist her in the taking care of her baby, 
snd in all sorts of things t get up, tight her fiie, 
boil her tea-kettle, carry her up warm water in 

' cold weather, take the child while ^e i^reswd 
herself and got the breakfast ready, then break- 
fast, get her in water and wood for the day, then 
dress myself neatly, and a^ly forth b> my buuness. 
The moment that was over i used to hasten bock 
t» her again; and I no »eie thought of apetMHii; 
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tt MDmMC mmffnm hesf, imless IxBlnCH en»- 
pcHad ne, ibfui i tlought of flftuttin^ tlw cotmtry 
nd ffm^ to KC The lAuatJer an4 %AMiqr 
jtn traiii«iidot» in AaKsica, cottpand *Rth wbac 
ah^ ara in Ei^IomIv My wife was, at one tine^ 
very much afraid of thtindar and lightning; aaA. 
' aeitthefKCliiigof all s«ch women, and, indeei}, all 
men too,, she waiBted oonpany, and partiealarlf . 
her fatutem^ in thoie tinu of danger. I knew 
wtll, of course, that my prcBence would not di<- 
waish idM daai^r; but, be I at what I might, if 
Kitfain Beach of home, I used to quit my basineai 
and baMut to her, the motneat I peFcaved a 
thnadlr Moim approoehtng. Scores of miles 
bwn I, fifst and last, run en thin errand, in the 
aBnata of Hnladelphia ! The Frenchniien, who 
Wtre my Kholan, uaed to laugh at me exceed- 
ingly en this account ; and sometimes, when I 
«a9 making an s^ointBient with them, they 
tmaU say, unth a smile and a bo^>, " Smve is 
AMmt* trngovn, Mentmtr Cbbbett." 

IfiS. I aerei imtgled about at the heels of my 
wife ) setdou, very seldom, ever walked out, as it 
k catted, with her y I never '* wAt a letdkinff " iu 
tb« whck eoane of ay life ; never went to waft 
witiunit kavii^ some o^/'ect m view other than ths 
iKaBc; oB^aa I naver'ceukl walk St aslowpaee^ 
k. would hare been Aanf tporit for her to keepnp 
with ma; so ttiat^ ia th« actuly forty yean of oar 
■Mtied tife, w* hove sot wiUked out h^etfaer^ 
l2 
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perliaps, twenty time?. I hate a tianfr^er, who is 
more like a footman than a husband. -It is very 
cheap to be kind in trJfle»i but that which rivets 
the affections is not to be purchased with money. 
ITie great thing of ail, however, is to prove your 
anxiety at those times of peril to her, and for 
which times you, nevertheless, wish. Upon those 
occasions I was never from home, be the neces- 
»ty for it ever' so great : it was my rule, that 
every thing must give way to that. In the 
year 1809, some English local militiamen were 
fogged, in the Isle of Ely, in England^ under 
a guard of Hanoverians, then stationed in 
England. I, reading an account of this ia 
a London newspaper, called the Codkier, 
expressed my indignation at it in such terms as 
it became an Englishman to do. The Attorney 
General, Gibbs, was set on upon me ; he harassed 
me for nearly a year, then brought me to- tria], 
and I was, by Ellenborough, Grose, Lie Blonc, and 
Bailey, sentenced to two years' impritonmeTtl ia 
Newgate, to pay a fine to the kiag of a thousand 
poumis, and to be held in heavy bail for teven 
years after the expiraUon oF the imprisonment ! 
Every one regarded it as a sentenee of death, 
I lived in the country at the time, seventy miles 
from London; I had a farm on my hands ;] had 
a family of small children, amongst whom I had 
constantly lived; I had a most anxious- and de- 
Voted wife, who was, too, in that state, which 
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rendered the separation more painful ten-fiidd. - 
I was -put into a place amongst feVma, from 
which I had to rescue myself at the price of 
twelve gmneae a laeek for the whole of the two 
Tears. The hmg, poor man ! was, at the close 
of my imprisonment, not tn a condition to receive 
the thmuand pounds ; but his son, the present 
king, punctually received it " tn Am name and be- 
half;" and he keeps it still. 

169. The sentence, though it proved not to be 
me of death, was, in effect, one of ruin, as for as 
then-possessed property went. But this really 
appeared as nothing, compared with the circum- 
stance, that I must now' have a child bam in a 
yelone' Jail, or be absent from the scene at the 
time of the birth. My wife, who had come to 
aee me for thejast time previous to her lying-in, 
perceiving my deep dejection at the approach of 
4ier departure for Botley, resolved not to go ; and 
actually w«nt and took a lodging as near to New- 
gate as she could find one, in order that the 
communication between us might be as speedy as 
posrible ; and in order that I might see the doc- 
tor, and receive assurances from him ;relative to 
her state. The nearest lodging that she could 
find was in Skinner -street, at the comer of a 
street leading toSmi^hfield. So that there shewas, 
anndst the incessantrattle of coaches and butchers' 
carta, and the noise of cattle, dogs, and bawling 
men; instead of being in a quiet and commodi- 
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om toatOiY-baaae, w'nh BiAf^hcwx «l|d stnkaM 
tad every thiBg neceesaiy abeut tiier*- V«|^ -bq 
l^eat is the power of tbe nind in «ieh ^aaeq, 4ie^ 
tlleugh the cireunwtances proved umxMnwoBly 
^riloM, uiii were utteaitd with the loss of tlM 
child, bore her su&ritigs with the gceatoet «Mn' 
poeure, beeause, at any minate «he oouM Msnd A 
nmsage ta, and bear from, me. If «he had goa9 
tp Botiey, leaving m^ in that state of anxiety m 
which it^'saw ne, I am <atie6ed that <ihe nwild 
luve diftd ; and that event taking: pUe« «t siwb 
a diatasce from nu, bow waa 1 to cootetnpbtOt 
imi corpse, fiurrouDded by her distraetsd ehildMlt« 
and to have eec^ied de^h, or iaii4neH,«njia«if f 
If suefa was net the effect of this iMrcil«tt %eb of 
the govbrsHient towanla mC) tbirt atniable body 
iBay be well aesured that 1 have ieiat etui ro~ 
txried the tpUi for tkadeed, aad that as aoc^ it 
will live ia my memory aa long; m tbat meautty 
abali last. 

170. I jnake no apology for this aeccHint <of 
my ovra conduct, because exuo^e is beUer Aan 
precept, and because I believe that my -^cainpto 
w&y have wdght with many thoioaod^ as it 
has had in respect to early risii^, abatioaaoe, 
•obriety, industry, and mert^ tonamla tfa4 
poor. It is aot^ then, dating about after • 
wife ; it is not dia loading her with baidilcs «ii4 
tiinkett ; it is not the jaunting of h«r sboat 
£rora ahow to show, sod Iran vtUat u <all«4 
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)ileitiur« t* ]il«Hiirti. It 10 nose of these thftt 
«tde«re ^ou to. bee : it is the adheKencc to that 
ptrt of the pronase yov have made Uer,: " With 
jnjr iadjf I tbee wonhip;" that is tDsayt retpeet 
and Afvwur b)r peisoasl attention and act^ of a^ 
feotieii' And lenMinbei:, that the greatest poo* 
dble proof that you^ can give of real and solid 
ttSectitHi ii to give her your time, when not want- 
ti in matbeifl of butivess.; u^a not iiraated foi 
Cbe dischar^ of ^wne dttij/f either towards tbe 
pi^lic or tovwda piivate penom. Amoogst dii- 
tiee af tbu «wt^ we mpst, of course, in aa«e 
jtaoks and eircuqutonces of ItHe, include tbe in- 
lercoune waoei^t Inends aad neighbours, which 
iBuy frequentlf and acHonaiUy call tbe huabaad 
Irnm his bona : ^ ^^lat «re we to thii^ f)f the 
Inubaad who in in tbe habit i^ lewuig his «w> 
fiw-side, a£ba Uw }}uiHienB of the day ia ovei;^ 
aad aeeking proioMcuous conii'aiiipns in the aif 
«r the oofifee .bouse ? I «m told that, in Fthro^ 
it is rare to meet with « hHsbaad who does joot 
.^>eed every «ve«iflig <4 his life in wbat is cfdled 
ucej'^; that is to say, a pUoe for no other pup- 
pose than that of gossipping", driokiog and 
gftiaiag. And iltia with great acvrow that- 1 ac- 
knowledge that many English husbands indulge 
too mach in a similar habit* Drialiing dube, 
■WH io i ring clubs, tingiBg dabn, dubs «f odd-fej- 
lovps, «^ust«bibi, aottiqg chiba: these weiocx- 
casaUe, they am oewnidile, they Kt at ooee 
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foolish and wicked, eren in nagie men ; what ' 
must theybv, then, in kaabands; and how we 
they to answer, not only to their wives, but to 
their children, for this proBigate abandonment 
of their homes ; this breach of their solemn tow' 
made to the former, this evil example to die 
latter? 

171> Innumerable are the miseries that 
spring from this cause. The expeme is, in the 
first pUce, very considerable. I much question 
whether, amongst tradesmen, a »hHU»g a night 
pays the average scodv ; and that, too, for that - 
which is really worth nothing at all, and canno^ . 
even by possibility, be attended with any one sin- 
gle advantage, however smaJI. Fifteen pounds a 
year thus thrown away, would amount, in the 
course of a tradesman's life, to a decent fortune 
for a child. Then there is the iBJury to A«atfA 
from diese night adventures ; there are the . 
^Korreh; there is the vicious habit of loose 
and filthy talk; there are the slanders and the ^ 
bacldiitings ; there are the admiration of con- 
temptible wit, and there the scoffings at all that 
is sober and serious. 

1 72. And does the husband who thus abaadona 
his wife and children imagine that she will not, in 
amne degree at least, follow his example 7 If he 
do, he is very mUch deceived. If she imitate him 
even in drinking, he has no great reason to cbm- 
plain ; and then the cost may be two BhU&ngt die 
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idgjit inatead of om, eqa^ in unoant to the coat - 
fif all the bread-wanted in Uw family, while ^e 
baker's bill ia,4perhaps, unpaid. Here are th^ 
alanderinga^ too, going on at home ; for, while t^ 
faiubandi are aasemUed, it wonld be hard if the 
wivee .were not to do the same; and the very 
least that m to be expected is, that the tea-pot , 
•hould keep pace -with the porter-pot or grog- 
glass. Hence crowds of female acquamtances and 
wtmders, and all the consequent and ineritable 
squabbles which form no small part of the tor> 
ment of the life of man. 

. 173. If you have Mrvsnilf, they know to a mo- 
ment the time of your absence ; and they regulate 
their proceedings accordingly. > ** Like mast^ 
like man," is an old and tnie proverb; and it is 
natural, if not just, that it should be thus ; for it 
irould be najust if the careless and n^lectful sot 
«rare served as ftithfiilly as the vigilant, attentive 
4nd sober man. Late boors, cards and dice, are 
yaongst the consequences of the master's absence ; 
andvwhy net, seeing that, he is setting the ex-> 
aoqtle i Fm, eandle, proffigate visitants, ex* 
pences, kMMS, children ruined jn h^its and 
morals, and. In short, a train of evils hardly to be 
enumerated, arise from this most vicious habit of 
the master ^lending his leisure time from home. 
But beyond all the rest is the iU-treaiment of the 
»ye. When 1^ to ourselves we all seek the 
company that we Uke daij the cot^any in 
1.9 
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€my hwbwd. ke Ma ttttm of life m4wC il mty, 
«lha4fe«dflliis.kiHue tine,«r wko, tt lewt, fe 
in the inbiC of doieg it, » MnpMiy «ther idrin 
tt»tt>t hi$ mte mm4. twHijIyjl^ bet vad iham,m 
iMnly by 'deeds «• he cDuM pMsh^ 4« % wendi^ 
«M be/oiei mortf is^U m *IAtr c^mfamytim 
imikein. ChUdfcnMpajrdiismdi dMn^^aifiK 
tbeir btfasr ; but to a infe of MiytenritHit}^ U i> 
mtber « dagger to licr b»art or an iiuntcmmt to 
fcwenge, and reveegis, cod, of a ipraes \AAA B 
young woman ml) Beldom be long si want of the 
ana«« to gratify. Is cobcImumi of -tbeae remBrks 
icepeeting wimmiee k tt ti tm fy , 1 mnU Kcommflod 
•U those wJio are prone to, «r likely to fell iiibi, 
the pnMitice, to remember the words of Mra. Svii- 
IWjinUie&SAUxSTBATAQBH: "My-fcu n b iu ad,'' 
«^ Ae, wUvtaaiBg a footman vbmt ebe had 
tilun ae a parMaour^"fiOaM»' necliilg home at 
" midmgbl, tamUea n liewle loe ae a aalMMM 
** Soaofiae in a net, *av«aete (b eeMumy of Mf 
** be<^ Mebet the feaws of his drink in «r 
'^ fece, tbCB Cwirii iDnaelf roiud, leating me half 
'^aaLcd, and tttteidng l«U aMNfiuqg to duc funa* 
** fid B^htingafe, hit iwae." It is a( feist fei^ 
<hrec years since 1 read the Beut* S3«4TaflWH» 
and I now quote from stemory ; hut the pasa^y 
Jhs always occurred to we wheaenr J June seat 
« cottJah jiuaband ; and thfmgk that ^leciea vt 
ftvmigfi, for the takiiy of irtiifib tbr lady Wbda ' 
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ttm ^ptt|ogy> was canyiug An thk^ too far, jt«t 
J ^ sead)' to eoafm, thftt jf I hwj .to ajt w 
j/aSgmeat on 1i^ fer taking even tUs revengr, 
«a]r sentetwe wouU be v«ry LeoMnt; for w|)»t 
iagfatfav'«u«b a,luuteidto«]if>ect/tfeiufy? |^ 
has biokmi bia vow ; widfbytvhiitrHleof iigbtii«s 
:^ t* be bound to b^rs ? She thovybt th^t she 
^Waa narr^g a.«K»/ aod she Anda tiiat she w 
4Dnwied tp a bewt. He hae, je^eed, ooHtauttffl 
90 -sfiencie thit fKe lnopo/the land can DeaA,; 
but <be hat violatied the vow by iwbich he obt^ wd 
jAMRewiion of hvr person ; and, in the eye of jn»- 
tfoe, '.ijie Mflapaot ^b^vew them is dissolved. 

-174- TJie way to Avoad the aad coQaequeoces of 
whioh J have tewi speakidg n ta A^fw we*,- 
wany a ntiin has beoome a wtti«h busbuid, .«nd 
Juoug^t a famiiy to.itm, without being aot^hly 
ttuSneil, sod without liiwff the gossip of the i^ 
.or«ofiBe bouse, it ia by slow4f!gFeep tbat tbr 
imisfihief ia -^one. He is first inveigled* and, ^i 
4tme, he re^Iy likes the tiAtg ; ai)d, vheu arrive^ 
«d: ttftt'pOMit, he is iamurable, iM him reaolv^ 
ifron'£be v^ ficst, never to apvnd en how framf 
Jttm^t ttV'Uts buiioets, or, at least, some necessary 
wid jaxianti Tpvxpo^ demand tU Where ougb^ 
be W be, bst -with the person ^om he hiauelf 
Atafh .^lospo to be bis partner for life, and the 
mttiieT «f his cbildiep ? What other compaag . 
lOnghtbe to d^e^i so gaod and so iittir^ as this ? 
Wif^.if^Ivoitn (^f» cw he BO pleaaantly spend hiv 
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houni of leisure and relaxation ? • Beeide^ if he 
quit ber to seek company more agreeable, is not 
she set at large by that act of hik ? What justice is 
there in confining her at home without any com- 
pany at all, while he rambles forth in search of 
company more gay than he finds at home } 

175. Let die young married man trythe'thing; 
let him resolve not to beseduced from his home; let 
him never go, in one ung^e instance, unnecessii- 
lily from his own fire-side. HaKt is a powerful 
thing; and if he begin right, the pleasure that he 
will derive from it will induce him to continue right. 
This is not being "tied to the igmm-ftrinfft," 
which means quite another matter, as I shall 
show by-and-by. It is being at the husband's 
place, whether he have children or not. And is 
there any want of matter for conversation be- 
tween a man and his wife ? Why not talk of th« 
daily occurrences' to her, as well as to any body 
dse ^ and especially to acompany of tippOng and 
noisy men? If you excuse yourself by saying 
that you go to read the netpspoper, I answer, A«y 
the newt^H^t^, if you must read it : the cost is 
ttot half of what you spend per day at the pot- 
house ; and then you have it your own, and may 
read it at your leisure, and your wife can read it 
BB well as yourself, if read it you must. And, in 
' short, what must that man be made of, who does 
not prefer sitting by his own fire-ude vrith lus 
wife and children, reading to them, or hearing 
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/ 
Ihcm read, to h«uing the gabble and balderdash 
c^ a club or a pot-house company I 

176.. Men must frequently be from home at all 
hours of the day and night. Siulors, soldiers, 
inercbantS} all men out of the common track of 
labour, and even some in the very Ipwest waUct, 
are sometimes compellefl by their affairs, or by 
circumstances, to be from their homes. BuC 
what I protest against is, the habit of spending 
leiture hours from home, and near to it ; and 
doing this without any necessity, and by choice: 
liking the next door, or any house in the same 
street, better thjin yonr own. When absent from 
necetnijff there is no wound given to the heart of 
the wife ; the concludes that ybu would be with 
her if you could, and that satisfies ; she laments 
the absence, but submits to it without complain- 
ing. Yet, ia these cases, her feelings ought to be 
consulted^ as much as possible ; she ought to be 
Ailly apprised of the probable duration of the, 
absence, and of the time of return; and if tiiese 
lie dependent on circumstances, those circum- 
etanees ought to be fully stated ; For you have no 
right to keep her mind upon the rack, when you 
hare it in your power to put it in a state of ease. 
Few men have been more frequentiy taken from 
home by business, or by a necessity of some sort, 
than I have j and I can positively assert, that, as 
to my return, I never once disappointed my wife 
in the whole course of our married life. If the 
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'fine crt itcCuni win BDadngmt, I oevtffiiWlp 

keep her informed /pmi ifayio dt^ ; H tiis tfiy 
"JNU fined, ' or when at Iteconge fbud, my sriival . 
■mm aa sure as my life> Gwn^ froml^Miiim {p 
iBotiejc, once, with Mr. Pim»£rty, wbaw naae J 
jean newer firottoBBee mthovi an eKpreMMta nf 
my regard for hk nemory, we stopfied at j^tm^ 
te dine iridi a ifajend, who, delighted mith flflr 
nerd's taMc, m every Jtody else wae, hept te tBI 
ten or eleven «'clodk, and was {HVoe^iBg to Htg 
< tfft&er £(itife, when I put in my protest, i6ayii«£^ 
" We must go, my wife wifl be fr^tenefiU** 
*' Blood, man," said Finnerty, " you do not mean 
to go home to-Dight ! " I told him 1 did ; %ai 
dien aent my son, who was wiUi us, to 'Ooder oqt 
die post-chaise. We had twenjy-tiH^ mttes tp 
go, during which we debated the tjuestioa, w2^ 
ther Mrs. Cobbett woiild be uf> tp iec«ive ui^ I 
c«ntending fal the afiirntattKe, and he for the xM' 
gadve. Siie was up, aad "had a oioe fipe for tis t^ 
sit down at. She bad not conieutited the ma)Xer ta 
TL Beiront ; her seryantii and children Viete All iJl 
bed ; and ehe was up, to pearfoim the duty of 
veoetring her husband and his /lieod. " Yow <did 
not expect him i" said fjnneitj;. "To be sui;* 
I did," said she ; " he never disappMOtied me j« 
his Kfc." 
I 177. Now, if all young men Jmew bow mud^ 
value women set upon this species of ^delity, 
therewould be fewer unhappy eoupJee ttuKi.tbenf 
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are. Jf mm hmm tyytplraMi* wMi imrji^ At9 
AcwerdrMDof br«a]uilg«bB«i{B«i Jew mmm 
tlmn that wtret Mr w wwitwe i« ihn vta^mtm 
lor4a. { hul Ken iaaii|r imttnrm «i coi9«(irI 
■liopfpaaM «ziBi»g <wc of tfast cnelosaMa which 
left wivwiBAfltatfaf uBontaintyMto^naMB* 
BHDts of bbeir hmhaodfl ; mai I took can,: fnMi 
the voy outoe^ V> ^atd ^;niiit it. For M 
nan tiaa a right to ^wrt with the feelings <^ anf 
innovent jtersoD whatever, and paitkulaily wiA 
cbwe of one who has comnutted her bappineMt* 
his hands. Tlie truth is, that men in general look 
upon women Sa haviiig no fedinge deferent (mm 
their own ; and they know that they tbeoHelraf 
would regard such {I'aappointnenta as nothkig'. 
But this is a great mistake : ^ramen feet ooon 
acutely than men ; their We is more ardoM, 
more pure, more laatUig, and they are more fruik 
and Htacere ki die utterance of their fedinga. 
They lought to %e treated widi due eoosideratioa 
bad for all their nniaible ^alitiea and- aU tiieb 
weaknesses, and aothing by wbich tiieir Kunds ua 
ifiectcd ought to be deened a trifle. 

1 73. When we fonsider what a young wonaa 
^ves up tm her weddtnf; day ; she latdMv a bot- 
imder, an absolute surrecder, «f her liberty, far 
the joint lives c^ the particfl; she gives tbebusb^ttf 
the abaolute right of eausiug her to Itvo in what 
place, dnd in what manner and what society, be 
pleasn; atie gives hiip the power 4pteke from 
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her^ and to use, for his own purposes, all her goods, 
anless reserved by some legal iostninient ; and, 
above all, she Burrenders to him Aerj)«r«on. 'Rien, 
When we consider the pains which they endure for 
Bt, and the large share of all the anxious parental 
cares that fall to their lot; when we consi* 
der their devotion to' us, and how unshaken.. 
their affection remains in our ulments, even 
though the most tedious 'and disgusting; when 
we consider the offices that they perform, and 
cheerfully perform, for us, when, were we left to 
ene another, we should perish from neglect; 
when we consider their devotion to their children^ 
how evidently they love them belter, in nume- 
rous instances, than their own lives ; when we 
consider these things, how can' a just man think 
anything a trifle that affects their h^piness? I 
was once going, in my gig, up the hill, in the vil- 
lage of Fbankfobd, near Philadelphia^ when a 
little girl, about two years old, who had toddled 
away fron a small house, was lying basking in 
the sun, in the middle of the road. About two 
hundred yards before I got to the child, the 
teams, five big horses in each, of three wagons, 
the drivers of which had stopped to drink at a 
tavern on the brow of the hill, started off, and 
came, nearly abreast, galloping down the road. 
I got my gig off the ro&d as speedily as 1 could } 
but expected to see the poor child crushed to 
pieces. A young man, a journeyman carpenter. 
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who was Bhingling a shed by the stde of the road, 
seeing the child, and seeing the danger, though a 
stranger to the parents, jumped from the top of 
the shed, ran into the road, and snatched up the 
child, from scarcely an inch before the hoof of 
the leading horse. The horse's leg knocked him 
down ; hut he, catching the child by its clothes, 
flung it back, out of the way of the other horses, 
and' saved himself by rolling back with surprising 
agility. The mother of the child, who had, ap- 
parently, been washing, seeing the teams coming,' 
and seeing the situaUon of the child, rushed out, 
and 'catching up the child, just as t)ie carpenter 
had flung it back, and hugging it in her arms, 
uttered a shriek such as I never heard before, 
never heard since, and, I hope, shall never hear 
agun ; and then she' droj^ed down, as if per- 
fectly dead 1 By the application, of the usual 
jneana, she was restored, however, iu a little 
while; and I, being about to depart, asked the 
carpenter if he were a married man, and whether 
he were a relation of the parents of the child. 
He said he was neither : ** Well, then," s^d I, 
** you merit the gratitude of every father and 
** mother io the world, and I will show mine, by 
" giving you what I have," pulling out the raai 
or ten dollars that I had in my pocket. " No ; I 
thank you. Sir," sud he : ^' I have only done 
what it was my duty to do." 

179. Bravery, disinterestedness, and maternal 
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ViBbction aarpauiiig these, it ia impeattUs to 
koafine. llie inotfaer w» going ^t^t in 
•moogst the feet of these powu&l and w^ 
liorsn, and aniongat Uie wlied« of the <irag«ai. 
^e bad bo thought for herself; no tediog 
ti fear for her own life; her sbneic was tbs 
sound of inexpres^ble joy; joy tao ^reat £w 
ber to sapport herself under. Perha4M lunety- 
aine motliers out of evexy hundred w^d bam 
acted the aame part, under similar cireum* 
stances. There are, comparattTdr, verj fieif 
W0fn«i not replete with laaCeraal love ; -md, 1^ 
the-by, take you care, if you meet with a ^li 
who *' is nat/imd of ckUdrtx," aoC to mari^ her 
i^aaiffiutaM, Some few there ane who erren make 
a boast diat they " cansot bear children," that 
ia, cannot endure them. . I aener knew a man 
that was good for nutci wbo had a, diiltke to" 
little children ; and 1 never knew a imaian of 
that tasle who was good for any tlung at nU. 
{ have «een a few such in the caucse of ray Hfi^ 
and I have never yy'ahed to see one of tbem » 
veeond time. 

180. Beir^ £and«f little children argues no 
^emmocif in a sian, but, as&r as my DbaervatioB 
kas gone, the contrary. A tegimciit of aoMien 
preaeiits no bad echo^ wherein to atudy char 
tacter. Sc^diers have leisure^ too, to jA&j irkh. 
children, as well as with " women and dogs," for 
which xhe proveib has made them bmcd. And 
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I ^*< never obMf«e<d that eMemiaticy w!u «t aft 
4^ nuirkcd foiapaaion cf fwuletfs for little 
ebUdren. 'Hih fQii>4oeMniwiUleeti!ir uisos from a 
cvnpaasionate feeUmi; towards creaturei tb4 «H 
bdplew, and tbat mutt be uiogiceDt, For nj 
iHrai part, bow masy diifa, Jmmt nuiy taOQthti,«]l 
put t^gct^, have I ip«at wi^ babin in lay anutl 
Jt/ly tiam, when ax, home, and when halnei nw* 
going on, was chiefly divided hetwefta the pen tn^ 
the b4by. fhve fed them and pnt Chen to akep 
impdradsof tines, tbaugh there wa>e tenraots t» 
wbon the task night haye hem tnanafermiF Va^ 
i have not been effeninaJie ) I have iKrf be4o idl*i 
1 havQ not been awseter of time; bvt I vltQiild 
have been all then if I had disliked b«hi«^ ami 
had liked the porter pot «»d the grog glass, 

181. Itiaaaoldiaying, "PruBetheehiLdfAOi 
joa make love to the mother ;" and U is «iiiprisiq|- 
how ^ this will go. To a food stotber ytw nam 
d» oothing so fdeuing as ta pmise t^ baby, mm^ 
4he younger it ii, the more she values the «oinpUr 
jaepC Say fijse thing* to her, awi take ma noliae 
•f her baby, taxi ^ will 'despise ysu. I haw 
often beheld tUs> ia away wwoen, with great ad*- 
niraUonj anditisattingihKtoohttBbBqdioti^ 
(o orerkxik { for if the wife wish twr cbild to he 
•4aaired by others, what mtMt be tie 3t:4«ur «fr har 
wishes wiU r<!ganl to Jm admiiaitiion^ Tbalv mi 
a drunkev 4og sf « Noifi)ilk B18I) in our RgkMa^ 
whe oaiM fiKMn TbeUEenl, 1 wseoUeet, mW bmA 
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to Say, that his wife would forgive Mm for spend- 
ing all the pay, and the washing money into'the 
1>argain, " if he would but kiss her ugly brat, and 
■ay it was pretty." Now, though this was a very 
profligate fellow, he had phUoaopky in him ; and 
certtun it is, that there is nothing worthy of the 
name of conjngat happiness, unless the husband 
dearly evince that he is fond of his children, and 
that^ too, from their very birth. 

182. But though all the aforemenUoned con- 
siderations demand from us the kindest posaible 
treatment of a wife, the husband' is to expect 
dutiful deportment at her- hands. He is not to 
be her slave 5 he is not to yield to her against the 
dictates of his own reason and judgment | it is 
her duty to obey all his lawful commands ; and, 
if she have sense, she will perceive that it is a 
disgrace to herself to acknowledge, as a husband, 
a tiling over which she has an absolute controul. 
It should always be recollected that you are the 
party whose body must, if any' do, lie injail for 
debt, and for debts of her contracting, too, as 
well as of yoar own contracting. Over her tongue^ 
too, you possess a clear right to exercise, if ne- 
cessary, some controul ; for if she use it in an 
unjustifiable manner, it is against you, and not 
against her, that the law enables, and justly 
enables, the slandered party to proceed; which 
would be monstrously unjust, ifthe law were not 
founded on the r^ht which the husband has to 
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control, if necessary, the tongue erf the mfe, to 
compel her to keep it within the limits prescribed 
by the law. A charming, a most enohanting, life^ 
indeed, would be that of a husband, if he were 
bound to cohabit with and to maintain one for all 
the deb^ and all the slanders of whom he was 
answerable, and over whose conduct he possessed 
no compulsory controul. 

- 183. Of the remedies in the case ai really had 
wives, squanderers, drunkards, adultresses, I shall 
speakfuTtheron; it being the habit of us all to put 
off to the last possible moment the performance 
of disagreeable duties. But, far short of these 
vices, there are several faults in a wife that may, 
if not cured in time, lead to great unhappiness, 
great injury to the interests as well as character 
of her husband and children; and which faults it 
is, therefore, the husband's duty to correct. A 
wife may be chaste, sober in the fiill sense of the 
word, industrious, cleanly, frugal, and may be 
devoted to her husband and her children to a de- 
gree so enchanting as to make them all love her 
beyond the power of words to express. And yet 
she may, partly under the influence of Jier natural 
disposition, and partly encouraged by the great 
and constant homage paid to her virtues, and 
presuming, too, on the pain with which she knows 
ber will would be thwarted ; she may, with all 
her virtues, be thus led to a bold interference tn 
the affairs ^f her hnsband; may attempt to dic- 
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tate to Mm in Malten ^itK ontof bcr swi qiben} 
lad, w (iic potsoit of tfbe gratiScatiEta of bcf 
Ian ei power and command,' sny^ wtn^y dver-* 
lo^ the Bets of tody or inj ustice which she woald 
mdnce her husband to comnvit, and oretlook, too« 
^ contemptible thtn^ that she is making the man 
whoia it ia her duty to honour and obey, and the 
abasement of whom cannot take place withouC 
SoBte pwtion of d^^datioa falling spMi herself. 
At the time when ** THE BOOK" eame ont, 
relative to the late ill-treated QlTBBK CAKOLlNZy 
I was talking upon the suli^tj one d^, with a 
pmrson, who had not read the Boo4c, but nhd, a* 
was the fashion with all those who were looking 
1^ to the goTernment, condemned the Queen 
uiriieard. " Now," said I, " be not m ^ame- 
" fally unjust ; hot get tTie booi, read it, catd 
" fAeogiTeyour judgment."— "Indeed," said his* 
wile, who was sitting by, " but HE SH'A N'T," 
pronounciig the words ihti n't with an empbseiv 
^id a voice tremendously msaenCn*,. ** Oh ! " 
said 1, " if he SHA' NT, that is another mUterf 
" but, if he sfaa' n't read, if he aha' n't heax ths 
"^ cvidenea, he sba' n't be looked upon, by me, as . 
" a jnst judfc ; and I sha' n't r^ard him, ia fa- 
" ture, as having- any t^i^iun of his own in an^ 
*^ Uaag." Ail which the husband, the poor hsn- 
peeked thn^ beard withoot a woni escaping: 
luslipa. 

184. A biafaand tliBa under conunand, is tlM 
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BMwt e«nteaif>tiM« of God's creatures. Nbbody 
(Sn [ditce reliance on him for any thing; whether 
la the c^iaeity of en^loyer or employed, ytm 
are nerer sure of him. No bu^in is firm, no 
engagement sacred, with sneh a man. FeeU* 
as a reed before the boisterous she -commander, 
be is bold in iojuetice towards those ^<Mn it 
pleases her caprice to m^k ont for vengeance. In 
the eyes <^ neigllbours, fer Jrimtis such a man 
cannot have, in the eyes of servants, in the eye* 
of even the beggars al his door, euch a man ii 
ft laeaa and despicable creatvre, though be may 
Totl in wealth and possess great talents into th« 
Imrgwn. Such a man has, in fact, no property; 
be has tnthing tbiet he can rightly call hitoitm; 
he is a beggarly dependent under his own roof j 
and if he have any thing of the man left in him, 
and if there be rope or river near, the sooner be 
Stakes him to the one or the other the better. 
Kow many men, bow many families, have I knowa 
broi^ht to utter rain only by the hnsband saffer- 
ing himself to be subdued, to be cowed down, to 
l»e hdd in fear, of even a. virtuous wife I What^ 
then, must be the tot of him who submits' to a 
commander who, at the same time, sets all vir- 
tue at defiance 1 

185. Women are a sisterhood. They mtke 
common eause in behalf of the sex ; and, indeed^ 
this is natural enoi^h, when we consider the vast 
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pqwer tiiat the law gives ns orer them. The law 
is for us, and they combine, wherever they can, 
to nudgate its effects. This is perfectly natural, 
and, to a ceitain extent, laudable, evincing fel- 
low-feeling and public spirit: but when carried 
to the length of "he aWnt" it is despotism on 
the one side and slavery on the other. Watcb, 
therefore, the incipient steps of encroachment; 
and they come on so slowly, so'sofUy, that yov 
must be sharp-sighted if you perceive them ; but 
the taotnent you do perceive them; your love will 
blind for too long a time; but the moment you 
do perceive them, put at once an effectual stop 
to .their progress. Never mind the pain that it 
may give you : a day of pain at this time will 
spare you years of pain in time to come. Many 
a man has been miserable, and made his wife 
miserable too, for a score or two of years, only 
for want of resolution to bear one day of pain : 
and it is a great deal to bear ; it is a great deal 
to do to thwart the desire of one whonxyou so 
dearly love, and whose virtues daily render her 
more and more dear to you. But (and this is 
one of the most admirable of the mother's traits) 
as she herself will, while the tears stream trom- 
her eyes, force the nauseous medicine down the 
throat of her child, whose every cry is a dagger 
to her heart ; as she herself has the courage to 
do this foe the sake of her child, why should you 
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fliaefa from the perfcKinanee «f a >tiU mwe in-> 
' poitant &hd more lacred duty lowards herself, m 
wdl as towards you iad your ehildmi ? 

186. Aiq I reamnnending t^mmy? Am I 

'ncammeadinf Atregard of tfae wife's opioitHiB 
«ul wishes? Am 1 recominendi]^ a reierve 
totrards her that would seem to say that she was 
not truBt'WOTthy, or not a party interested in her 

ifaieband's affain ? By no means ; on the coa- 
trary, though I would keep any thing disagreeaUe 

■fmia her, 1 should not enjoy the prospect of good 

-without making her a participator. Bat reason 
nys, ami God has said, that it is the duty of 

-wirea to be ehadient to their husbands ; and de 

very natura of things prescribes thri there must 
be kead of every houro, Bit,d an unAnded au- 
thority. And thm it is so dearly Jtut that ~the 
nduMity riumid rest with him on whose head 
reita the whole responsibility, that a woman^ 
wfacm patieRtly reasoned with on the subject, 
nttnt be a iFirago !n her very nature not to sid>niit 
with docility to the terms of her jnarriage vow. 

1 87' There are, in almost every con»derable 
neighbourhood, a little squadion of she-conl- 

■maaders, generally the youngidi wives or old or 
weak-minded men, and g^wrally without child- 
ren. TlMse lire the tutoresses of the young wives 
of &ift vicinage ; they, in virtue of their «peri- 
«Me, not only school the wires, but scold the 
huBbaodaj liiey teaeh the forn^er how to eo- 
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croach and the latter how to yield ; so ibzt if 
you' suffer this to go quietly on, you' are sooii 
under the care of a conati, as completely as if 
you were insane. Yob want no eomit6: rea- 
son, law, religion, the marriage tow; all these 
have made you head, have given you full power 
to rule your family, and if you give up your 
right, you deserve the contempt that assuredly 
awaits you, and also the ruin that is, in alt pro- 
bability, your doom. 

188. Taking it for granted that you will not 
suffer more than a second or third session of the 
female comity, let me say a word or two about 
the conduct of men in deciding between the con- 
flicting opinions of husbands and wives. When 
-ft wife has a poitU to carry, and finds henelf hard 
pushed, or when she thinks it- necessary to call 
to her aid all the force she can possibly muster, 
- 'One of her resources is, the vote on her side of 
all her husband's visiting friends. " My husband 
** thinks so and so, and I diiitk so and so ; now, 
"Mr.Tomkms, don't you ihiak I omriffAt?" To 
be sure he does ; and so does Mr. Jenkins, and 
so does Wilkins, and so does Mr. Dickins, and 
you would swear that they were all her kau. 
Now this is very foolish, to say the least of it. 
None of these complaisant kau would like this in 
their own case. It is the fashion to say aye to 
^1 that a woman asserts, or contends for, espe- 
cially in contradiction to her husband } and 
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a very penucious fashion it is. It is, in fact, not 
to pay her a compliment worthy of accqitance, 
but to, treat her aa an empty and conceited fool ; 
and no sensible woman will, except from meie 
ioadveitence, make the appeal. This fashion, 
however, foolish and contemptible as it is io 
itself, is attended, very freqiiently, with senous 
-consequences.. Backed by the opinions of, her 
huabatid's firiends, the wife returns to the charge 
with redoubled vigour and obstinacy ; and if 
you do not yield, ten to one but a quarrel is 
the result ; or, at leasts something approaeh- 
ing towards it. A gentleman at whose house 
1 was, about .five years ago, was about to take 
a farm for his eldest son, who was a very fine 
young Biwi, aboat eigiiteen years Mr "nia 
mother, who was as virtuous and as sensible a - 
-woman as I have ever known, vrished him to be 
* in the law." There were six or eight intimate 
'Iriends present, and all unhesitatingly joined the 
lady, thinking it a pity that Uarrt, who had 
had "such a good education," should be &ttried 
in a farm house. ** And don't you thint^so too, 
Mr. Cobbett," said the lady, with great eamest- 
aesB. '* Indeed, Ma'am," said I, " I should think 
" it very great presumption in me to ofier any 
** opmion at all, and e^(>e<nally in opposition to 
"ijie known decision of the father, who is the 
" best judge, and the only rightfiil judge, in such 
**acase." Tins was a very sensible and well-be- 
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hftved wMnsn, and I still respect ber very hi^jr; 
bat I could perceive ttuU: I instantly dropped Mt 
of her j^ood graces. H>rry> iiowever, I wvs gtid 
Co hear, went "to be burud in the tann-bomt." 
189. "A house divided against itself," or, 
, rather, in itself, " cannot stand (" and it if divid- 
ed against itself if there be 4 dividtii mttSoriiy, 
The wife ought tn be heard, anipaiiaUljf heard; 
she ought to be reasoned with, and, if possible, 
convinced ; but if, after alt endeavoun in tliis 
way, she remain opposed to the husband's epinioii, 
his will mmt be obeyed j or he, at once, beoomfls 
Bothing : she is, in foct the maiier, and he is 
ODthiag hut an inngnifieant inmate. As to mat- 
' ters of little comparative inomait ; aa to what 
shall he for dinner f as to hov the hoasa shall be 
furnished; as to the managemant of the hmue 
and of menial servants ; as to those matte^a, and 
many others, the wife may have hec way without 
Miy danger ; but when ibi questions ara, what ip 
to be the ealHoff to be purBue4 ; what is to be the 
place of rendmcti ) what is to be the ttyle of 
.livingfsnd teak of expence; what is to be done 
.with property j what the manner and pJace of 
.educating children ; wha£ is to be tbtAv ctUliatg or 
state of life; who are to he employed or entnist- 
.ed by the husband ; wh^ are the principles that 
:be is to adopt as to public matters } whom he is 
its have for eoadjutors or friends ; all. these Bouit 
be left solely to the hushaod ; in all .these be 
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mast have his will; or there never canhe any 
haimony inithe family. 

19P. Nevertheless, in some of these' cohcerns, 
wives should be heard with a great deal of 
attention, espedally in the affairs of choosing 
your male acquaintances and friends andasso- 
uates. Women are more quick-sighted than 
men ;- they are le^ disposed to confide in persons 
upon a firat'acquaintance; they are more sus- 
picious as to motives ; they .are less liable to 
be deceived by professions and protestations; 
tbey watch words with a more scrutinizirig ear, 
and looks ^th a keener eye ; and, making due 
aHowance for their prejudices in particular 
cases, their opinions and' remonstrances, witli re- 
gard tomatters of this sort, ought not to be set 
at nau^t without great deliberation, LorrvFr, 
one of the Brissotins who fled for their lives in 
the .time ijf .Robsspierre; ^is Lduvet, ih hiit 
narrative, entitled *^3fe» Perils," and which I 
readj'for the first time, to divert my mind from 
the perils of the yellow-fever, in Philadelphia, 
but with, which I was eo captivated as to ha^e 
. read it many times since ; this writer, giving dn 
acconnt of his wonderfiil dangers and escapes, 
relates, that being on his way to Paris from the 
vickiity of Bordeaux, and having noT^;uhir ^leuA- 
port, ieWUme, but finally crept on to a miseratde 
pot-housej in a email town in the Limosin.- ' The 
landlord questioned him with r^ard to who add 
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what he was^ and whence he cEune ; and was 
satisfied with his answers. Bnt the landlftdy, 
who had looked sharpljr at him ou hia vrival, 
whiijKred a little boy, wfao ran tway, and qoiddy 
■ retoroed with the mayor of the town, hauvwt 
Boon discoreicd that there wai so danger hi tlie 
xaayor, vtbo cbuld not denpher his forged pam- 
port, and who, being well plied wfdi vine, wanted 
to hear no laore ol the matter. The landlady, 
perMiving diia, slipped out and brought a eouple 
of aldeiraen, who asked to we ^Ae jiocfwr/. "O, 
■yes J but drink jbnt."/ Then there was a laugh- 
ing itory to tell over again, at the rtqsest of the 
h^f-drunketi mayor j then a lau^ng and mote 
drinking; the passport in Louvbt's hand, but 
newr opened, > and, white another total wbs 
drinking, the passport slid back ^iedy into the 
pocket ; the weman looking ftiriome all the n^le. 
At last, the mayor, the ahJemen, and the laed- 
lor^, all liearly drunk, shook hands with Lotrvar, 
and wished him a good journey, swore be wata 
frve tang cuhtte ; but, be say^ that the ** sbarp- 
*' sighted m>man, wbe was to he deerived by 
** nose of his stories or profeadons| saw lam get 
" off with deep ^d manifest dtsappolutinutt and 
*' chagrin." I haje thought of this many Units 
nnce, when I have had occasion to mtnesa the 
quick-Mghtednees and penetration of women. 
He sane quality that makes them, as Aey •»- 
torioosly are, more quick in discovering expe<fi- 
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'^its ia euei irfidiffiaritj, tmkea then more ipt 
to penetrate into motives and character. 

191. I BOW eoMM to a matter of the gieatest 
poBiihle iBJ^rtMioei nniely, that great trouUer ' 
of tde muried et^e, tlurt great baM of &mtli«s, 
jsALousY ; and I sbaU lint speak nijeaktm/ in 
the v^t. This ia abvajs : an nDfOTtiinkte thug^ 
sod voinetinieB fwtsL Yet, if there be a giCBt 
piopenuty towards it, it is very difficult to be pre- 
vented* One thing, howeverr evciy hnband can 
do in the waj ai prcTmtian i vaA that is, to giee 
t» grwati for it. And here, it is not sufficient 
that he atricdjr adhere b> his marriage vow ; he 
o^bt fitfther to abstun from every art, however 
frra froni g^iilt, calculated to awaken the lightest 
degree of susptcitHi ia a mind, the peace of nhich 
be ift bmind by eniy tic of joatice and hamanity 
AOt to disturt^ or, tf be can avoid it, to suffer k 
to be disturbed by olhcn. A woman that is very 
f<wd of her hUsbud, and this is the case wiCk 
gune'tentJw «f Snglisb and American women, 
does iiot like to share mth another any, even tbe 
^maJleat portion^ not only of his af£ectioa, bat 4^ 
bis assiduities uid applaose ; and, as the bestow- 
ing of them on another, and ree»vii^ paymentmv 
Jtind, can aem. bo pui^Kise other than of gratify- 
ing one's t)«u^y, they ought to be abstained {rcan, 
and especially if the gratificRtion be to be pur- 
^sfaased wit^ even the chance of exciting uneasi- 
n2 



,..CAH)g1e 



cobbbtt's aovicb [Letter 

nes9 in her, whom'it is yoor sacred duty to make 
as happy as you can. ... 

192. For about two or three years after I was 
* married, I, retaining some .of lay iqiUti^ msn- 
nersy used, both in France and America, to rtwip 
most femously with the girls-that came in -my 
way ; till one day, at Philadelphia, my wife sud 
.to me, in a very gentle manner, " Don't do that': 
"J do n»t iike it." That was quite enough: I 
Jiad aevn.tkovghi on the subject before: one 
hair of her head was more dear to me than alt 
the other women, in the world, md this I-knew 
that she knew; but I now saw that thi3\was not 
all that she had a right to from me ; I saw, that 
she had the further claim upon me that I should 
abstain from every thing that might induce others 
to believe that there-was apy other woman for 
whom, even if I were at liberty, I iiad any aSec- 
tiou. I beseech yming.mairied men to bear tfiis 
in mind ; for, on some trifle of this sort, the hsf»- 
piness or misecy of a long life nequently turns. 
If the mind of a wife be disturbed on this score, 
every possible means ought to be used to restore 
it to peace ; and . though her eu^icions be per- 
fectly groundless ; though they be wild as the 
dreams of madmen ; though they may present a 
mixture of the furious and the ridiculous, still 
they are to be treated with tlie greatest lenity and 
tenderness ; and if, after all, you fail, the frailty 
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IS to be Ismmted as a misfortune, and hot punish- 
ed as a fault, seeing that it mutt have its founda- 
tion in a feeling towards you, which it would he ■ 
the basest of ingratitude, and the most ferocious 
of cruelty, to repay by harshness of any descrip- 
tion. 

193. As to those husbands who make the 
ta^t suspicions of their wives a juatijication for 
making those suspicions just ; as to snch as can 
make a sport of such suspicions, rather brag of 
them than otherwise, and endeavour to aggravate 
rather than assuage them j as to such I have no-- 
thing to say, they being for without the scope of 
any advice that 1 can offer. But to such as are 
not of this description, I have a remark or two to 
offer with respect to measures of pretention. 
• 194. And, first, I never could see the sense of its 
being a piece of ettqiiette, a sort of mark of good 
breedmfff to make it a rule that man and wife are 
not to sit side by side in a mixed company; that 
if a party walk out, the wife is to give her arm to 
some other than her husband ; that if there be 
any other hand near, hti is not to help to a seat 
or into a carriage. I never could see the tense of 
this ; bat I have always seen the nonsense of it 
plainly enough : it is, in short, amongst many 
other foolish and mischievous things that we do 
in aping the manners of those whose riches (fre- 
quently ilUgotten] and whose power embolden 
them to set, vidth impunity, pernicious examples; 
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and to their examples this nation owes more of 
its degradation in morals tban to any other sosrce, 

< The truth is, that this is a piece of fake refine- 
ment: it, bnng interpreted, means, that so free 
are the parties from a liability to sus[HCian, so in- 
nately virtuous and pure are they, that each man 
can safely trust his wife with another man, and 
each woman her husband with another woman.' 
But this piece of false refinement, like aH others. 
Overshoots its mark; it says too much; for it 
aiays that the parties have lewd thoughia t» tk^ 
taiadt. This is not the/ocf, with regard to peo- 
ple in general ; but it must have been the origin 
of tiiis set of consummately ridiculous and eon- 
temptiblemles. 

195. Now I would advise a young man, <spe-' 
oally if he have a pretty wife, not to commit her 
unnecessarily to the care of any other man ; not to ' 
be separated from her in this studious and cere- 
monious manner ; aiul not to be ashtuned to pre- ' 
fer her company and conversation to that of any 

~ other woman. I never could discover any good- 
hreeding in setting anotiier man, almost e]&- 
pressly, to poke his nose up in the face of my 
wife, and talk nonsense to her; for, n such 
cases, nonsense it graerally is. It is not a thing 
of much consequence, to he sure } but when the 
vnk k young, eapecially, it is not seemly, at any 
rate, and it cannot possibly lead to way goo^ • 

. though it may not lead to any great eviL And*. 
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on the oHwT haad, you may be quite, aure that, 
i»4utever she may Men «> think of the matter, 
she mil not Uke ypw the better for your atteotions . 
of this sort to otb« women, especially if they , 
be younff and buidsopie : and as this species of 
tehionable noDsenge can do you no good, why . 
gmtify your lor« of talk, or the vanity of any < 
wonmn, at even the riftk of exciting uneasiness ia 
that mind of which it is your most sacred du^ 
to preserve, if you can, Uie unintemtpted traa- , 
qutUity. 

19& The tnith is, that the greatest security U 
bU ts»a»t jealousy in a wife is to show, to yroee^ 
by your attt^ by your words also, but loore esp^- 
ciaUy by your actty that you prefer h«r to all the 
werid; and, as I aaidr before, I know of no act 
that Wf a this lespect, equal to spending in h«r 
coivpafly every moment pf your iaat/n. time, 
]Btf«ry body knows, and young wivea better tbaa 
any body else, that people, who can choose, will 
be where th^ Uke best tobe, and that they will be 
along with those u;Aoiecon^a'^/A€y^/ii£e, The , 
matter is very pliun, then, and I do beseech you 
to bear it in mind. Nor do I see the use, or sense, . 
of keeping a great deal of £0»^»iny, as it is called. 
What company can a young man and woman 
want more than their two selves, and their cfail- 
dnm, if they have any? If bene be not company 
-enough, it is, but a sfid affair. Tht pernicious, 
£ar.di ane brought forth by the oKnpany-keepin^ 
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the rival expenses, the sittings tip late at night, 
the seeing of" the ladies home," aisA a thousand 
squabbles and disagreeable consequences. But, 
the great thing of all is, that this hankering after 
company, proves, clearly proves, that you wont 
something beyond the society of your v^fe ; and 
that she is sure to feel most acutely : the bare fact 
contains an imputation gainst her, and it is 
pretty sure to lay the foundation of jealousy, km* 
of something still worse. 

197. If actsofkindnessinyouarenecessafyinall 
cases, they are especially so in cases of her i^invBsa^ 
from whatever cause arising. I will not suppose 
myself to be addressing any husband capaUe of be- 
ing uneoneemed while his wife's life is in tha most 
iHstant danger from illness, though it has be^n my 
very great mortification to know in my life dme, 
two or three brutes of this description ; but, far 
short of this degree of brutality, a great deal of 
fault may be committed. When men ar« ill, they 
feel every neglect with double anguish, and, what 
then must be in such eases the feelings of women, 
whose ordinary feelings are so much more acut« 
than those of men ; what must be their feeKngs-- 
in case of neglect in illness, and especially if the 
n^lect comeyrom the husband ! Your own heart 
will, 1 hope, tell you what those feelings must be, 
and will spare me the vain attempt to describe' 
them ; and, if it do thus instruct you, you will: 
want no arguments from me to induce you, at: 
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such a season, to prove the sincerity of your af- 
fection by eVery bind word and kind set that your 
mind can surest-. This is the tinie to try you ; 
and, be you assured, that the impression left on 
her mind now will be the true and lastny im- 
pcession; and, if it be good, will be a better 
preservative against her being jealons, thaii ten 
thousand of your professions ten thousand dmes 
repeated. In such a ease, you ought to spare no 
expense that you can possibly afTord ; you ought 
to neglect nothing that your nveans will enable 
you to do ; for, what ia the use of money if it be 
not to be expended in this case? But, more than 
all the rest, is your avmperaonal attention. Tins 
is the valuable thing; this is the great balm to 
the suffeKr, and, it is efficacious in proportion as 
it is proved to be sincere. Leave nothing to other 
faan<& that you can do yourself; the mind has a 
great deal to do in ^1 the ailments of the body, 
and^'bear in mind, that, whatever be the event, 
yon have a mor« than ample reward; I cannot 
press ^JB point tdo . strongly upon you ; the bed 
of sickness presents no charms, no allurenientSy 
and women know this well ; they watch, in such, 
a case, your every word and every look ; and now 
itiathatlhe^ confidetice is secured, or their sus- 
picions excited, for life. ' 

198, Inconclusipn'of'theseremaiks, as to jea- 
lousy in a'mfe, I cMinot help expressing my 
abhonence of those husbands who treat it as 
n5 



coMstT^'AfiVKB [Lettei 

- 8 Bian« A>r ridicale. To be sur^, infideHtjr in a 
man h lesa heinous riian infidelity m Ae wife} 
bat BtilF, is the Bonrris^ vow nothing? Is a 
promise aoleninly made before God, and in the 
fiice of the world, nothing? h a riolation of 
a contntcC, and that, too, with a fcebler parCy^ 
nothing of which a man ought to be ashamed } 
But, besides all these, there is the cruelty. Firat^ 
you win, hy great pains, pcrhapc^ a woman's af- 
fcctions; then, in order to get poseesaon of her 
person, you marry her; then, after enjoyment, 
you break your vow, you bring vpon her the 
nixed pity and jeers of &e world, and thus yoa 
leave her to wesrp out her hfe. Murder is more 
horrible than this, to be sure, and the criminal 
lau}y which ^nishes divers other crime9,does not 
teach this; but,in t^eyeof reasou andof moraF 
Justice, it iaawrpaesedby tery few-of thoee crimes. 
Pasaiom may be pleaded, and' M k may, for 
dmost every other crime of which man can be 
:^ilty. It is not a crime tfftiati natwt; nor are 
may of these which men CMnmil in consequence 
•^ thcfr neeeinties. The tet)iptati<ta if great;- 
.iSnd is not the temptation great when men thiieve 
«r rob ? In short, there is no excuse for an act 
EO unjust and so cruel, and the worid is just ac 
to this matter ; for, 1 have always, obswved, that„ 
h<Arem men are dl^btiMl to laUffh at these 
Srcadtes of vows, in men^ ibe act seidom (ails to 
invduce injuiy to the whole character; it leaves^ 
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after ell the joking, a atain> vad, sipongat tJioK 
who depeiui mi thaniMt for • livelibood^ i% oft«n 
ftroduMa rqisa ^t the very teagt, it taakes wi 
«ibsppyiudTr>angliqgfMBi\]r} it makes childriwi 
drnpise oc faate tbeiz lathery and it ^ords ftu 
(Dtample «t the thoaglit of tl^ ultimate copacr 
«|ueiHiee of wbich a lather •ought to shudder. ^ 
ntA, a caae, children will take [tart, fuid they, 
ought to take part^ wtk the inother : ahe ia tbe 
-iiqiired party; theehame brought upon her at- 
tacbei> ia part, to tbem: Uiey feel the iRJiu^cc 
dooe tbetti ; aad, if auch a man, wb«o the grey 
fcwra^and tottering Iu)ee8,and piping voice come, 
look round him in vain/or a prop, let him, at last, 
Jiejnat, and acknowledge that he has now the duf 
Mwaid of his own wanuta cruelty to one whom 
lie had aolca«nly swors to love and tpcheriah to 
tfaelast hour of his or her lifo. 

199. But, bad as is conjugal infidelity io the Attf- 
l«lM',.it if much wofae in the to^e .- a. proposition 
,^t it ia neceasfiry to maimain by the fprce of 
ceaMn, becauMi tit« jutomen, a» a sisterhood, ara 
^nao to deny the truth of iL Tb.ey3ay^at 
a^lttry ia ^timlierf, in men aa well-sa in them; 
uj th»t, th«e£are, the offence is as, great in tb^ 
Mw^ueaain the other.. As a c^me^ alf»tractedly 
MVd^eiredi it (iertaioly is; but, as to the eonte- 
fVeneer, there is a wide difference. In both cases, 
there ia the breach ^a sctlemii.vo^^butj there ia 
thia^freat.distinctioq, that the husbanti^^by his 
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breach of that vow, only luings shame uponhia 
wife and family; whereaa the wife, by a breach 
of her vow, msiy bring the husband a. spuriouB 
(Spring tomaintaiO) and may bringthat apurioos 
<^spring to rob of their fortunes, aitd' in some 
cases of their bread, her legitimate children. So 
that here is a great and evident wrong done to 
iramerous' parties, besides the doeper ' disgrace 
inflicted inlhis case than in the odier. 

200. And why is the disgrace deeper? Be- 
cause here is a total want of delicacy; here is, 
'in (act, protMulion ; here is grossness and iiUhi- 
nesB of mind ; here is every thing that fugues 
baseness of character. Women should be, and 
they are, except in few instances, (ar more re- 
served and more delicate than men j nature bids 
them he such; the habits and manners of the 
world confirm this precept of nature ; and there- 
fore, when they commit this offence, they excite 
loathing, as well as call for reprobation. In the 
countries where & pluraUiy of wives is permitted, 
there is no pluralUy of huBbatidi. It is tJiere 
thought not at all indelicate for a man to have 
several wires ; but the bare thought of a woman 
having two kttsb€md» wonM excite horror. - The 
widows of the Hindoos bum themselves in the 
pile that consumes thdr husbuids; but the 
Hindoo widowers do hot dispose of themselves in 
this way. Tlie mdows devote their bodies to 
complete destruction, lest, even after the death (^ 
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their husbands, they should be tempted to coa- 
nect themselves with other men ; and though this 
is carrying delicacy far indeed, it reads to Chris- 
tiw) wives a lesson not unworthy of their atten- 
tion; for, though it is not desirable that their 
bodies should be turned into handfuls of ashes^ 
even that transmutation were preferable to that 
infidelity which fixes the brand of shaine on the 
chedts of their parents, their children, and on 
those of all who ever called them friend. 

201. For these plua and forcible reasons it is 
that this speeies of offence is far more heinous in 
the wife than in the husband; and the people of 
all civilized countries act upon this settled dis- 
tinction. Men who have been guilty of the of- 
fence are not cut off from society, but women 
who have been guilty of it are ; for, as we all 
know well, no woman, married or single, of /air 
repataiion, will risk that reputation by being ever 
aeeii, if she can avoid it, with a woman who has 
ever, at any time, committed this offence, vrhich 
contuos in itself, and by universal award, a sen- 
tence of social excommunication for life. 

202. If, therefore, it be the duty of Uie hus- 
band to adhere strictly to his marriage vow : If 
his breach of that vow be naturally attended with 
the fatal consequences above described;' how 
much more imperative is the duty on the wife to 
avoid, even the semblance of a deviatiqu from 
that vow I ' If the man's misconduct, in this re- 
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spcet, briog Aaatt on ao nat^ inaoctnt partit^ 
what fibame, what tbhonoar, vlurt mieary follow 
such miscflndnct in the wife 1 Her parents, tliote 
of her hosbuid, all ha relatioiu, and aU her 
fricada, share in her dishooour. And her ckildrant 
1k>w 18 riie to make atonement to thsm. I Thwf 
■ve commanded to bononr theiv fictlwr nod thelt 
nother ; but not such a moth» as this, who, on 
tile contrary, has tto claim' to any thing from 
them but hatred, aUwrtence, and execxation* It 
is ifaewkohBsbrokeD the tiesof iMtUM; she has 
dishonoiiTEd her own offspring ; she has fixed s 
mark af reproach oa tiiose who once made a 
part of her own body ; aatwre wkiit» her one of 
the pale of iu influence, and condemns her to the 
just detestation of those whom it formeriy bade 
love her aa their own life. 

SOS, Bnt u the crime ia somnoh more beinon% 
and the pumshmcnt so much more aerere, in the 
case of the mfe than it is in the case of the hnf 
ban^ so the (autiononght to he greater in making 
the accusation, -or entert^ning the suepidaB. 
Men ought to be very slow in cntertsoning such 
sospicions 1 they ought to hare clear jiro^ be- 
fore they can atapect; a prDneneas to sveh nrn^ 
pkione is a very nnfoctniiate turn of tfae mind | 
and, indeed, few efaaractcia are owte despicable 
tilmn that of a Jeahm-headed hmiSamdf ratfao 
timi he. tied to the whims of onr vif wiiom,. tm 
innocent womam of tfiA souUearn her buead 
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over die wasKing^Ciib^ «rwith a bay-fork, oc a 
leap-hook. With sqcIl b mm thne can be na 
prate ; Biid,, as £iT aa ^ildren are concerned, 
the false accusation is ncarlf ecfoat ta ^be icolitjr* 
Wheu- a iriftt dUcoTers ber jealou^, she merely 
imputes to her hnsboiut incoiut&Hcy and breoeb 
of his matriage tow ; but jealousy ni hitn im- 
putes to her a willingness to palm a spnrions 
of^iin^ tipon him, aod i^n ia l^idmate 
' children, as lobbeis of their tHTthright; aiid, be 
mdes this, groscoesi, lilChiness, and proatitntion. 
She imputes to him injustice and cruelty: tmt he 
imputes tO' her that which faawhea b«r from 
■odetr; that' wtuch euta her off r<»- life from 
every thing cannecled with femde ^na-ity ; thaS 
which brands her with ii^uny to her latest 
breath. 

204. Very riow, the«fore, ougf^ a husband ta 
be hi enterCainii^ even the thought of d^a crime 
m his wife. He ought to be^te ^we before he 
take die smdlest Mep in the way irf aceusation ; 
but if unhappily he have the proof, b» conaidera- 
lion on eanl) ought to Induce him t» cohabit whih 
her one momeht longer. Jealoua bisbauds are not 
deapicabfe because they hare jerwaA-; bat because 
they kave not grmmdtj avd eIhs is gcneialty 
the case. When tiiey^hwe grounds, .their' own 
honour cotmnands tbem to cast off the object, as 
they would eat out a corn or a eaneer. ft is oeC 
the jealoue^ in itsid^ whicb is dcspicidakj bn 
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the cotUimiing to Hue in thtU atate. It is no dis- 
honour to be a aUve in Al|^ers, for instance ; tho, 
dilihonour Ix^ina only where you remun a slave 
volmttariiy; it begina the moment yon can es- 
cape from slavery, and do not. It is despicable 
nnjustly to be jealous.of youf wife; but it isin- 
fenty to cohabit with her if 'you htow her to be 
gnilty, 

205. I shall be told that the hao compels you 
to live with her, unless you be rich enoi^h to 
disengage yourself from her ; but the law does not 
compel you to remain in the same country with 
her s and, if a man have no other means of rid- 
ding himself of such a curse, what are mountains 
or seas or traverse ? And what is the risk (if such 
there be) of exchanging a life of bodily ease for a 
life of labour ? What are these, and numerous 
other ills (if they happen) superadded? . Nay, 
what is death itself, compared with ^e baseness, 
the infamy, the never-rceaaiag shame and re- 
proach of living under the same roof with a pro- 
sdtuted women, and calling her your wtfe ? But, 
there are childrea, and what are to become irf 
these ? To be taken away from the prostitntCj . 
to be sure; and ttus is a duty which you. owe 
to them : the sooner they forget he^ the better, 
and. the farther they are from her, the soqner that 
will be. There is no excuse for c(»itinuing to 
live with an adultress ; no inconvenience, no loss, 
no suffering, ought to deter a man from deliver- 
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ing himself from such a state of 61thy infamy; 
and to suffer his children to remain in such a 
state^ is a crime that haidly admits of adequate 
description; a jail is paradise compared with 
such a life, and he who can endure this latter, 
from the fear of encountering hardship, is a 
wretch too despicable to go by the name of man. 
206. But, now, all this supposes, that the hus- 
band has well and truly acted kispart ! It sup- 
poses, not only that he has been faithful ; but, that 
he has not, in any way, been the cause of tempta- 
tion to thg wife to be unfaitiiful. . If he have been 
edd and neglectful ; if he have led a life of irregu- 
larity : if he have proved to her that hoTne was 
not his ddight } if he have made his house the 
place of resort for loose companions ; if he have 
given rise to a taste for visiting, junketdng, par- 
ties of pleasure and gaiety j if he have introduced 
the habit of indulging in what are called "iniio- 
teni /reedotru ;" if these, or any of these, the 
/ault i» Mt, he must take the consequences, and 
he has no right to infiict punishment on the of- 
fender, the ofience being in fact of hia own creat- 
ing. The laws of God, as well as the laws of 
man, have given him alt power in this respect : 
it is for him to use that power for the honour of 
his wife as well as for that of himself i if he neg- 
lect to use it, all the consequences ought to fall 
on him ; and, as far as my observation has gone, 
in nineteen out of twenty cases of infidelity in 
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. wives, the crimn hare been /alrh/ aseriMte tb 
Me hmbandg. FoHy or miscoiKluct in the hm- 
band, cannot, indeed, judfy or even palliate to- 
fideHty in the wife, whose very nature oaght to' 
mftke her recoil at the thought of the «ffience; 
but it may, at the aame tjme, deprive him of tite 
ra|>ht of infticting pURishment on her : her kin- 
dred, her children, and the world, will justly 
hold her in abhwrence j but tte' hnabaitd mart 
hold bifl peace. 

207. " Jmtoemt fretAma I " I know of nom- 
that a wife can indulge is* The wards, a* ap- 
plied to the deneanonr of a married wosud, or 
even a single one, imjdy a coottadiction. For 
fieedom, thna nsed^ meaas an cxenptioa or de- 
parture from ttw ^rict rviaof fenaihTaemtit 
and, I do noC see howthis can be h ma ce n t . l£ 
may not amount to oinH^ indeed } but, stitl it is 
net maoetrUj and tbe use of the phrase » daiw 
gerora. If it had been my fortune to be yoked 
to a person, who liked " innocent freedoms," I 
should have unyoked mynlf in a ve^ short time. 
But, to say the truth, it is alt a mui's owo fault. 
]f he have not sense and influence cdoi^Jl to pte> 
vent " iauoeent freedoms," even i^bre marriage, 
he will do well to let the thing aloae, and lesva 
wives to be managed by those who have. Bo^ 
men will talk to your vnfe, mnl flatter her. T« 
be sure tfiey will, if she be young and pretty j 
aad would yougo and pnllberBwarfrom dieni,?0 
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no, by no raeuis ; but yos mmt hare fay titdc 
sense, or must have node very little use of it, if' 
her nunncT do not soon conrince them that they 
empby titeir flattery in vain. 

208. Sq much of a man's ha[^inesB and o£ ha.- 
efftdencjf through life depends upon his mind be- 
ing quite free ftom all anxieties of this soft, that 
too mu^ care cannot be tdten to guard against 
tbein ; and, I repeat, that the great preservation 
of all is, the young; couple living as uuieb as poa- 
^ Bible ai Aone, and having as £ew visiton as 
possible. If they do not ptefa the company of 
each other to ^t ol aU tbe world besides ; if 
aAer of tbent be weary ot the company of tbe 
other i a they do not, v/hta separated by b<uine«B ■■ 
or any other cause, tliink with pleasure of the 
time of meeting agiun, it is a bad omen. Pur- 
sne this conisc when young, and the very thought 
of jealonsy will aeTer come into your mind ^ and, 
if you do pnrsue it, and show by ytrar deeds that 
you value your wife as you do your ewa life, you 
must be pretty nearly an. idiot, if she do not' 
tlunk you t» he the wisest man in Idie world. 
The best man she will be sure to ^ink you, and 
sbe will never forgive any one that calls your 
talents or your wis^m in question. 

'iOS. Now, will you say that, if to be happy, 
nay, if to avoid ihiaery and' rmo in the n&rried 
state, requires alt Uwae precautions, all these 
cares, to- faH Co any extent in any of which i* to 
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bring dowii on a man's head such feuful onae- 
queaces; will you say that, if this be the case, 
it is better to remain single ? If you should say 
this, it is my business to show that you are in 
error. For, in the first place, it is against nature 
to suppose that children can cease to be born ; 
they must aod will come ; and then it follows, 
that they must come by promiscuous intercourse, 
or by particular connexion. The former nobody 
will contend for, seeing that it would put us, in 
this respect, on a level with the brnte creation. 
Then, as the connexion is to be parliadar, it 
must be durmff pleaswe, or for the/inn^ Iwes of 
the parties. The former would seldom hold for 
any length of time : the .tie .would seldom be 
durable, and it would be feeble on account of -its 
uncertain duration. Therefore, to be a father, 
with all the lasting and delightful ties attached 
to the name, you must first be a husband; and 
^ere are very few men in the world who do not, 
first or last, desire to be f others. If it be said, 
that marriage ought not to be for life, but that its 
duration ought to be sutyect to the will, the 
muiual mil at least, of the parties ; the answer 
is, that it would seldom be of long duration. 
£very trifling dispute would lead to a separation ; 
a hasty word would be enough. Knowing that the 
engagement is for life, prevents disputes too ; it' 
checks anger in its beginnings. Put a rigging 
horse into a field with a weak fence, and with 
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captivating pasture ob the other side, and he is 
CDiitinu&Ily trying to get out ; but, let the field 
be walled round, he makes the best of his hard 
fare, and divides his time between grazing and 
sleeping. Besides, there could be no J^amUia, 
nd assemblages of persons worthy of that name ; 
all would be confusion and indescribable inter- 
mixture : the names of brother and swier would 
hardly have a' meaning; and, therefore, there 
must be marriage, or there can be nothing wor- 
thy of the name of family or of father. 

210. The cares and troubles of the married 
life are. many ; l>iit^ are those of the single life 
few ? Take the^nwer, and it is nearly the same 
with the tradesman ; but, take the farmer, for in- 
Btance, and let bim, at the age of twenty-five, go 
into business unmarried. See his maid servaiits, 
probably rivals for his smiles, but certainly rivals 
in the charitable distribution of his victuals and 
drink amongst those of their own rank : behold 
tbek- guardianship of. his pork-tub, his bacon 
ncl[, his butter, cheese, milk, poultry, eggs, and 
all the rest of it i look at their care of all his 
household stuff, his blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, 
towels, knives and forks, and particularly of his 
crtiekery ware, of which last they will hardly ex- 
ited' a single cart-load of broken bits in the year. 
And, how nicely th'ey will get up and take care of 
his linen and other wearing apparel, and always 
have it ready for him without his thinking about 
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it! If absent at market, or eapeciaUy sX a dutant 
iair, kow scrupulously they will keep all tbeir 
donies out of his housc^ and what apeci^ cue 
tbey will take of his ceUta; nora puticulaTly that 
which holds the strong beer I And his ^ocerios 
and his spirits and his wiae (for a bachelor can 

_i^ord it), how safe these will all be ! Bacbelom 
have not, indeed, any more than nuo-ried men, a 
security for health ; but if our young farmer be 
Bjck, there are his couple of maids to take care of 
him, to administer his medicine, and to perfonn 
for him all other nameless offices, which in such 
• case are required ; and what is more, take caie 

.of every tlung down stturs at the same time, esp6- 
dally his desk with the money in it t Never will 

, they, good-humoured girls as dwy are, scpld turn 
for coming home too late ; but, on the contrary, ' 
like him the better for it j and if he have drunk a 
little too mudi, so much the better, for then he 
will sleep )ate in the morning, and when he comes 
out at lasl^ be will &nd that hia men have been 
to hard at work, and that all bis animals have 

.been taken such good care of ! 

211, Nonsenael a bare glance at the thing 
shows, that a farmer, above all nun liviog, can 
never cany on his affairs with profit without a 
mfe, ot a mother^ or a daughter, or some swih 
person ; and mother and daughter imply matri- 
mony. To be sure, a wife would cause some 
trovihf perhaps, to this young man. There 
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ma%ht be the midwife sad nur«e to gallop after at 
midnight; there ipightbe^.and there ou^t to b^ 
if called for, a little costpUiniDg of late hoimt j 
Itu^good God t v^M are theie, and all the other 
tnmbla that coold atteod a married Itfe ; what 
are they> compafed to the one single ctrcunutancc 
ti the want of a wife at your bedaide daring one 
■in^e night of iUaesa ! A nurse 1 nh^ is a nurw 
to do for you} WiU aha dothethiogB that a 
trife will do ? Will she watch your looks and 
your baU-Dtteied wishes i 'S^^ll the use the urgent 
penuawma so often necessary to save life in such 
cases i WiU she, by her acts, conviuce you that 
it is not a toil, but adelight^to brealt her rest Cor 
joar sake ? la short, pow it is that you find that 
what the women themselves say is strictly true, 
■amely, that without wives, mm are fioot ielp- 
teit mortait. 

213. As to the ea^etiMe, there is no comperiaoB 
betwe«i that of a woman servant aud a wife, in 
the house of a former or a tradesman. The wages 
of the Jbrmer is not the expense ; it is the mat 
o!%€omr>ieuimter6»t with you, aad this you can 
fibtaia in bo one but a wife. Bat there ore tie 
AJUfifrvn. I, (or my part, firnJy believe that a 
fiumer, married at twenty-five, aad having ten 
children during the iirst ten years, would be 
Rble to save more money during these years, 
than a baobelcv, of the same age, wodd be able 
ttt save, on the same farm, in alike space of tine. 
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he keeping only one maid aervanC. One single 
fit of illness, of two months' duration, miglit 
sweep away more than all the children would cost 
in the whole ten years, to say nothing of the con- 
tinual waste and pillage, and the idleness, going 
on from the first day of the ten years to. the last. 

213. Besides, is the money all? What a life . 
to lead ! ! No one to talk to without going from 
home, or without getting some one to come to 
you ; no friend to sit and talk to : pleasant 
evenings to pass ! Nobody to share with you your 
sorrows or your pleasures : no soul having a com- 
mon interest with you : all around you taking 
care of themselves, and no care of you : no one 
to cheer you in moments of depression i to say 
all in a word, no one to love you, and no prospect 
of ever seeing any such one to the end of yout 
days. For, as to parents and brethren, if you 
have them, they have other and very different des ; 
and, however laudable your fillings as son and 
brother, those feelings are of a different charac- 
ter. Then as to gratifications, from which you 
will hardly abstain altogether, are they generally 
of little expense ? and are they attended with no ' 
trouble, no vexation, no disappointment, no Jea- 
husy even, and are they never followed by shame 
or remorse ? 

214. It does very well in bantering songs, to 
say that the bachelor's life is *' devoid of care** 
My observation tells me the contrary, and reason 
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coDGun, in this regard, with experience. Tht 
bachelor has ho one on whom he can in all cases 
rely. When he quite his home, he carries with 
him cares that are unknown to the married man. 
If, indeed, like the common soldier, he have 
merely a lodging-place, oiid a bundle of clothes, 
given in charge to some one, he may be at his 
ease ; but if he possess aiiy thing of a home, he 
is never sure of its safety ; and this uncertainty 
is a great enemy to cheerfulness. And as to 
effideticy in life, how is the bachelor to equal 
the married man ? In the case of farmers and 
tradesmen, the latter have so clearly the advantage 
over the former, that one need hardly insist upon 
the point ; but it is, and must be, the same in all 
the situations of life. To provide for a wife and 
childrm is the greatest of all possible spurs to 
- exertion. Many a man, naturally prone to idle- 
ness, has become active and industrious when he 
saw children growing up about him ; many a dull 
sluggard has become, if not a bright man, at least 
a bustling man, when roused to exertion by his 
love. Dryden's account of the change wrought 
in' Cymon, is only a strong case of the kind. 
And, indeed, if a man will not exert himself for 
Ute sake of a wife and children, he can have no 
exertion in him ; or he must be deaf to all the 
dictates of nature. - 

215. Perhaps the world never exhibited a more 
Btrikiog proof of the truth of this doctrine than 
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lih&Cwbu>bibtKhibieedin.fiN; tind.I'ani sBTsthU 
every oue tvill say, without any hentation, that a 
^nrth part of the labours I haVc peiforined^ 
pever w*iJd' have, been perforined, if I hai mot 
been « mtaried mon. In the fiut pUoe, th«y 
pould not } for I should, aU t^e early part of my 
life, faavd bocn.mmbling and roving about is 
most bachelora. ait. I should have had nohomt 
that J csred a ttraw idmut, arid should have 
>casted th« far^r«ater part of my time. Tb« 
great affair of home being tettied, having, the 
home secured, I had leisure to employ, ray mind 
on tbings which it d^ighted iu. I got rid at 
once of all cares, all anvieHes, and had only to 
provide for the very moderate wants of that 
home. But the children began to come. They 
sharpened Iny industry: they sparred me otu 
To be sunsj I had other and. strai^ motins ■ I 
wrote for fmite, and waa urged fonrard by iH* 
treatipent, and by the desire to triuraj^dver my 
tnemiea; but, after ^1, a very large part of my 
pearl;/ a hundred voluma may be fairly ascribed 
to tKe wife and children. 

216. I might have dme iomeifimff} but, pep* 
haps not a <A«iuaiHfiApaTt of.whul bavedttner'^ 
not even ft thousandth part: for thechanaeB-anij 
that If being fond of a- military litt, Bhdidd'faavs 
ended my days ten or twenty years ago, iiteouM-' 
^uence of woAnds, or fatlRue, 6r, more UIecI^, in 
(onsequtnce of the persecutiotiB of wn^ b^ghty 
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•nd itisolefit fool* .whom, ofttlire hod formed t4 
blad( my thoei, and whom a system of corrupT 
^on had nudtf nUy caromailder. Zove c«mq mA 
resciied me frAm this stats of horrible Alavery; 
placcd.the whol^ of ntj time a( my owu disposal j 
made me sa fiet u tit ; removed every restraint 
upoti the operations of my mitid, naturally dis* 
pofled to , communioMe itb thoughts to otbersj 
wid gave mi^ for tny leisure hours, a compaoiof], 
whxt, though deptived of alV opportunity of fwr 
tiuiriag what is called leami^t h^d 90 nwich good 
sense, so much useful knowledge, wa» so in^>> 
rtnt, CD jUsf in ill h?r way*, 60 pure in thou jht, 
Word and defcd, so tli^intcrested, so |;en(irou»,.a<} 
devoUd to mb aad h«r children, so free from all 
llisguise, and* withal, so beautifut.AQd so talkstiv^ 
and it) a voice ao eweet, fo cheering, that I must, 
seeing the health and the capacity which it bad 
pleased God to give me, hqve been a mnitna^<)f 
i had done much lefs jttia» that, which I hav« 
jjfliae; aod I have always, said, that, if my 
joountty £wt any grfititude for my labours, that 
~ ^atitode ts due to her full ss.much as to me, , 
. il7.."Care"J WhaJ core have I kn^wn ! I 
I)Rve been buffeted about by this powerful and 
vindictive Govefoment; I hare repeatedly had th^ 
fruit of (By labour snatohtd away fiDm me bj it; 
Jwt I hnd a partner that Bev?r frowoed, tliat was 
nevfr mdafioholy,' thflt.'Ofiver was subflued jj} 
^itf tbtt.n^fr aJMrted a smile, on these oeca* 
o2 
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sions, that fortified me, and sustuned me by her 
courageous example, and that was jUBt as busy 
and as zealous in taking care of the reoinant as 
she had been in taking care of the whole ; just 
as cheerful, and just as full of caresses, when 
brought down to a mean hired lodging, as when 
the mistress of a fine country house, with all its 
accompaniments ; and, whether from her words 
or her looks, no one could gather that she regret- 
ted the change.. What "carea" have I had, 
then } What have 1 had worthy of the name ot 

218. And, how is it ROW? How is it.when the 
rixiff-fovrth year has come ? And how should 
I have been without this wife and these children i 
I might have amassed a tolerable heap c^ moneif ; 
but what would that have done for me ? It 
might have bot^ht me plenty of profeasiotu of 
attachment; plenty of persons impatient for my 
exit from the world ; but not one single grain of 
sorrow, for any anguish that might have attended 
my approaching end. To me, no being in this 
world appears so wretched as an Old Bachelor. 
Those circumstances, those changes In his per- 
son and in his mind, which, in the husband, in- 
crease rather than diminish the attentions to him, 
produce all the want of feeling attendant on dis- 
gust ; and he beholds, in the conduct of the mer- 
cenary crew that generally surround him, Ittde 
besides an eager desire to profit from that event. 
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tbe approach of whicb, nature makes a subject of 
sorrow with him. 

219. Before I quit this part of niy work, I 
canoot refrain from offering my opinion with re- 
gard to what is due from husband to wife* 
when the disposal of Ma property comes to be 
thought of. When marriage is an affair settled 
by deeds, contracts, and lawyers, the husband, 
being bound beforehand, has really no tnfi to 
make. Bat where he has a will to make, and a 
faithful wife to leave behind him, it is his first 
duty to provide for her future well-being, to the 
utmost of his power. If she brought him no 
money, she brought him her person; and by de- 
livering that up to him, she established a claim to 
lus carefid protection of her to the end of her 
life. Some men think, or act as if they thought, 
that, if a wife bring no money, and if the hus- 
band gain money by his business or profession, 
that money is his, and not hers, because she has 
not been doing any of those things for which 
the money has been received. But is this way 
of thinking jmt? By the marriage vow, the 
husband endows tbe wife with aU hia icorldiy 
ffoodsj and not a bit too much is this, when she 
is giving him the command and possession of her 
person. But does she not help to acqtare the 
money ? Speaking, for instance, of the farmeror 
the merchant, the wife does not, indeed, go to 
plough, or to look after the ploughing and sow- 
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ingri' 'itis (loea tiot purchase or wit th« stock j shft 
does not go to the fair or the tpurket) but »]\p 
ana&lerhim' to do all (h^Q'wklnout iojtiry, to his 
i^luffi at hoine ; she ia the gusrdian of ht« pton 
pHty; she preserve* what would otherwise ba 
}oit u> htm. The bam and the granary, though 
iSkey creaie nothing, have^ in the bringing of food 
to our mbutHi, aa much merit as the fields tham- 
selvBs. Tho wife does not, indeed, astiist in the 
nenehanc's cotin dug- house ; she dpes not fpy 
upon the exchuige ; she does not even kntivf 
what he is doing ; but she keCpd hia house in 
order; ^he rears up his children .; sh4 pinridea a 
scene of suitable leaort for his friends ; the insures 
him a'constaiit retreat from the fatigues of hid 
a^ira ; .' ihe makes hia home pleoaant, and «h& is 
the guaifdtari of his income. 
' 220. In both'these cases, the.wifeA«^:f(^attt 
the money J and in cases where there is no ^ain,' 
where the income is by descent, or is fixed, she 
helps to prevent it from being sijuandered ^ivayi 
It is, therefM-e, as much iera aa it is the hus4 
band's; and though t/ie Itao gives him, in inaAy 
cases, the power of keeping her share from hert 
no just man ivill ever avail himself of th»t 
power. With regard to the ij/ing up of ;Wkdbw« 
from marrying t^ain', J wlU relate whali toolt 
phtee in a case of this kind, in America, A 
merchant, who had, during his married state; 
liaea from poverty to rei^ greftt riches, aud wltQ 
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Iwd, nevterthelcsa, died at about forty ^oub of 
Mfgt, left the whol» of hia property to his wife fop 
^er life, uid at hef disposal at her death, jww- 
vi^d that «&e did not ^tdtry. The conBequence- 
wae, that she took a husband wiibovt marrymgf 
aadf at hir dsath (she having no childien), ^ave 
the whole of the - property (a the acDond hue- 
band ! So tt<acWioT pstHnanuui Jeabnay ! 
. 221, Where there', at* iMWm, indeed, it is 
th«i duty of the husband to provide, in certain 
Oases, against i/ep-:/^/^^*, wh« are- very prone- 
nM to.bethe nloat just aild affeu'tionate parents;' 
It. Uwt unbappy cirouinataDBe, when a dying 
^tWr ia compelled to: have fears of this sort; 
TberO b oeldoin on tpt^effy%a be offere;d for V 
mother thaO will huard the hap^beai of her' 
ohildien by a ^coitd marrlaga. The ^cAt; allows 
it, to b» sure;, but there is, asPriorsays, "some-' 
thing beyond tbc.ktftcr of: the. law." I knoW 
what ticklish ground Ian treading on here; but,' 
though it is (Ul lawfvi for a woman to take a: 
s(«(ind husband ai for s inan to take a secwid 
wiff, the eases are difTerent, and widely different, 
in:the eye ef morality and of r^soh; for, as 
^ultery in the wifo is »,^x^at»^- afSaace thaa' 
aduk«ry in the- husband} as ic ia more gross, as: 
it inc)iide«j»v«f^Mwn/ so a second marriage in. 
thc.wwnan ia more gross than in the man, argues. 
gr«at'.d«fiaienoy in that dtUaaq/, \hax innate mo- 
fknty^ wtncb> after allf iaifae^eo^ oharm, tits- 



citBBXn's ADvicR [Letter 

eharm of charms, in the female sex. I do not 
Hke to hear a man talk of his first wife, espe- 
cially in the presence of a second ; but to hear 
n woman thus talk of her first husband, has 
~ never, however beautiful and good she might be, 
failed to sink her in my estimatiou. I have, in 
such cases, never been able to keep onC of my 
mind that concatenation of ideas, which, in spite 
of custom, in spite of the frequency of the oc- 
currence, leave an impression deeply disadvan- 
tageous to the party ; for, after the greatest of 
ingenuity has exhausted itself in the way of apo- 
logy, it comes to this at last, that the person has 
a second time undergone that surrender, to which 
nothing but the most ardent affection, could ever 
reconcile a chaste and delicate woman. 

222. The usual apologies, that " a lone-woman 
" wants a protector ; that she cannot moTkage 
** her estate ; diat she cannot carry on Iter busi- 
"nesa; that ehevtmXa^ home for her children" } 
all these apologies are not worth a straw ; for 
what is the amount of them ? Why, iJiat she 
aurrend^s her person to secure these ends ! And 
if we admit the validity of such apologies, are 
we far from apologising for the kept-mistress, 
and even the prostitute? Nay, the former of 
these maiy (if she confine herself to one man) 
plead more boldly in her defence ; and even the 
latter may plead that hunger, which knows no 
law, and no decorum, and no delicacy, Ttwse • 
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■ unhappy, but justly-reprobated and depisett par- 
ties, are allowed no apology at all : though re- 
duced to the begging of their bread, the world 
grants them no excuse. The sentence on them 
is : "You shall suffer every hardship; you shall 
"submit to hunger and nakedness; you shall 
"perish by the way -side, rather than you shall 
" mtrrender your perttm to the ^honour of 
** the female tex." Bat can we, without crying 
injustice, pass this sentence upon them, and, at 
the same time hold it to be proper, decorous, and 
delicate, that widows shall mrrender their per- 
»(ms for worldly gam, for the sake of e<ue, or for 
any consideration whatsoever ? 

223. It is disagreeable to contemplate the 
possibility of cases of separation ; but amongst 
the evils of life, such have occurred, and will 
occur ; and the injured parties, while they are 
sure to meet with the pity of all just persons, 
must console themselves that they have not 
merited their fate, fn the making one's choice, 
no human foresight or prudence can, in all cases, 
guard against an unhappy result. There is one 
species of husbands to be occasionally met ivith 
in all countries, meriting particular reprobation, 
and causing us to lament, that there is no law to 
punish offenders so enormous. There was a man 
in Pennsylvania, apparently a very amiable young 
man, having a good estate of his own, and mar- 
rying a most beantiful'woman of his own age, of 
o5 
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ngb jfardDt^ iM of Tutue perfectly «poUes*. He 
ve^y M>on topk to both gamivg and -t^rut^in; (the 
)ast being the. most faehionable vioe -of the codo>> 
try). ) he neglected his affairs and his fainily j in 
ftbout four-yeavs spent his estate, and becane s 
dependent on. his wife's fathsr, together with hi» 
frife and three children. Even this wtn^ldh^ve been 
«f little consequence} as far as related toexpense i 
but he led tbe most scandalous life, and was in* 
tjessant in his demands of money for the purposes 
0f that infamous life. AH soita of means wero 
lesortedto to reclaim him,and all in vdn ; and the 
wretch, availing himself of the pleading of hia. 
wife's affection, and of his power over ^A«cA(^.- 
dren more especially, continued for ten sr twelve 
years to plnnder the parents, and to disgrace 
tbo^e whom it was his bounden duty to assist in 
making happy. At last, going out in the dark, 
iji a boat, and being partly drank, he went to the 
bottom of the Delaware, aud became food for 
qtiera or fishes, to the great joy of all who knew 
him, excepting only his amiable wife. I ca^ 
form &ri idea of .no baseness equal to Uiis. Tber* 
ip more of bag«nEg» in this chuacter than in that 
' of the robber. The man who obtains ttiemeans 
of indulging in vice, by robbery, expose* himtelf 
^ the inflictionB pf the law ; but though he- 
merits punishment, he mer-its it less thwi the 
baae ipiecreaut who obtaias his means by hU 
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the wife's parents. The short way in such a case, 
is the best ; set the wretch at defiance ; resorf 
to the strong arm of the law wherever it will 
avail you ; drive hyn fronp yotirhbuse like a mad 
(log ; for, be assured, that a being so base and 
cruel is never to b« rsolatinttdt. all your efforts at 
persuasion are useless; his promises and vowa 
are made but to be broken ; all your endeavours 
to kqep the' thing from the knowledge of th^ 
WW Id, only prolong bis plundering of you ; wid 
inatiy A tender father and mother have beet! 
rtnned by SBcb endeavours } the wliole story maat 
tKune out at la^t, and it. is better to come out 
before you be ruined, than afteryour ruin is cotn< 

'■ 234. However,let me ht^e, that dioie who read 
this w«rk will always be secure against evils like. 
thMe} let fne hope, that the young men who read 
it will idntain from those vices which lead to mioh' 
faUl rvsnlte ; th^ they will, before they utter tha 
nuirfiage vow, dttly reflect on the great dutie* 
that that tow imposes on tham; that they wilt 
repel, fr^m the outset, every tranptation to any 
Mng tending to give pain to the defenoe1<iss per* 
•Mu wfaoae-iove fur them have plaeed them a1 
their meniy; and that they will imprint on their 
own mtads tiM truth, that $. bad hltdawi wfi 
never yet a happy man. 
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TO A FATHER. 



225. "Little children," eaya the ' Scripture, 
" are like arrows in the hands of (he giant, and 
" blessed ia the man that hath his quiver full of 
" them" ; a beautiful figure to describe, in 
forcible terms, the support, the power, which a 
father derives from being surrounded hy a fa- 
mily. And what father, thus blessed, is there 
who does not feel, in this sort of support, a 
reliance which he feels in no. other ? . In regard 
to this sort of support there is no uncertainty, 
no doubts, no misgivings; it is yourself tliat 
you see in your children : their bosoms are the 
safe repository of even the whispers of your 
mind : they are the great and unspeakable de- 
light of your youtli, the pride of your prime of 
life, and the props of your old age. They proceed 
from that love, the pleasures of which no tongue. 
or pen can adequately describe, and the various 
blessings which they bring are. equally incapable, 
of description, 

226. But, to make them blessings, you must 
act your part well; for Uiey may> by your 
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Heglect, your ill-trefrtment, your evil eximpl«, 
be ina<)e to be the eonirary of bletringa ; in- 
stead of pleasure, they may bring you piua; 
instead of making your heart glad, the sight of 
them may make it sorrowful; instead of being 
the st^ of your old age, they may bring your 
gray hairs in grief to tht grave. 

227. It is, therefore, of the greatest import- 
ance, that you here act well your part, omitting 
nothing, even from tlie very beginning, tending* 
to give yea great and unceasing influence over 
their minds ; and, above all things, to ensure, if 
possible, an-ardeni love of their mother. Your 
first duty towards them is resolutely to prevent 
theirdrawing the means of lifeymn any breast 
but ka-B. TbM is their own ; it is their birth- 
righi ; and if that fail from any natural cause, 
the place of it ought to be supplied by those 
means which are frequently resorted to without 
employing a Mreling breast. I am aware of the 
too frequent practice of the contrary ; I am well 
aware of the offence which I shall here give to 
many ; but it is for me to do my duty, and to 
set, with regard to myself, consequences at 
defiance. 

238. Inthe first place, no food is so congenial 
to the child as the milk of its own mother; its 
quality is made by nature to suit the age of the 
child ; it comes with the child, and is calculated 
precisely for its stomach. And, then, what sort 
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of' a Botha- raiut thu be who can ci)dtii» the 
thought of seeing her child -at another hrMst 1 
The auoklin; may be atteoded with great fmiti, 
and it IB 80 attendod in many cases ; but this 
psiii is a neceuary consequence of plea|iires' 
fbragooe; and, bnides, it has iu eccompenyini; 
pleasures too. No mother ever lu&red mora 
than niy wife did from suckhng .her chiUren. 
tlow^any tinieB-havel seen her, when the oMtd- 
vna begiimihg to draw, bite her lips while the 
tears nm down her cheeks ! Yet, hsring- endured 
this, the smiles canie and dried up the tears)' 
and the little thing that had caused the pain 
received abundant kisses as it« puRlshment. 

229. Why, now, did I not love her tke more 
for this i j)\d not this tend to rivet her to my 
heart! She was enduring this ,^»- me; and 
would not this endearing thomght hare been 
wanting, if I lutd seen ^e htAy at a breast that 
I had -hired and pmd /or; if I had had iv» 
toemen, one to bear the child and another to gire 
it milk? Of ail the sights that this world 
affords, the most delightful in my eyM, even tO' 
aa unconcerned spectator, is, a mother with her 
clean and fat baby lugging at her breast, IcaV^ 
ifig off Bow-and-lheb and smiling, and she, occa- 
uooally, half smothering it with kisses. What 
must that sight be, then> to the father of the 
diiM! 
. 230. Besides, are we to ovukldi tbegt^and: 
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wondsrful effeDt thM tUi tfei bitthti'tninda of 
childFeo } As thcf succeed e&ch other, t hey 
see with thsir own sycs, the p»ia, tht cBre, the 
caFeaata, whiah their inother hM. eilduied for, 
or ijestowcd, on th»m ; and nature bitia Jheitr 
love her Booardingty. To love lier afdently be* 
oomes pait of their very nature t and when the 
time aomes that her advice to them is neoessery 
as a guide for their eonduct, this de<{> and euly 
inipcession has all ita naturd weight, which must 
be wholly wanttug if the child be banished to a 
hireling breast, and only brought at 4itnes into 
the presence of the mother, Who is, in fact, nt> 
mother, or, at least, but half a one. The chil- 
dren who are thus bamshed, love (as is natural 
and just) the £t>iter>nit>tiiei better than the ttoal 
niotiier as long as they are at the breast. Whca 
this ceases, they ue tauglU to love their ownr 
mothef must ; but this taacAiuff is of a cold and 
formal kind. They may, and graereJIy do, in a 
short time, oore'little about the foater-mother; 
ihe iettoUi^ weana all (heir affection from her, 
but ft doea not iranafer it to the other. 

231. I had the pleasure to know, in Hampihirs, 
a lady who had brought up a family of ten ohildmt 
b^ hand, aa they call it. Owing bo.aome defect, 
she could not eucUe bcr children; bat she 
wisely and Iwoieally resolved, that her children 
should bang upon no other knatt, and that she 
wottid 90% partiitipMe \u the orinu of robbing 
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anottier child of its birthright, and, as is mostly 
the case, of t^* l^e. Who has not seen these 
banished children, when brought and put into 
the arms of their mothers, screaming to get from 
them, and stretch out their little hands to get 
bacTc into the arms of the nurse, and when safely 
got there, hugging the hireling as if her bosom 
were a place of refuge ? Why, such a sight is, 
one would think, enough to strike a mother dead. 
And what sort of a husband and father, I want 
to know, must that be, who can endure the 
thought of his child loving another woman more 
than its own mother and his wife ? 

232. And besides all these considerations, is 
there no crime in robbing the child of the nurse, 
and in exposing it to perish ? It will not do to 
say that the child of the nurse may be dead, and 
thereby leave her breast for the use of some 
other. Such cases must happen too seldom to 
be at all relied on ; and, indeed, every one must 
see, that, generally speaking, there must be a 
child cast off for every one that is put to a hire- 
ling breast. Now, without supposing it possible, 
that the hireling will, in any case, contrive to get 
rid of her own child, every man who employs 
such hireling, must know, that he is exposing 
Budh child to destruction ; that he is assisting to 
rob it'of the means of life ; and, of course, assist- 
ing to procure its death, as completely ab a man 
can, id any case, assist in causing denth 1^ star- 
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vation ; a ctmatdenition which will make every 
just man in the worid recoil at the thought of 
employing a hireling breast For he' is not to 
think of pacifying his conscience by saying, that 
he knows nothing about the hireling's child. He 
does know; for he must know, that she htu a 
child, and that he is a principal in robbing it trf 
the means of life. He does not cast it off and 
leave it to perish himself, but he causes the thing 
to be done ; and to all intents and purposes, ho 
is a principal in the cruel and cowardly crime. 

283. And ,if an argument could possibly be 
yet wanting to the husband; if his feelings were 
so stjff as stil) to remain unmoved, must not the 
wife Ije aware that whatever /ace the world may 
put upon it, however custom may seem to bear 
her out ; must she not be aware that every one 
must see the mun motive which induces her to 
banish from her arms that which has formed part 
of her own body ? All the pretences about her 
ton breasts and her want of strength are vain : 
nature says that she is to endure Uie pains as 
well as the pleasures : whoever baa heard the 
bleating of the ewe for her lamb, and has seen 
her reconeiledf or at least pacified, by having 
presented to her the skin or some of the blood of 
ber dead hunb : whoever has witnested th« diffi- 
culty of inducing either ewe or oow to give her 
milk to an alien young one : whoever has steu 
the Tabor o{ the timid hen in defea^gber 
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brood, sihI has obsenred tiMt ahs nerar Bwallowv 
a nione) that is fit for her young, until ttwy bft 
amply. sBtis&ed : whoever has seen tb« wild 
birds, though, at other times, ehuiuiiDg erea the 
dietant approaoh of man, flying and Bereamlng 
Tonnd hia head, and expoung themselrca to al" 
most certain death in defence of their nests : 
whoever has s«en' these things, or any one of them' 
must question the motive that can induce a mo- 
ther to banfsh a child from her own breast to 
that of one who has already bean so unnatural 
as to banish hera. And, in seeking for a motive 
n^kitnibf fowtrful to lead to such Rn at^^ 
women mrate^tcuse men, if they be not satisfied 
with Uie ordinary pretences ; they must excuse 
met at any rate, if I do not stop even at love of 
ease and wont of maternal aiffectioi^ and if I sx» 
press my fear, that, superadded to the unjnsU^' 
fiab|e inotivea, ^dre is one whidi » calculated to 
ncite disgust; namelyj a desire to be quickly 
freed from that restraint which tlie child inqioses, 
and to Aastm back, unbridled and undisfigured, to 
thoee enjoyments, to have an eagerness for which, 
or to wish to excite a desire for which, s really 
ddtcate woman will shudder at the thought ot 
being suspected. 

234. I am well aware of the hostility that I 
have here been exciting ; biit there is another, 
and still more furious, bull to take by the horns, 
and which would hare been encoutatered ioai«> 
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pages babk'Ctliat being the proper p]lne), hWi 1 
not hcaitnted betweea my duty end my dnife to 
avoid giving oifeacit j I meen the employing of 
fMiie-oper^t^», on those occasions wbera femslM 
liaed to be employed. And here I bftVe eveejf 
tiinff Rgainet me ; the now general cuttoni} eim 
amongst the most chaste and' delicate women | 
the hdicule ContJnuaily east ou old midwires; 
the iatereit of a profession, for the menJ^ers (tf 
which I fentertain more respect and regard thaa 
for tUose of any other } and, above all the refit, 
my otaa examplt to the wntrtay, «nd my kn«wv 
ledge tbat every husband: hai th« vaine ^olegy 
thu I had. But because 1 acted wroRg iDywlf, 
4t isnot leflB, but rather more, my duty to endaor 
iwur to dissuade othera from daitig the samfk 
My wife had suffered vary severely with her 
-second child, wi^ch, at last, waa etili'bomt. 
The next time I pleaded for thg Softer j audt 
after every argument that I eould think of, obr 
iained a reluatant consent. Her ^fit wbs ao dear 
jto me, that every thing else appeared as nothing; 
I^ery husband has the same apology to make | 
and thus, from the good, and not from the bad, 
feelings df men, the practice has become far too 
general, for me to hope even to nanow it ; but; 
neverthelMs, I carnioC refrain from giving my 
i^inion on the subject. 

- 235. We are apt to talk In a very unoeremor 
nioiu style of our ruth anceitors, of their gmu 
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habits, their want of deHcaq/ in their language. 
No man shall ever make me believe, that those, 
who reared the cathedral of Ely (which I saw 
the other day), were rude, either in their man- 
ners or in their minds and words. No man shall 
make me believe, that our ancestors were a rude 
and befTgarly racej when 1 read in an act c^ par- 
liament, passed in the reign of Edward the 
Fourth, regulating the dresses of the different 
ranksof the people, andforbidding the LABOUR- 
ERS to wearcoats of cloth that cost more than 
two tkillmffa a yard (equal to forty ahilHnga of 
our present money), and forbidding their wives 
and daughters to wear sashes, or girdles, irmmieti 
vntA gold or silver. No man shall make me be- 
lieve that this was a rude and beggarly race, 
compared with those who now shirk and shiver 
about in canvass frocks and rotten cottons. Nor 
shall any man persuade me that that was a rvde 
and beggarly state of things, in which (reign of 
Edward the Third) an act was passed regulating 
the wages of labour, and ordering that a woman, 
for weeding in the com, ohould receive a penny a 
day, while a quart of red wine was sold for a 
penny, and a pair of men's shoes for two-pence. 
No man shall make me believe that ^ricuUure 
was in a rude state, when an act like this was 
passed, or that our ancestors of that day were 
rude in their minds, or' in their thoughts. In- 
ideed, there ate a thousand prooft, that, whether 
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ill: regard to domestic or foreign affitirs, whether 
in regard to internal freedom and happiness, or to 
weight in the world, England was at her zenith 
a])out the reign of Edward the Third. The ife- 
/ormationf as it is called, gave her a complete pull 
down. She revived again in the reigns of the 
Stuarts, as far as related to internal affairs; Init the 
" Glorious Hevolniion" and its debt and its taxes, 
have, amidst the false glare of new palaces, road?, 
and eanala, brought her down uutil tihe is becDine 
the lund of doDiesttc misery and of foreign impa> 
tence and contempt ; and, until. she, amidst all her 
boasted improvements and refinements, trem- 
blingly awaits her fall. 

236. However, to return from this digression^ 
rude and unrefined as our mothers might' be, 
plain . and unvarnished as they might be in their 
language, accustomed as they might be to call 
things by their names, though they were not so 
very delicate as to use the word small-clothes } 
and to be quite unable, in speaking of horn- . 
cattle, horses, sheep, the canine race, and poultry, 
to designate them by their sexual appellationsj 
though they might not absolutely faint at hear^ 
ing these appellations used by others ; fude and 
unrefined and indelicaie as they might be, they 
did not suffer, in the caees alluded to, the ap- 
proaches of men, which approaches are uncere- 
moniously suffered,: and even sought, hy th»r 
polished and refined and delicate daughters; Aod 
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of immerried men' too, hi many clusi j and of 

reiy young men. 

237. From all antiquity thia office was allotted 
to toMMn. . M»ebb'i life waa saved by the hu- 
msnity of the E^ptian midivifei and to the 
employmnU of females in this memorable case, 
the worM ia probably indebted for that which has 
been left it by that peaCest of all law-given,' 
wbote inatitnt^s, rude as they wen, bare been 
tlie foundation of ^1 the wiieat and most just 
laiWB in all the oountrics ef Europe Aid Ametioa.- 
It waa the /sllow fseHnp of the midwifie for tha 
poormothec that saved Mosbb. And nont but a 
mother can, in such casea, feel to the full and 
effectual extent that which the operator ought to 
fed. Sh« basbeen in the same state berae]ff 
A» knows more about the matter, except in 
t&ses of very rare occuirenQC, than any flMm, 
however great his learning and experience, can 
ever know. She knorts all the previous symp- 
tpma; ahe can judge more oorrecUy than man 
pan judge in «uch a cose j she can put.quesiiona 
to the purty, whichamancantiot put} the com- 
municatioa between the two ie wholly witliout 
^«Berre j the jterwn of the one is given up to the 
«tbcr, OS completely as her own is und^r her com- 
jnand. ,This nevbr can be the case with a man'. 
4^euy|i«r;: for* aft» all th^t oen be shid ordoncy 
■tfie native feeling of wotnen. In whatever rafik ^ 
liit, yiiWt ia thiase com^i rcBtraia tbetn iivoi sby* 
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ing atid doing, before s nan, ereii hefoie a 
haband, many . things . which tliey oiight to 
tay and do. So that, perhaps, even with regard 
to the bare queition of comparative safety to lif^ 
tJie midwife is the preferable person. 
. 298. But safety to life is not ALL. Tlie pre- 
servation of life is not to be preferred to £VERY 
VHING. Ought not a man to prefer death- to 
the oommlMion of treason against his country? 
Oiight not a man to die, rather than save his lifta 
by the prostitution of his wife to a tyrant, who 
insists upon the one or the other i- Every man 
and every woman will answer in the affirihativc 
to both these questions. There are, then, casei 
ivheti people ot^t to submit to certabi deatht 
Surely, thcny the mere chmtee, the tnere poenH- 
Htif of 1^ ought not to outweigh the mighty 
bonNderations on the other side ; ought not to 
overcome that inborn modesty, that sacred re- 
serve as to th^ir persons, which, as I said before, 
Is the charm of eharms of the female sex, and 
which our moth«rs, nute as they are called by \M) 
took, we may be satisfied, the best,and most effec- 
tual means of preservitig. 

1}39. But is there, aftev all, uiy thing real in 
this greater teeurity for the life of either mother 
ot chiki ? If, then, risk were so greet as to call 
spon women to ovcrceine this natural repognanee 
tO'BUlfer the approaches of a man, that risk nnut, 
]teffmteniii it must apply to oft women; andj' 
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further, it miut, ever since the creaUon of mani 
abDoyt have so applied. Now, resorting to the 
employment of men-operators has not been in 
vogue in Europe qiore than about seventy years; 
and has not been general in England more than 
about thirty or forty years. So that the risk in 
employing midwives must, of late years, hav« 
become vastly greater than it was even when I 
was a boy, or the whole race must have been ex- 
tinguished long ago. And, then, how puzzled 
we should be to account for the building of all 
the cathedrals, and all the churches, and the 
draining of all the marshes, and all the fens, more 
than a thousand years before the word " aceoU' 
cheur " ever came from the lips of woman, and 
before the thought came into. her mind? And 
here, even in the use of this word, we have a 
specimen of the refined delicacy of the present 
age ; here we have, varnish the matter over how 
we may, modesty in the word and grossnees in 
the thought, ■ Farmers' wives, daughters, and 
m«ds, cannot now allude to^ or hear named, 
without bbuhitiff, those affairs of the homestead, 
which they, within my memory, used to tidk 
about as freely as of milking or spinning ; bat, 
have they become more really modeat than their 
mothers were I . Has this refinement made them 
more coittineHt than those mde mothers? A 
jury at Westminster gave, about six years ago, 
damgesto a map, calling himself. ageptlenaan. 
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against a fanner, because the latter, for the pur- 
poae for which anch animals are kept, had a Ml 
ia his yard, on which the windows of the gentle- 
man looked ! The pl^ndff alleged, that this 
■wta 90 offentwe to hiswJ/'eandtiERi^Ufl's, that,if 
the defendant were not compelled to desist, he 
should be obliged to brick up Ab vmdowa, of* to 
gmt the house ! If I had been the father of 
these, at once, de&cate and ctariout daughters, 
I would not have been the herald of their puiitir 
of mind ) and if I had been the suitor of one of 
tiiem, I woul d have ' taken cRre to give up the 
suit with all convenient speed ; for how could I 
leasonably have hoped ever to be able to prevail 
on delicacy, M exquisite, to commit itself to a 
pair of bridal sheets } In spite, however, of all 
this " refCnemeit/ in the human mind," which is 
everlastingly dinned in -our ears ; in spite of the 
'* imaU'thihes" and of all the'other affected stuff, 
we have this ' conclusion, this indubitable proof, 
of the falling off in real delicacy ; namely, that 
common prostitutes, formerly unknown, now 
swarm in our towns, and are seldom voting even 
in our villages ; and where there was one ittegi- 
timate t^ild (including those coming before the 
lime) only fifty years ago, there are now twenty. 
240. And who can say bow far the employment 
of men, in the cases alluded to, may have assisted 
in producing this change, so disgraceful to the 
ptwent age, and m injurious to the female sex? 
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llie prostitution and the swarms of illegitimate 
children have a natural and inevitable tendency 
to lessen that respect, and that kind and indul- 
gent feeling, which is due fiom all men to vir- 
tuous women. It is well known that the un- 
worthy members of any profession, calling, or 
rank in life, cause, by their acts, the whole body 
to sink ill the general esteem ; it is well known, 
that the habitual dishonesty of merchants trading 
abroad, the habitual profligate behaviour of tra- 
vellers from home, the frequent proofs of abject 
submission to tyrants; it is well known, that 
these may give the character of dishonesty, pro- 
fligacy, or cowardice, to a whole nation. There 
are, doubtless, many men in Switzerland, who 
abhor the infamous practices of men aeliing theta- 
aelves, by whole regiments, to fight for any foreign 
state that will pay them, no matter in what cause, 
and no matter whether against their own parents 
or brethren ; but the censure > falls upon the 
whole nation : and " no Tooney, no Swist," is a 
proverb throughout the world. It is, amidst 
those scenes of prostitution and bastardy, impos- 
sible for men in general to respect the female 
sex to the degree that they formerly did ; while 
numbers will be apt to adopt the unjust senti- 
ment of the old bachelor, Popb, that "every 
tooman ia, at heart, a rake."_ 

241. Who knows, I say, in what degree the 
employment of m«n-operators may have leaded 



!- GtHii^le 



v.] TO A FATHBH. ■ 

to produce this change, so injurious to the female 
Bex 1 Aye, and to encnur^e unfeeling and bru- 
tal men to propose that the dead bodies of 
females, it poor, siiouid he sold for the purpose 
of exhibition and dissection before an audience 
of men ; a proposition that our " rude ancestors" 
would have answered, not by words, but by blows! 
Alas ! our women may talk of " small-clotheB" 
as long as they please ; they may blush to scarlet 
at hearing animals designated by their sexual ap- 
pellations ; it may, to give the world a proof of 
our excessive modesty and delicatiy, even pass a 
law (indeed we have done it) to punish " an expo- 
sure of the person " ; but as long as our streets 
swarm with prostitutes, our asylums and private 
houses with bastards ; as long as we have man- 
operators in the delicate cases alluded to, and as 
long as the exhibiting of the dead body of a ^r- 
tuous female before an audience ofmen shall not 
be punished by the law, and even with death; as 
long as we shall appear to be satisfied in this 
state of things, ic becomes us, at any rate, to be 
silent about purity of mind, improvement of man- 
ners, and an increase of refinement and deRcacy. 
242. This practice has brought the " doctor " 
into every family in the kingdom, which is of 
itself no small evil. I am not thinking of the. 
expense 1 for, in cases like these, nothing in that 
way. ought to.be spared. If .necessary to the' 
safety of.bis wife, a man. ought not only to part 
p2 
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with his last Bhilling, but to pledge hia future 
labour. But we all know that there are tmagi- 
nary ailments^ many of which are abtolutely 
created by the habit of talking with or about the 
"doctor" Read the "Domestic Medicine," 
and by the time that you have done, you will 
imagine that you have, at timet, all the diieasea 
of which it treats. This practice has added to* 
has doubled, aye, has augmented, I verily believe, 
tenfold the nuoiber of the gentlemen who are* 
in common parlance, called "(focfors"; atwhtch, ' 
indeed, I, on my own private account, ought to 
rejoice ; for, ittvanabkf I have, eren in the worst 
of times, found them every Where amongst my 
etaunchest and kindest friends. But though 
these genUemen are not to blame for this, any more 
than attorneys are for their increase in number ; 
and ainong8tthesegeQtlemen,too,Ihave,with very 
few excepUons, always found sensible men and 
zealous friends j though the parties pursuing 
these professions are not to blame ; though the 
increase of attorneys has arisen from the endlesa 
number and the compleuty of the laws, and from 
the tenfold mass of crimes caused by poverty 
arising from oppressive taxation; and though the 
increase of " doctors" has arisen from the diseases 
and the imaginary lulments arising from that 
efieminate luxury which has been created by the 
drawing of wealth from the many, and giving it 
to the few ; and, as the lower classea will always 
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endeavour to imitate the bjgher, so the *' accou- 
cheur" has, along with the " tmall-clothet," de- 
scended from the loan-monger's palace down to 
the hovel of the pauper, there to take his fee out 
of the poor-rates ; though these parties are not 
to blame, the thing is not less an evil. Both pro- 
fesuons have lost in character, in proportion to 
the increase in the number of its members; 
peaches, if they grew on hedges, would rank but 
little above the berries of the bramble. 

243. But to return once more to the natter of 
rtfioflife; can it be that nn/ure has so ordered it, 
that, as a general thmg, the Hfe of either mother 
or child shall be in danger, even if there were no 
attendant at all ? Con thi» be ? Certainly it 
cannot: xq/f^mustbe the rule, and danger ihee%~ 
ceptioa ; this mutt be the case, or the world never 
could have been peopled ; and, perhaps, in ninety- 
nine cases out of ever}' hundred, if nature were 
left vhoUy to herself, all would be right. The 
great doctor in these cases, is, comforting, consol- ' 
ing, cheering up. And who can perform this 
office like women ? who have for these occasions 
a language and sentiments which seem to have 
been invented for the purpose ; and be they what 
they may as to general demeanour and character, 
they have all, upon these occasions, one common 
feeling, and tliat so amiable, so excellent, as to 
admit of no adequate description. They com- 
pletely forged for the time, all livalsbipa, all 
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■quabbleB> illl animositiei, all haired &ren } every 
one feels as if it wefo her own partioular con- 
cern. 

244. These, we nay be wdl assored, are the 
proper attendants on these occasions ; the mo- 
ther, the aunt, the sister, the cousin, and femalo 
neighbour ; these are the Bui table attendxnta, 
having some experienced woman to afford extra- 
ordinary ud, if such be necessary ; and in the 
few cases where the preservation of life demands 
the mr|;«0Q's skill, he is always at hand. The 
contrary practice, which we got from the French, 
is not, however, so general in France as in Eng- 
land. We have outstripped all the world in this, 
as we have in every thing which proceeds from 
luxury and effeminacy on the one hand, and from 
poverty on the other ( the millions have been 
stripped of their means to heap wealth on the 
thousands, and have been corrupted in manners, aa 
well as in morals^ by vicious examples set them by 
the possessors of that wealth. As reason says 
that the practice of which I complain cannot be 
cured without a total change in society, it would 
bo presumption in me to expect such cure from 
any efforts of mine. I therefore must content 
myself with hoping tiiat such change will come, 
and with declaring, that if I had to live my life 
over again, I vrould act Upon the opinions which 
I have thought it my boundeu duty here to state 
and endeavour to maintaint 
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245. Having gotten over these thorny places 
as quickly as possible, I gladly come back to the 
Babibs; with regard to whom I shall have no 
prejudices, no afiectation, no false pride, »o 
sham fears to encounter ; every heart (except 
there be one made of flint) being with me here. 
" Then were there brought unto him Hllle chU- 
" dren, that he should put his hands on them, 
" and pray : and the disciples rebuked them. But 
" Jesus said,SufFer little children, and forbid them 
" not to come unto me ; for of such is the king- 
" dom of heaven." A figure most forcibly ex- 
pressive of the character and beauty of innocence, 
and, at the same time, most aptly illustrative of 
the doctrine of regeneration. And where is the 
man ; the woman who is not fond of babies is 
not worthy the name; but where is the taatt 
who does not feci his heart softened ; who does 
not feel himself become gentler ; who does not 
lose all the hardness of his temper; when, in any 
way, for any purpose, or by any body, an appeal 
is made to him in behalf of these so helpless 
and so perfectly innocent little creatures ? ' 

246. Smasspbare, who is cried up as 
the great interpreter of the human heart, haa 
said, that the man in whose soul there is no 
music, or lore of music, is "fit for murders, trea- 
sons , stratagems, and «poils." " Our mmortat 
bard," as the profligate Shbridan used to call 
him in public, while he laughed at him in private; 
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our "imntortal bard " seam to km foDgotlen 
tbat Shadrach, Jvlesbaeh, axid Abednego^ woe 
flui^ into the fiery tartace (taade aevea times 
hetttr than usual) amidst the sound of the cor- 
net, flute, barp, sackbuC, and dulamcr, and all 
kinds of music j be seean to hxve forgotten thtt 
It was a mutic aad a. dance-loving daoiael that 
. chose, as a neeanipenee for ber elegant perfbnti- 
ance, tht bloody bead of John the B^itist^ 
broBght to her iii a cbai^ger ; he seems to have 
forgotten that, while Rome burned, Nero fiddled : 
be' did not know, perh^, that cannihds always 
daaee and sii^ wtule tb»r vietiios are roasting; 
hut he might have iioown, and he most have 
known, that Eqgland's greatest tynnt, Henry 
VUI.) had, as his agent in blood, ll>ontas Cram- 
wf^, expressed it, " bit tweet sotil enwra{>ped in 
the oeie§tuil aoaadB of siusic ;" and this was 
just St the tiioe when the ferocious tyrant was 
ordering Catholics aad Protestants to be tied back 
to back (Ml the same hurdle, dragged toSmidiJidd 
on daaC hurdle, and there tied to, and burnt ftnni, 
the same stake. .Shakspeane raaat have known 
these things, for he lived immediaxdy after their 
idflte ; Bad if he had lived in ov 4iay, he would 
have seen instanaes enough of "«reet souls" 
«awrapped in the sarae masner, nod eajwUe, 
if Bot of deeds eqiudly bloody, of -others, disco- 
venng a total waiat <d fedkig for Bufferings not 
m&e<}iiently oDcaaioaed by -^leirowa 
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waste, and waste aiUing, too, in part, from their 
taste for these ** celestial sounds." 

247. O no ! the heart of man is not to be 
known by this test ; a grtat fondness for music 
is a mark of great weakness, great vacuity of 
mind : not of hardness of heart ; not of vice ; not 
of downright folly ; but of a want of capaci^, 
<t€ inclination, for sober thought. This is not 
always the case : accidental circumstances almost 
force the taste upon people : but, generally speak- 
ing, it is a preference of sound to sense. But 
the man, and especially the father, who is uot 
fond of baines ; who does not feel his heart soft- 
ened when he . touches tbeir almost boneless 
limbs ; when he sees their little eyes first begin 
to discern ; when he hears dieir tender accents ; 
the man whose heart does not beat truly to this 
test, is, to say the best of him, an object of com- 
passion. 

248. But the mother's feelings are here to be 
thought of too; for, of alt gratifications, the very 
greatest that a mother can receive, is notice taken 
of, and praise bestowed on, her baby. The mo- 
ment that gets into her anns, every thing else 
diminishes in value, the father <Hily excepted. 
Ber own pertonal charm», notwithstanding all 
that men say and hare written on the subjeetf 
become, at most, a aecoadary object as soon as 
the baby arrivesL A aaying'af tiie dd,.profligAte 
King ef Pmwia is freqaently quated in .pcvof of 

q2 
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the trutb of the, maxim, that a woman ynil 
forgive any thing but calling her iigly ; . a very. 
true maxim, perhaps, as applied to prostitutes, 
whether in high or low life ; but a pretty. long, 
life of observation has told me, that a mother,. 
worthy of the name, will care little about, what, 
you say of her person, so that you will hut extol 
the beauty of her baby. Her baby is always the 
very pretUest that tver was born ! It is always 
an eighth wonder of. the world! And thus it 
ought to be, or there would be a want of that, 
wondrous attachment to it which is necessary to 
. bear. her up through all those cares and pains, 
and toils inseparable from the preservation of its 
life and he&lth. 

249. It is, however, of the part which the 
husband has to act, in participating in these 
cares and toils, that Lam now to speak. Let no 
man imagine that the world will despise him 
for helping to take care of his own child : 
thoughtless fools may attempt to ridicule ; the 
unfeeling few may join in the attempt ; but .all, 
whose good opinion is worth having, will applaud 
his conduct, and will, in many cases, be dis-^ 
posed to repose confidence in him on that very 
account. To say of a man, that he is fond of Jits, 
family, is, of itself, to say that, in private life at 
least, he is a good and trust-worthy man ; aye, 
and in public li{e too, pretty muchj for it is mt 
eaay m^ter to separate the two characters ; and 
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it iit naturally concluded, that he who has been 
flagrantly wanting in feeling for his own fteeh 
and blood, will hot be very sensitive towards the 
rest of mankind. There is nothing more amiable, 
nothing more delightful to behold, than &young 
man especially taking part in the work of nursing 
the children } and how often have I admired tliis 
in the labouring men in Hampshire ! It is, in- 
deed, generally the same alt over England ; and 
as'to America, it would he deemed brutal for a 
man not to take his full share of these cares and 
labours. 

250. The man who is to gain a living by his 
labour, must be drawn away from home, or, at 
least, from the cradle-side, in order to perform 
that leboiiT ; but this wilt not, if he be made of 
good stufT, prevent hin:i from doing his share of 
the duty due to his children, There are still 
many hours in the twenty-four, that he will have 
to spare for this duty ; and there ought to be no 
toils, no watchings, no breaking of rest, imposed 
by this duty, of which he ought not to perform, 
his full share, and that, too, without grudging. 
This is strictly due from him in payment for the 
pleasures of the marriage state. What rigMhBA 
he to the sole possession of a woman's person ; 
what right X.O &kttsband's\aal authority; what 
right to the honourable title and the boundless 
power of father : what right has he to all, or 
any of these, unless he can found his claim on the 
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faithful performance of all the duties which these 
titles imply ? 

' 251. One great edurce of the unhap^HnesB 
amongst mankind arises, however, from a neglect 
of these duties ; but, as if by way of compensation 
for their privations, th^ are much more duly 
performed by the poor than by the rich. The 
fashion of the labouring people is this : the bus* 
buidjwhen free from bis toil in the^elds, takes his 
share in the nursing, which he manifestly tooki 
np«n as a sort of reward for his labour. How- 
ever distant from his cottage, his heart is always 
at that home towards which he is carried, at 
night, by limbs that feel not their weariness, be- 
ing urged on by a heart andcipatingUie welcome 
of those who attend bim there. "Diose who 
have, as I so many hundreds of times have, seen 
the labourers in the woodland parts of Hamp- 
shire and Sussex, comiug, at night>fall, towards 
their cottage- wickets, laden with fuel for a day or 
two ; whoever has seen three or four little crea- 
tures looking out for the father's approach, run- 
ning in to announce the glad tidings, and then 
scampering out to meet him, clinging round his 
knees, or hanging on his skirts; whoever has 
witnessed scenes like this, to witness which has 
formed one of the greatest delights of my life, 
mil hesitate long before he prefer a life of ease to 
a lifie of labour ; before he prefer a conimuiikft- 
tion with children intncepted by servants and 
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teacbcrs to that cotnmunication wtiich ia here 
direct, and which adnaita not of any divisioii 
affection. 

25?. Then comes the Sunday; and, amoi^t 
ah those who keep no servants, a great ifeaJ de- 
pends on the manner in which the father employs 
thai day. When there are two or three children, 
or even one child, the first thingi after ihc break- 
fsat (which is late on thi»ttay of rest), is to wash 
and dress the child or chtMren. Then, while the 
mother is dressing the dinner, the father, being 
in his Sonday-elothes himself, takes care of the 
child or children. When dinner is over, the 
mother puts on her best ; and then, all go to 
ehurefa, or, if that cannot be, whether from dis- 
tance or other cimse, aS pa^ the aftervoon to- 
gfffur. This used to be the way of life amongst 
the labouring people % and from this way of life 
arose the most able and most moral people that 
the world ever saw, mtil grinding taxation took 
from them theraeansof obtaining a sufficiency of 
food and of raiment j plunged the whole, good 
urdbad, into one indiscriminate mass, under tfie 
degrading and hatefbl name of paupers. 

253. The working man, in whatever line, and 
whether in town or country, who spends his day 
i^rett, or any part of it, except in case of abso- 
lute Decessity, away IVom hts wife and children, is- 
not worthy of the name o( father, and is seldom 
worthy of the trnst of any employer. Such ab- 
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sence argues a want of fatherly and of conjugal 
affectjon, wliich want is generally duly repaid by 
a similar want in the neglected parties ; and, 
Jthough Gtern authority may command and enforce 
obedience for a while, the time soon comes when 
it will be set at defiance ; and when such a father, 
having no example, no proofs of love, to plead, 
complains o(_fiHal kiffratitude, the silent indiffer- 
ence of his neighbours, and which is more poig- 
nant, his own heart, will tell him that his com- 
plaint is unjust. 

254. Thus far with regard to working people; 
but much more necessary is it to inculcate these 
principles in the minds of young men in Jhe mid- 
dle rank of life, and to be more particular, iit 
their case, with regard to the care due to very 
young children, for here gervants come in ; and 
many are but too prone to think, that when they 
have handed their children over to well-paid and 
able servants, they have done their duty by them, 
than which there can hardly be a more mischiev- 
ous error. The children of the poorer people 
are, in general, much fonder of their parents than 
those of the rich are of theirs : this fondness is 
reciprocal ; and the cause is, that the children of 
the former have, from their very birth, had a 
greater share than those of the latter — of the 
personal attention, and of the never-ceasing en- 
dearments of their parents. 
. 255. I have before urged upon young married 
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men, in the middle wa]ka of life, to ke^ the ser- 
vants mtt of the house as lonff as possible ; and 
when they must come at last, when they must be 
had even to assist !n taking care of children, let 
them be assistants in the most strict sense of the 
word ; let them not be confided in ; let children 
never be left to theTa alone; and the younger the 
child, the more necessary a rigid adherence to 
this rule. I shall be told, perhaps, by some care- 
leBS father, or some play-haunting mother, that 
female servants are wOmen, and have the tender 
feelings of women. V^ry true ; and, in general^ 
as good and kind in their nature as the mother 
herself. But they are not the mothers of your 
children, and it is not in nature that they should 
have the care and anxiety adequate to the neces- 
sity of the case. Out of the immediate care and 
personal superintendence of one or the other of 
the parents, or of some trusty relation, no young 
child ought to be suffered to be, if there be, at 
whatever sacrifice of ease or of property, any 
possibility of preventing it : because, to insure, if 
poSiSiblg, the perfect form, the straight limbs, thA 
sound body, and the sane mind of your childrei.. 
is the very first of al! your duties. To provide 
fortunes for them ; to make provision for their 
future fame ; to give them the learniug necessary 
to Uie calling fot which you destine tiiem : all 
these may be duties^ and the last is a duty; but 
a duty far greater than, and prior to, all these, is 
qS 
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the duty of neglecdng nothing witfnn yaak 
power to insure them a. aane mind in a sound and 
uadeforwed bo^. AxiA, good God ! how many 
are the instances of deformed bo^es, of crodwd 
Ihnbs, {^idiocy, or of deplorable imbecility, pro- 
ceeding solely from young children being left to 
the cue of servants ! One would imagine, that 
one single ^ight of this kind to be Seen, or heard 
of, in a whole nation, would be sufficient to deter 
parents from the practice. And what, then, must 
those parents feel, who have brought this life- 
long sorrowing on themselves ! When once the 
thing is done, to repent is unavailing. And what 
is now the worth of all the ease and all the plea- 
sures, to enjoy which the poor sufferer was aban- 
doned to the care of servants ! 

256. What i can 1 plead exampU, then, in 
support of this rigid precept ? Did we, who have 
bred up a family of children, and have had ser- 
vants during the greater part of the time, nevtr 
leave a young child to the care of servants? 
Never ; no, not for one gi^le hour. Were we, 
then, tied constantly to the house with them } 
No ; for we sometimes took them out; but one 
or the other of us wag always wtih them, until> 
in succession, they were able to take good can 
of themselves ; <m' until the elder ones were able 
to take cafe of the younger, and then they some- 
^mes stood senUnel in oar stead. How coidd 
we miU then I Why, if both went, we bugained 
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befordtand to take the children with os ; and if 
this were a thing not to be proposed, on« of as 
went, and the other stayed at home, th e tatter 
being very fl«qucRtly ray lot. From this we 
nemr once deviated. We east aside all consi- 
deration of conveDienoe ; all calculations of ex* 
pensej all thoughts of pleasure of every sort. 
And, what gouM have equalled the reward that 
we hsre received for orar care and for our ua~ 
elli^n resc^ntioR ia this respect } 

257. !n the rearing of children, there is reso- 
hUwt wasting a* well as tatdtrKees. lliat 
parent is not fn«^ affectionate who wants the 
cmmge to do that which ia sure - to give the 
child tempoTBTV pain. A gttM deal, in proTid- 
iug for the ketdth and strength of children, de- 
pesds upon tlieir bdag duly and d^)y washed, 
when well, in cold water from head to foot. 
Their cries testify to what a degree they e^like 
this, l^hty s<]uaU and kick and twist about at 
a fine rate; and nany mothers, too many, 
■legleet thia, partly from reluctance to encounter 
the squalling, and partly, and much too^oftea^ 
from what I will not call uUene««, but to which 
I cannot apply a milder term than neglect. Well 
and duly performed^ it is an hour's good tight 
work ; for, besidee the bodily labour, which is 
not very sKght when the child gets to be five or 
six months old, there is the unging to overpower 
the voice of the ekiid. The moment the stripping 
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of the child used to begin, -the singing used to 
begin, and the latter never ceased till the former 
had ceased. After having heard this go on widk 
all my children, RoussSAtj taught me the philo- 
tc^y of it. I happened, by accident, to look 
into his Emilh, and there I found him saying, 
that the nurse subdued the voice of the child and 
made it quiet, fiy drowning its voUie in hers, and. 
thereby making it perceive that it could not be 
heard, and that to continue to cry was of no avail. . 
". Here, Nancy," said Ij (going to her with the 
book in my hand), " you have been a great phi- 
" losopher alt your life, without either of ua 
" knowing Jt." A ^ient nurse is a poor soul. 
It is a great disadvantage to the child, if the 
mother be of a very silent, 'placid, quiet turn. 
The singing, the talking to, the tossing and roll- 
ing about, that mothers in general practise, are 
very beneficial to the children : they give them 
exercise, awaken their attention, animate them, 
and rouse them to action. It is very bad to have 
a child even carried about by a dull, inanimate, 
silent servant, who will never talk, sing or chirrup 
to it ; who will but just carry it about, always kept 
in the same attitude, and seeing and hearing no- 
thing to give it life and spirit. It requires nothing 
but a dull creature like this, and the washing and 
dressing left to hei, to give a child the rickets, and 
make it, instead of being a strong straight per- 
son, tup-shinned, bow>kneed, or hump-backed ; 
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besides other ailments not visible to the eye. 
By-and-by, when the deformity begins to appear, 
the doctor is called in, but it is too late : the mis- 
chief is done ; arid a few months of neglect are 
punished by a life of mortification and sorrow, 
not wholly unaccompanied with shame. 

258. It is, therefore, a very spurious kind of 
. imdemest that prevents a mother from doing the 
things which, though disagreeable to the chUd^ 
are so necessary to its lasting well-being. The 
washing daily in the morning is a great thing ; 
cold water winter or summer, and this never le/t 
to a servant, who has not, in such a case, 
either the patience or the courage that is neces- 
sary for the task. When the washing is over, 
and the child dressed in its day-clothes, how 
gay and cheerful it looks ! l^e exercise gives 
it appetite, and then disposes it to rest ; and 
it sucks and sleeps and grows, the delight of 
all eyes, and particularly those of the parents. 
" I can't bear ihal aquaUing ! " T have heard 
men say ; and to which I answer, that " I can't 
bear »uch men 1 " There are, I thank God, very 
few of them ; for, if they do not always reason 
about the matter,' honest nature teaches them to 
be considerate and indulgent towards little crea- 
tures so innocent and so helpless and so uncon- 
scious of what they do. And the voue: after all, 
why should it disturb a man ? He knows the 
exact cause of it : he knowis that it is the una- 
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voidable oonsequence of a great good to hia diUd, 
and of couTse to htm : h lasti but an hour, and 
the recompenae instantly oomeB ia the looks of 
the rosy child, and in the new hopes which evetf 
look exdtes. It nerer ^sturbed me, and my oc- 
cupation was one d those most liable to dis- 
toibanee by noise. Many, a score p^eis have I 
written amidst the noise of children, and in mp 
whole life never bade them be still. When 
they grew up to be big enough to gallop about 
the house, I have, in wet weather, when they 
could not go ovt, writtoi the whole day amidst 
noise that would have made some authors half 
mad. It never annoyed me at all. But a Scotch 
piper, whom an old lady, who lived becide us at 
Brompton, used to pay to come and play a long 
tune every day, I was obliged to bribe into a 
breach of contract. That which you are pleated^ 
with, however noisy, does not disturb you. lliat 
which is indifferent to yoa has not more effect. 
The rattle of coaches, the clapper of a mill, the 
fell of water, leave your mind undistorbed. But 
the sound of the /»pe, awakening the idea of 
the lazy life of the piper, better paid than the 
lab<Hinng man, drew the mind aside from its 
pursuit ; and, as it really was a mmnmce, ocea* 
sioned by the money of my neighbour, I thot^t 
myself justified in abMing it by the same sort of 
means. 

259. The cra^ is in poor femilies necessary; 
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because necessity compels the mother to gQt as 
IBueh time ai she can for her work, tmd a ehihl 
Oflii rock the' cradle. At first we had a cradle ; 
and I rocked t^e cradle, in great part, din-ing the 
time that I was writii^ my first work, that fa- 
mens MaItrb d'Anglois, which has long been 
the first book in Europe, as well as in America, 
for teaching of French people the English \tm~ ' 
gvage. But we left off the use of the cradle as 
aoon as possible. It Causes sleep nu»e, and of- 
tener, than necessary : it saves trouble ; but to 
take trouble was our <)aty. * After the aeccntd 
child, we had no cradle, however difficult at fbst 
to do -without it. When I was not at my busi- 
ness, it was generally my afbir to put the child- 
to sleep : sometimes by sitting with it in my 
arms, and sometimes by lying down on a bed 
with it, till it felt asleep. We soon found the 
good of this method. The children did notsleep 
so much, but they slept more soundly. The cra- 
dle produces a sort of dosing, or dreaming sleep. 
This IS a matter of great importance, aa every 
thing mint be that has any influence on the 
health of children. The poor must use the cra- 
dle, at least until they have other children big 
epough to hold the baby, and to put it to sleep ; 
and it is truly wonderful at how early an age 
they, either girls or boys, will do this business 
fiuthfblly and well. You see them in the lanes, 
and on the skirts of woods and commons, Ing- 
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ging a baby about, ■when it sometimeB weight 
half as mifch as the nurse. The poor mother 
Is frequently compelled, in order to help to get 
bread for her children, to go to a distance firom 
home, and leave the group, baby and ail, to take 
care of the house and of themselves, the eldest 
of four or five, not, perhaps, above six or seven 
years old ; and it is quite surprising, that, con- 
eidering the millions of instances in which this 
is done in England, in tlie course of a year, so 
very, very few accidents or injuries arise from the 
practice ; and not a hundredth part so maiiy as 
arise in the comparatively few instances in which 
children are left to the care of servants. In 
summer dme you see these little groups rolling - 
about up the green, or amongst the heath, not 
far iirom the cottage, and at a mile, perhaps, 
from any other dwelling, the dog their only pro- • 
tector. And what fine and straight and healthy 
and fearless and acute persons they become ! It 
used to be remarked in Philadelphia, when I 
lived there, that there was not a single man of 
any eminence, whetlier doctor, lawyer, merchant, 
trader, or any thing else, that had not been born 
and bred in the country, and of parents in a low 
state of life. Examine London, and you will 
And it much about the same. From this very 
childhood they are from necessity entrutled vnih - 
the pare tjf aometbiiig valuable. Tiiey practi- 
cally' learn to think, and to calculate as to con- - 
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sequences. They are thus taught to reipeinber 
things; Sud it ia quite surprising what memories 
they have, and how scrupulously a little carter- 
boy will deliver half-a-dozen messages, each of a 
differetiC purport from the rest, to as many per- 
sons, all the messages committed to him at one 
and the same time, and he not knowing one 
letter of the alphabet from another. When I 
.want to rem&ttder something, and am out in the 
field, and cannot write it down, I say to one of 
the men, or bop, come to me at such a time, 
and tell me so and so. He is rare to do it j and 
I therefore look upon the memorandum as writ- 
ten down. One of these children, boy or girl, 
is much more worthy of being entrusted with the 
care of a baby, any body's baby, than aserv^t- 
midd wkh curled locks and with eyes rolling 
about for admirers. The locks and the rolling 
eyes, very nice, and, for aught 1 know, very pro- 
per things in themselves ; but incompa^ble with 
the care of your baby. Ma'am ; her mind being 
absorbed in contemplating the interesting cir- 
cumstances which are to precede her having a 
sweet baby of her own} and a sweeter than 
yotirs, if you please. Ma'am ; or, at least, such 
will be her anticipations. And this is all right 
enough ; it is natural diat she should think and 
feel thus ; and knowing this, you ^e admonished 
that it ia your bounden duty not to delegate this 
sacred trust to any body. 
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260. The coantffe, of whieh I have spoken, so 
Itecesaary in the case of washing the chitdren m 
Apite of their scmtming remonstrsnces, is, if pos- 
sible, more necesssry in caj<es of ilhiess, requiring 
the application of maSeine, m of surgical means 
of cure. Here theheart is p«t to the test in- 
deed I Here is angaish to be endured by a mother, 
who has to force down the nauseous phpic^ or 
to apply the tormenting plaster \ Yet it ia the 
mother, or the father, and more properly the for- 
mer, who is to perform this duty of exquiute pain. 
To no nunc, to no hireling, t& no alien hand, 
ought, if possible to avoid it, this task to be eom- 
mitted. I do not admire those mothers who arc 
too Under-heariett to inflict this pain on their 
cbdldratJ, and wlu», therefore^ leare it to be im- 
fiicted by others. Give me the mother who^ 
vUk the tears stream down her face, has the re- 
solution scmpulously to execute, with her own 
hands, the doctor's commands. Will a aervant, 
will any hiicling, do this t Committed to snch 
handfl, the leaat iroitbie will lie preferred to the 
greater: the thing will, in general, not be'lialf 
ioae ; and if done, the suffering from such hands 
is far greater in the mind of the child than if it 
came from the hands . of the mother. In thia 
caw, above all others, diere ought to be no dele- 
gation of the parent^ office. Here life or limb 
is at stoke ; and the parent, man or woman, 
who, in any one point, can neglect bis oi her duty 
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bere^ is unworthy of the nsine of parent. And 

here, as in all the other instances, wheie f^oodness 
in the parents towards the efatldren gives such 
weight to their advice when the children grow q|^ 
what a nuriire to filial gratitude ! The chitdren 
viho are crfd etumgh to deserre and remember, 
wUI witness this proof of lore and sdf-devaUon: 
in their mother. Each of them feels that she 
has ^one the same towards them all ; and they 
love her and admire and revere her accordingly. 

261. This is the place tostatemy opinions, and 
the result of my experience, with regard to that 
fearfbl disease the Smai^-Pox ; a subject, too, 
to which I have paid great attention. I was 
always, from the very first mention of the thing, 
oppoacd to the Cow-Pox scheme. If eflkaciout 
in prevendng the Small-Pox, I objected to ito 
pierely on the score of its beast^ness. There are 
some things, surely, more Irideous than death, 
and more resolutely to be avmded ; at any rate, ~ 
more to be avoided than the mere riik of suffering 
death. And, amongst other things, I always 
tecltoned that of a parent causing the blood, and 
the diseased blood tao> of a beast to be put into 
the veins of human beings, and those beings the 
children of dist parent, \, therefore, as will be 
seen in the pages of the Register of tliat day, 
most' itreiraotisty opposed ^e giving of twenty 
(Aotuaruf pounds to Jbnnbr out of the tiixea; 
paid in great part by the working people, which 



h. Google 



cobbbtt's advicb tLettcr 

I (teemed and aaserted to be a scandalous waste 
of the public money. 

262. I contended, that this beastly application 
couitt not, in nature, be efficddous t» prevmiing 
the Small-Pox; and that, even if efKcacious for 
that purpose, it maa wfioUy v/nnecea»ary. The 
truth of the former'of .these assertions has how . 
been proved m thousands upon thousands of in- 
siances. For a long time, for ten years, the con- 
trary was boldly and brazenly asserted. This na- 
tion is fond of quackery o^all sorts ; and this par- 
ticular quBcliery having been sanctioned by King, 
Lords and Commons, it spread over the coun- 
try like a pestilence borne by the winds. Speedily 
sprang up Che *' ROYAL Jennerian Institution," 
and Branch Institutions^ issuing from the parent 
trunk, set instantly to work, impregnating the 
veins of the rising and enlightened generation 
with the beastly t(iatter. "Gentlemen and La- 
dies" made the commodity a pocket-companion; 
and if a cottager's child (in Hampshire at ]ea8t)> 
even seen by them, on a common, were not 
pretty quick in taking to its heels, it had to carry 
' off more or less of the disease of the cow. One 
would have thought, that one-half of the cows in 
England must have been tig)ped to get at such a 
quantt^ of the stuff. 

263. In the. midst of all this mad work, to 
which tlie doctors, after having found it in vun 
to resist, had yielded, the real tmall-poXf in its 
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worst form, broke out in the town of RiNGwooo, 
in HAMPaH,iRE, and carried off, I believe (1 have 
not the account at hand), mvre than a huneb^ed 
persoTts, young and old, every one of whom had 
had the cow-pox" so mcely!" And what was now 
said ? . Was the quackery explode, and were the 
granters of the twenty thousand pounds ashamed of 
what they bad done ? Not at alt : the failure was 
imputed to unaM^ul operators; to the ttalenett 
of tJiS matter : to its not being of the getmine 
quality. Admitting all this, the scheme stood 
condemned ; for the great advantages held forth 
were, that. any do(% might perform the operation, 
and that the matter was every where abundant 
and cost-free. But these were paltry excuses ; 
the mere shuffles of quackery ; for what do we 
know now ? Why, that in hundreds of instances, 
persons cow-poxed by JBNN£R HIMSELF, 
have taken the real small-pox afterwards, uid 
have either idied from the disorder, or narrowly 
escaped with their lives 1 I will mention two 
ioatanees, the parties concerned being living and 
well-known, one of thehi to the whole nation^ and 
the otlier to a very numerous circle in the higher 
walks of life. The first is Sir Richard Phil- 
lips, so well known by his able writings, and 
equally well known . by lus exemplary conduct 
as, Sheriff of London, aod by his life-long 
IdlfoUrs in th&.caiiBe of real charity and human* 
ity. Sir Ri^ard bad, 1 think, two sons, whose 
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veiss woe imprc^Hited by the greaiee Mmaelf, 
At any rate he had orc, who h^d, sereral jtan 
after Jeimer had giren him the nuuring matter^ 
a very hard struggle for his life, uader the hands 
of the good, old-fuhiDned, seaa-giring, and 
dimple-dipping smaM-posc The second is Phiut 
CoDD, Ii^*i ,fotraeily of Kensingston, and now 
of RuDisted Court, n^r Maidstooe, in Keat, 
who has a son that had a very narrow escape 
under the real amalUpox, abont four years ago, 
aiid who also had been cow-poxed iy Jamer 
kniue^. Ttus last-mentioned gentlemui I have 
known, and most nncerejy reacted, from the 
time of our both being about eighteen years of 
age. When tbe young gentleman, of whom I 
am now speaking, was very young, I having him 
jipeo ray knee one day, asked bis kind and ex- 
L-ellent moth^, whether be had been moaUaied. 
f Oh, no 1" aaid'she, " we are going- to have him 
vaedtuUed." Whereupon I, going into the gar- 
den ts the father, snid, " 1 do hope, Codd, that 
you ate not going to have that beastly cow-^iff 
pat into that fine boy." "Why," said be, "jwi 
see, Cobbett, it is to be done by Jeaner liuate^" 
What answer I gave, w^t names and e|rithetB I 
bertowed opon Janner and his ipiacfaeiy, I will 
leave the reader to ima^ne. 

264. Now, heM arcinstauweaeDoogh ; but, every 
nader has beard ^ iXmtt seen, K«res of ottwn. 
¥»nBg iSt.Codi cauglU the ntoill'pra at,« 
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McJtool; and if I TecoUect r^hdy, thete were 
severid other " VMcinoted " youths wbQ did the 
same, at the same tiioe. Quacker}', however, 
has always a shuffle left. Now th^ the -cow-poK 
baa been prwed to be no guttrwiUee against the 
emdl-pox, it makes it "nUlHer" when it comes! 
A pretty shuffle, indeed, this ! You aie to be oU 
jKMir life in /ear ^ it, having as your sole con- 
■datiou, that when it comes (and it may over- 
time yon in a camp, or cm the was), it wiii be 
"sHitfer/" it was not too tnild to k^ at RiMQ- 
wooD , and its wuidneas, in the case of young 
Mr.Codd, did not restraia it from blm^i{i him 
for a suitable number of days. I shall not easily 
forget the alarm and anxiety of the fariier and 
mother upon this occasion ; both <^ tttem the 
best ctf parents, and both o( them now punished 
for having yielded to this feshionable quackery. 
I will not say, jtatfy punisfaed ; for alfectien for 
tlwir children, in which respect .they wsre never 
surpassed by any parents aa ^artfa, wasthecaoBe 
of their listening to the datig»--(4»ia£ingqnackery. 
This, too, is the case with other psreots; but 
parents should be imd» the iafluenoe ef reason 
and experience, as mR as woder thiU of affection ; 
and MOW, at any rate, they oi^ht to set this really 
dangerous x^uadcery «t oengfat. 

f^. And, vrtiat does mtg omi es^perienee say 
on Ike ottier side ? f^ien are xay seven children, 
the sons as tall, or nearly so, as their &tha', and 
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the dai^hters as tall as the'rr mother; all^ in due 
auccession, jnoculated with the good old-fash- 
joned face-tearing small-pox ; neither of theiri 
willi a single mark of that disease on their skins ; 
neither of them having beenj that we could per- 
ceive, ill/or a miffle hour, in consequence of the 
inoculation. . When we were in the United 
States, we observed that the Americans were 
never marked with the smali-pox; or, if such a 
thing were seen, it was verj' rarely. The cause we 
found to be, the universal practice of having the 
children inoculated . at the breast, and, gene- 
rally,_ at<«» month or tix weeks old. When we 
came to have children, we did the same. I be* 
lieve that some of ours have been a few months 
old when the operation has been performed, but 
always while at the breast, and as early as pos- 
sible after the expiration, of six week| from the 
birth j. sometimes put off a little while by some 
slight disorder in the child, or on account of some 
circumstance or other; hut, with these excep- 
tions, done at, or before, the end of six weeks 
from the biuh, and always at the breast. All 
is then jiure.- there is nothing in either body or 
mind to favour the natural fury of the disease. 
We always took particular care about the source 
from which the infectious matter came. We em- 
ployed medical men, in whom we could, place 
perfect con6dence : we had tjieir solemn vxa-d 
for the matter coming from some healthy child f 
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and, ftt Iwt, we had Branetiihes to wait far this, 
the Gow-BiffRJr having: Kndered juttieiiU of thi*^ 
•ort rftther rare. 

266. While the child hu the ■malUpox^ the 
mother should abstain from food and drink, 
which the may require at other timet, but t^ich 
sught be too groBB just now. To suckle a hearty 
child requires good living ; for, besides that this 
» necoBsary lo the mother, it is also necessary to 
the child. A little forbearance, just at this time, 
'at f)n]dent ; tnaking the diet aa simple as possi- 
^, and avoiding all violent agitation either of 
the body or the spirits ; avoiding too, if you can, 
very hot or very cold weather. 

267. There is notv, however, this inconveni- 
ence, that the far greater part of the present 
young women have been be-Jetmered; so that 
they may catch the besatiy-MlUng disease from 
their babies f To hearteu them up, however, 
and more especially, I confeu, to record a trait 
t4 maternal affection and of female heroism, 
which I have never heard of any thing to >ur- 
pasa, I have the pride to 8ay> that my wife had 
eight childen inoculated at her breast, and neoer 
had the muaU-pox in her life. I, at first, ob- 
jected to the inoculating ^ the child, but she in- 
sisted upon it, and with so much pertinacity that I 
^ure vBxy, on condition that she would be inocu- 
lated too. This -was ilone with thr«e or (bur of 
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the chil<tren, I think, she always being reluctiuit 
to have it done, saying that it looked Hke dis- 
trusting the goodness of God. l"here was, to be 
sure, very little in this argument ; but the long 
experience wore away the alarm ; and there she 
is now, having had eight childreo hanging at her 
breast with that desolating disease in them, and 
she. never having been affected by it from first to 
last. All her children know, of course, the risk 
hat she voluntarily incurred for thera. Th^ all 
have this indubitable proof, that she valued their 
lives above her own ; and is it in nature, that- 
they should ever wilfully do any thing to wound 
the heart of that mother ; and must not her 
bright example have great effect on their charac- 
ter and conduct ! Now, my opinion is, that 
the far greater part of English or American 
women, if placed in the above circumstances, 
would do just the same thing ; and I do hope, 
that those, who have yet to be mothers, will 
seriously think of putting an end, as they have 
the power to do, to the disgraceful and dangerous 
quackery, the evils of which 1 have so fully 
proved. 

268. But there is, in the management of- 
babies, something besides life, health, strength 
and beauty; .and something too, without which, 
.all these put together are nothing worth ; and 
that is g/miiy of mind. There are, owing to . 
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various causes, some who are bom ideots j but 
a great many more become insane from the 
misconduct, or neglect, of psTcnts ; and, gene- 
rally, from the children being committed to the 
care of servants. 1 knew, in Feiinsylvania, a. 
child, as fine, and as sprightly, and as intelligent 
a child as ever was born, made an ideot for life 
hy being, when about three years old, shut into a 
darii closet, by a maid servant, in order to terrify 
it into silence. The tlioughtless creature first 
menaced it with sending it to " the bad place" 
aa the phrase is there ; and, at lost, to reduce it 
to silence, put it into the closet, shut the door, 
and went out of the room. She went back, in a 
few minutes, and found the child in a Jit. It re- 
covered from that, but was for life an ideot. 
When the parents, who had been out two days 
and two nights on a visit of plea'iure, came home, 
they were told that the child had had a fit ; but, 
they were not told the cause. The girl, how- 
ever, who was a neighbour's daughter, being on 
her death-bed about ten years afterwards, could 
not die in peace without sending for the mother 
of the child (now become a young man) and ask- 
ing forgiveness of her. The mother herself was, 
however, the greatest offender of the two: a 
whole lifetime of sorrow and of mortification 
was a punishment too light for her and her hus- 
band. Thousands upon thousands of human 
r2 
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lMi»gl Ytw/t been deprived «f their uiuM by 
thMe mnd similar means. 

269. It is hot long sinoe that wt read, in the 
newspaperb, of a child being ahsoluteljr kUled^ 
at Biimingliani, I thinfc )t was, by b^ng thus 
ftighUitted. 1^ parents had gone out into what 
is called an evening party. Th« servanta, na- 
turally enough, had their patty at home ; and 
On mtetrtss, who, by some unexpected accident, 
had be«n brought home at dti early hour, finding 
the parlour full of cottipany, rUi wp suira to see 
s^oat her ehild, about two err thr«e years old. 
She found it with Its eyes open, but fixed; 
touching it, she foiitid it inanimate. The doctor 
was «ent tor in vain : it was quite d«td. Tfie 
jatkA >a^t«d to ^now nothing of the cause • 
but sottie one of the particB assembled discover- 
ed, plutred up to the curtains of the bed, a Amritf 
fi^e, made up partly of a frightful mask ! This, 
aS the wrenched girl confessed, htid been done to 
keep the child gvlet, while she was wi^ her 
cotnpany below. When one reflects on the an- 
guish tbtt 'th« poor little thing mnst have en- 
dured, before the IHe *a« quite frightened out of 
it, -i«ie «ah find no terms sufficiently strong Bo 
express th* abhoriWn* dfle to the perpetrator of 
this xrrime, '*rtiich Was, In fact, a cniel murder"; 
alfd, ifft #hs beyond ^e reaoh of tiie law, it W8& 
aOttltd'is«b,iMit!ause,iis]nthecBsa tffparririAe, 
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Ak law, ia najtiojl no proviwon Air puni^vteitt 
pei-tiliarly severe, baa, 9ut of respect to human 
■ature, suppoaed such crHne» to he mpoaubltr 
But if the girl was criminal ; if death, or a life 
of rcmoTHe, wu her due, what wa« the due of 
her parents, and esfjecially of th« mother ! And 
what W9S the due of the fiUkery who suffered 
^t mother, tuid who, perhaps, tempted h» to 
■egtect her no&t sacred duty ! 

:f70t If this poor child had been deprived «f 
jta mental fiicvltica, instead of being deprived ot 
ita It/e, the cause would, in aJJ likehhooid, oevier 
twve been discoTered. Tlie insanity w^uld have 
been fweribed to " brqin^fever" or to aome other 
of th« usual causes of ineatiity ; or, «s in thou* 
Mods up(Hi thousaads of instances, to some un^ 
aecountahle caus«. When I was, ia No. IX., pa- 
zagraphs from 227 to 233, both incltmve, eaainr 
taioing with all my might, the unalienable right 
of the child U> the milk of its mother, I ojnitted, 
Amongst tbe evils arising from haiushing tbe 
.(^ild from the mother's breast, to uwntion, or, 
tather, it had never oci-urred ta me to mentioi^ 
the Aim (^ reaton to the poor, innocent creature^ 
thus banished. And now, as connected with 
tlus measure, I have an argument of experiatce, 
enough to terrify ev»y youug man and wom«i 
Bfton earUi from the thought of connmitting this 
offence against nature. I wrote No. IX. at Cam- 
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BRiDCS, on Sunday, the 28th of March ; and, 
before 1 quitted Shrewsburv, on th^ 14 th of 
May, the following facts reached my ears. A 
very respectable tradesman, who, with his wife, 
have led a most industrious life, in a town that it 
is not necessary to name, said to a gentleman 
that told it to me : "I wish to God I had read 
" No. IX. of Mr. Cobbett's Advics to Young 
" Men fifteen years ago !" He then related, 
that he had had ten children, all put out to be 
suckled, in conseqacnce of the necessity of his 
having the mother's assistance to carry on his 
business ; and that two out of tlte ten had come 
home ideots; though the rest wereall sane, and 
though insanity had never been known tn the 
family of either father or mother ! These pa- 
rents, whom I mpelf saw, are very clever people, 
and the wife singularly industrious and expert in 
her affairs. 

271. Now the motive, in this case, unques- 
tionably was good ; it was that the mother's 
valuable time might, as much as possible, be de- 
voted to the earning of a competence for her 
children. But, alas I what is this competence 
to these two unfortunate beings ! And what is 
the competence to the rest, when put in the scale 
against the mortification that they must, all their 
lives, suffer t>n account of the insanity of their 
brother and sister, exciting, as it must, in all 
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their circle, and even in themselves, suspicions of 
their own perfect soundness of mind! When 
weighed against this consideration, what is all the 
wealth in the world ! And as to the parents, 
niiere are they to find compensation for such a 
calamity, embittered additionally, too, by the re- 
flection, that it was in their power to prevent it, 
-and that nature, mth loud voice, cried out to 
theni to prevent it ! Monbt ! Wealth acquired 
in consequence of this banishment of these poor 
children ; these victims of this, I will not call it 
.avarice, but over-eager love of gain 1 wealth, 
thus acquired.' What wealth can console these 
parents for the loss of reason in these children ! 
Where is the father and the mother, who would 
not rather see their children ploughing in other 
men's fields, and sweeping other men's houses, 
than led about parks or houses of their own, 
objecte of pity even of the menials procured by 
their wealth? ' ; 

272. If what I have now said be not sufficient 
-to deter a man from suffering any considera- 
tion, no matter what, to induce him to delegate 
the care of his children, when very young, to any 
body whomsoever, nothing that I can say can pos- 
•ibly have that effect ; and I will, therefore, now 
proceed to offer my advice with regard to the ma- 
nagement of children when they get beyond the 
danger of being crazed or killed by nurses or 
servants. 
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273. We heis coaiC U> the skibject ot eAtcs- 
tioa in the irue smae of that word, which is 
rearing 1^, seeing that the word comes from the 
Latin edvco, which means to breed up, or to 
rear up. \ ahal), aftenfards, have to speak of 
edactttam in the now 'common aneptatioD of the 
word, which makes it mean, beok-kartdng. At, 
present^ I am to speak of education iu its tne 
6eD6e> as the French (who, as weti as we, take 
the work from tlte Latin) always use it. 'f he^, 
ui their i^ticulturd works, talk of the "educa- 
tion du Cochoii, de TAllouette, &«.," that is of 
the hog, the lark, and so of other aniimJs ; that 
is to say, of the raanner of breedi^ them, or 
rearing tbem Up, from Uieir being litUe thii^ 
'till they be of full size. 

274. The first thing, in the rearing of children, 
who have passed from the bahy-state, is, as to 
the body, plenty oi good food; »&d, as to tbe 
mind, constant ^oo(^ example m the parents. Of 
4he latter I shall speak more by^and-by. With 
regard to the former, it is of the greatest tm|»orfr- 
ance, that children be well fed ; and there never 
was a greater error than to believe tbat they do 
not need good food. Every one knows, that (o 
have fine horseii, the colta must be kept wdl, and 
.that it is the same with regard to all aiiimiUs of 
every sort and kind. The fine liofses and cattle 
and sheep all come from the rich ptaturea. To 
have them fine, it is not sufficient that thev have 
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jfienty <^ food when youn^ Uut that they hue 
rich/ood. Were there no land, no paetuce, iv 
EngUn4i but web u is ftnuid io Mtddlesek, 
fisaex, and Surrey, we should see none of tboee 
«oiM:ti-hor8es aud dray-hones, whose heijgjit and 
•ise jnake us stare. It is the ie^ toAen yauj^i 
that makes the fine animal. 

275< Tbera is no other reason for the people 
in the American States being generally ao nueb 
taller lutd stronger than the people in ElngUnd 
are. Their forefathers went, for the greater 
pa^t^ from England. In the four Northern 
States they went wholly from England, and then, 
on thdr landing, they founded a new London, • 
new Falmouth, a new Plymouth, a new Ports^ 
meulJi, a new Dover, anew Yarmouth, a new 
Lynn, a new Boston, and a new Hull, and the 
country itself they called, and their deacendante 
ftdll call, N£W EKGLAtm. This country of the 
best and boldest seamen, and of the moat moral 
and happy people in the world, is also the conn- 
try of the talleat and ablest-bodied men in the 
world. And why ? Because, from their very 
birth, they have an abundance oi good food; not 
only flf/ood, but of rick food. Even when die 
child is at the breast, a atrip of beef-ttaak, or 
something of that deaeription, as Ing and as long 
•• one's finger, is put into its hand. When a 
baby gets a thing in its hand, the first thing i 
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does is to poke some part of it into its mouth. 
It cannot bite the meat, hut its gums squeeze out 
the juice. When it has done with the breast, it 
eats meat constantly twice, if not thrice, a day. 
And this abundance of ffood food is the cause, to 
be sure, of the superior size and strength of the 
people of that country. 

276. Nor is this, in any point of vic^w, an unim- 
portant matter. A tall man is, whether as labourer, 
carpenter, bricklayer, soldier or sailor, or almost 
anything else, worth more than a short mm : he 
can look over a higher thing; he can reach 
higher and wider ; he can move on from place to 
place faster ; in mowing grass or corn he takes a 
wider swarth, in pitching he wants a shorter 
prong; in making buildings he does not so soon 
want a ladder or a scaffold ; in fighting he keeps 
his body farther from the point of his sword. 
To be sure, a man may be tall and weak : but, 
this is the exception and not the rule ; height and 
weight and strength, in men as in speechless 
animals, generally go together. Aye, and in 
enterprise and courage too, the powers of the 
body have a great deal to do. Doubtless there 
are, have been, and always will be, great num- 
bers of small and enterprizing and brave men; 
but it is not in nature, that, generally peaking, 
those who are conscious of their inferiority in 
point of bodily strength, should possess the 
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boMness of those who have a contraiy descrip- 
tion' 

^77- To what but this difference in the size and 
strength of the opposing combatants are we to 
ascribe the ever- to -be -blushed- at events of our 
last war against the United States I The heart* 
of our seamen and soldiers were as good as those 
of the Yankees : on both sides they had sprung; 
from the same stock : on both sides equally well 
supplied with all the materials of war : if on 
either side, the superior skill was on ours : French, 
Dutch, Spaniards, all had confessed our superior 
prowess i yet, when, with our whole undivided 
strength, and to that strength adding the flush and 
pride of victory and conquest, crowned even in the 
capital of France ; when, with allthese tremendous 
advantages, and with all the nations of the earth 
looking on, we came foot to foot and yard-arm to 
yard-arm with the Americans, the result was such 
as an English pen refuses to describe. What, 
then, was the great cause of this result, which 
filled us with shame and the world with astotlisb- 
ment ? Not the want of courage in our men. 
There were, indeed, some moral causes at viork; 
but tiie main cause was, the great superiority of 
size and of bodily strength on the part of the 
enemy's soldiers and sailors. It was 80 mam/ 
men on each side ; but it was men of a different 
size and strength ; and, on the side of the foe 
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men accustomed to dwiog enteif rise Uom « 
Gonaciousuesa of that strength. 

278. Why are abstinence and £utti^ eiijailied 
by the Catholic Omtvh ? Why, to Disks ntm 
■^lunble, ntetk, and toUUi and ihey have this 
effect too; thUis vhible inwhoje DMJoiuai waA 
as in indivitluala. So thatgaod food, and plenty 
«f it, is not mbre neeeraaiy to the fonnrng of « 
■toct and akie body thaa to the formiag of an ac*- 
tive and emerpriziag spirit. Poor food, short allow 
aoca, while titey check the growth of the child's 
body, check also the darhig of the inind ; an^ 
therefore, tlie starving or pinching system onf^ 
lo he aVcnded by all means, Chaldrea should eac 
^«i, and as much as they like at a time. Iliey 
will, if at full heap, never take, of plain fooA, 
more than it ia good for them to take. They mayj 
indeed, be stuffed with coitea and tweet Mng* 
(ill the)- be ill, and, indeed, until Uiey bringoa 
xlangerous disorders : but, of tnecd pkanlg and 
uistf cooked,- Bad of bread, they will never swal- 
low the tendi part of an ounce Awe than it il 
necnsary for them to swallow. Ripe frui^ or 
cooked fruit, if no xweetemiig take place, wiQ 
never hurt them; hut^ when^'they once ^t a 
taste for sugary stuff, and to cram down loads of 
garden v^tables ; when ices, creams, tarts, ru- 
ains, almonds, aU the endless painperings com^ 
Ae doetvr moat soon foUdw with his dn^ Tbt 
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blmraig out of the bodie* <^ c^Bdiva with tea, 
coffee, sonpior wbtdi liquids of any kind, is very 
bad : these have an effect precisely like that 
which is prothioed by feeding yBintg rabbits, or 
pigs, or other ysmig anhnals npnn watery vege- 
4^1e8 : it makes tbem big-belUed and baie> 
bmied at the sane time ; and it efiectndiy pre- 
veats ^e franie hvin becoming strong. Childrea 
in health want no drink other thui skim milk, or 
boUer-oiitk, or whey ; and, if none of those be at 
hand, water mil do very well, provided they have 
plenty ttf ffood meat. Cheese and butter do very 
well for part of the day. Puddings and pies ; 
but always without sugar, which, say what peo- 
ple will about the wfu^esomenesg of it, is not only 
of no use in the rearing of children, but iqjurioua : 
it forces an appetite : like stroog drink, it makes 
daily encroachments on the taste : it wheedles 
down that which the stomach does not want : it 
finally produces illness : it is one of the curses of 
the country ; for it, by taking off the bitter of 
the tea and coffee, is the great cause of sending 
down into the stomach those qiiantities of warm 
water by which the body is ttebiUtated and de- 
formed and the mind enfeebled. I am address- 
ing myself to persons in the middle walk of life ; ' 
but no parent can be ture that his child will 
not be compelled to labour hard for its duly 
bread : and then, how vast is the difference be- 
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tw«en one who lias been pampered with sweets 
and one who has been reared on plain food and 
simple drink ! 

2/9. The next thing after good and plentiful 
and plain food is good air. This is not within the 
reach of every one j but, to obt^n it is worth 
great sacrifices in other respects. We know 
that there are amelU which will cause imta^ 
death; we know, that there are others which 
will cause dtfath In a few years ; and, therefore, 
we know that it is the duty of parents lo provide, 
if possible, against this danger to the health of 
their offapring. To be sure, when a man is so 
situated that he cannot give his children sweet 
air without putting himself into a jail for debt : 
when, in short, he has the dire choice of sickly 
children, children with big heads, small limbs, 
and ricketty joints : or children sent to the poor- 
house : when this is his hard lot, he must decide 
for the former sad alternative : but before he 
will convince me that this is his lot, he must 
prove to me, that he and his wife expend not a 
penny in the decoration of their persons ; that on 
his table, morning, noon, or night, noihinff ever 
comes thiit is not the produce of English soil; 
that of his time not one hour is wasted in what is 
called pleasure ; that down his throat not one 
drop or morsel ever goes, unless necessary to 
sustain life and health. How many scores and 
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how many hundreds of men have I seen ; how 
many thousands could I go and point out, to- 
morrow, in London, the money expended on 
whose guzzlings in porter, grog and wine, would 
keep, and keep well, in the country, a consider- 
able part of the year, a wife surrounded by 
healthy children, instead of being stewed up in 
some alley, or back room, with a parcel of poor 
creatures about her, whom she, though their fond 
mother, is almost ashamed to call hers I Com- 
pared with the life of such a woman, that of the 
labourer, however poor, is paradise. Tell me not 
of the necessity oi providing money for them, even 
if you waste not a ferthing ; you can provide . 
them with no money equal in value to health 
and straight limbs and good looks ; these it is, 
if within your power, ^our bounden duty to pro- 
vide for them ; as to providing them with money, 
you deceive yourself; it is your awn avarice, or 
vanity, that you arc seeking to gratify, and not 
to ensure the good of your children. Their most 
precious possession is health and strength ; and 
you have no right to run the risk of depriving 
them of these for the sake of heaping together 
money to bestow on them : you have the desire 
to see them rich : it is to gratify yourse^ that 
you act in such a case ; and you, however you 
may deceive yourself, are guilty of injustice to- 
wards them. You would be ashamed to see 
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them witiavt foTiwat ; but ovt »t all Kabarae4 
to see tliem without straight limbs, wickout eo- 
lour in their cheeks, without etrmg^, without 
acdvity, and with ooJy half their due |>artion oi 
ressoo. 

260. Besides axeet air, chUdcea vaaiexercue. 
Evea when tb«y are babies in anus, they want 
tMsing and pulling about, and waitf talking aud 
Bulging to. They should be ^tut upon their feet 
by slow degrees, accordiug to the strength of their 
legs } wad this is a matter whidi a good mother 
will attend to with incessant care, it they apr 
pear to be likely to squint, she will, always when 
they wake up, and frequently in the day, take 
care to })reieDt some pleasing object rujA/ iiefitre, 
aad never on the aide of their face. IF they ap- 
pear, when they begin to talk, te indicate apro- 
pennty to atamm^, she will stop them, repeat 
the word or words dowly herself, and get them 
to do the same. These precautions are amongst 
the most sacred of the duties of parents ; fur, 
remember, the deformity is /or Ufe ; a thought 
which will fill every good parent's heart with 
aolicitude. AH stoaddHng and tight covering are 
miaclnevous. They .produce distortions of some 
sort or other. To let children creep and roll 
about till they get upon their legs of themselves 
is a very good way, I never saw a native Ame- 
rican with ^rodied limbs or hump-back, and 
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uevcr heard any man SAy that he had seen one. 
Aod the reason ia, doubtlete, the loo«e drew in 
whidi childien, from the moment of their birtb, 
are kept, the good food that they always have, 
and the sweet air that tbey breathe in conse- 
quence of the abset^ce of all dread of poverty on 
the part of the parcflits. 

231. As to bodily exercise, they will, when 
they begin to get about, take, if you let them 
alone, just as mucli of it as nature bids them, 
and no more. Tltat is a pretty deal, indeed, if 
xbey be in health ; and, it is your duty, now» to 
provide for th^r taking of thu exercise, when they 
begin to be what are called hotfi and jfirls, in a way 
thatdhall tend to give them the greatest degree of 
pleasure, aceompaokd with the smallest nA of 
psia; ia other words, to make their Uvea atplew- 
■aaai a* youpombh/ can. 1 have always admired 
the seatiment of Rousseau upon this subject. 
"The boy dies, perh^s, at the a^ of lea or 
" twelve. OfwhatusCftlien, all Uie restraints, all 
" the privations, all the pain, that yon have ia- 
" fiicted upon him? He falls, and leaves your mind 
*' to brood over the possibility of your having 
" abridged a life so dear to you." i do notre> 
collect tfae very words } but the passage made a 
deep in^)resai«m upon my mind, just at the time, 
toe, when I was about to become a father ; and 
I was resolved never to bring upon uyself re- 
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morse from such fi cause ; a resolnlion from 
which no importunities, coming from what quar- 
ter they might, ever induced me, in one single in- 
stance, or for one single moment, to depart. I 
was resolved to forego all the means of making 
money, all the means of living in any thing like 
fashion, all the means of obtaining fame or dis- 
tinction, to give up every thing, to become a com- 
mon labourer, rather t!ian make my children 
lead a life of restraint and rebuke ; I could not 
lie sure that my children would love me as they 
loved their own lives ; but I was, at any rate, 
resolved to deserve such love at their hands ; 
and, in possession of that, I felt that I could set 
calamity, of whatever description, at defiance. 

282. Now, proceeding to relate what was, in this 
respect, my line of conduct. I am not pretending 
that every man, and particularly every man living 
in a town, can, in all respects, do as I did in the 
rearing up of children. But, in many respects, 
any man may, whatever may be his state of life. 
For I did not lead an idle life; I had to work 
constantly for the means of living; my occupa- 
don required unremitted attention ; 1 had no- 
thing but my labour to rely on ; and I had no 
friend, to whom, in case of need, I could fly for 
assistance ! 1 always saw the possibility, and even 
the probability, of being totally mined by the 
hand of power ; but, happen what would, 1 was 
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resolved, that, hs long as I cotild cause them to 
do it, my children should lead happy lives ; and 
happy lives they did lead, if ever children did in 
this whole world. 

283. The first thing that I did, when the fourth 
child had come, was to get into tfie country, and 
so far as to render a going backward and for- 
ward to London, at short intervals, quite out of 
the (piestion. Thus was health, the greatest of 
all things, provided for, as far as 1 was able to 
make the provision. Nejtt, my being d/wo^J at 
home was secured as far as possible j always with 
them to set an example of early rising, sobriety, 
and application to something or other. Chil- 
dren, and especially boys, will have some out-of- 
doors pursuits ; and it was my duty to lead them 
to choose such pursuits as combined future utility 
with present innocen.ce. Eaeh his flower-bed, 
little garden, plantation of trees ; rabbits, dogs, 
asses, horses, pheasants and hares; hoes, spades, 
whips, guns; always some object of lively inte- 
rest, and as much earnestness and bustle about 
the various objects as if our living had solely de- 
pended upon them. 1 made every thing give 
way to the great object of making their lives 
happy and innocent, i did not know what they 
might be in time, or what might be my lot ; but 
J was resolved not to be the cause of tlieir being 
unhappy then, let what might become of us after- 
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wanls. I was, a& I am, of opinion, that it is io- 
jurioua to the mind to press book-Uanrng vpoa 
it at an ea^^f age : I always felt pain tot poor 
little ttiings, set up, before " company," to re- 
peal verses, or bits of plays, at mx or eight years - 
old. I bare sometimes not known wbich tvmjr to 
look, when a mother (and, too often, a father), 
whom I could not but respect on account o^ her 
fondness for her child, has forced the feeble-voiced 
eighth wonder of the world, to stand with its lit* 
tie hand stretched out, spouting the toUioq^f qf 
Hamiet, or some such thing. I remeuber, o* 
0ne occasion, a little pale-faced creature, eoly 
five years old, was brought in, after ^!b.i feeding 
ftart of the dinner was over, first to take his nga- 
lar half-glass of vintner's brewiugs, cobhiwdIj 
called wine, and then to treat us to a display of 
his wonderful genius. Tbe subject was a speech 
of a robust and bold youth, in a Scotch play, the 
title of which I have forgotten, but the speech 
b^;»n witii, " My name is Norval : on the Grain- 
" pian Hills my father &d bis fiocks ..." And 
this in a voice so weak and diutressing as to put 
ne in mind of the plaintive sqneakii^ of little 
pigs when the sow is lying on them. As we were 
g4»ng home (one of my boys and I) be, ^ter a 
silence of half a mile perhaps, rode up dose to 
the side of my horse, and said, " Papa, where Ae 
" the Gran^m Hillt F" " Oh,'' said I, ** they 
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"wemSeotland; poor, barren, leggarfy place*, 
** coTcred witfi heath and rushes, ten times as 
** biirren as Sherril Heath." *' But," said he, 
" h(W«ould that Iitlle boy's father fced MtflockB 
" there, then ?" I was ready to tumble off the 
horse with laughing. 

264. I do not know any thing much more dis- 
tresaii^ to the spectators than exhibitions of this 
90ft. Every one feels, not for the child, for it is 
insensible to the uneasiness it excites, but For the 
parents, whose amiable fondness displays itself in 
this ridiculous manner. Upon these occasions, 
no one knows wbut to say, or whither to direct 
his looks. The parents, and especially the fond 
mother, looks sharply round for the so-«Tidently 
merited applause, as an actor of the name of 
Mtjwogn, whom I recollect thirty years ago, 
used, when he had treated ns to a witty shrug'of 
' his shoulders, or twist of his chin, to turn his face 
up to the gallery iior the clap. If 1 had to de* 
dare on my oath which have been the most dis- 
^reeable moments of my life, I verily believe,, 
that, after dae consideration, I should fix upon 
those, in which parents, whom I have respected, 
have made me endure exhibitions tike these ; fbr, 
this ta your choice, to lie irmncert, or tojrtve 

28S. And, as towards tJ» chiH, H n to be 
■mgvri,-^m»Xb teach itto act m 'high irine on 
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trifling, not to say mischievous, attainments ; to 
make it, whether it be in its natural disposition 
or not, vain and conceited. The plandtts wliich 
it receives, in such cases, pufll!> it up in its own 
thoughts, sends it out into the world stuffed with 
pride and insolence, which must and wilt be ex- 
tracted out of it by one means or another ; and 
none but those who have had to endure the draw- 
ing of firmly-fixed teeth, can, I take it, have an 
adequate idea of the painfulness of this operation. 
Now, parents have no right tlius to indulge their 
own feelings at the risk of the happiness of their 
children. 

286. The great matter is, however, the spoiU 
wg of the mind by forcing on it thoughts which 
it is not fit to receive. We know well, we daily 
see, that in men, as well as in other animals, the 
body is rendered comparatively small and feeble 
by being heavily loaded, or liard worked, before 
it arrive at size and strength proportioned to such 
load and such work. It is just so with the mind: 
the attempt to put old heads upon young shoul- 
ders is just as unreasonable as it would be to ex- 
pect a colt six months old to he able to carry a 
man. The mind, as well as the body, requires 
time to come to its strength ; and the way to 
have it possess, at last, its natural strength, is 
not to attempt to load it too soon ; and to favour 
it in its progress by giving to the body good and 
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plentiful food, si^reet air, and abundant e 
accompanied with aa little dUconteiit or uneasi- 
ness- as possible. It is universally known, that 
ailments of the bodyare, in many cases, sufBdent 
to destroy the mind, and to debilitate it in iimu- 
merable instances. It is equally well known, 
tliatthe torments of the mind are, in many cases, 
sufficient to deitroy the body. This, then, being 
so well known, is it not the firnt duty of a father 
to secure to his children, if possible, sound and 
strong bodies? Lord Bacon says, that "a 
" sound mind in a sound body is the greatest of 
" God's blessings." To see his children possess 
these, therefore, ouglit to be the first object with 
every father ; an object which I cannot loo often 
endeavour to fix in his mind. 

2S7. I am to speak presently of that sort of 
learmng which is derived from books, and which 
is a matter by no means to be neglected, or to be 
thought little of, seeing that it is the road, not 
only to fame, but to the means of doing great 
good to one's neighbours and to one's country, 
and, thereby, of adding to those pleasant feelings 
which are, in other words, our happiness. But, 
notwithstanding this, I must here insist, and en- 
deavour to impress Sny opinion upon the mind of 
every father, that his children's happiness ought 
to be )\n first object; that boak-tearmng, if it 
tend to militate against this, ought to be disre- 
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garded ; and thnt, as to mmey, ae -to fortune, as 
to rank and title, that father who Can, in ttie dea- 
tination of his children, think of them tnoie titan 
of the ht^tpinese of those ciuldren, is, if he be of 
sane mind, a great criminal. Who is there, bar- 
ing lived to the age of thirty, or eren twenty, 
jwars, and having the ordinary cajtscity for ob- 
servation ; who is there, being of this deseriptioB, 
who most not be convinced of the inadequacy of 
ricAes and what are called konourt to insure Asp- 
phteasl Who, amongst all the classes of men, 
experience, on an average, so little of real plea- 
sure, and so much of rea? pain as the rit+ and the 
lofty ? PoPB gives us, as the materials for hap- 
piness, " health, peace, and competence." Aye, 
but what is peace, and what « competence ? If, 
by j^eoce, he mean that tranquillity of mind which 
innocence and good deeds produce, lie is right 
and clear so fta ; for we all know that, without 
health, which has a w^l-known positive mem- 
ing, there can be no happiness. &at ampetenee 
is a word of unfixed meantng. It may, with^ome, 
mean enough to eat, drink, wear and be lodged 
and warmed with ; but, with Others, it may in- 
clude horses, carriages, and footmen laeetl over ' 
from top to toe. So that, here, we iiave no 
giride; no standard; and, indeed, there can 'be 
none. But as -every sensible father must know 
that thepossessioDof iiche»doBM, twver did, vaA 
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tiever can, afford even a chance of additiontd 
h^piaeea, it is hia duty to inculcate in the niinda 
of hia children to make na sacrifice of principle, 
ef moral obligation of any sort, in order l» obtaia 
tiches, or distinction ; and it ia a duty still man, 
imperative on him, not to expose them to the risk 
of loss of health, or diminution of strength, for 
purposes which have, either directly or indirectly^ 
the acquiring of riches in view, whether for him- 
self or for them. 

288. With these principles immoveably im-^ 
planted in my mind, I became the father of a 
family, . and on these principles I have reared 
that family. Being myself fond of book-learfdng, 
and knowing well its powers, I naturally wished 
them to possess it too ; but never did [ impose it 
Vpon any one of them. My first duty was to 
make them healthy and slronff, if I could, and to., 
^ve them aa much enjoyment of life as possible. 
BcHU and bred up in the sweet ^r myself, 1 was 
resolved that they should be bred up in it too. 
Enjoying rural scenes and sporta, as I had done, 
when a boy, as much as any one that ever was 
bom, I was resolved, that they should have tbe^ 
awne enjoyments tendered to them. When X 
was a very little boy, I was, in the barley-sowing 
season, going along by the side of a field, Ujear 
Wavbrlt Abbbt; the primroses and bliie-bella 
bespangling the banks on. both sides of me j a 
thousand liimeta singing in a spreading oak over 
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mj^ bead ; while Ute jingle sf tha trac0» and- lbs 
whutling of the plougMrajra saluted my^ mr. from 
<n>er Uie hedg«}' and, as it were to watoh me 
from the enchantmeBt, the hoimdf^ at that iiip<' 
,atan^ having stulied a hare, in ^a hanger on* die 
•ttierside of the.fieTd, came up: Ksmparing^ orer 
k in fiill ory> talung me after tbem many a mile. 
I was not more than nght years old'; huttldS' 
particular Bceae has presented itself to my miad 
many times every year from that day to this. I) 
always enjoy it ovei again ; and 1 was resolved 
to give; if possible, the aanie enjoymente bo mj; 
•bildren. 

' 369. Men's oircumstanoes are so various; 
there is auehagteat vwiety in their situations in 
Bfe, th^f buHness, the extent of tfaar pecuniary 
meanS) the local state in wluch they are plaoe^ 
Hieir internal resourem; the variety ia til tfaeae 
zespects is so great, that^ as ^plicable-to Miergr 
jbmily, it would be impossible tol^ dotnyany 
set of rules, or maxims, touching amy matter 
lelating to the management and rearing up of 
children. In giving an acoonnt, Uiereforej of tNjr 
mm conduct, in this respect, 1 am not to be no- 
derstood as supposing, thacevery father eon} «^ 
Ought, to attempt to do the aama; bub whale'itr 
■mil be seen, that there are msNy, siid'these>th» 
noct impottant puta of that ooaduct,. that oB 
fethert may imitate, ifi they citoote^ dtere ia ao 
part of it whieh. thoasmid* and tfaousmida oC ' 
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fiidiers might not vAopt and pur«ue, ftnti adhei^ 
t^ to tbe very letter. 

300: I effected every thing without scolding, ,- 
sod- sren withonr conMnwu^ My children are a 
&mil^ of BcAolars, each sex its appropriate spe-- 
des of learning; and, I could safely take my 
oatfaj that I never ordered a child of mine, son or 
daughter, to look itiio a bonlc, in my life. My 
two eldest sons, when about eight years old,< 
were, for the sake of their health, placed for a- 
▼eiy short time, at s Clergyman's at MiChbl- 
DBTfiff, and my dd^t daughter, a little older, at 
ftwhool a few miles from Botley, to avoid taking 
them to London in the winter. But, with these 
CBceeptions, never had they, while children, teacher 
of any description ; And 1 never, and nobody else' 
ever, tai^ht any one of them to read, write, or 
any thing else, except in cotmersation ; and, yet, 
no man was ever more anxious to be the father of- 
a family of clever and learned persons. 

291. I accomplished my purpose indireetbf.- 
Tha firet thing ot all was health, which was se- 
cured by the deeply- interesting and never-ending- 
' ipartt of the field and pleasures of the garden,- 
Lackily these things were treated of in books and' 
pictures of endless variety j so that ^n wet doj/a^ 
in i(Mip ewBH^x, these came into play,' Alai^ge,' 
strtMig. taUe, in the middle of the room, their 
nother sitting at her work, used to be surrounded 
with tfaeiD, the - baby, if Ug enough, sirt up in jt 
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^igh chair. Here were iiik-etands, pens, pencils, 
India rubber, and paper, all in abundanee, aud 
every one scrabbled about as he or she pleased, 
^ere were prints of animals of all sorts ; books- 
treating of them : others treating of gardening, of 
flowers, of busbandrj', of hunting, coursing, shoot- 
ing, fishing, planting, and, in short, of every thing, 
with regard to which we had something to <h. 
One would be trying to imitate a bit of my writ- 
ing, another drawaig the pictures of some of our 
dogs or horses, a third poking over Bewick's Qua- 
drupeds, and picking out what he said about, 
them ; but our book of never-failing resource was 
the French Maison Rustique, or Farm-House, 
which, it is said, was the book that first tempted 
BuQUBSNois (i think that was the name), the 
famous physician, in the reign of Louis XIV., 
to learn to read. Here are all the four-legged 
animats, from the horse down to the mouse, 
. portraits and all ; all die birds, reptilea, insects ; 
all the modes of rearing, managing, and using 
the tame ones ; all the modes of taking the wild 
ones, and of destroying those that are mischie- . 
vous ; all the various traps, springs, nets ; all the 
implements of husbandry and gardening ; all the 
labours of the field and the garden exhibited, as 
well as the rest, in plates ; and, there was I, in 
tny leisure moments, to join this inquisitive group, 
to read the French, and tell them what it meaned 
in Ettglieh, when the picture did not suffidently 
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explain itself. I never have beeu without a Qopj 
«f this book /or .forty years, except during the 
time that 1 was fleeing from the dungems of 
Castlerbagi] and Siduoeitm, in 1817; and, 
' when J got to Long blimd, the first book I 
ioujrA/'was another Maison RusTiQUB. > 

292. What need had we of tchooU ? What 
need of teachers ? What need pf scaling and 
force, to induce children to read, write, and love 
lxK>Ks7 WhatattA<iiearda,dice,qt oi any games f 
to ** ^l time } " but, ib fact, to implant in die idt- 
fant heart a love of gamng, one of the moUt 
destructive of all human vices ? We did not waid 
to " kiU time .- " we wer« always bu»y, wet 
-weather or dry weather, winter or summer. Tliere 
wa} wo force in any case; no command; no 
jmihority; none of these was ever wanted. To 
.teach the Children the habit of early rising was a 
great object ; and every one knows how young 
:people cling to their beds, and how loth they are 
to go to those beds. This was a capital matter ; 
■because, here were industry/ and health both at 
stake. Yet, I avoided command even here ; and 
merely offered a reward. 'Vbe child that was 
. down stairs first, was called the LARxybr tJutt 
d<^ S and, further, sat at my r^ht hand at din- 
ner. They soon discovered, that to rise early, 
they must go to bed early ; and thus was this 
most important object secured, with regard to 
girls as well as boys. Nothing more incoiive- 
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lUfint, and, indeed, more dwgwtiog, Gban to hfn« 
to do with g^rls, or young women, wbo lom^ ift 
tbed : "A little more-sleep, a little more sluiabcr, 
la little more folding of the hands to alwp.'* 
fioi«H(»i knew them well : Ite hadj t dare %aj, 
seen the breakfast cooling, carriages Anil htmM 
and servants waiting, the sun coming burnii^-onj 
die day wasting, tbenight growing da^ too ea^, 
appointments broken, and the objects of joorDc^ 
,deCMrted; and all this^nHO the lolloping In bed 
«f persona wbe ought have risen mtk the snn. 
^o beauty, no modesty, ao aceomplisbm^its, an 
« compensation for the ^eota ot laziness 'im 
women f and, of all the proofs of laainess, none'is 
BO unequivocal as that df lying late in bed. Len 
makes men overlook this vice (for it is a vtc^t 
for a w/tite ; but, this does not last for tiCe. Bs- 
-sides/AesttA demands early rising: fhemaa^a- 
jnent of a house imperioudy deEBands it; IhC 
health, that most precious possession, withoitt 
which there is notiiit^ else worth possesan^ 
4emands it too. The meming air is the -most 
wholesome aod strei^tfaening : «ven in crowded 
cities, men might do pretty weU with ihe wd «f 
-die morning air ; but, how are they to riiseeafly, 
if they^tobedie^j' 

293. But, to do the things I did, yon nwft 
Jove home yourself ; to rear up children 'in ^is 
manner, you must live mtA tkem; you mnit 
m^e them, too, /<W, by your conduct, that yem 
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^^ftr tKM to saj 'o^er •mode of passing your 
4irae. All mm cannot le«d tliifi eort nf life, hat 
«MUiy tn^ ; and all much Booie thui mmy da. 
Aly OQCBpotion, to be anre, was chiefly carried on 
«tf home-i but, f had Always enough to de; I 
Mever spent an i«Ue week, er even day, in my 
-whole life. Yet I found time to t^ with them, 
to Walk, or ride, about tmA them ; and when 
ibrced to go from home, always took one or motta 
with me. You most be good-tempered too with 
tbemj they mnst like your company iietter than 
«ny other person's ; they muat not wish ytm 
.away, not fear youp coming back, not look upoD 
your departure as a '^&^. When my business . 
jKpt mt away from the.MniA£fif^table, a ftAi- 
tion often came, that I would go and ia& with 
ihe gtodp, and the bearer -generally w«s thfe 
yoaRgest,being.diemo8t[ikdy to succeed. When 
1 went irem home, all followed me to the outei>- 
jlftte, and looked after me, till the carriage, de 
Jiorse, was out of sight* At the time appointed 
ifer my return, all were prepared to meet me ; 
and if it were late at sight, they aat np as lon£- 
■s they were able to keep their eyes open. Thu 
\m% of .{Hrente, and this constanf pleasure at 
Aome, made tliem not eVenl^ink of seeking plea^ 
sun abroad t and Ibey, tbus, were kept from 
vieions playmates and early corruption. 

£94. This is the age, too, to teach ehildm) 
to be tnut-wvrtkji, and to be men^iU and 
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kumane. We lived in a gartkn of about two 
acres, partly kitchen-garden with walls, partly 

-ahrubbery uid trees, and partly grass. There 
were the peaches, as tempting as any that ever 
^rew, and yet as safe from fingers as if no child 
were ever in the garden. It was not necessary to 

^Jbrhid. llie blackbirds, the thrushes, the white- 
throats, and even that very shy bird the goldfinch, 
had their nests and bred up their young-ones, iq 
:great abundance, all about this little spot, con- 
-8tant}y the play-place of six children ; and oD6 

. of the latter had its nest, and brought up Its 
young-ones, in a raapberry-bvsh, within two 
yards of a walk, and at the time that we wer6 
-gathering the ripe raspberries. We give dogf^ 
«nd justly, great credit for sagacity and memory^ 
but the following two most curious instances, 
tvhich I should not venture to sute, if there were 
not so many witnesses to the facts, in my neigh- 
hours at BoUey, as well as in my own family, 
will show, that birds are not, in this respct, in* 
ferior to the canine race. All country peoplS 
know that the skylark is a very shy bird ; that 
its abode Is the open fields : that it setties on 
the ground only ; that it seeks safety in the 
wideness of space ; that it avoids enclosures, and 
U never seen in gardens. A part of our ground 
was Bgrass-plat of shout Jbrlj/ rods, or a quarter 
of an acre, which, one year, waa left to be mowed 
jfor hay. A pur of larks, comigg out of the 
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-fields into the middle of a pretty populous village, 
chose to make their nest in the iniddle of this 
.little qpot, and at not more than about thirty' 
five yarda from one of the doors of the house, in 
which there were about twelve persons living, 
-and six of those children, who had constant 
access to all parts of the ground, lliere we saw 
the cock rising np and singing, then taking his 
.turn upon the e^s ; and by-and-by, we observed 
him cease to sing, and saw them both constant^ . 
eiigaged ia bringing food to the young ones. No 
umntelligible hint to fathers and mothers of the 
human race, who have, before marriage, taken 
delight in magic. But the time came for mounn^- 
the grass I I waited a good many days for the 
.brood to get away ; but, at last, I determined on 
the day ; and if the larks were there still, tO' 
leave a patch of grass standing round them. In 
x>rder not to keep them in dread longer than ne- 
cessary, I brought three able mowers, who would 
cut the whole in about an hour ; and as the plat 
was nearly circular, set them to mow round, be- 
ginning at the outside. And now for sagacity 
indeed ! The moment the- men began to whet 
their scythes, the two old larks began to flutter 
over the nest, and to make a great clamour. 
When ttie men began to mow, th^ Sew round 
and round, stooping so low, when near the men^ 
«s almost to touch tlieir bodies, making a great 
chattering ^t the same time ; but before the mea 
s5 
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faad got roynd with the second swHth, they flev 
to the neU, and away they went, young ones and 
all, acroae the nver, at the foot of tbe grounS, 
and settled in tbe loag grass in my naghbonr^jB 
orchard. 

295. The other instance relates to a housb- 
MAaTBsr. It is well known that these I»sda 
buijd their nesta under the eaves of inbrabitad 
houses, nnd sometimes uiid« those of .door 
porches ; but we liad one that built its nest m 
the fumte, and upon ^e top o( a common dooe- 
CAse, tbe door of which c^ned into a room .out 
of the main passage into the house. PeiceiTiog 
the marten had begun to build its neat here, we 
kept the front-door t^u in the daytime; but 
were obliged to fasten it at tiight. It went on, 
bad eggs> youDg ones, and the young .ones flew. 
] used to open the door in the tnprniiig early, and 
then the bitds carried on ttieir affairs till nif^. 
Tbe next ^eorthe mahtbn came again, and had 
aaotker brood in the same pUioe. It lousd its 
old neat ; and having repaired it, and put it in 
order, went en again in the former way; a>d itt= 
would, I dare say, have continued to coine to die 
end of its life, if we had remained Uiere so'long,^ 
notmthstanding there were six healthy ckildrea 
iu tbe house, making just as much noise as they 
|t) eased. 

296r Now, what eagacUy in these binds, to 
di«»>ver that those were places of aaletjr ! And 
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k*w ba^y inuit it bofve mttde us, tlie |>Rrene5, to 
lie ntre that our children h&d thus de^ly hnbUwd 
iuAiti the contrary irf crueity 1 For, be it -en- 
graven on your heart, toun« ham, tha^ wfaa^ 
ever ippetaanoes may say to the contrary, enie/% 
« ahvays accompanied with cowartHae, and ^sd 
with perfidi/, whbn thltt is caDcjd for by the ciiv- 
oiitnBtrac«s of the case ; and that AodiAuf/ acta tf 
crvdty to other creatures, will, nine times otft 
of ten, produce, when the power is po9ietsc<^ 
cmetty to human beings. The ill-nsage othorsea^ 
and particularly oaaei, is a grave sod a juat 
change against this nation. No odie^ nation on 
«ardi is gatlty of it to the same extent. Not 
oniy by biews, but by privation, are fre Cruel . 
towards these useful, docile, and patient crea- 
tures ; and especially towards the last, which is 
ttie most docile and padent and laborieus of the 
two, while the food that satisfies it,- is of tjte 
coarsest and least costly kind, and in quantity 
«o small ! la the habitual ill-treatment of this 
Animal, which, in addition to ril its labours, has 
tbemilk taken from ita young ones to administer 
a remedy for tyai ailments, there is something 
that'bespeaks iiyfatitudt hardly to be described. 
In m, REfitsTBR that I wrot« from liong hiand, [ 
aaid, that amongst all the things of which I had beeA 
bereft,'! regretted ntrone so much as a very dimi- 
nvtire mare, on which my children had ^1, in 
awKressioii, leatned to ride. She was become 
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nselees for them, and, indeed, for any other pnr- 
pose; but the recollection of her waa so entwined 
with so many past circumatancea, which, at that 
distance, my mind conjured up, that I really was 
ivry uneasy, lest she should fall into cruel handa. 
By good Iticlc, she was, after a while, turned out 
-on t}ie wide world to shift for herself; and when 
we got baclt, and had a place for her to stand in, 
from her native forest we brought^her to Ken-, 
^ington, and she is now at Barn-Elm, about 
twenty-six years old, and 1 dare say, as fat as a 
mole. Now, not only have I no moral liffht 
(considering my ability to pay for keep) to de- 
prive her of life ; but it would be unjtut and tot - 
grateful, in me to withhold from her sufficient 
food and lodging to make life as pleasant as pos- 
sible while that life last. 

297. In the meanwhile the book-learning ergj* 
m of its own accord, by imperceptible degrees. 
<3hildren naturally want to be like their parent!, 
and to do what they do : the boys folU)wing thcit 
father, and the girls their mother ; and as I was 
always iwi/iniT or readmff, mine naturally desired 
to do something in the same way. But, at the 
same time, they heard no talk from /oo/» or 
dritiiers; saw me with no idle, gabbling, empty 
companions j saw no vain and affected coxcomb^ 
and no tawdry and extravagant women ; saw no 
nasty gormandizing ; and heard no gabble about 
play-houses and romances and the other non- 
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sense that fit boys to be lobby-laungere, and girls 
to be the riMB of industrious and fnigal young 
men. 

298. We wanted no stimulants of this sort to 
ketp t^ oar ynrits .* our various pleasing pUF> 
suits were quite sufficient for that ; and the booi* 
leaning came unongst the rest of the pleasures} 
to which it was, iii some sort, necessary. I le- 
member that, one year, I raised a prodigious crop 
of fine mehna, under hand-glasses ; and I learned 
how to do it from a gaidening bookj or, at least, 
that book was necessary to remind me of the de« 
tails. Having passed part of an evening in talk- 
ing to the boys about getting this crop, '" Come," 
said I, " now, let ua read the book," Then the 
book came forth, and to work we went, following 
very strictly the precepts of the hook. I read 
the thing but once, but the eldest hoy read it, 
perhaps, twenty times over; and expldned all 
about the matter to the others. Why here waa 
a motive I Then he had to tell the garden- 
labourer what to do to the melons. Now, I will 
engage, that more was really teamed by this sin- 
gle lesion, than would have been learned hy spend- 
ing,at this son'sage, a year at school; andheAoppy 
and deS^fhted all the while. When any dispute 
arose amongst them about hunting or shooting, 
or any other of their pursuits, they, by degrees, 
found out the way of setding it by reference to 
some book ; and when any difficulty occurred, a* 
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4o the neBsing, they referred to Aie, wlffl, if «t 

^matters. 

299. T^ey begmn wrtting by 4>«king words ^ut 
- -of prinied books; fiadiag <ntt WhiiA letter ww 
which, by aekmg me, t»- oskti^ ttese irho knew 
4Jw tetters one from onotheT; and 1^ imifatthig 
bits^f my wriciiig, it is 8ur|Hising bvw booh they 
At^an to wiile irhand like mine, veryfltnall^TCfy 
fahit-stroked, and nearly plain as {Hint. ?Ym 
£rst use that any one of them made of the ped, 

' was to rerite to me, though in tJie same houte 
mtti them. They began doiqg thin in mere 
tenches, before they knew how to make any out 
iettn*; and as I waa alwaya folding up letters and 
dil«cting them, bo were they j and they were 9wie 
to receive a pron^ anatoer, with most enevn- 
raffmff complimcDtB. All the meddHngs and 
teazingB of friends, and, what was mere serioii^ 
the pressing prayers of their anxious mother, 
about sending them to tchool, 1 withstood with- 
out the sTightest effect «« my reaohition. As to 
friends, preferring my owu judgment to theiiv, I 

.^d Dot care iBuchj but ad expression of aiixiety} 
implying a doubt of the soundness of my own judg- 
■leol, coming, perhaps, twenty times « dayfrom 
her whose care they were as well as nuae^ was 
not a matter to smile a^ aod very great troubk 
it did give me. My aaswer at last was, as to thB 
boys, I want them to be Uke me; and as to the 
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giiisr Id whose bande can they be u) aaCe aa in 
potira ? Therefore mjr resolution is taJuai : g» i» 
mAaal they ahaU not. 

JMtO. Nad»o^ IB much atore stuuijiii^ &aa tfae- 
MiiermeddHT^ ofjritmdit, in acase ^e this. The 
vaie afipeals to thtmt, and " ffood breeding," that 
is to say, nontefae, le sure to put them on her 
mde. Then, they, particularly the women, when 
describing the sKrpriai^ prt^ew made by their 
van sons at school, uaed, if one of mine wen 
present, to turn to him, and ask, to wbat school 
he tee^, and what fte was leartting ? I leave an^ 
tTne to jud}^ of i^ opiHioti of her ; and'whefter 
Ae would like her the better for that I " Bless 
"me, 80 tall, andnof feomerf any thing j«tf/" 
" Oh yes, be has," I used to eay, " he has learned 
" to ride, and hunt, and shoot, and fish, and look 
*' after cattle and sheep, and to work in thegar- 
'* den, and to feed lus dags, and to go froiB vil- 
" lage to viliage in the dark." This was the w^ 
I used to manage with troublesame eustomenof 
this sort. And how glad thg children used to l*e, 
when they got clear of such criticising peo^ \ 
And how grateful th^ felt to me for the protee- 
tioa wliich they saw that I gave them against 
that state of restraint, of which other pec^te's 
boj-s complained ! Go whither they might, they 
found no place so pleasant as home, and no scml 
that came near them aHording them so manj 
means of gratifieation as they received from ne. 
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301. ifn thia liappy state we lived, until tbe 
year 1810, when the goTemment \a.id its mercir 
less fangs upon me, dragged- me from these de* 
lights, and crammed me into ajml amonggifehma j 
of which I shall have to speak more fiilly, when, 
in the last Number, I come to speak of the duties 
of TBB Citizen. This added to the difficulties 
-of my task of teaching ; for now I was snatched 
away from the onfy scene in which it could, as I 
thought, properly be executed. But even these 
difficulties were got over. The blow was, to be 
sure, a terrible one ; and, oh God ! how was it 
felt by these poor children ! It_was in the month 
of July when the horrible sentence vras passed 
upon me. My wife, having left hei children in 
the care of her good and affectionate sisttr, was 
in London, waiting to know the doom of her 
husband. When the news arrived at3otIey, the 
ihree boys, one eleven, another nine, and the other 
seven, years old, were hoeing cabbages in that 
gaiden which had been the source of so much 
delight. When th^ account of the savage sen- 
tence was brought to them, the youngest could 
-not, for some time, be mttde to understand what 
tkjaii was ; and, when he did, he, all in a tremor, 
exclaimed, " Now I'm sure, William, that Papa 
is not jn a place Hke thai .'" The other, in order 
to di^;uise his tears and smother his sobs, fell 
to work with the hoe, and chopped about U^ a 
^ad penotii This account, when it reached 
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me, affected me raore, filled me with deeper re- 
-sentmentj than any other circumstance. And) 
oh ! how I despise the wretches who talk of my 
vindictwene»» J of my eauUaiion at the confustdti 
of those who inflicted those sufferings ! How I de> 
^pise the base creatures, the crawling slaves, tha 
callous and cowardly hypocrites, who affect to be 
"shocked" (tender souls!) at my expressions of 
joy, and at the death of Gibbs, Ellenborough, 
Percivai, Liverpool, Canning, and the rest of the 
tribe that 1 have already seen out, and at the 
fatal workings of thai atfstem, for endeavouring 
.to check which I was thus punished 1 How I 
despise these wretches, and how I, above all 
things, et^oy their ruin, and anticipate their 
Utter beggary ! What I 1 am to forgive, am l^ 
injuries like this ; - and that, too, without any 
atonement? Oh, no ! 1 have not so read the 
Holy Scriptures ; I have not, from them, learned 
that 1 am not to rejoice at the fall of unjust 
foea } and it makes a part of my happiness to be 
nble to tell milHoni of men that I do thus rejoice, 
and that 1 4iave the means of calling on so many 
just and merciful men to rejoice along with me. 

802,Now, then, the book-lear^tffvraa forced 
upon ue. I had a/arm in hand. It was necea« 
Bary that I should be constantly informed of what 
was doing. I gave all the ordera, whether as to 
purchases, sales, ploughing, sowing, breeding} 
in short, with regard to every thing, and the 
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^ngB 'were endUn in number rad "nriety, ^id 
■always faii of mtemt. My ddast son and daogh- 
««T CfMild now write wdl Bnd hst. One or lie 
•other of these ww always at Botl^; «nd I had 
. 5*kh me (having hired the best put of tlie 
4oeper'B hijuse)' one or two, besides either tins 
imcher or sister ; the mo^er coming up to town 
«boat once in two or three mon^e, leawag the 
iiooae and children in the care of her ststec We 
imd a HSMPsn, with a lock and two kejn, irtudi 
'came up once a week, or ofiener, bringing ne 
imit and i^ sorts of conntry &Fe, far the carriage 
sf which, coat free, I vum indebted to as gsad^ 
unan as ever Qod created, the late Mr. GBoaci 
fiocEits, of Southampton, wfae^ in the- priau of 
iife, died deeply lamented by thousmda, bat 1^ 
ODne more deeply thwi by me and iny- femilj^ 
who have to thank him^ and the whote of hn a»- 
iCflllent family, for benefits and marks of kindnesa 
anthout number. 

303. This HAMPER, wbich'WBs alwarrs, at bedi 
■ends of the line, looked for with the moS livdy 
4eehng8, became ow acheel. It brought me • 
Journal of laioun, jirooMiSnga, and eeevrmtees, 
written on p^ier ctf shape and size tuiifbrm, and 
as contrived, as to margins, tu to admit of bin4> 
ang. The jonfnal usifcd, «4en my con was the 
writer, to be interspersed with drawings of our 
idogs, colts, or any thing that he wanted me M 
liave a correct idea of. The hamper brought me 
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fitmtay bulbs, mid the like, that I might «eeibe 
•iie of them ; and ahvays every one aeiit his «r 
beriww/ beaut^vl ^owera ; the eBrliest vtotetaj 
md ^prioirBseti, oiid cowalipa, and blo&'bells'; th£ 
<«ariiest twigB of ^ee ; ntd, in short, every ibaof 
that they thought calcuhrted to delight me, Tke 
momeut the hamper arrived, I, caAing aside 
-every -thing eke, aet to work to answer «mry 
gue^wn, to give new directions, and to add aojA- 
&ing Ukely to give pleasure at Bodey. £ticrf 
hamper brought one '* letter" as they called i^ 
if not mwe, from every child ; and to avery lettar 
I -wiete <m tmtwer, -sealed up rand sent ito die 
'jMrty, being sure that that was the way to pro- 
dnce other uid better letters ; for, though th^ 
could not read what I wrote, and though tbfar 
own coosisted at first of mere terattAet, and 
afterwards, fer a while, of « few words Mvittai 
dawn for tiiem to imitate, 1 always thaidMd 
tiiam Set their " ^etty tetter" ; woA nev^cs- 
pressed any wish to see them write.betterf bat 
■totA care to wrUs in a vMy neat and plain hand 
myae^j and to •do up my letter in a veiy noMt 

394. Thw, while the feroctotu tigers thm^^ 
I was doomed to incesaant mortifiaition, and t* 
tage t^t mnst extinguish my ment^ poweei^ I 
;finind in -my children, and in ihejr apotleaB «t4 
courageous and most affectionate motfaer, d»- 
K^ts to- which the callous hearts <£ Uiose ^tigea 
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were Btrangers. " Heaven first taught letters for 
Bome wretch's aid." How oftep did this line of 
pope occur to me when I opened the tittle spud- 
dling " letters " from Botley ! Tliis correspond- 
ence occupied a good part of my time : I had alt 
the children with me, turn and turn alwut ; and, 
in order to give the boys exercise, and to gire, 
the two eldest an opportunity of beginning 
to team French, I used, for a part of the two 
■years, to send them a few hours in the day to 
.an Abbe, who lived in Cos tie-street, Hollwm. 
All this was a, great relaxation to my mind; 
and, when I had to return to my literary labours, 
I returned yrc«A and cheerful, full of vigour, and 
/itU of hc^e, of finally seeing ray unjust and mer- 
ciless foes at my feet, and that, too, without 
caring a straw on whom their fall might briiig 
calamity, so that my own family were safe ; b&- 
ciiuse, say what any one might, the commtiniiyt 
■taken as a v?/v)le, had gufflered this t^ag to be 
done ttnlo vs. 

SOS. The paying of the work-people, the keep- 
ing of the accounts, the referring to trooks, the 
writing and reading of letters ; this everlasting 
toiixture of amusement with book-learning, made 
tne, almost to my own surprise, find, at the end of 
the two years, that I hadaparcelof«cAo2ar«gro«^ 
ing up about me ; and, long before the end of the 
time, I had dictated many Registert to iny tivo 
eldest^ cliildren. T^en, there was copying ont 
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of boolis, which tanght tpelHnff correctly. The 
caloilations about the farming affairs forced 
Arithmetic upon us : the use, the necessity, of 
the thing, led to the study, fiy-and-by, we had- 
to look into the laws to know what to do about 
the hiffhwayt, about the game, about the pooTf 
and all rural and parochial affairs. I was, in- 
deedj by the fanga of the government, defeated. 
in my fondly- cherished project of making my 
sons farmers on their own land, and keying 
them (r6m all temptation to seek vicious and 
enervating enjoyments ; but those fangs, merci- 
less as they had been, had not been able to pre- 
vent me from laying in for their lives a store of 
useful information, habits of industry, care, so- 
briety, and a taste for innocent, healthful, and" 
manly pleasures : the Jangs had made me and 
them pennyless ; butr they had not been -able to 
take from us our health or our mental posses- 
sions; and these were ready for application ss 
circumstances might ordain. 

306. Aher the age that I have now been 
speaking of, fowteen, 1 suppose every one be- 
came a reader and writer according (o fancy. 
As to books, with the excepti^on of the Poets, 
I never bought in my whole life, any one that I 
did not taant for some purpose of utiSty, and of 
practical uiiiUy too. I have two or three times 
had the whole collection snatched away from me ; 
and have begun again to get them together aa they 
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iMre wanted. Go sad kick an Aki-'s nest abouty 
aad you will see the Little laborions, eaanf[uot» 
creatnres mttantly set to-work to get it-tc^theii 
again; and if yfw do tiu> ten times over, vm, 
tunes over they will do'^e same. Here is the 
aert of stuff that men must be made of taofq^osej. 
with success, those who,.hy whatever means, gat- 
possession of great and mischievoiis power. 

307. Now, I am aware, that, that which I did,, 
cannot be done by every one of huadieds of 
thousands of fathers, each of whom< loves his 
children with all his soul : I am aware that the 
attorney, the sui^eon, the physician, the trader,. 
aad even the farmer, cannot, generally peaking,, 
do what I did, and that they must, in most cases, , 
aend Uieir sons to school, if it be necessary for 
tliem to have book-learmng. But while I say, - 
this, I know, Uiat there are matK/ tfmgt, whidi I 
did, which many fathers might do, and which,, 
neverthelras, they do not do. It is in the power - 
of every father to live at home with Mtfamib/,' 
when not CQi^elied by business, or by public daty, 
to be absent: it is in his power to set an exem^' 
pie of industry and sobriety and frugality, .andto 
prevent a taste for gaming, dissipaticHi, extravKv ' 
gance, from getting root in the minds of hi» 
cbildren : it is in his power to continue to maJte 
his children hearergf. vihtti ha'is reproving-.aw* 
vants for idleness, or commmding tbeaar- for: 
industry aud care : it is in bis power- to ke^ aU 
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dtsMilute md idly-talking companioiis frou- his. 
bouse : it is is his power to teach then, by hU.uni— 
form exainpley juatioe and mercy towards the io- 
forior animals : it is in his power to do many otho:: 
tbings> and something in the way of book-leaming- 
tlKt), however busy bia life may be. It is com^ 
pletely within his power to teach them early- 
riong! and early going to bed ; and; if many a 
mui, -who a^a th^ Ite has not time to teach his 
dlildren, were to sit down, in tincerity, with a. 
pen and s bit of paper, uid put down all the: 
minutes, whiah he^ in every twenty-four hoar^ 
UKU/es over the'io^^, or over cheese uid' 
OTBi^s^aad raitmt and biacmts, e^er he haa 
dmerf; how many he loungw away, either at the 
ooBee-house or at home, over the (tcefewf part <A 
' oewspapers ; how many he spends in waiting for 
the coming and the managing of tlie tea-table; 
how muiy he passes by candle-light, wearied ^ 
Am exuieace, when he might be in bed ; how 
mauy^ he passes in the morning in bed, wliile the: 
aun. asd.dew shine and sparkle for him in vain :: 
iC be were to put.all these together, and were to. 
add those vrtiioh he passes in the retuUngqfbookt- 
: tat his. mere personal atmaement, and without tbe^ 
■uUeat^ chance of acquiring feom them any uw 
^pnntioal' knowledge': if be were to sma. np^ 
the whole of' theses ^nd -add to them the tim*: 
worn dnn: wwted in tfae- contemptible work o£ 
dfessiog ofip Ai^^eT«on> he would be- fn^iteoedi 
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at the result ; would send for his bo]rB from 
achool ; aad if greater book-learning than he 
possessed were necessary, he would choose for 
the purpose some man of ability, and liee the 
teaching carried on under his own roof, with- 
aafety as to morals, and with the best chance as 
to health. 

308. If after all, however, a school must be re- 
iMHted to, let it, if in your power, be as little popu- 
lous as possible. As "evil communications corrupt 
good manners," so the more numerous the as- 
semblage, and the more extensive the communica- 
tion, the greater the chance of corruption. J<in&, 
barracks, factories, do not corrupt by their waUt, 
but by their condensed numbers. Populous cities 
corrupt from the same cause; and it is, because it- 
miut bey the same with regard to schools, out of 
which children come not what they were when 
Uiey went in. The master is, in some sort, their 
Aiemy ; he is their overlooker ; he is a spy upon 
them ; his authority is maintained by his abso- 
lute power of punishment ; the parent comauts 
tftem to that power ; to be taught is td be held 
in restraint ; and, as the sparks fly upwards, the 
teaching and the restrwnt will not be divided nk 
the estimation of the boy. Besides all this, there- 
u the great disadvantage of tardmeas in arriving 
at years of discretion. If boys live only with 
boys, their ideas will continue to be boyish J if 
they see and hear and converse with nobody but 
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boys, how are they to have the thoughts and the 
character of men ? It is, at last, only by hearing 
men talk and seeing men act, that they leara to 
talk and act like men; and, therefore, to confine 
them to the society of boys, is to' retard their 
arrivaf at the yearK of discretion ; and in case of 
Adverse circumstances in the pecuniary way, 
where, in all the creation, is there so helpless* a 
mortal as a boy wlio has always been at school t 
But, if, as I H^d before, a school there must be, 
let the congregation be as small as possible ; and, 
do not expect too much from the master; for, 
if it be irksome to you to teach your own sons, 
what must that teaching be to him ? If he have 
■great numbers, he must delegate his authority; 
and, like all other delegated- authority, it will 
either be abused or neglected. 

309. With regard to gh-ls, one would think 
that mothers would want no argument to make 
them shudder at the thought of committing the 
care of their daughters to other hands than their 
own. If fortune have so favoured them as to 
make them rationally desirous that their daugh- 
ters should have more of what are called accom- 
plishments than they themselves have, it has also 
favoured them with the means of having teachers 
under their own eye. If it have not favoured 
them so highly as this (and it seldom has in the 
middle rank of life), what duty so aacred as that 
' imposed on a mother to be the teacher of her 
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wn-c Jtty -Abdis they frcvD'fotc-afaue 9r.«f 
plflwvne '*r -of fmy tlMi,ig «lse, rto nc^cet Ifais 
duty; is the to -coiBBUt her dau^klers todn 
eftref^pecuDR, with whoie RiBBaerauid moraH 
it it iiii|MM«iUe .foi her to be thorougkly ac- 
quHKted; i9< (he to send thcmiato't^ipromiscii* 
f>ii»«uciety ofgirls, whdbeloBg to n«body kiwaM 
w^MQ, ADdeoBte fram nobody knmva whithn-, and 
MMe><»rvh(w,'fer.aHgfat she eitn Juaow tov^ 
M!nti»cy,;iwyihu!e been cwntpted : befoK, . and 
acot rthitber to be hiMen fnjin their fonnw 
^rcle; is .tbe to :ieml her dsAightei's (« be >hut 
jqtvwitfiia wiDa, tbebare sight «f.u4uch »W(AeK 
Ibe jdm «f tntiigiw iind invite-to aedii«li»n and 
fVirtnder; n she to Iture tibe bwllli of her 
daughters ito duuKe, to shut them up iwitih^« 
nnotiey bevy of strtRtgers, aone «f -ivfaoai,;aa-w 
Jefg¥eiitly the, owe, aw ^Qelained.6tt^atahy by 
,t|ie«iid«ni8W!eitefltiiiwny.givMi bytiie^flofowV 
4hW'ikmti ia Blie to do »ll !tIu«,.^*KlF.atiU pitf 
fenvvd ^jweteosions to tbe withenty Rsd tbe 
«ff«Ct)en 4ne tiO'S-nw/Acr / And, are yon to.^cC' 
jnit all lUe, and'B^l call y«Kulf ^fetker I 

310. iWell, Ui«n, havM^reaolved.(qMiBGtiy«w 
,01m ' el)iMrfti>,.«r, tio^ have, tb^mi ta«^t,iati twof}, 
.let :w Jiatv Me bow tbeyoi^bt to procMda&to 
'ivoi* foF.laBreuig. )t ia.evddentt ffwaking.of 
Jbr^ysi tljwt, »t)te»t»:**y.iBU»t atudy the..a«t,.w 
,il{«ie««e,, tb«t.}KMi H)t«nd,tbem-to puttue ; ifttbfjy 
,b« tCKbe.rWijEgeoBf, tJHy,aiiut'nM41)9ek*i«»iaw- 
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geiyi aod -the like ia ofher .caaes. ^ut,.|lieirit 
Are certain elemeaiavy ^tadies ; . cettajn. books ,to 
Ix used by all persona, who are destined to aor 
quire ' any book-learniog at all. TbenUiere 4fe 
departiaeDts, or .branches of knowledge, t^at 
j&very.man in the middle r^nk of U£e, ought, ff bus 
can, to ac(^l^re, they being, in some sort, occf^ 
iSary to his reputation 49 a well-wfprmed la^a, 
9 character to which M>e farmer and ths .dwp- 
keeper ought to aspire as well as the lawy.^ au^ 
the surgeon- Let, me now, then, offer n)y«dvi9e 
as to the course of reading, and the i^nfi£r of 
reading, &r a boy, arrived at bisJimrtee^^ifi■y^^ 
that being, in. my opinioji, early eitough f^r J^ub 
po begin. 

311. A^d,. first of all, whether as jtotho^s ot 
(pi]B, I defecate rcwaaces ot every deecrlpl^n. 
It is impossible that they can do any SP>"^ 
And they Qiay do a gce^t deal of hai;n>. Th^y 
excite passions that ought to lie ^oi^maat ; , thjEty 
give tl^e jniod a taste for &^4^-<^(UoneeC.nia£ter.^ 
(hey mi^e matt^is of real Ufe insipid ; everyrgif^ 
addicted to thepi, sighs to bea fi^jtHiA, W£»T9«^> 
and every boy, a Tom, Jon,e&. -What girl is, |i|>t 
inJo^withtlK wild youth, -and what, boy d09> 
««t,fiDd. a jtutificjUion for bjs wildaeia! iWhat 
«anbe,morepeniiBtoufi thfin theteaching^'OfjlJtis 
A^btatod r,ai»MiGe ? tleie are, two young;^en 
jTUt be&ie i]B,,bolLhaoiw,9f the qsune mother {.t^ 
Miea ioplcnf l^Hul J»y.a, j^ifson, tp^), jl|be-^ftttief<ii 
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l^tmate child 1 the former wild, disobedient, 
and squandering; the latter steady, sober, obe- 
dient, and frugal ; the former every tiling that is 
frank and generous in his nature, the latter a 
jfreedy hypocrite ; the former rewarded with the 
most beautiful and virtuous of women and a dou- 
ble estate, the latter punished by being made aii 
outcast. How is il possible for young people 
to rrad such a book, and to look upon orderli- 
ness, sobriety, obedience, and frugality, as virtues ? 

■ And this is the tenor of almost every romance, 
and of almost ever}' play, in our language. In 
the ." School for Scandal," for instance, we see 
two brothers ; the one a prudent and frugal man, 
and, to alt appearance, a moral man, the other 
a hair-brained squanderer, laughing at the mo- 
rality of his brother ; the former turns out to be 

• a base hypocrite and seducer, and is brought to 
shame and disgrace ; while the latter is found to 
be full of generous sentiment, and Heaven itself 
seems to interfere to give him fortune and fame. 
In short, the direct tendency of the far greater 
part of these books, is, to cause young people to 
despise all those virtues, without the practice of 
which they must be a curse to tlieir parents, a 
burden to the community, and must, except by 
tnere accident, lead \t'retched lives. I do not 
recollect one romance nor one play, in our lan- 
guage, which has not this tendency. How is it 
possible for young princes to read the historical 
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plays of the punning and smutty Shakspeue, 
Knd not think, that to be drunkards, blackguards, 
the companions of debauchees and robbers, is the 
suitable begbining of a glorious reign ? 

312. There is, too, another must abominable 
principle that runs through them all, namely, that 
there is in Ai^A ^M, something of superior na- 
ture, instinctive courage, honour, and talent. 
Who can look at the two royal youths in Cymbb- 
liNB, or at the noble youth in Douglas, without 
detesting the base parasites who wrote those 
plays ? Here are yoijths, brought np by shep- 
herds, never told of their origin, believing them- 
selves the sons of these humble parents, but dis- 
covering, when grown up, the highest notions of 
valour and honour, and thirsting for military 
renown, even while tending their reputed fathers- 
flocks and herds I And, why this speties of false- 
hood? To cheat the mass of the people; to 
keep them in abject subjection ; to make them 
quietly submit to despotic sway. And the infa- 
mous authors are guilty of the cheat, because 
they are, in one shape or another, paid by oppres- 
sors out of means squeezed from the people. A 
true picture would give us just the reverse j 
would show us that " high birth" is the enemy 
of virtue, of valour, and of talent ; would show 
us, that with all their incalculable advantages, 
royal and noble families have, only by mere acci- 
dent, produced a great man ; that, in general. 
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tti^ }t(tv« beert amongst tlie' most etf^>i«t»; 
unptiliciitled, cowflrdfy, «tuf^d, diid, at the vary 
leasP^ aiiiongat fhe mo6X ue^ess peraons, consi- 
dered as individuals, and not in connexion with 
the prerogatives and powers bestowed' on them 
solely by the law. 

' 3 13. It is irapossibte for me, by any WMtU 
thtttPcan use,- to enpress, to the extent of aty 
riiongiirs, the danger of sufReriug yoting peO|de to 
fortn' theiP opinions from the writings of poets aild 
iromanceB. Nine times out of ten, the morality 
thiry teach' is bad, and must have a bad tendency; 
ffteir wit is employed to riMeule viriwe, as you 
tHU atmost-always find, if you examine the mat' 
ter to the bottom. Tlie world owes a very large 
part of its sufferings to tyrants ; but what tyrant 
was tbere amongst the ancients, whom the poets 
(Hd not place amongBt the gods? Cai\ you open 
Wi English poBt,'Wiihout, in some part or Other. 
of bfs^ works, finding t3ie grossest flatterioa of 
rOyiU and noble persons ? How are young peo|ri6 
Hoc t» think that the praises bestowed on tiie«e 
pevsons ane just? Drydbk, Pabnbix, GAf, 
Thomsonv hi Ghort, what poet hai^ we hsc^ vt 
bareiwo. Pops only excepted, who was got, or il 
not^-oi peneioncp, or s sinecuic pleceman, of the 
mMfthed'. dependent of some- part of the Arte* 
tocraeyf Of the extent of the powen.of 
wiitciB in producing mischief td a nktiorf, wf 
imxv two' moat stiilung inataiiceh m the eaaM 
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of Dr. Jt>B«i«M Mid Bus&fi. The'fotraett at 
a- time wh«n it waa a q«eMion>' wlrttlaer' war 
sb»uld btt mad« oil America to coiii^telihcr' t* 
submit to be taxed by tbe Bnglish patliawent} 
wr&te a^- pamp^t, entitled). " Tsaaiitn no 
T^FonNjij" to- iregp the nation into {bat war. Hm 
lHK«r, when itwaa a-questioH, whetlwr Enslanti 
should' wage vrat against tti« peo(»t« of' Frailee^ 
to pMvent them ffaili reforming tlietr govern-^ 
ment, ;WFOta a pamphlet t« ui^- the nation iutd 
that war. Thefirst war lost us- America, the last 
cost us srt iMindred millions of money, aad Itn 
loaded US' with forty millions a year oftaiien 
^oaHEON, however, got a petmcm for Mf H/e, 
aitd BtJ&KB a pension for his life, and for ^Art^ 
iiMa- after Ms oxm ! C[>Mi»{Ri.A^Nb and Mus*' 
f hy; the' p)ay-writere> wet* pensioners ; and, ia 
sh«rt, of the whole mass, where has there- Uwn 
ftab, whom the people were net compelled topa^ 
for labours, having' for Uieir prinei|&l object tbe 
.deceivtag' and euKlavtYig of that same ptople? 
It is, thertfahtj the duty ttf every tbther, Whetebfe 
putsabobk'intD thehandeof hiBsonor^dasgbtcrr, 
t0'g]vethe< reader atrue acCouiitof wA»andiaM 
tbe^vtiUrof thebbok was, or ist 

3J4< If ft boy-be inteadedfor anypartiCulte 
«aUiflgy<hc ought, of course,'. to te inddDed to 
htad boc^s relating to that eaUing, if siTch'boMw 
t^tfeiJMf afid> therefore, I shall not bc-mt^re^pa*- 
tloAlari ott< thai head. But, thB»< ar« oMw 
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things, tbat all men i'l the mid^Ue rank of life; 
ought to know aomethiiig of; because the know- 
ledge will be a source of plea^^ure ; and because 
the want of it must, very frequently, ^ve them 
pain, by making them appear Inferior, in point of 
mind, Co mimy who are, in fact, their inferiors in 
that respect. These things are grammar, arUh- 
metic, hittoryy accompanied with geogre^hy. 
Without these, a man, in the middle rank of life, 
however able he may be in his calling, makes but 
an awkward figure. Without jrrofnmar he cannot^ 
with safety to his character as a well-informed 
man, pat his thoughts upon paper ; nor can he 
be sure, that he is speaking with propriety. 
How many clever men have I known, full of na- 
tural talent, eloquent by nature, replete with every 
thing calculated to give them weight in society; 
and yet having little or no weight, merely be^ 
cause unable to put correctly upon paper that 
which they have in their minds ! For me not to 
say, that I deem my Er^lUh Grammar the best 
book for teaching this science, would be affecta- 
tion, and neglect of duty besides; because I 
know, that it is the best ; because I wrote it for 
the purpose; and because^ hundreds and hun- 
dreds of men and women have told me, some 
verbally, and some by letter, that, though (many 
of them) at grammar schools for years, they really 
never knew any thing of grammar, until tbey 
studied my book. I, who know well all the diffi- 



h Google 



v.] ' TO A FATSBR. -, 

culties that I- experienced when I read boon. 
upon the subject, can easily believe this, and es- 
pecially when I think of the numerous instances 
in which I have seen univernfif-scholars unable to 
write English, with any tolerable degree of cor- 
reotnesH. In this book, the principles are so 
clearly explained, that the disgust arising from 
intricacy is avoided ; and it is this disgust, that is 
the great and mortal enemy of acquiring know- 
ledge. 

315. With regard to arithmbtic, St is abranch 
of learning absolutely necessary to every one, 
who has any pecuniary transactions beyond those 
arising out of the expenditure of hii week's 
wages. All the books on this subject that I had 
ever seen, were so bad, so destitute of every thing 
calculated to lead the mind into a knowledge of 
the matter, so void of principles, and so evidently - 
tending to puzzle and disgust the learner, by' 
their sententious, and crabbed, and quaint, and 
almost hierc^lyphical definitions, that I, at one 
time, had the intention of writing a little work on 
the subject myself, ft was put off, from one 
cause or another ; but a little work on the sub- 
ject has been, partly at my suggestion, written 
and published by Mr. TaoMAs Smith of liver- 
pool, and is sold by Mr. Shekwood, in Ijondon. 
The author has great ability, and a perfect know- 
ledge of his subject. It is a book of principles ; 
and any young person of common capacity, will 
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iMnprntnefrom K'iA a- vi<Mk,.thur from ^ttltfr- 
etHefboekt, ^Mt I'eTer'saM' ontke'subjcet, iB<a 

M6j Whil»*he foregoing studies are procced*^ 
irtgi though theyyery well afford a rrfJefito cm*' 
Otfeer, HI STOAT' may serve as- a relaxationj part!-' 
onlariy dtriogthe study of ^ansmaT, which is an' 
undertaking requiFing- patieitce and time; OP 
att' hfstory, that of' oor own coantry ia of thft^ 
mostimportance; because, for want of a thorongh' 
lAiowl«ilge of what Atr» fiiew, we arCj in many 
oases, at^a lAss to account for what Uj an4 still 
ntore'sA a' loss, t« be able to show whatot^Af ft*- 
Itii The4iff(*enee betweenhistory and' romance 
is'-this ; - tJiat' that which is narrBted In the latter, 
leaves in tht mind nothing. which it can apply to 
present or future circumstances and events ; while 
the former, when it is what it ought tobe> leaves 
the mind stored with' arguments for experienoej 
applieable, at all times, to the actual affairs of 
lift; The history of a countryonghttoshowthe- 
origin and progress of its - institutions, political^ 
drv^ and eeclesiastiDal'; it ought tO' show the' 
effitets of those instibilions upon the state of the^- 
pMplai itoiightto delineate the measures of the. 
gwemnient at the Several epochs ; and, having 
clttarly deseribed-the state of the people at-the^ 
several' penod»,-it ought' to show the cauae-of 
their ft«edom, good morris, and happiness] or- 
of'thtte'misttry, immorality, and alavtvy } and thia^ ' 
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Ut^ by the' pM>iwition-«f indiibkaUc Aota;«M 
•( ilrferenUea «o nnmifestlyfair, a* to leaTC not 
IbesmHllest doubt upeti the mind.' 

317; Dothc histDrin of Ehgltuid which vn 
hmte, answer thf»-desoriptioni? They are vay 
little betur than romBtiEes. Their cttnteBts-aM 
generallycDufinedto-narrations relating to betlie^^ 
BOgociktisiw, intrignn, contests between rival 
sflwreigntntff rival nobles, and to the character of 
kita^ tpKetut, misdvaaes,' bishops, minisMFe, tiAd 
the' like) from- scarcely any of which- can- thtf 
Etfadtr dnwany.knowlbdgb Wiiich is at all a[^U- 
aaUeto the'drcamstdnoes of the presettt day* 

318^. Bteidetfthisj there is the /aJ>eA«e(/; and 
the &hehoOdaeontuiied in these hiittories, wherfi 
dull we find' any thing to surpam? Let ua 
O^ one inatance. They all tell us, thbtWilliaitt 
the' Cktnijueror knocked down twenty-aix paiishf 
ohiucfaes, and- laid waste the parishes iti order to 
make the New Fdrest ; and this in a traut of ther 
very pooreSE land in^ England, Where the chnrdie» 
muei then- have stttod at about one mile and tw« 
handred y&rds frdih each other. The truth is^ 
tfaat all the chilrchea are still standing that wem 
dien when- William landed, and the whole story 
isB ebeer faltehood from the beginning to- the 
ehd; 

319i Bki^ thill is a< mere speeimeuof these 
romances; and that too, with regard to a matter 
eompataUvely wniaiportaRt to us. The important 
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^aehoods are, those which misguide us by stitte- 
ment or by inference, n'ith r^ard to the state of 
the people at the several epochs, as produced by 
the institutions of the country, or the ineasuies 
of the Government. It is always the object of 
thoee who have power in their hands, to persuade 
the people that they are better off than their 
forefathers were: it is the great business oi 
history to show how this matter stands ; and, 
with respect to this great matter, what are we to 
leun from any thing that has hitherto been 
called a history of England ! I remember, that* 
about a dozen years ago, I was talking with a 
very clever young man, who had read tvrice or 
thrice over the History of England, by different 
authors ; and that I gave the conversation a turn, 
that drew from him, unperceived by himself, that 
he did not know how tithes, parishes, poor- rates,' 
church-rates, and the abolition of trial by jury in 
hundreds of cases, came to be in England; and, 
that he had not the smallest idea of the manner 
in which the Duke of Bedford came to possess 
the power of taxing our cabbages in Covent- 
Garden. Yet, this is history. I have done a 
great deal. With regard to matters of this sort, in 
my famous History of the Protestant Refor- 
mation ; for I may truly call that famous, which 
has been translated and published in all the 
modem languages. 

320. But, it is reserved for me to write a com- 
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plete history of the fiountry from the earliest 
timee to the present day ; and this, Qod giving 
me life and health, I shall begin to do in monthly 
nuQibers, beginning on the first of September, 
and in which I ahall endeavour to combine brevity 
with clearness. We do not want to consume our 
time over a dozen pages about Edward the 
Third dancing at a ball, picking up a lady's 
garter, and making that garter the foundation of 
an order of knighthood, bearing the motto of 
"Hotdtoil qui mal y pente." It is not stuff like 
thii) ; hut we want to know what was the state of 
the people ; what were a labourer's wages ; what 
were the prices of the food, and how the labour- 
. ers were dressed in the reign of that great king. 
What is a young person to imbibe from a history 
of England, as it is called, like that of Goldsmith ! 
It ia a little romance to amuse children ; and the 
other historians have given us larger romances 
to amuse lazy persons who are grown up. To 
destroy the effects of these, and to make the 
people know what their country has been, will be 
my objeet; and this, I trust, I shall effect. We 
are, it is said, to have a History of England from 
Sir Jambs Mackintosh ; a History of Scotland 
from Sir Walter Scoit ; and a History or 
Irklatod from Tommy Moore, the luscious poet. 
A Scotch lau7er, who is a pensioner, and a 
member for Knaresborough, which is well known 
to the Duke of Devonshire, who has the great 
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itMiwAie a-mMe-itdpdrtia) Stttory ^Bunlmt^ 

tUIHM. A Seet«h' riMnknec-wriwr,' who, undM 
titc'nbme'orAfaA>SfW»M«-,'^iM)B a pamphtbt CO 
pttfve', tHftt one>pDund^note> were' the cfluM'of 
riohe« tO' Scotland, will write, to be sure, a' mow 
tnstrtibtfve'-ffi«/<M^ of Scotland. Add, fltott the 
p«n of an Irish pOet, whb is a sineeUfe' plaoeMJtn^ 
aud a pfot^g^ of an English peer that 'haB-im-' 
meAse-'pareels of Irisli confiscated' eiitatpes, whaC a 
btoaoriful history ehall we' not then have of «l^ 
ftrtttfiate Ireland t OH, no ! Wtiur* not gtting 
to be content with' stuff such a« A^se men «rilt 
trtjngoac' Hufne and' Smonett 'add ftol>«n8«n 
have cheated us long enough. We Br» not In a 
hutnoitr to be cheated any longer;- 

331.' GKOattAPHT is taught at 'Mhoob, ifn^ 
bdiere the sohool-eardb. The aehoUrt can tclt 
ytm all' about thfe divisions of th6 earth/ and'thia 
is very well forpersians who have leisure to in- 
dulge their curiosity; but it does seem to ma 
monstrmis'thata yOung person's timeshfluld be 
spent iti ascertaining the boundaries -of Persia or 
China, knowing' notiiing all the while abMb the 
boundaries, the rivers, the ■soil, or the produeta^ op 
of the anything else of Yorkshire or DevoMhin. 
Thif'Snt thing in geography is -to -know^thM of 
the coantry in which'we live; especially'<hatil» 
whieta we were'bomt I haw^ncnr aeett iduoM 
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enry Intl arri nlbiy in- it: wfttr my own- «;«• ; 
atatlyerei^ city Mid'-erety town^ and- nto small 
ptntof die whoteof th« villngea, 1 am'thsrea 
ftra qsali&edtO'give-an aecoiitft of the country;' 
Mtd'thsl'aocouM, udderthe title of Geajfrajphtcst 
Dicttonary of Bugland and Watet, I am < new 
having printed as a^companktn to myhieCory. 

3S2. When, a' young, miui well under>tand«t)ie 
geography of hia own cwuitry ; when h* hu're-' 
foned'to naps on thid. smaHer sca)« ; wb«n, int 
ahbrt, h* kbowsall about his own country, andis^ 
ftble to: apply his knowladge to useful purposes^ 
he may look at other couatries, and partteulurtyi 
at tluMe, the' powers'or mCaauKs of which are 
Kfcely to affect his own. country. It isof great 
hnpDTtanctt to ub to be well acquainted with thw 
extent of France, the United S'talea, PoriugaV 
Spain, Mexico, Turicey; and Rua«a ; but what 
need we care about the tribes of Asiaand Africa,, 
the condition of tvhich can affect us no morethlin 
we wouldbfi'^fected by wy thing thatis passing' 
in the moan ? 

333. When peopte-have nothing' aseful to do^' 
diey may indulge their curiosity; bat, merely-to' 
. read bookt, is not to be industrious, is nottd' 
stndyj and'ifl not the wa;y to' beeomc learned. 
Pfeth^s there'are none more lazy, or-moretruly 
ignorant, than your everltfrtitig readen. A 'book' 
isui admirable excusefor sitting still'} and, a- 
mui who'haseoasttmtly a newspapCTj-a magarifle,' 
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a review, or some book oi other in hia handi gets, 
at last, his head stuffed with such a jumble, that 
he knows not what to think about any thing. An 
empty coxcomb, that wastes tiis time in dressing, 
strutting, or strolling about, and picking his teeth, 
is certainly a most despicable creature, but scarcely 
less so than a mere reader of books, who is, gene- 
rally, conceited, thinks himself wiser than other 
men, in proportion to the number of leaves that 
he has turned orer. In short, a young man 
should bestow his time upon no book, the con- 
tents of which he cannot apply to some useful 
purpose. 

324. Books of travels, of biography, natural 
history, and particularly such as relate to agricul- 
ture and horticulture, are all proper, when leisure 
is afforded for them ; and the two last are useful 
to a very great part of mankind ; but, unless the 
subjects treated of are of some interest to us in 
our affairs, no time should be wasted upon them,' 
when there are so many duties demanded at our 
hands by our families and our country. A man 
may read books for ever, and be an ignorant 
creature at last, and even the more ignorant for 
his reading. 

325. And, with regard to young women, ever- 
las^ng book-reading is absolutely a vice. When 
they once get into the habit, they neglect all 
other matters, and, in some cases, even their very 
dress. Attending to the affairs of the house : to 
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the washing, the baking, the Iwewing, the pre- 
servaUon and cooking of Tictuals, the manage- 
ment of the poultry and the garden ; these are 
their proper occupations. It is said (with what 
troth I know not) of thf- jn-etent Queen (wife of 
William IV.), that she was an active, excellent 
manager of her house. Impossible to bestow on 
her greater praise ; and I trust that her example 
will have its due eflecr on the young women of 
the present day, who stand, but too generally, 
in need of that example. 

326. Hie great fault of the present generation, 
is, that, in all ranks, the notions of self-in^rt' 
anee are too high. This has arisen from causes 
not visible to many, but the consequences are 
felt by all, and that, too, mth great severity. 
There has been a general mblimaiinff going on 
for many years. Not to put the word Etqtdre 
before the name of almost any man who is not a 
mere labourer or artisan, is almost an affront. 
Every merchant, every master-manufacturer, every 
dealer, if at HX rich, is an Esgtdre ; squires' sons 
must he gentlemen, an<l squires' wives and daugh- 
ters la^et. If this were all; if it were merely a 
ridiculous misapplication of words, the evil would 
not be great; but, unhappily, words lead to acts 
and produce things ; and the "young gentleman" 
is not easily to he moulded into a tradennan or a 
working /armer. And yet the world is too small 
to hold BO many gentlemen and ladiet. How 
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maa^ thoutantb of y;Mt>g Rfttf bM*e,<at' tlH«>nMl>! 
iinnt, ctuw to IbhIsiiI tbaC tli«y un «et'«M>^ 
|Kat«re, or mtwons, or Utlon, or shocmaken-p 
and hotr mahy thDUaHndsof those,'that thei^hkvfe 
been bred up td wisk to disguise their bomfltt 
and useful, and tfaeretioro honOHrahlf, caUlng'F 
BoucsBAU observes,' tliat men are lil^pTi fimt^ 
ID pR^iortioti to theii' virtue-, aitd next, in picr 
]h>rtK»i to theiT ind^totdeaoe i and thatjofiall- 
omUfciBd, the artisRnJror erafttman^ ia the moil) 
independent ; because he eArries -about, W Am-OUW 
j&ofHif and pcrsonj.th^ iDeatiB of gaming- hit ti«e- 
libood; and that the metre cdmcnan the use of 
^:articles'OB which he wofk3,,tlifrRiore perftet 
his independenee. " VVbcre/' says he, " therfria 
" one maa that dtfaids' in need oif the tal«nt» of 
" tlie dentist, there are a hundred thousandthat 
" mat' those of the< people who supply the mat^ 
" ter fo^ tAc teeth to wailc on ; and for tiiM vfbd 
'} wants a soDuet to regala hia fancy, tba« are-a 
" mnllion' daaMuring for' men to make or mend 
** tbe'tr shoes." Aye, and this ia the reason, wfay 
■hoemakers are provethis^y th* mOat indeptavt 
tfent-part of the peojrie, and wHy they,. in getiM 
rat^shcnrinore puUicsphitthanan^ otbet'inc^i 
He: whd Ittes by- a purault, be it vrhatitmay} 
wborit' does-not require acaneidetable d^ee «f 
kiMy- labtvr, ■ must, froM the nbture' of tUagfj 
be, OKnetor leSsya depenitM ;''.andthis is,,inde«dt 
lbv|)nc« -lAicM- be .pa]rB-'f«r'hi»«x«in|«iM-ftoM 
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tint bodilj' iaboar; Ht- mmp tatcive.ait ncbfl>i ov 
fetnoj-of both; and thi>' chance he sAs against 
thft' certainty of independence in humbler life; 
Then always hara. bee3i,,tliepe always will be, and 
tbei» always onght to be, some men to take thia 
chanoe : but to do this liae foecoise tiie/euAioMf 
and a fashion iP is the mast fatal that ev«r aeizetl 
Upon a community. 

387. With: iv^ni- tD' young wctmen^ booyta 
ung, to play oh intttnimeote of muGic, to drawj 
Va speak French, and the like, am very agKeabla 
quaJificaUonsj liut why should they allbe muii-^ 
•iimi^. and painttara, and linguists? Why aii of 
tfcem:? Who, then, is there left to taice cane ^ 
tke home»o{ farmers and tradeiv? But there is 
Mmetftii^ in tliese " accomplish men ts-" wnna 
than this ; namely, that tluey think- themselvd; 
fiio hiffhhT himen and tnulerS': and thisj.in 
fact, ttoy are; modi Aio high; and, therefore^ 
tjie sa-vanti-giiis sTep in and supply their place. 
If they could see their own inMreet, surely they 
would; drop this lofty tone, and- these lofty airsi 
It ia; hotvever, tJie fault of the parents,, and par^ 
ti«alBrly(»f the fhttier, whose duty it isto'preveiit 
IfeeHi fnnti imbibing: such notion^ and to shtHv 
ttMM,- ttiar the greatest honour tiiey osght to 
aspire'tb i% thorough skill and- cora id the eoo* 
nwnf of a house. We are all apr to ser too 
high' a vahie on u4ia( w« aunelvet hav« don«| 
and titiayvdii'tltis; but I dO' firmly brikve^vOm 
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to cure any young woman of this fatal subliraa- 
tioiii she has only patiently to read my Cottagb 
BcoNOMY, written with an anxious desire to pro- 
mote domestic Bkill and ability in that eex, on 
whom HO much of the happiness of man must 
always depend. A lady in Worcestershire told 
me, that until she read Cottagb Economy she 
had never baked in t/ie house, and had seldom had 
ffood beer; that, ever since, she had looked after 
both herself j that the pleasure she had derived 
^in it, was equal to the profit, and that the 
latter was very great. She said, that the arUcle 
"onbakiTiff bread," was the part that roused her 
to the undertaking ; and, indeed, if the facts and 
arguments, there made use of, failed to stir her 
up to action, she must have been stone dead to 
the power of words. 

328. After the age that we have now been 
supposing, boys and girls become men and tro- 
men ; and, there now only remiuna for the/aiher 
to act towards them with impartiality. If they 
be numerous, or, indeed, if they be only two in 
number, to expect perfect harmotty to reign 
amongst, or between, them, is to be unreason- 
able } because experience shows us, that, even 
amongst the most sober, most virtuous, and most 
sensible, harmony so complete is very rare. By 
nature they are rivals for the affection and ap- 
plause of the parents; in personal and mental 
endowments they become rivals; and, when/>6- 
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cuniary interests come to be well underatood 
and to have their weight, here is a rivBlship, to 
prevent which from ending in hostility, require 
more affection and greater disinterestedness than 
fall to the lot of one out of one hundred fami- 
lies. So many instances have I mtnessed of 
good and amiahle families living in harmony, 
till the hour arrived for dividing property 
amongst them, and then, all at once, becoming 
hostile to eacn other, that I have often thought 
that property, coming in such a way, waa a 
curse, and that the parties would have been far 
better off, had the parent had merely a blessing 
to bequeath them from his or her lips, instead of 
a will for them to dispute and wrangle over. 

329. With regard to this matter, all that the 
father can do, is to be impartial ;. but, impartial- 
ity does not mean positive equality in the distri- 
bution, but equality in proportion to the different 
deserts of the parties, their different wants, their 
different pecuniary circumstances, and different 
prospects in life ; and these vary ao much, in dif- 
ferent families, that it is impossible to lay down 
any general rule upon the subject. But there is 
one fatal error, against which every father ought 
to guard his heart ; and the kinder tkat heart is, 
the more necessary such guardianship. I mean 
the fata] error of heaping upon one child, to the 
prejudice of the rest; or, upon a part of them. 
This partiality BometimcB aiisea from merecapric^; 
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•enctimei from tiw citcuniBtangeof the favoiinte 
^beu^mon feTBured by nature than the .rest; 
«(MiMime9 from tbc nearer lesemljlapce to him* 
ttHf, that the fattier sees in the favourite j atujj 
sometimes, from the hofK ef prcvcfitii^tbe &• 
•roured party from.doiiis th^ which would dis* 
grace the pArent. All these motives are highly 
censurable, but the last is the most gfuecal, and 
i^far the most mischievous in its e&cts. How 
•many fathers have been ruined, hiw many (iiotbeFB 
-and femilies brought to beggary, how many ifi> 
dustriotts and virtuaus groups have beeu puUed 
down from .cempetHwe' to penury, from the de- 
sire to prevent oae from bringing sliune on the 
porentl So tJut, cantrary to every principle of 
JBstiee, the bad is veATarded for the badness; And 
the good punished for the goodness. N'aCurai 
affection, remembranee of infantine endearmentSt 
rehietance to -^laiHlon UHigrChcTished hgpeE, 
compassion Est the sufferings of your own fle«fa 
and blood, tiie. dread of fatal consequences from 
your adhering to jnstiee; all theu beat at your 
heut, and call on you to giv« way : but, you must 
resist them- alt; or, your tuin, and that of the lest 
of your family, are decreed. Suffering is tJjic 
natural and just punishtaent of idleness, drunk- 
enness, 8<yiBndering, auid an indulgence in th« 
aecietyof prostitateq; .Bad, never <Ud t^ wmrld 
feehold an iustaBce of an offender, in this w»y, 
rediiuiiod b«t by (fae«diieiaan-e£ this piwishnent; 
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putlM^ly, it ^the seeulf of proetitiites >uade 
pact of the ctffence; £»r,.b*Te is soBMthJtig: thst 
l^fs the heart'frota you. Noltody ever ytt saaw, 
aMtl «6body ever wtH see, a young tnwi^ luikcd t» 
s 'prwtiCtttc, and retaki, at tbe 'saiqe time, mij', 
ema the aoallest degree of afi^tioji, for pxranta 
vrtnvtbren. You may supf^Iicate, you.may im- 
pure, yeunwy Jkave yoBrse]f pecinylessiAtid your 
nvbious ■ children witfaovt bread ; the iaviuU* 
connorBot will stall call, for wapre; fii^,as ^we 
aaif^DDly theotiwr day, a wretch. waaK^aoyictcd 
(if-haviiigf at the instigation . of his ^rmtitute, 
ieatmiiisaffedmt^er, to gctfromhertlKHtutil 
Kmsinsi of ttte neans neoesaacy to :provide her 
with footf. }n,HKKON's.eoUecti4>n'ofGad''a judg- 
HftBfia^w.wickftd acts, it.is reUted«f an.muiA- 
tural son, who fed his aged father upon orts And 
'llGEed, JiiH^ed lum^iui.a.$lthy9ad esaKy girrct,And 
ckitbed; Un ia aacbclt^ii, .wblJe-Iie aBd,bisrKiJc 
god cbildrm lived ioiuwryj^t, haviqg-h»u^ 
sflchctoth eiteagh for .tw0 dr«sses fw : his^ Ga^er, 
thei«I)i}dTen toolc :away:Bbe pKt rnot.jnKde «^ 
imd bid U,iWtd i^t,, upon ^t^i^g. t^an <wh»t.-tlu)7 
PWilKl da lAw /?/> Ilwy toU. him tJMfUiey-.niewt 
$0 ik«cp.)t fw AtflgL, vrhtto he shoirid beeoise old 
Md-.wi^ wlfti attick ! This, %im aitthwrelAto^ 
f«cr«fldihj«.h8fut; «ndi J(«^^) ii -liwivlkit 
ke iWME.h»ve had ,^e heart of a tiger-; Mh 

pmi -iUiin-iw.wrtd ,iw( stifi«epd fwUi ;the *«a«(i' 
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of the society of proBtitutee ; when this vice baa 
once got fast hold, vain are all your sacriBcea, 
.vain your prayers, vain your hopes, vain your 
anxious desire to disguise the shame from the 
world ; and, if you liave acted well your part, no 
part of that ehame falls on yon, unless you haw 
admaditered io the cause of it. Your authority 
has ceased ; the voice of the prostitute, or the 
charms of the bottle, or the rattle of the dice, 
has been more powerful than your advice and 
example : you must lament this : but, it is not 
to bow you down ; and, above all things, it is 
weak, and e\-en criminally selfish, to sacrifice the 
rest of your family, in order to keep from the 
world the knowledge of that, which, if known, 
would, in your view of the matter, bring shame 
on yourself. 

330. Let me hope, however, that this is a 
calamity which will befall very few good fathers ; 
and that, of all such, the sober, industrious, and 
frugal habits of their children, their dutifiil de- 
meanor, their truth and their integrity, will come 
to smooth the path of their downward days, and 
be the objects on which their eyes will close. 
Those children must, in their turn, travel the 
same path ; and they may be assured, that, 
■"Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land," is a precept,' a 
disr^ud of which never ye( fdled, either first 
or last^ to bring its punishment. And, what can 
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be more jiut than that signal punishment Bhould 
follow such a crime ; a crime directly against the 
voice of nature itself? Youth has its passions, 
and due allowance justice will make for these ; 
but, are die delusions of the boozer, the game- 
ster, or the harlot, 'to be pleaded in excuse for a 
disregard of the source of your existeoce ? Are 
those to be pleaded in apology for giving pain to 
the fother who has toiled half a life-time in order 
to feed and clothe you, and to the mother whose 
breast has been to you the fountain of life ? Go, 
you, and stuJie the hand of the boon-compa- 
nion; take the greedy harlot to your arms; 
mock at the tears of yAur tender and anxious 
parents ; and, when your pnrse is empty and 
your complexion faded, receive the poverty and 
the scorn due to your base ingratitude f 
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^l. flAViHG turn giteft my ^tivit^ to 4he 
TfotrTH, ihe grown-«p iftsN, the tjovEtt, the 
HosB&HD And the 1iV¥bK«^ i slnffl, fti Hhs eon- 
Aiding Number, tender my Afirtce to the Onr- 
KBH, in wbrch capafcfty -erery man hhs Tights 1» 
Mjoy and dut^B to >p«*fonn, stid tliese tso «r 
importance not htfeiior !to those »Mc4i Mongtn 
Mm, or are impOBBd ^oti Mm, »8 ton, 'pareat, 
huflbtuid or fifAet. The wotid oiMu'M is not, itt 
Its application, confined tothetnereniiuibhnm 
^cities: it meahs, a MemAer^lf softrif MwM^ 
W- cowmtmi/yi' aad, tn «rder Zb liave ■» olen 
comprehension ictf'nian% viglttt^iand 4ltt)M>bi iSiia 
capacity, we must take a look at tJie origin of 
civU communities. 

332. Time was when the inhabitants of this 
island, for instance, laid claim to all things in it, 
without the words owner ot property being known. 
God had given to alt the people all the land and 
all the trees, and every thing else, just an he has 
given the burrows and the grass to the rabbits, 
and the bushes and the berries to the birds ; and 
each man had the good things of this world in a 
greater or less degree in proportion to his skill, 
his strength and his valour. This is what is 
called living under the Law of Nature ; that 
is to say, the law of self-preservation and eelf- 



X^uA for !^e gpod W «W npij^twure, 

^ an ^lgB•eIJ)opt, *0 4ivj^ ^ Ja|)4 fjwd iU piiOr 

1 ducts in suKh jpKvutor -that ^Kb ebw^ We B 

9twe .to hisvomi e;tc)l)»u^ if^ Wid-JitwA eqcbfiian 

j(«f^d-tp,!*e bovindbyrsgul^tioai, <sdkdiA»SKI. 
Tims prose j(fij41 Jipcieit)'; ^Uii^Aroqe pr^perf^j 
ibufi AroecMK wo«dA jntne aud ifiine. Oqe iii«ii 
-tHKame pwuwtstvd ^f ipoiie goad ithjngs than aq- 
.^ofllier, b«i;4we |w »!!» jpore wdmtrivws, aate 
.^U^, .«oii9 .«»^l, <«E rmoEe intgsl : w >h<ft 
j4WotDH)'Of'Oier«»>t pr »wlh«F, iwas the at^*oi 
j»H pijoperty. 

3^. l4i-wbAtiB«iui» oMtmcietMs.pTQQ^edetl 
in providing for the inE4u9g.«f .liuw »vi foritbe 
fipforcing of tlwvi-} }l)e.T«riow waju-in wbich 
jihej taojt ineuvT4S So pc-ptflcf <tiK w^ BgainvC 
^e^trong ; how tttey have g<we,to^od[4oMCHeG 
tWealU) igainit tbeat^ks <(f p«Recty^ tbesew^ 
pj^ibjects that it would recite, volumes to detiSL-: 
'lltit.tbeBe tqKi>B,|ffeJnritt^:QntheJusitof Ri^.: 
ttbatall,mep-tire,,b]rn^tuie, «9i(4f,- (hot AivU ^o- 
^ty can Ji4Ke>r,ha]|e arisen ffotn ^y motl^^ other 
ttliMi .ttiat of tl^ ieaefii p/ tbe tfiAole ) tJtat> 
^dKAeriv pi«U (io|«ietyifflftj'*P-^e,g(«ater iM|«t«f 
u2 
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the people wane off than they were uniter the 
Iaw of Nature, the civil compact is, in conscience^ 
diM<dved, and all the rights of nature return ; 
that, in civil society, the rigMt tmdthe dutieigo 
hand m hand, and that, n4i'en the former arc 
taken away, the latter cease to exisL 

S35. Now, then, in order to act well our part, 
as citizens, or members of the community, we 
ought clearly to understand wh<a our riglUtare; 
for, on our enjoyment of these depend our duties, 
rights going before duties, as value received goes 
before payment. I know well, that just the con- 
trary of this is taught in our political schools, 
where we are told, that omfirat duty is to obey 
the laws; and it is not many years ago, that 
HoRSLKT, Bishop of Rochester, told us, that the 
^people had nothing to do with the laws but to 
obey them. The truth is, however, that the citi- 
zen's firtt duty is to maintain hii rights, as it is 
the purchaser's first duty to receive the thing for 
which he has contracted. 

336. Our rights in society are numerous i the 
right of enjoying life and property }' the right of 
exerting our physical and mental powers in an 
innocent maimer ; but, the great right of all, and 
without which there is, in fact, no right, is, the 
right of taking apart in the making of the lawt 
■ by which we are governed. This right is founded 
in that law of Nature spoken of above; it springs 
out of the very principle of civil society; for what 
compata what agreement, what common atsent, 
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can pouibly be imagined by which men would 
give up all the rights of nature, all the free en- 
joyment of their bodies and their minds, in order 
to subject themselves to rules and laws, in the 
making of which they should have nothing to say, 
and which should be enforced upon them without 
their assent ? The great right, therefore, of every 
man, the right of rights, is the right of having a 
share in the making of the laws, to which the 
good of the whole makes it his duty to submit. 

S37> With regard to the means of enabling 
every man to enjoy this share, they have been 
different, hi different countries, and, in the same 
countries, at different times. Generally it has 
been, and in great communities it must be, by 
the choosing of a few to speak and act in beha^ 
of the manff .- and, as there will hardly ever be 
perfect vnanimiy amongst men assembled for 
any purpose whatever, where fact and argument 
are to decide the question, the decision is left to 
the majority, the compact being that the deci- 
rion of the majority shall be that of the whole. 
Minors are excluded from this right, because the 
law considers them as infants, because it makes 
the parent answerable for civil damages com- 
mitted by them, and because of their legal inca- 
pacity to make any compact. Women are ex- 
cluded because husbands are answerable in law 
for their wives, as to their civil damages, and 
because the very nature of their sex makes the 
exercise of this right incompatible with the har- 
mony and happiness of society. Men stiuned 
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iiiiXt inSeUhle erHnei &*€ ex«Mded»' beeatise they 
Yam forfeited ihk'H r^ht by VtohHlig tfie Iatr4 
to Which th^r assent has beeh ^v«n. tltHmg 
P^sont i.n excluded, because thaf are' dead ito> 
tU^ <!ye of the Ia#, because the )sff dediaiids n# 
duty at their hands, because they caimot riolate 
{h« \v/r, because the law cannot aStct tht^ ; itnd^ 
flierefore, the; eught to have no hand in tnillLtt^ it.- 
'■ 338. But, with these exceptions, iPhert is rfw 
ground Ivti^reon to maintain thdt aity ttteii OogM 
fo be deprived of this right, which he derites 
ArectI}' front the la«r of Neitoh;, and wM(A 
springs, as I said before, out of the same source 
tirith civil society itself? AiU I told, ihtA pt^ 
ferty oug;ht to confer this right? Projisfty sprang' 
ffoiii lahovr, and nbt labour from property J afr 
that rf there were to be a distmction here, Jt 
ought to give the preference to labour. All IbMI 
are equal by natnr^ ; ntAody denies thtt tJiey bII- 
^ght to be eqtidl itt ike eye of the kHb; b(t^ 
Sow are they to be thns liqaal, \( the latv begin 
by suffering some to enjoy this tight and refnsii^ 
t'he enjoyment to ofAef* f It is the dirfyof eVeff 
tban to defend his country against iti eUetny, ft 
doty imposed by the laW of feature as well as Itjr 
thtit of civil society, and without fht re£(^HiH(ttl 
ot this duty, there- could exist no itldepeiltlent 
liatiotl and no civil sDcitty. Yet, how are ysii 
to ibaiutain that this is the duty of evefy meal, if 
ybU deny tb same nlen the enjoyment of a shai« 
in making the taws ? Upon What principle nVe 
yeu to contend fiw egtiaUti/ here, while ydu deny 
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j|» ««wtiK«» <» t» the ligbt. ttt diaiie^ in the 
TpV'lg <tf tbft law ? Tiw poor mao has a body 
iMidawML as well aa the tich msn; like dw 
latter, he hm pareats, wife asd dfildreD ; a buUet 
jOr a aword is aa deadly to hun as to the lich 
jDan ; tbeve are bearta to acbe aiK^ tears to flew 
for kbUA OS wett as fot the cquire or the lord or 
tfac U»a-i4eiiSef : yet, aotwitbstandiiig ^i* aqua* 
My^ be is to risk all, aaLtli if be eicape^ he ia s<JU 
to be deaied an equality of riglits ! 1^ in sih^ 
n state of tbiogs,^ the artisan or labourer, whea 
sailed oHt to figbt m defeuee of bis country^ wvn 
to aaawer : " Wby abould I Hsk tny life i I ba.v« 
.*' BO ^Maciein but ny Ai^tHirj no cwemy wiU 
" take Uuit from mti you, the rich, posseaa aU 
** the land and all its products j you make u4iat 
" lawa yott please without my partioipation or 
^asaont; yau pwusb ne at your pleasure; ym 
^ say that my want of property excludes me from 
*' th« right «£ having a share in the making of 
" the kw); you aay that the propdty that I itaw 
.** in my labour i« noiAixjf worth ; od wttat 
" ground^ then, do yon call en me to risk niy 
*' Ufe ? " If, in such a case, such questions wer* 
put, the aeswer is very difficult to be imagined. 

339. In cases of dvil eommotioa th« matter 
conies stiH loore home to us. On what ground 
ja the rich man to call tbe^aitiaan &om his shop 
4>r the labourer from the field to join the sheriff's 
.]poM^ or the militia, if he refuse to the labourer 
«nd utiaan the right of sharing in the making ef 
tkK IftWB ? Why are they to^risk tbeir Uvei ber«? 
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To ttpAo/rf the lawt, and to protect property. 
M'hat ! laws, in the making of, or aesendng to, 
which they have been allowed to have no share } 
Property, of which they are said to possess none? 
What t compel men to come forth and risk their 
lives for t\ie* protection of ^operty ; and then, 
in the same breath, tell them, that they are not 
allowed to share in the making of the laws, be- 
cause, and ONLY BECAUSE, they tuive m pro- 
p^ty I Not because they have committed any 
crime; not because they are idle or profligate; 
not because they are vicious in any way; but 
iolely because they have no property.; and ye^ 
at the same time, compel them to come forth and 
risk thea- lives for ihtsprotection of property ! 

340. Bat, the FAE/FERs ? Ought they to share 
in the making of the laws ? And why not ? 
What is a pavper; what is one of the men to 
whom this degrading appellation is applied ? A 
very poor man ; a man who is, from some cause 
or other, unable to supply himself with food and 
raiment without aid from the parish-rates. ■ And, 
is -that circumstance alone to deprive him of hid 
right, a right of which he stands more in need 
than any other man ? Perhaps he has, for many 
years of his life, contributed directly to those 
rates ; aud ten thousand to one he has, by his 
labour, contributed to them indirectly. The aid 
which, under such circumstances, he receives, M 
hit right; he receives it not asanahu: he is 
no mendicant ; be begs not ; he comes to rec«TC 
that which the law of the country ateardi^ Mm 
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in lieu of the ha^tr portion assigned him by Uie 
law of Nature. Pray mark that, and let it be 
deeply engraven on your memory. The auda- 
cious and merciless Malthus (a parson of the 
church establishment) recommended, some yeais 
ago, the passing of a law to put an end to the 
giving ofparuh relief, though he recommended 
no law to put an'end to the enormous taxes paid 
by poor people. In his book he said, that the 
poor should be left to the law of Nature, which, 
in case of their having nothing to buy food with, 
doomed them to starve, lliey would ask nothing 
better than to be left to the lau? of Nature ,■ that 
law which knows nothing about buying food or 
any thing else ; that law which bids the hungry 
and the naked take food and raiment wherever 
they find it best and nearest at hand ; that law 
which awards all possessions to the strongest j 
that law the operations of which would clear out 
the L/ondon meat-markets and the drapers' and 
jewellers' shops in about half an hour : to this 
law the parson wished the parliament to leave the 
poorest of the working people ; but, if the par- 
liament had done it, it would have been quickly 
seen, that this law was far from " dooming them 
to be starved." 

341. Trusting that it is unnecessary for me to 
express a hope, that barbarous thoughts like 
those of Malthus and his tribe will never be en- 
tertained by any young man who has read the 
previous Numbers of this work, let me return to 
u5 
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ttiy iwrj^ Mt^ pODf Mm, Uaj ialtj WTiethef it %fe 
fcbnwstatit with Justice, with humfkUlty) With liM> 
■feMt-, to J6priv« ft Biafi iX tbe raokt preeiouA i>f )^ 
>tjlit^Bl Hghtt, UectiuK, and oH^ e«OBuiK^ he hto 
^%ii,1n a pecuhiKry way, ^Hgftlmig M^tMMUf 
'4lie EcHptBJC aiyi, * Despise not the padr^ &)■■ 
'MwtfrilHi'ispbor^" that is to say, ilespifte him Mt 
VHiicct»mt^^pi)i>erty. Why, then, ileptivfehiM 
*«t bts right ) why p«t him out of ttie pnlfe »f tl* 
4^ bn aCctAint ttf, his poverty 7 Th^re are toMt 
toSrt, to he surt, «tA iitt nediiced W poverty by 
Iheir vices, by idleness, by gaining, by drirtking, 
fcy flfjHttttdering; but, the far gveattt- paH by 
%bdtly aHMtthts, by mi^rtuives to the eHeCt« ^ 
Vrhtcfa all mtoh may, Without uiy fault, koA emk 
Vi^ut fi3r^ folly, be e3[p6s«icl : and. Is l^ete ft 
man on eatth so cruelly unjust as to wish tb adtt 
\A ^a BillfcnhgB dr »Aich petsotis by stripping thiett 
tftheif politi);al rights t How Matty thousands of 
WustriMB and v^rtUoUB men hhve, withttt theM 
fcW years, been l)f oirght dovni from a Utat* of tfOW«- 
jWtenee to that uf panpcTiam ! And, is It }nst to 
bttip %uch meu of theit tights, merely becttaM 
dliey are thus bfotf^t down i When I Was IX 
SlV, last^iing, -ttiere Were, ih ttiat tarighboM-'i- 
hood, three paupert cracking stones loli th6 rOUds, 
1(^6 "had aH thttfe beet!, not only i-ftte-pftyeft, Wt 
0«erv«#k »/ the pom-, Withih si^dn yeftta of tfae 
day 'ft'hen t 'was thet-e. Is therfi any man so hw-' 
bltfoOT ^ to nay, that these in*n bi^t, tnewfly 
Wi Itennini %f tlieir misrottunes, to tre deprive -dt 
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tfacir polmcal rights i Their ri^t to receive relief 
ia as perfect as any right of property ; and, would 
jatit Biei«ly because tfaey clftiu this right, Btnp 
tiem of oBOiker right ? To «ay no more of th« 
byuBticfi and the cruelty, is there reason, is ther* 
tBinmon aense in this ? What 1 if a farmer *x 
tradennan be, by flood or by fire> so totally ruined 
u to be compelled, sarrounded by bis family, t» 
resort to the parish-book, would you break the 
last faeert-string of such a mau by making him 
fed the d^radiug loss of his political rights \ 

842. Here, young man of seose aud of spirit ; 
hert a the pomt on which you are to take your 
ataod^ There are always men enough tu plead 
Ae cause of the rich ; enough and enough to echo 
the woes of the fallen great ; but, be it your part 
to show coiapaasion for those who labour, and t9 
nwntain ihar righif. Poverty is n<4 a crimg, 
and, though it sometimes arises from taults, it ia 
not, erai in that case, to be visited by punisbmeitt 
beyondthat which it brings with itself Remem- 
ber, that poverty is decreed by the very nature of 
man. The Sc^^tture says, that ** the poor shall 
never cease from out of the land ;" that is to sajr, 
that tbcare shaU always be some very poor people. 
Tim isinerit^ile from the very nature of things. 
It IB necessary to the existence of mankind, that 
a very large jtortiou of everj people should live 
hj manual labour ; and, as such labour is pfoa^ 
Boie or less, and as no living creature likes paioj 
k Muse be, that the iar greater part of labouring 
pottle u^ endure oaly juM as much of this pain 
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u is absolutely neccBsary to the supply of th«r 
dmls vantt, Gxperience says that thii h^ d- 
ways been, and reason and nature tell lu, that 
~ this must always be. Thereftue, when ailments, 
when losses, when untoward circumstances of . 
any sort, stop or diminish the daily supply, want 
comes; and every just government will provide, 
from the general stock, the means to satisfy this 
want. 

343. Nor is the deepest poverty without its 
taeful ejects in society. To the practice of the 
virtues of abstinence, sobriety, care, frugality, in- 
dustry, and even honesty and amiable manners 
and acquirement of talent, the two great motives 
are, Id get upwards in riches or forae, and to avoid 
ffoaiff dovmwartU to poverty, the last of which is 
the most powerful of the two. It is, therefor^ 
net with contempt, but with compassion, that we 
should look on those, whose state is one of th« 
decrees of nature, from whose sad example we 
profit, and to whom, in return, we ought to make 
compensation by every indulgent and kind act in 
ovr power, and particularly by a defence of Jheit 
rights. To those who labour, we, who labom 
not with our hands, owe all that we eat, drink 
and wear ; all that shades us by day and that 
shelters us by night ; all the means of enjoying 
health and pleasure; and, therefore, if we possess 
talent for the task, we are ungrateful or cowardly, 
or both, if we omit any effort within our power to 
prevent them from being slaves ; and, disgtuse 
the matter how we may, a slave, a real tlavCt 
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eT)ei)r man is, who has no share in making; the 
laws which be is compelled to obey. 

344. What it a tlaveP For, Jet us not be 
aquised by a name ; bnt look well into the matter. 
A slave is, in the first place, a man who has no 
property J and property means something that 
be ha*) and that nobody can take from him with- 
oitt. his leave, or consent. Whatever man, no 
matter what he may call himself or any body else 
may call him, can have his money or his goods 
taken from him 6f/ force, by virtue of an order, 
or ordinance, or law, which he has had no hand 
in making, and to which he has not given his 
assent, has no property, and is merely a deposi- 
tary of the goods of his master. A slave has no 
property in Ma hbowr; and any man who is 
compelled to give up the fruit of his labour to an- 
other, at the arbitrary will of that other, has no 
property in his labour, and is, therefore, a slave, 
whether the fruit of his labour be taken from him 
directly or indirectly. If it be said, that he gives 
up this fruit of his labour by his own will, and that 
itiMViot forced Jrom him. I answer, To be sure he 
VM^ avoid eating and drinking and may go naked; 
hut, then he must die; and on this condition, and 
this condition only, can he refuse to give up the 
fruit of his labour ; " Die, wretch, or surrender as 
much of your income, or the fruit of your labour 
as your masters choose to take." This is, in fact, 
the language of the rulers to every man who is 
refused to have a share in the making of the laws 
to which he k forced to submit. 
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845. Dot, soim one may nay, B]av«a are ,f>rt7aA 
property, and luaj' be bcmgM and eokf, out and 
out, like cattle. Aad, what ki it te the slave, 
whether he he property of OM or of mtutif ; «r> 
what nrattera it to him, whether be pasa fron 
inastet to master by a sate for an indefinite ten% 
or he let to hire by the year, mont^, or week } It 
is, in ns case, the flesh and fahiod and hones that 
we soM, but the labour ; wid, if you actually sell 
die labour of man, i« not that man « alave, diou^ 
yon sell it for only a short tine at oncef And, aa 
to the prktciple, so oatentatiously displayed in tJw 
case of the A&vOt slave-trade, tlutt " hum ought 
not to have-« jHvper^ in mtm," it is even an wit> 
vantr^ to Uie slave to be private property, be- 
cnuse the owner has then a clear and powerful 
intfreat in the presnration of his life, health and 
■trength, and will, therefore, furoish bint vmjUj 
with the food and raiment neceisaryfor then mda. 
Brery one knows, that public property is never an 
welt taken care of as private property; and t}uB,too^ 
ion the maxim, that " that whidi is everj- body^ 
Irasiness is no nobody's business.*' Bvery <am 
knows t^iat a re^ed farm is not to well kept >> 
heart, as a farm in the hands of the nvmer. Attd, 
as to jrunMAm«nf8 and Teatnmis, what didfermce ia 
Hiere, whether these be infficted and imposMi by « 
private owner, or his overseer, or by the agents and 
tfrerseersofaboiIyofproprietOFsf In short, if you 
csacauseaiaan tobeimprisonedor whipped jfht 
do not workenwigh to {dease you ; if you can mA 
him by auction for a time limited; ifyoucMifcr* 
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tlbly WparBte him from his wife to {tftrent th«r 
iMVing cMldren ] if you eati shut ^« op in Us 
dffrgUing place when you pleue, and for as long ft 
tifie sa yau pika«e } Sf you e«ii force him to draw 
fl ewct or wBgoii Jike a beast of draught ; if yom 
<nti) whMi tilt hufltiaur smts yoa, and at the sag- 
g«stion of your wwe fews, <6r whin, caUae him «a 
be shut Dp in e ddngeon during your pieltmre : it 
you tiftn, at your pleosars, do theM thii^p to him» 
h it not to be impudently hy|KK:ritical to a%<ft 
to ««Al him &/ree-f»m f But, after aU, tiiese M«y 
all be Wabtittg, and yet th« Attn be « aiii«, if he 
ht allowed to have ■xa property ; xml, « I han 
Bhown, ho property he can Iwve, not even in that 
Uborn", which is not only propertj', bat tbe 6aM of 
an other property, unless he have a ahore in mak^ 
ififf the laws to which he is compelled to subimt. 

346. It fi said, that be may have Uiis -^sre 
tUtittUlty tliough not in fonn And tuatu ; for that 
his eff^foyefrf may have Buch share, and they (rill, 
BB a Matter of course, flrf fifr fdm. This doc- 
trine, pushed home, would midie the cAi^of tJM 
nation the sole maker i^ the laws; for, if tite 
rich c&ti thus act for the poor, why should not 
the chief act fdr the rich ? This aiattd is very 
completely eicplMned by the pra^o* in tli« 
United States of America, ^ere the ttwatiai 
iiB, that every f^ee man, 'with ^e excepttcm «f 
wen stained wiA eritnfe and nwD insan^ las « 
t^t to have a Toiee in choosing those who 
make the laws. He number of Repnaentskms 
sent to ^le CoRgrest is, fai each jStMc^ f^f^'^ 
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titmed to the nuihber of /i-ee people. But, &s 
there are slaves in some of the States, these States 
have a eerlttin portion of additional numbers on 
aceotmt of those slaves ! Thus the slaves are 
rgrreaented by their ot0ters ^ and this is real, 
practical, open and undisguised mrtual repre- 
taUatum ! No doubt that white men may be 
represented in the same way ; for the colour of 
the skin is nothing ; but let them be called slaves, 
then ; let it not be pretended that they are free 
men; let not the word ^ide?"^ be polluted by being 
applied t» their state ; let it be openly and ho- 
nestly avowed, as in America, that they are 
slaves; and then will come the question whether 
m^ ought to exist in such a state, oi whether 
they ought to do every thing in their power to 
rescue themselves from it. 

347. If the right to have a share in making 
the laws were merely a feather; if it were a fan- 
ciful thing ; if it were only a speculative theory ; 
if it were but an abstract princtph!; on any of 
diese suppositions, it might be considered as of 
little importance. But it is none of these j it 
is a practical matter; the want of it not only W, 
btit mast of necessity be, felt by every man who 
lives under that want. If it were proposed to the 
ahopkeepers in a town, that a rich man or two, 
living in the neighbourhood, should have power 
to send^ whenever they pleased, and take away 
as much as they pleased of the money of the 
shopkeepers, and apply it to what uses they 
please; what an outcry the shopkeepers vuuld 
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make 1 And yet, what would this be more than 
tai^es imposed on those who have no voice ib 
choosing the persons who impose them ? Who 
let! another man put his hand into his purse 
when he pleases ? Who, that has the power to. 
help himself, aurrenders his goods or his money 
to the will of another ? Has it not always been, 
and niust it not always be, true, that, if your pro-, 
pefty be at the absolute disposal of others, your, 
ruin is certain ? And if this be, of necessity, 
the case amongst individuals and parts of the 
coinmunity, it must be the case with regard to. 
the whole commuuity. 

348. Aye, and experience shows us that it 
always has been the case. .The natural and 
inevitable consequences of a want of this right 
in the people have, in all countries, been toipee 
pressing the industrious and laborious to, the 
earth ; severe laws and siandtTtg amdea to compel 
the people to submit to those taxes ; wealth, 
luxury, and splendour, amongst those who make 
thp laws and receive the taxes; poverty, misery, 
immorality and crime, amongst those who bear 
the burdens ; and at last commotion, revolt, re- 
venge, and rivers of blood. Such have always 
been, and such must always be, the consequeocea 
of a want of this right of all men to share in the 
making of the laws, a right, as I have before 
shown, derived immediately from the law of Na- 
ture, springing up out of the same source with 
civil society, and cherished in the heart of man 
by reason and by experience. 
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S4». Wd^ Aat, this yigkl ha^ Unfc, vA^aam 
ike o^oymmit of wbicli tboe n^ in t^^y, tm 
tight at all, h»w nunifeat:^ ra'Atlu first tkOg of 
•rcry DtH te do aU in bis power to ffMHslan tbk 
i4ghtn4icnitenit%Kidto7M/9reitwben itiiaa 
been loat ! For obsKve, it mint, at one tiiM^ 
hm exitted in. ewTj^ civil csaimwiity, it beii^ 
hopOsBible tbtt it coutd ever be excluded by any 
«WM/ eompaCti abaolutely impomible^ becama 
it is contrary to the law of self-pesenration to 
Mieve, that men would agree to give up tlw 
rights d nature without itipnlattag for a<aae 
benefit. Before we can aRcct to beliere tbxC 
fliis right was not reaerred, iu irn^ compact, aa 
Mtnpletely as the right to ikse was reaecved, we 
Must aJ^ct to believe, that Millimii of men, 
«Rder no control but that of their own passion 
md deiires, and having all the earth aod its pc»> 
<bcts at the command of tlieir strength and idiil^ 
consented to be tat aer^ they and their posterity^ 
the alava cf a/ew. 

9S0. We catmot believe this, and therefore, 
Hdtiiouc going back into /asioty and precedetUtt 
we must believe, tha^ in whatever civil Con- 
nmnity this right does not exist, it has been 
lost, or rather, vtyustly taken away. And tbe% 
baying seen the terrible evils which always haT« 
arisen, and alivays must arise, iioia the want of 
It; being convinced tliat, wlicre lost or tdken 
sway by force or fraud,it is our very first duty to 
do all In oar power to restore it, the next caAsfr> 
deration is, how one ought to act in the disctiarge 
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dflttHntoMsMivtf dtiftyj for anred hUweam 
tlh« dotieti of liusbMid uid Ikthef. For, btshiM 
(he %a8«n«^ of the tbraght of qiActly Mbnhth^; 
to b« a sixre ondw^, we have h«r«, twtiid<» oar 
A*ty to the community, a chtty tft pecforia lo- 
wstds our chndren and oar children's cUIdren. 
We all acknowledge that h is our bounden Aatf 
to pro^de, ad for as oUr power will go, for ^» 
eonipetettce, the health, and the giMd charaetar 
of our ebiMren ; bat, is firis duty euperior t« diat 
af which I am now speaking? What is Gomp«« 
tence, what is health, if die possessor be a tlaVtt 
and hold Ms possessmna at the mlt of anothef^ 
or ofhsrs ; as he IHOSC do if deatituta of the i^ht 
to a share in the making of the laws? What if 
Mtnpetenee, what is health, if bodt can, at ay 
tDofiient, be snatched kWAy by dte gr&ip or tb* 
dungeon of a master ; and his master he is who 
mttkes the laws irithout his parllcipatian M 
assent? And, as to character, as to/Otr/iaMf 
when the white alaTe puts forward pretensions W 
those, let him no longer affect to eommiseraia 
the state of his sleek and fat brethren in Barha- 
does and Jamaica; let him hasten to mix the 
hair with the woolj to Mend the whit« with Ae 
Mack, and to lose the memory of his origin 
amidst a dingy generation. 

351. Buch, then, being the nature of the duty, 
iow are we to go to work in the performance of 
it, and what are our meaiu P With regard td 
fhese, so rarioua' are the cittumstimees, so end" 
less the differences in the states of society^ and 
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M> many are the cates when it would be madneas 
to attempt that which it would be prudence to 
aUempt in others, that no general lule can be 
given beyond this ; that, the right and the duty 
being clear to our minds, the meant that are 
mreat and tteifleit are the hett. In every such 
case, however, the great and predominant desire 
ought to be not to employ any means beyond 
thpee of reason and persuasion, as long as the 
employmetit of these afford a ground for rational 
expectation of success. Men are, in such a case, 
labouring, not for the present day only, but forages 
to come ; aitd therefore they should uoC slacken 
in their exertions, because the grave may close 
opoo them before the day of final triumph arrive. 
Amongst the yirtues of the good Citizen are those 
of fortitude and patience; and, when he has to 
carry On hia struggle against corruptions deep and 
widely- rooted, he is not to expect (he baleful 
tree to come down at a single blow } he must 
patiently remove the earth that props and feeds 
it, and sever the accursed roots one by one. 

352. Impalience here is a very bad sign. I 
do not like your patriots, who, because the tree 
does not give way at once, fall to blaming all 
about them, accuse their feilow-snfferers of cow- 
ardice, because Uiey do not do that which they 
themselves dare not think of doing. Such con- 
duct argues chagrin and dtsajgmintmeni; and 
Uiese argue a se^h feeling : they argue, that 
there has been more of private ambidou and gain 
at work than of pubUc good. Such blamers. 
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Biich general accusers, are always to be suspecteil. 
What does the real patriot want mere than to 
feel conscious diat he has dotie his duty towatds 
his country; and that, if life should not allow 
hiin time to sec. his endeavours crowned with 
success, his children will see it? The impatient 
patriots are like the young men (rnentioned in 
the beautiful fable of La Fontaine) who ridi- 
culed the man of fourscore, who was planting ui 
avenue of very small trees, which, they told him, 
that he liever could expect to see as high as his 
head. " Well," said he, "and what of that? 
" if their shade afford me no pleasure, it may 
/' afford pleasure to my children, and even to 
** yduj and, therefore, the planting of them gives 
*' me pleasure." 

353. It is the want of the noble disinterested- 
ness, BO beautifully expressed in this fable, ijiat 
produces the impatient patriots. They wish very 
well to their country, because they want some of 
the good for themaelvet. Very, natural that all 
men should wish to see the good arrive, and 
wish to share in it too ; but, we must loi^ on 
the dark side of nature to find ihe disposition to 
cast blame on the whole community because ma 
wishes are not instantly accomplished, and espe- 
cially to cast blame on others for not doing that 
which we ourselves dare not attempt. Tliere is, 
however, a sort oi patriot a great deal worse than 
this; he, who having failed himself, would se« 
his country enslaved for ever, rather thui see its 
deliverance achieved by others. His fulnre has^ 

. , .Cookie 
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vnmicly {rom hM vitmtof taiiint,(or 
J}iwili«Mi| fet Ins m16^ hnrt vooU inAldB 
<Mnnli7 Mutk in «veTla>ting dc^lkdaliMi. bft Up 
«Mfi<Mnc)' br iheladt «boidd be i)Bt«Uwli^JY 
Am eaoBBsi vf odicn. A wry hftte&l eUvaotM^ 
■ertaiwly, Imt, I am ssray ta say, by no mesarcwrw. 
iSmv, aliM^B MMciatod with mewaoaB «< am), 
dways 4etwtab)e, ia nenr w ilptestaU* w whm 
fltshmn itsetf here. 

aS4. fiek your caie, my yoHe^Awnd <aai< { 
tender yon this j» my parting advice), if you find 
tUi base aod'Mefiil pasuon, whitdi the poetoatia 
" tibe eldest bom of bril ;" if you find it ctrcqing 
■■to yeuT heart, be It your /can te baiiahit at 
ODce and far ever ; for, if once it neatle ther^ 
fiu«well to all the good which natnw bwanaUeil 
yon te do, and to yovr peace itrto the bai^n. 
It has pleaaed God to make an unaqual distsitmr' 
tioBof talent, ofwdiwtryj of ptusexeia/ifie, 44 .* 
«ftp«iu(y4« -Iftlravf, of all the :qa»litiea. th at j i nf - 
nen dbtineti»R. We have not been owr oMfi 
BMkcfs : it is JM> fault in you that «atve .fase 
iplaoed hist abave you, and, auiely, it is jip AfdC 
in faim ; and would you puaith him on aocooa^ 
mkI only oa accauntrof his pre<«mineinc« ! K'jjov 
liave lead this book you will startle with hoeaar 
«t,-tiie thought : -you will, as to public matten,. w( 
with zeal and with good tumour, though 4lt« 
plaoe you occupy be far rraioved from the fint { 
you will support with the best of your abilbMs 
•tfMra, who, from whatever .circuuistanc^ w»j 
litpfi«n:b> .tnke:the lead ; you will notauff«r«BB» 
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the eooMaoasocu and the oenbaintjr of yoar sfni 
■qjaenei Cslmts ton^e jrsiLto ido awrdwiffwincb 
Bi^itiypvHcilii&^ite n^Jiioueto jvmrcsaBliiy's 
niac.; you wIH ibe forkw^ing vndor tbe-aggieB>- 
Biom of ig;norcno% ct^aeit, ^xmgaacs, «k1 even 
tin Uackest «>f «gp^itude .vupcritddBcl, if hf re- 
amtt'iag time yaa endan^^ the getKitd good; 
mi, ')0)ove aU tfaiaga,'you-w)ll have tbe ;fiistiaB to 
bear ia miiul, that l^at conRtay Mindi ga»e fcM 
bsvtJ), », ^D the last 4iaur uf jiear -capdiiiiey, an- 
tit^e4 to your exsMioas in her beksl^ and ^Ht 
you -ougbt not, I^ actS'ef'«oin[niB8iaaor>ctfoBH&- 
«on, t* ■VMt upon faer the wron^flrhiobmKylwTe 
been inSiAed xm you by the eawy and oialitte of 
bidividvflls. LoTO of one's aadir&BoilnBaifeeliiig 
whichiiiatine ha« in^daoled ia the'bumim ibtesBt, 
Mid!tbM;liaB idways Jieen peculiarly stoeng in the 
^castB.of lili^ishinan; ^od hasgiven uan-eoan- 
Uy -ctf Which to be proud, .and tliat ireedanii 
greaOiesB and renown, 'Whneh were 'kanfkd donvA 
to us iby our wiee and bTe»e fordfathera, ibidns 
|rensh'to the last ^Bntn, -fatherfiian-aid^T tbe'tand 
of their gi-avee to become '•'laiid-of'Staver}^ Bn* 
pot«nee and dUlionoiv. 

355. In thcwordswMi'wHichll'Condludad'iny 
EngliMi Onmniar, which IraddresKd to my son 
Jwne^j I conclude my advice to you. " With 
** English and French on your tongue and in your 
*' pen, you have a resource, not only greatly va- 
" luable in itself, but a resource that you can be 
" deprived of by none of those changes and 
" chaaaes which dapnw^men.of peeuDiasy^os*' 
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I, and which, in some cases, make the 
" purse- proud main of yesterday a crawling sy- 
" cophant to-day. Health, without which life ia 
" not worth havinj^ you will hardly fail to secnre 
** by early rising, exercise, sobriety, and abate- 
*' miousness as to food. Happiness, or misery^ 
" is in Uift mind. It is the mind that lives ; ' and 
" the length of life ought to be measured by the 
" number and importance of our ideas, and not 
*' by the number of our days. Never, therefore, 
" esteem men merely on account of their riohes 
" or their station. Respect goodness, find it 
** where yoii may. Honour talent wherever you 
" behold it unassociated with vice; but, honour 
** it most when accompanied with exertion, and 
" especially when exerted in the cause of tiiith 
"and justice; and, above all things, hold it in 
" honour, when it steps forward to protect de- 
" fenceless innocence against the attacks of 
^ powerful guilt." ITiese words, addressed to 
Ipy own son, 1 now, in taking my leave, address 
to you. Be just, be industrious, be sober, and be 
happy ; and the hope that these effects will, 
in some degree, have been caused by this Uttl« 
work, will add to the bftppiness of 

Your friend and humble servant, 

Wm. cobbett. 

Kaaiagbm, 25th Aug. IBSO. 



Vtiniti 1^ Hilli, Joitdl, ml Milb, B*1t-eoiirt,PI>cl-il)*«t. 
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